CHAP. 


WE DEPART FOR EUROPE—A MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING ARISES BE- 

: TWEEN THE CAPTAIN AND SUR- 
.- GEON, THROUGH THE SCANDA- 
LOUS ASPERSIONS OF CRAMPLEY 
—THE CAPTAIN DIES—CRAMP- 
LEY TYRANNIZES OVER THE 
- SURGEON, WHO FALLS A VICTIM 
TO HIS CRUELTY—I AM ALSO 
ILL USED——THE SHIP STRIKES— 
THE BEHAVIOUR OF CRAMPLEY 
AND THE SEAMEN ON THAT OC- 
CASION=—I GET ON SHORE, CHAL+ 
LENGE THE CAPTAIN TO SINGLE 

' COMBAT—AM TREACHEROUSLY 

- KNOCKED DOWN, WOUNDED, AND 


W that I could return 
a F to my native country in a 
N & creditable way, I felt ex- 
| ceſſive pleaſure in finding 
LOW, myſelf out of fight of that 
fatal iſland, which has been the grave 
of ſo many Europeans; and as I was 
accommodated with every thing to ren- 
der the paſſage agreeable, I reſolved to 
enjoy myſelf as much as the inſolence 

' Crampley would permit. This in- 

dious ſlanderer had found means al- 


Feady to cauſe a miſunderſtanding bee 
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VOLUME THE SECOND, - 


tween the fargeon and captain, who by 
his age and infirmities was rendered in- 
tolerably peeviſh, his diſpoſition having 


alſo been ſoured by a long courſe of 


diſappointments, He had aparticular 


averſion to all yon men, 3 | 
0 e 


to ſurgeons, whom he conſidered ag 
unneceſſary animals on board of a ſhip ; 
and in conſequence of theſe ſentiments, 


never conſulted the doctor, notwith- 


ſtanding his being ſeized with a violent 
fit of the gout and gravel; but applied 
to a caſk of Holland gin, which was 
his ſovereign preſcription againſt all 
diſtempers. hether he was at this 
time too ſparing, or took an over · doſe 
of his cordial, certain it is he departed in 
the night, without any ceremony, which 
indeed was a thing he always deſpiſed, 
and was found ſtitf next morning, to 


the no ſmall ſatis faction of . pc 4 | 


who ſucceeded to the command o 

veſſel, For that very reaſon Mr. Tom- 
lins and I had no cauſe to rejoice at 
this event, fearing that the tyranny.of 
our new commander would now be as 


as unlimited as his power. The firſt 
day of his command juſtified our ; 
prehenſion : for on pretence that 


decks were too much crouded; he or- 
dered the ſurgeon's hen-coops, with all 
his fowls, to be thrown over-board z 
and at the fame time prohibited him 


#i 
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mlins could not help 


the courſe of his expoſtulation dropped 
ſome haſty-words;- of which Crampley 
taking hold, confined him to his cabin, 
where, in a few days, for want of air, 
he was attacked by a fever, which ſoon 
put an end to his life, after he had 
made his will, by which he bequeathed 
all his eſtate, perſonal and real, to 
his ſiſter ; and left to me his watch 
and inſtruments, as memorials of his 


friendſhip. I was penetrated with grief - 


on this melancholy occaſion ;- the more, 
becauſe there was nobody on board, to 
whom I could communicate my ſor- 
rows, or of whom I could receive the 
leaſt conſolation or advice. Crampley 
was ſo far from diſcovering the leaſt re- 
morſe for his barbarity, gt the news of 
the ſurgeon's death, that he inſulted his 
memory in the moſt abuſive manner, 
and a he had poiſoned himſelf 
out of pure fear, dreading to be brought 
to a court- martial for mutiny; for 
which reaſon he would not ſuffer the 
ſervice of the dead to de read over his 
body, before it was thrown over- board. 
Nothing but a ſpeedy deliverance 
could have fupported me under the 
brutal fwa of this baſhaw, who to 
render my 5 the more irk ſome, ſig- 
mfied to my meſs- mates, a defire that 

F ſhould be expelled from their ſociety. 
This was no tooner hinted, than they 
granted his requeſt; and I was fain to 
eat in a ſolitary manner by myſelf du- 
ring the reſt of the paſſage, which 
however ſoon drew to a period. 

We had been ſeven weeks at ſea, 
when the $Immer told the captain, that 
by his reckoning we muſt be infound- 
ings, and defired he would order the 
lead to be heaved, 8 ſwore, 
he did not know how to keep the ſhip's 
way, for we were not within a hun- 
dred leagues of ſoundings, and there- 
fore he would not give himfelf the 
trouble to caſt the lead. Accordingly 
we continued our courſe all that after- 
noon and night, without ſhortening 
fail, although the gunner pretended to 
diſcover Scilly hight; and next morn- 
ing proteſted in form againſt the cap- 
fain's conduct; for which conduct he 
was put in confinement. We diſco- 
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in 
red no land all that day, and Cramp- 
ſunding; but at three o'clock in the 


7 2 


morning the ſhip ſtruek, and remained 


faſt on a ſand-bank. This accident 
complaining of theſe a cn and in 


alarmed the whole crew; the boat was. 
immediately hoiſted out, but as we 

could not difcert which way the ſhore 
lay, we were obliged to wait for day. 
light. In the mean time, the wind in- 


. creaſed, and the waves beat againſt the 


ſloop with ſuch violence, that we ex- 
peed ſhe would have gone to pieces. 
The guaner was releaſed and conſult. 
ed: he adviſed the captain to cut away 
the maſt in order to lighten her; this 
expedient was performed without ſuc. 
ceis. The ſailors ſeeing things in a 
deſperate fituation, according to cuſ- 
tom, broke up the cheſts belonging to 
the officers, dreſſed themſelves in their 
clothes, drank their liquors without 
ceremony; and drunkenneſs, tumult, 
and confuſion, enſued. In the midſt of 
the uproar, I went below to ſecure my 
own effects; and found the carpenter's 
mate hewing down the purſer's cabin 
with his hatchet, whiſtling all the while 
with great compoſure, When I aſked 
his intention in fo doing, he replied 
very calmly, © I only want to tatte the 
« purſer's rum; that's all, mafter.* At 
that inſtant the purſer coming down, 
and ſeeing his efelts going to wreck, 
complained bitterly of the injuſtice 
done to him, and aſked the fellow what 
occaſion he had for liquor, when in all 
ke lihood he ſhould be in eternity in a 
few minutes. All's one for that, 
ſaid the plunderer, * let us live while 
© we can.'—* Miſerable wretch that 
thou art, cried the purſer, © what muſt 
© be thy lot in the other world, if thou 
c dieft in the commiſſion of robbery ?* 
—* Why, hell, I ſuppoſe,” replied the 
other, with grout deliberation ; while 
the purſerfelf on his knees, and begged 
of Heaven that we might not all periſh 
for the, ſake of ane Jonas. During 
this dialogue, I clothed myſelf in my 
beft apparel, girded on my hanger, 
ſtuck my piſtols loaded in my belt, diſ- 
poſed of all my valuable moveables 
about my perfon, and came upon deck 
with a refolation of taking the firſt op- 
portunity to get on ſhore, which when 
the day broke, appeared at the diftance 
of three miles'a-head. Crampley find- 
his efforts to the ſhip off in- 
effectual, determined to conſult his own 
ſafety, by going into the boat, which 
he hack no fooner done; than the ſhip's 
company followed ſo faſt, that ſhe 
n would 
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would” have ſunk alony -fide, had not 
ſome one wiſer than the reſt cut the 


rope, and put off. But before this hap- 


pened, I had made ſeveral attempts to 
get in, and was always baulked by the 
captain, who was ſo eager in excluding 
me, that he did not mind the endeavours 
of any other body. Enraged at this in- 
human partiality, and ſeeing the rope 
cut, I pulled one of my piſtols from 
my belt, and cocking it; ſwore I would 


ſhoot any man who ſhould preſume to 


obltrut my entrance. So ſaying, I 
leaped with my full exertion, and got on 
board of the boat with the loſs of the 
ſcin of my ſhins: I chanced in my deſcent 
to overturn Crampley, who no ſooner 
got up than he ſtruck at me ſeveral 
times with a cutlaſs, and ordered the 
men to throw me overboard; but they 
were too anxious about their own ſafe- 
ty to mind what he ſaid. Though 


the boat was very deeply loaded, and 


the ſea terribly high, we made ſhift to 
get upon dry Jand in lefs than an aour 
after we parted from the ſloop. As 
ſoon as I ſet foot on terra firma, my 
indignation, which had boiled ſo long 
within me, broke out againſt Cramp- 
ley, whom I immediately challenged 
to ſingle combat, preſenting my piſtols, 
that he might take his choice: he took 


one without heſitation, and before I 


could cock the other, fired in my face, 
throwing the piſtol after the ſhot. I 
felt myſelf ſtunned, and imagining the 
bullet had entered my brain, diſ- 
charged mine as quick as poſſible, that 


I might not die unrevenged: then fly- 


ing upon my antagoniſt, knocked out 
ſeveral of his fore - teeth with the but- 
end of the piece, and would certainly 
have made an end of him with that in- 
ſtrument, had he not diſengaged him- 
ſelf, and ſeized his cutlaſs, which he 
had given to his ſervant when he re- 
ceived the piſtol. Seeing him armed 
in this manner, I drew my hanger, and 
having flung my piſtol at his head, 
cloſed with him in a tranſport of ow 6 


and thruſt my weapon into his mouth, 


which it enlarged one fide to his ear. 
Whether the ſmart of this wound diſ- 
concerted him; or the unevenneſs of the 
ground made him reel, I know not; 

t he ſtaggered fome paces back; I 
followed cloſe, and with one ſtroke cut 


the tendons of the back of his hand, 


upon which his cutlaſs dropt, and he 
remained defenceleſs, I know not with 
Y | ; 
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what cruelty my rage might have in- 
ſpired me, 97 1 * | * inſtant 
been felled to the ground by a blow on 
the back part of my head, which de- 
prĩved me of all ſenſation. In this de- 
plorable ſituation, expoſed to tlie rage 
of an incenſed barbarian, and the ra- 
pine of an inhuman erew, I remained 


for ſome time; and whether any diſ- 


putes aroſe among them during the 


ſtate of my annihilation, I cannot pre- 


tend todetermine; but in one particu- 


lar they ſeem to have been unanimous, 
and acted with equal dexterity and diſ- 
patch; for when I recovered the uſe 


of underſtanding, I found myſelf alone 
in a deſolate place, ftript of my clothes, 


money, watch, buckles, and every 
thing but my ſhoes, ſtockings, breeches, 
and ſhirt. What a diſcovery muſt 
this have been to me, who but an hour 
before was worth ſixty guineas in cath ! 
I curſed the hour of my birth, the pa- 
rents that gave me being, the ſea that 
did not ſwallow me up, the poignard 
of the enemy, which could not find 
the way to my heart, the villainy of 
thoſe who had left me in that miſerable 
condition; and in the extaſy of deſpair, 
reſolved to lie ſtill where I was and 


periſh, 


CHAP. n. 


I GET UP AND CRAWL INTO 4 
BARN, WHERE I AM IN DANGER 
OF PERISHING THROUGH THE 
FEAR OP THE COUNTRY PEOPLE 


— THEIR INHUMANITY —1I1 Au 


SUCCOURED BY A REPUTED 
WITCH=——HER STORY——HER A- 
" VICE==SHE RECOMMENDS ME AS 


A VALET TO A SINGLE LADY, 


WHOSE CHARACTER SHE Ex- 
PLAINS. . ? 


UT as I lay ruminating my paſ- 
B ſion infenfibly abated; I conſt * 


dered my ſituation in quite another 


light from that in which it appeared 
to me at firſt, and the reſult of my de- 


liberation was to riſe if I could, and 
crawl.to the next inhabited place for 
aſſiſtance. With ſome difficulty I got 
upon my legs, and having examined 
my body, found I had received no other 


injury than two large contuſed wounds, 


one on the fore and another on the hin- 


be 
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be occafioned by the ſame weapon; 


namely, the but-end of a piſtol. I 
looked towards the ſea, but could diſ- 
cern no remains of the ſhip; ſo that I 
concluded ſhe was gone to pieces, and 
that thoſe who remained 1n her had 
periſhed : but as I afterwards learned, 
the gunner, who had more ſagacity 
than Crampley, obſerving that it was 
flood when he left her, and that ſhe 
would probably float at high water,made 
no noiſe about getting onſhore, but con · 
tinued on deck, in hopes of bringing her 
ſafe into ſome harbour, after the com- 
-mander ſhould have deſerted her; for 
which piece of ſervice he expected, no 
doubt, to be -handſomely rewarded. 
This ſcheme he accordingly executed, 
and was promiſed great things by the 
admiralty for ſaving his majeſty's ſhip; 
but I never heard he reaped the fruits 
of his ex tion. As for my own 
„I directed my courſe towards a 
mall cottage I perceived, and in the 
road keng up a ſeaman's old jacket, 
which I ſuppole the thief who dreſſed 
himſelf in my clothes had thrown a- 
way ; this was 2 very comfortable ac- 
quiſition to me, who was almoſt ſtiff 
with cold; I therefore put it on, and 
as my natural heat revived, my wounds, 
which had left off bleeding, burſt out 
afreſh; ſo that finding myſelf exceſ- 
fively exhauſted, I was about to lie 
down in the fields, when I diſcovered 
a barn on my left-hand within a few 
yards of me; thither I made ſhift to 
ſtagger, and finding the door open, 
went in, but ſaw nobody ; however, I 
threw myſelf upon a truſs of ſtraw, 
hoping to be ſoon relieved by ſome per- 
fon or other. I had not lain here many 
minutes, when -I ſaw a countryman 
come in with a pitch-fork in his hand, 
which he was upon the point of thruſt- 
ing into the ſtraw that concealed me, 
and in all probability would have done 
2 buſineſs; had I not uttered a dread- 


groan, after having efſaytd in vain 


to ſpeak. This melancholy ndte alarm- 


ed the clown, who ſtarted hack, and 


diſcovering a body all beſmeared with 
blood, ſtood trembling, with the pitch- 
Fork extended before him, his hair 
briſtling up, his eyes ſtaring, his noſ- 
trils dilated, and his mouth wide open. 
At another time T ſhould bave been 
much diverted by this figure, which 
preſerved the ſame attitude very near ten 
minutes, during which time I made 


THE ADVENTURES OF 


many unſucceſsfulefforts toimplore bis 
compaſſion and aſſiſtance; but my 
tongue failed me, and my language waz 
only a repetition.of groans. Atlen 
an old man arrived, who ſeeing the po 4 
in ſuch a poſture, cried, * Mercy u 
* en! the leaad's bewitched ; why, 
* 


Dick, beeſt thou beſayd thyſel 


Dick, without moving his eyes from 
the object that terrified him, replied, 
© O vather! vather! here be either 
© the devil or a dead mon: I doant 
© know which o'en, but a groan 
« woundily.* The father, . whole eye. 
ſight was none of the beſt, pulled out 
his ſpectacles, and having applied them 
to his noſe, reconnoitred me over his 
ſon's ſhoulder. But no ſooner did he 
behold me, than he was was ſeized with 
a fit of ſhaking, even more violent thay 

. Dick's, and with a broken accent ad- 
dreſſed me thus: In the name of the 
© Vather, Zun, and Holy Ghoſt, I 
© charge you an you been Satan to be 
gone to the Red Zea; but an you be 
© a moordered man, ſpeak, that you 
© may have a chriſtom burial." As J 
was not in a condition to ſatisfy him 
in this particular, he repeated his con- 
juration to no purpoſe; and they con- 
tinued a good while in the agonies of 
fear. At length the father propoſed 
that the ſon ſhould draw nearer, and 
take a more diſtinft view of the appa- 
rition; but Dick was of opinion 2 
his father ſhould advance firſt, as being 
an old man paſt his labour, and if he 
received any miſchief, the loſs would 
be the ſmaller; whereas he himſelf 
might eſcape, and be uſeful in his ge- 
neration. This prudential reaſon had 
no effect upon the ſenior, who ſtill kept 
Dick between me and him. Int 

mean time I endeavoured to raiſe one 


hand as a ſignal of diſtreſs, but had on- 


| 1 ſtrength ſufficient to produce a ruſt- 


| ng among the ſtraw, which diſcom- 
ed the young peaſant ſo much, that 
ſprung out at the door, and over- 
threw his father in his flight. The old 
gentleman would not. ſpend time in 
getting up, but crawled backwards like 
a crab,. with great ſpeed, till he had 
got over the threſhold, mumbling ex- 
orciſms all the way. I was exceed- 
ingly mortified to find myſelf in dan- 
ger of periſhing through the ignorance 
and cowardice of theſe clowns z 
felt my ſpirits decay. apace, when an 
old woman entered the barn, * 
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the two fugitives, and with great 
intrepidity advanced to the place where 
1 lay, ſaying, If it be the devil I 
« fearen not, and for a dead mon a can 
do us no harm. When ſhe ſaw my 
condition, ſhe cried, * Here be no de- 
vil, but in youren fool's head. Here 
© be a poor miſerable wretch bleeding 
«© to death, and if a dies, we mult be 
at the charge of burying him; there- 
fore, Dick, go vetch the old wheel- 
© barrow and puten in, and carry en to 
« goodman Hodge's back-door, he is 
© more cable than we to lay out money 
upon poor vagrants. Her advice 
was taken, and immediately put in ex- 
ecution : I was rolled to the other far- 
mer's door, where I was tumbled out 
like a heap of dung; and would cer- 
tainly have fallen a prey to the hogs, 
if my groans had not diſturbed the ta- 
mily, and brought ſome of them out to 
view my ſituation, But Hodge reſem- 
bled the Jew more than the good Sa- 
maritan, and ordered me to be carried 
to the houſe of the parſon, whoſe buſi- 
neſs it was to practiſe as well as to 
8 charity : obſerving, that it was 
ufficient for him to pay his quota 
towards the maintenance of the poor 
belonging to his own pariſh, When 
I was ſet down at the vicar's gate, he 


fell into a mighty paſſion, and threat- 


ened to excommunicate him who ſent; 
as well as thoſe who brought me, un- 


' leſs they would move me immediately 


to another place. About this time I 
fainted with the fatigye I had under- 
one, and afterwards underſtood that 
was bandied from door to door through 
a whole village, nobody having huma- 


nity enough to adminiſter the leaſt re- 


lief to me, until an old woman, who 
was ſuſpected of witchcraft by the 
neighbourhood, hearing of my diſtreſs, 
received me into her houſe, and hav- 
ing dreſſed my wounds, brought me 
to myſelf with cordials of her own, pre- 
paring. . I was treated with great care 


and tenderneſs by this grave matron ; 


who, after I had recovered ſome g G 
my 


deſired to know the particulars of 


laſt diſaſter. This piece of ſatisfaction 
I could not refuſe to one who had ſaved 
my life; therefore related all my ad- 
ventures without exaggeration. or re- 
ſerve. She ſeemed ſurprized at the vi- 
N 1 * e and drew 
a, happy preſage of my future life from 
my pat Jufferings, then lannched out 


** 
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. © was con 
.* ina poſtſcript, gave me to underſtand, 
that her ſentiments were exactly con- 
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into the praiſe of adverſity with ſo much 
ardour and good-ſenſe, that I conclud- 
ed the was a perſon who had ſeen better 
days, and conceived a longing deſire 
to hear her ſtory. She perceived my 
drift, by ſome words I C and 
ſmiling, told me, there was nothing 
either entertaining or extraordinary in 
the courſe of her fortune; but, how - 
ever, ſhe would communicate it to mg, 
in conſideration of the confidence I had 
repoſed in her. It is of little conſe- 
* quence,” ſaid ſhe, to tell the names 
« of my parents, who are dead many 
« years ago: Jet it ſuffice to aſſure vou, 
they were wealthy, and had no other 
child than me; ſo that I was looked 
upon as heireſs to a conſiderable eſ- 
tate, and teized with addreſſes on that 
account. Among the number of my 
admirers, there was a young gentle 
man of no fortune, whoſe ſole de- 
pendence was on his promotion in 
the army, in which, at that time, 
he bore a lieutenant's commiſſion. 
I conceived an affection for this amj- 
able officer, which in 4 ſhort time 
increaſed to a violent paſſion; and, 
without entering into minute cir- 
cumſtances, married him privately. 
We had not enjoyed one another long 
in ſtolen interviews, when he was or- + 
dered with his regiment to Flanders; 
but before he ſet out, it was agreed 
between us, that he ſhould declare 
our marriage to my father by letter, 
and. implore his pardon for the ſtep 
we had taken without his approba- 
tion. This diſcovery was made while 
I was abroad viſiting ; and juſt as. I 
was about to return home, I received 
a letter from my father, importing, 
that ſince I had acted ſo, undutifully 
and meanly, as to marry a beggars 
without his privity or. conſent, to. 
the diſgrace of his tamily, as well as 
© the diſappointment. of his hopes, he 
© renounced me to the miſerable fate L 
© hadentailed upon myſelf, and charg- 
© ed me never to ſet foot within his 
© doors again. This rigid ſentence 
mw by my mother; who, 


« formable to thoſe of my father, and 
that I might ſave myſelf the trouble 
of making any applications, for her 
© reſolutions were unalterable. Thun- 
«© der-fruck with my evil fortune, L 
ed a conch, and NN 48 
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© © hand's lodgings, where I found him 
« waiting the event of his letter. 
© Though he could eaſily divine by 
my looks the iſſue of his declaration, 
s he read with great fteadineſs the 
| © epiftle I had received; and, with a 
© ſmile full of tenderneſs, which I ſhall 
© never forget, embraced me, ſaying, 
I believe the good lady your mother 
% might have ſpared herſelf the trouble 


4 of the laſt part of her poſtſcript. . 


& Well, my dear Betty, you mult lay 
4% afide all thoughts of a coach, till I 
& can procure the command of a re- 
« giment.” This unconcerned be- 
© haviour, while it enabled me to ſup- 
© port my reverſe of fortune, at the 
© ſame time endeared him to me the 
© more, by convincing me of his diſin- 
tereſted views in eſpouſing me. I 
was next day boarded in company 
with the wife of another officer, who 
had long been the friend and confi- 
dent of my huſband, at a village not 
far from London, where they parted 
with us in the moſt melting manner, 
went to Flanders, and were killed in 
ſight of one another at the battle of 
the Wood. Why ſhould I tire you 
with a deſcription of our unutterable 
- ſorrow at the fatal news of this event, 
the remembrance of which now fills 
my aged eyes with tears ! When our 
grief ſubſided a little, and reflection 
came to our aid, we found ourſelves 
deſerted by the whole world, and in 


* 


upon we made application for the 
e and were put upon the liſt. 
hen vowing eternal friendſhip, ſold 
our jewels and ſuperfluous clothes, 
retired to this place (which is in the 
county of Suſſex) bought this little 
houſe, where we lived many years in 
a ſolitary manner, indulging our mu- 
tual ſorrow, till it pleaſed Heaven to 
E call away my companion two years 
ago, ſince which time I have lingered 
© out an unhappy being, in hopes of a 
© ſpeedy diſſolution, when I promiſe 
« myſelf the eternal reward of all my 
© cares. In the mean time, conti- 
nued ſhe, © I muſt inform you of the 
character I bear among my neigh- 
© bours. My converſation being F. 
© ferent from that of the inhabitants of 
< the village; my recluſe way of life; 
© my ſkill in curing diſtempers, which 
I acquired from books tnce I ſettled 
4 here; and laſtly, my age; have made 
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danger of periſhing by want: where- 


© the common people look upon me az 
© ſomething preternatural, and I am 
© actually at this hour believed to be a 
© witch. The parſon of the pariſh, 
* whoſe acquaintance I have not been 
© at much pains to cultivate, takin 
* umbrage at my ſuppoſed diſreſpect, 
© has contributed not a little towards 
* the confirmation of this opinion, by 
dropping certain hints to my preju- 
dice among the vulgar, who alſo are 
© very much ſcandalized at my enter. 
© taining this poor tabby cat with the 
© collar about her neck, which was 2 
© favouriteof my deceaſed companion. 
The whole behaviour of this vene- 
rable perſon was ſo primitive, inno- 
cent, ſenſible and humane, that I con- 
trated a filial -reſpe& for her, and 
begged her advice with regard to my 
future conduct, as ſoon as I was in 3 
condition to act for myſelf. She dif. 
ſuaded me from a defign I had formed 
of trayelling to London, in hopes of 
retrieving my clothes and pay, by re- 
turning to my ſhip, which by this time, 
I read in the newſpaper, was ſafely 
arrived in the River Thames: Be- 
© cauſe,* ſaid ſhe, you run the ha- 
zard of being treated not only as a 
deſerter, in quitting. the ſloop, but 
alſo as a mutineer, in aſſaulting your 
commanding officer, to the malice of 
whoſe m— you will moreover be 
© expoled.* She then promiſed to re- 
commended me as ſervant to a ſingle 
lady, of her acquaintance, who lived in 
the neighbourhood with her nephew, 
who was a young fox-hunter of great 
fortune, where I might be yery happy, 
provided I could bear the diſpoſition 
and manners of my miſtreſs, which 
were ſomewhat whimſical and particu- 
Jar. But above all things the coun- 
ſelled me to conceal my ſtory, the 
knowledge of which would effectually 
poiſon my entertainment; for it was a 
maxim among moſt people of condition, 
that no gentleman in diſtreſs ought to be 
admitted into a family, as a domeſtic, 
leſt he ſhould become proud, lazy, and 
— — 7 I _ fain*to — 
umble propoſal, becauſe m Is 
were 14 and in a few days was 
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hired by this lady, t6 ſerve in quality 
of her footman; having been repre- 


ſented by my hoſteſs as a young man 
who was bred up to the ſea by his re- 
lations againſt bis ill, and had ſuf- 


fered ſhipwreck, which had ne 
| $ 


his diſguſt to that way of life ſo much, 
that he rather choſe to go to ſervice on 
ſhore, than enter himſelf on board any 
other ſhip. Before took poſſeſſion of 
my new place, ſhe gave me a ſketch of 
my miſtreſs's character, that I might 
know better how to regulate my con- 
duct. Your lady, ſaid ſhe, is a 
© maiden of forty years, not ſo re- 
« markable for her beauty as her learn- 
ing and taſte, which is famous all 
over the country. Indeed ſhe is a 
perfect female virtuoſo, and fo eager 
after the purſuit of knowledge, that 
ſne neglects her perſon even to a de- 
© pree of ſluttiſnneſs: this negligence, 
| together with her contempt of the 
male part of the creation, gives her 
© nephew no great concern; as by thoſe 
© means, he will probably keep her 
fortune, which is very conſiderable, 
in the family, He therefore permits 
© her to live in her own way, which is 
« ſomething extraordinary, and grati- 
© fies her in all her whimſical deſires. 
© Her apartment is at ſome diſtance 
© from the other inhabited parts of the 
* houſe ; and conſiſts of adining-room, 
© bed-chamber, and ſtudy: ſhe keeps 
© cook-maid, waiting-woman, and 
© footman of her own, and ſeldom eats 
© or converſes with any of the family 
but her-niece, who is a very lovely 
creature, and humours her aunt often 
© to the prejudice of her own health, 
© by ſitting up with her whole nights 
© together; for your miſtreſs is too 
© much of a philoſopher to be ſwayed 
© by the cuſtoms of the world, and 
never ſleeps or eats like other people. 
* Among other odd notions, ſhe pro- 
* feſſes the principles of Roſicrucius, 
and believes the earth, air, and fea, 
are inhabited by inviſible beings, 
« with whom it 1s poſſible for the hu- 
man ſpecies to entertain correſpon- 
* dence and intimacy on the eaſy 
condition of living chaſte. As ſhe 
hopes one day to be admitted into 
* an acquaintance of this kind, ſhe 


no ſooner heard of me and my cat, 


than ſhe paid me a viſit, with a view, 
as ſhe hath ſince owned, to be in- 
« troduced to my familiar; and was 
greatly mortified to find herſelf diſ- 
appointed in her expectation. Be- 
ing, by this viſionary turn of mind, 
abſſracted as it were from the world, 
4 ſhe cannot advert to the common oc- 
currences of life; and therefore is 
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RANDOM. . 


frequently ſoabſent as to commit very 
* ſtrange miſtakes and extravagancies, 
* which you will do well to regif: 

and repair as your prudence ſhall 
« ſuggeſt,” 


0 H AP. III. 


MY RECEPTION BY THAT LADY 
I BECOME ENAMOURED OF NAx- 
CISSA=—RECOUNT THE PARTI- 
CULARS OF MY LAST MISFOR- 
TUNE——ACQUIRE THE GOOD OP. 
NION OF MY MISTRESS—AN AC- 
COUNT OF THE YOUNG SQUIRE 
—I AM MADE ACQUAINTED WITH | 
MORE PARTICULARS OP NAR- 
CISSA'S SITUATION=—CONCEIVE 
A MORTAL HATRED AGAINST 
SIR TIMOTHY—EXAMINE MY 
LADY'S LIBRARY AND PER- 
FORMANCES— HER EXTRAYVAs- 
GANT BEHAVIOUR. | ; 


RAUGHT with theſe uſeful in- 
ſtructions, I repaired to the place 
of her habitation, and was introduced 
by the waiting-woman to the preſence 
of my lady, who had not before ſeen 


me. She ſat in her ſtudy, with one 


foot on the ground, and the other upon 
a high ſtool at ſome diſtance from her 
ſeat; her ſandy locks hung down in a 
diſorder I cannot call beautiful, from 
her head, which was deprived of 'it's 
coif, for the benefit of ſcratching with 
one hand, while ſhe held the ſtump of 
a pen in the other. Hey forchead was 
high and wrinkled, her eyes were large, 
Preys and prominent; her noſe was 
ong, ſharp, and aquiline; her mouth 
of vaſt capacity; her viſage meagre 
and freckled, and her chin pecked like 
a ſhoemaker's paring knife; her upper 
lip contained a large quantity of plain 
Spaniſh, which, by continual falling, 
had embroidered her neck, that was 
not naturally very white, and the breaſt 
of her gown, that flowed looſe about 
her with a negligence truly poetic, diſ- 
covering linen that was very fine, and, 


to all appearance, never waſhed but in 


Caſtalian fireams. Around her lay 
heaps of books, globes, quadrants, 
teleſcopes, and other learned appara- 
tus: her ſnuff- box ſtood at her right< 
hand; at her left-hand lay her handy 
kerchief ſufhciently uſed; and a con- 
venience to ſpit in, appeared on 2 

8 2 ſide 
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ſide of her chair. She being in a re- 


verie when we entered, the maid did 


not think proper to diſturb her; ſo. 
that we waited ſome minutes unob- 


ſerved, during which time, ſhe bit the 
quill ſeveral times, altered her poſition, 
made many wry faces, and at length, 
with an air of triumph, repeated aloud: 


Nor dare th' immortal gods my rage op- 
_ © poſe” a 
Having committed her ſucceſs to pa- 
per, ſhe turned towards the door, and 
perceiving us, cried, What's the mat- 
ter? — Here's the young man, re- 
lied my conductreſs, whom Mrs. 
s Sagely recommended as a footman to 
your ladyſhip. On this information 
ſhe ſtared in my face a conſiderable 
time, and then aſked my name, which 
I thought proper to conceal under that 
of John Brown. After having ſurveyed 
me with a curious eye, ſhe broke out 
into, O aye ! thou waſt ſhipwrecked, I 
© remember. Whether didſt thou come 
s on ſhore on the back of a whale or a 
© dolphin ?* To this Ianſwered, Thad 
ſwam aſhore without any aſſiſtance. 
Then ſhe demanded to know if I had 
ever been at the Helleſpont, and ſwam 
from Seſtos to Abydos. I replied in 
the negative. Upon which ſhe bade the 
maid order a ſuit of new livery for me, 
and inſtruct me in the articles of my 
 futy ; ſaying, ſhe ſpit in her ſnuff- 
box, and wiped her noſe with her cap 
which lay on the table, inſtead of a 
handkerchief. We returned to the 
Kitchen, where I was regaled by the 
maids, who ſeemed to vie with each 
other in expreſſing their regard for me 
and from them ' underficed that my 
buſineſs canſiſted in gleaning knives 
and forks, laying the cloth, waiting at 
table, carrying meſſages, and attending 
my lady when ſhe went abroad. There 
was a very good ſuit of Jivery in the 
houſe, which had belonged to my pre- 
deceflor deceaſed, and it fitted me ex- 
actly; ſo that there was no occaſion for 
employing a taylor on my account, 
JT had not long been equipped in this 
manner, when my lady's bell rung ; 
upon which I ran up ſtairs, and foun 
her ſtalking about the room in her ſhift 
and under - petticoat only: I would 
have immediately retired as became me, 
but ſhe bid me come in, and air a clean 
Mift for her; which operation I having 
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performed with ſome backwardneſs, ſhe 
put it on before me without any cere. 
mony, and I verily believe was ignorant 
of my ſex all that time, as being quite 
abſorpt in contemplation.” About four 
o'clock in the afternoon, I was ordered 
to lay the cloth, and place two covers, 


v hich I underſtood were for my miſtreſs 


and her niece, whom I had not as yet 
ſeen. Though T was not very dexte- 
rous at this work, I performed it pretty 
well for a beginner ; and when dinner 
was upon the table, ſaw my miſtreſs 
approueh, accompanied by the youn 
lady, whoſe name for the preſent 
be Narciſſa. So much ſweetneſs ap- 
peared in the' countenance and carriage 
of this amiable apparition, that m 
heart was captivated at firſt ſight, an 
while dinner laſted, I gazed upon her 
without intermiſſion. Her age ſeemed 
to be ſeventeen, her ſtature tall, her 
ſhape unexceptionable, her hair, that 
fell down upon her ivory neck in ring- 
lets, black as jet; her arched eye. 
brows of the ſame colour; her eyes 
piercing, yet tender ; her lips of the 
conſiſtence and hue of cherries ; her 
complexion clear, delicate, and healthy; 
her aſpect noble, ingenuous, and hu- 
mane; and the whole perſon fo raviſh- 
ingly delightful, that it was impoſſible 
for any creature, endued with ſenſibi- 
lity, to ſee without admiring, and ad- 
mire without loving her to exceſs! ! 
began to curſe the ſervile ſtation that 
placed me ſo far beneath the regard of 
this idol of my adoration} and yet [ 
bleſſed my fate, that enabled me to en- 
joy daily the ſight of ſo much perfection 
hen ſhe f ola, J liſtened with plea- 
ſure; but when ſhe ſpoke to me, my ſoul 
was thrilled with an extaſy of tumul- 
tous joy! I was even ſo happy as to be 
the ſubje& of their converſation : for 
Narcifla having obſerved me, ſaid to her 


. aunt, I ſee your new footman is come. 


Then adgrefling herſelf to me, aſked, 
with ineffable complacency, if I was 
the perſon who had been fo cruelly uſed 
by the robbers. When I fatisfied her 
in this, ſhe expreſſed a defire of know- 
ing the other particulars of my fortune, 
both before and fince my being ſhip- 
wrecked : hereupon (as Mrs. Sagely 
had counſelled me) I told her that I had 
been bound apprefitice to the maſter of 
a ſhip, contrary to my inclination, which 
ſhip had foundered at ſea; that I and 
four more, who chanced to be on ack 

when 
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when ſhe wentdown, made ſhift to ſwim 
to the ſhore, when my companions, af- 
ter having ov ered me, ſtript me 
to the ſhirt, and left me, as they ima- 
ined, dead of the wounds I received 
in my own defence, Then I related 
the circumſtances of my being found 
in a barn, with the inhuman treatment 
1 met with from the country people and 
parſon; the deſcription of which, I 
rceived, drew tears from the charm- 
ing creature's eyes. When had finiſh- 
ed my recital, my miſtreſs ſaid, * Ma 
« foy! le gargon eft bien fait!” To 
which opinion Narciſſa aſſented, with 
a compliment to my wg vera in 
the ſame language, that flattered my 
vanity extremely. 

The converſation, among other ſab- 
jets, turned upon the Tus ſquire, 
whom my lady enquired after, under 
the title of the ſavage; and was in- 
formed by her niece, that he was till 
in bed, repairing the fatigue of laſt 
night's debauch, and recruiting ſtrength 
and ſpirits to undergo a fox-chace to- 
morrow morning, in company with Sir 
Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, 
and a great many other gentlemen of 
the ſame ſtamp, whom he had invited 
on that occaſion ; ſo that by day-break, 
the whole houſe would be in an up- 
roar. 
piece of news to the virtuoſo, who pro- 
teſted ſhe would ſtuff her ears with 
catton when ſhe went to bed, and take 
a doſe of opium to make her ſleep the 
more ſound, that ſhe might not be diſ- 
turbed and diſtracted by the clamour 
of the brutes. 

When their dinner was over, I and 
my fellow-ſervants ſet down to ours in 
the kitchen, where I underſtood that 
Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy 
knight in the neighbourhood, between 

whom and Narciſſa a match had been 
projected by her brother, who pro- 
miſed at the ſame time to eſpouſe Sir 
Timothy's ſiſter; by which means, as 
their fortunes were pretty equal, the 
young ladies would be provided for, 
and their brothers be never the poorer; 
but that the ladies did not concur in 
the ſcheme, each of them entertaining 
a hearty contempt for the perſon allot- 
ted to her for a huſband by this agree- 
ment. This information begat in me 
a mortal averſion to Sir Timothy, 


whom I looked upon as my rival, and 


gurſed in my heart for his preſump- 


ſtrengly prompted by m 
Aud 1 


This was a very diſagreeable 


Ann, . " 


tion. Next morning by day- break 
being awaked by the noiſe of the hun- 
ters and hounds, I roſe to view the ca- 
valcade, and had a fight of my com- 
petitor, whoſe accompliſhments (the 
eſtate excluded) did not ſeem brilliant 
enough to give me much uneaſineſs 
with reſpe& to Nareiſſa, who, I flat-. 
tered myſelf, was not to be won 4 
ſych qualifications as he was maſter of, 
either as to perſon or mind. My miſ- 
trels, notwithſtanding her precaution, 
was ſo much diſturbed by her nephew's 
company, that ſhe did not riſe till five 


| o'clock in the afternoon: ſo that I had 


an as gg. of examining her ſtudy 
at leiſure, to which examination I was. 
curiolity. 

Here I found a thou raps of her 
own poetry, conſiſting of three, four, 

ten, twelve, and twenty lines, on an 

infinity of ſubjects, which, as whim 

inſpired, ſhe had began, without con- 
ſtancy or capacity to bring to any de- 
gree of compoſition: but what was very 
extraordinary in a female poet, there 
was not the leaſt mention made of love 
in any of her performances. I count- 
ed fragments of five tragedies, the - 
titles of which were, The Stern Phi- 
loſopher; The Double Murder; The 
Sacrilegious Traitor; The Fall of 


Lucifer; and, The Laſt Day. From 


whence I gathered that her diſpoſition 
was gloomy, and her imagination de- 
lighted with objects of horror. Her 
U was compoſed of the beſt Eng- 
liſh hiſtorians, poets, and philoſophers; 
of all the French criticks and poets, 
and of a few books in Italian, chiefly 
poetry, at the head of which were 
Taſſo and Arioſto, pretty much uſed. 
Beſides theſe, tranſlations of the claſ- 
ſicks into French, but not one book in 
Greek or Latin; a circumſtance that 
diſcovered her ignorance in theſe lan- 
guages. After having taken a full 
view of this collection, I retired, and 
at the uſual time was preparing to lay 
the cloth, when I was told by the maid 
that her miſtreſs was ſtill in bed, and 
had been ſo affected with the notes of 
the hounds in the morning, that ſhe 
actually believed herſelf a hare beſet 
by the hunters; and begged a few 


greens to munch for breakfaſt. When 
I expreſſed my ſurprize at this unac- 
countable imagination, ſhe gave me to 
underitand, that her lady was very 
much ſubje& to whims of this Ros 
ome- 


138 
ſometimes fancying herſelf an animal, 


ſometimes a piece of furniture; dur- 


ing which conceited transformations 
it was v dangerous to come near 
her, eſpecially when ſhe repreſented a 
beaſt; for that lately, in the character 
of a cat, ſhe had flown at her and 
ſcratched her face ina terrible manner: 
that ſome months ago ſhe propheſied 
the general conflagration was at hand, 
and nothing would be able to quench 
it but her water, which therefore the 
kept ſo long that her life was in dan- 
ger, and ſhe muſt needs have died of 
the retention, had they not found an 
expedient to make her evacuate, by 
kindling a bonfire under her chamber 
window, and perſuading her thatate 
houſe was in flames; upon which, with 
great deliberation, ſhe bade them bring 
all the tubs and veſſels they could find 
to be filled, for the preſervation of the 
houſe, into one of which ſhe. imme- 
diately diſcharged the cauſe of her diſ- 
temper. I was alſo informed, that no- 
thing contributed ſo much to the reco- 
very of her reaſon as muſic, which 
was always adminiſtered on thoſe oc- 
caſions by Narciſſa, who played per- 
fectly well on the harpſichord, and to 


whom ſhe (the maid) was juſt then £0- ; 


ing to intimate her aunt's diſorder. 
She was no ſooner gone, than I was 
ſummoned by the bell to my lady's 
chamber, where I found her ſitting 
ſquat on her hams on the floor, in the 
manner of puſs when ſhe liſtens to the 
outcries of bs purſuers. When I ap- 
pa ſhe ſtarted up with an alarmed 
ook, and ſprung to the other fide of 
the room to avoid me, whom, without 
dopbt, ſhe miſtook for a beagle thirſt- 
ing after her life. Perceiving her ex- 
treme confuſion I retired, and on. the 
ſtair-caſe met the adorable Narciſſa 
coming up, to whom I imparted the 
fituation of my miſtreſs : ſhe ſaid not 


a word, but ſmiling with unſpeakable 


grace, went into her aunt's apartment, 
and in a little time my ears were ra- 
viſhed with the effects of her ſkill. 
She mp Am the inſtrument with 


a voice ſo ſweet and melodious, that I 


did not wonder at the ſurprizing change 
it produced on the ſpirits of my miſ- 
treſs, which were ſoon compoſed to 
peace and ſober reflection. 

Abont ſeven o'clock the hunters ar- 
rived, with the ſkins of two foxes and one 


badger, carried before them as trophies 
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of their ſucceſs : and-when they were ; 


about to ſit down to dinner 4 ſupper) 
Sir Timothy Thicket deſired that Nar- 


ciſſa would honour the table with her 


reſence: but this requeſt, notwith. 
nding her brother's threats and in; 
treaties, ſhe refuſed, on pretence of at- 
tending her aunt, who was indiſpoſed; 
ſo I enjoyed the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
my rival mortified : but this diſappoint- 
ment made no great impreſſion on him, 
who conſoled himſelf with the bottle, 
of which the whole company became 
ſo enamoured, that after a moſt horrid 
uproar of laughing, ſinging, ſwearing, 
dancing, and fighting, they were all car- 
ried to bed in a ſtate of utter oblivion, 


My duty being altogether detached from 


the ſquire and his family, I led a pretty 
eaſy and comfortable life, drinking 
daily intoxicating draughts of love 
from the charms of Narciſſa, which 
brightened on my contemplation every 
day more and more. Inglorious as 
my ſtation was, I became blind to my 
own unworthineſs, and even conceived 
hopes of one day enjoying this amiable 
creature, whoſe affability greatly en- 
cauraged theſe preſumptuous thoughts. 


CHAP. IV. 


MY MISTRESS IS SURPRIZED AT 
MY LEARNING=—=CUMMUNICATES 
HER PERFORMANCES TO ME— 
I IMPART SOME OF MINE TO 
HER—AM MORTIFIED AT HER 
FAINT PRAISE—NARCISSA A- 
PROVES OF MY CONDUCT=——] 
GAIN AN INVOLUNTARY CON- 
QUEST OVER THE COOK-WENCH 
AND DAIRY - MAID—THEIR MU- 


'TUAL RESENTMENT AND INSl- | 


NUATIONS—THE JEALOUSY OF 
THEIR LOVERS. 


URING this ſeaſon of love and 
tranquility, my muſe, which had 

lain dormant ſo long, awoke, and” pro- 
duced ſeveral] ſmall performances on 
the ſubje& of my flame : but as it con- 
cerned me nearly to remain undiſcover- 
ed in my real character and ſentiments, 
I was under a neceſſity of mortifying 
my deſire of praiſe, by confining my 
works to my own peruſal and applauſe. 
In the mean time I ftrove to inſinuate 
wyſelf into the good opinion of both 
ladies; and ſucceeded fo well, by my 


diligence 
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diligence and dutiful behaviour, that 
in a little time I was at leaft a favou - 
rite ſeryant, and frequently enjoyed the 

leaſure of hearing myſelf mentioned 


n French and Italian with ſome de- 


ee of warmth and ſurprize, by the 
ae object of all my wiſhes, as a per- 
ſon who had ſo much of the gentleman 
in my appearance and diſcourſe, that 
ſhe could not for her foul treat me like 
a common lacquey. My prudence and 
modeſty were not long proof againſt 
theſe bewitching compliments. One 
day, while I waited at dinner, the con- 
verſation turned upon a knotty paſſage 
of Taſſo's Gieruſalem, which it ſeems 
had puzzled them both. After a great 
many unſatis factory conjectures, my 
miſtreſs taking the book out of her poc- 


ket, turned up to the place in queſtion, 


and read the ſentence over and over 
without ſucceſs; at length, deſpairing 
of finding the author's 8 the 
turned to me, ſaying, Come hither 
© Bruno, let us fee what fortune will 
do for us; I will interpret to thee 
© what goes before and what follows 
this obſcure paragraph, the particu- 
lar words of which I will alſo ex- 
plain, that thou mayeit, by compar- 
ing one with another, guels the ſenſe 


of that which perplexes us. I was 


too vain to let ſlip this opportunity of 
diſplaying my'talents, therefore, with- 
out heſitation, read and explained the 
whole of that which had diſconcerted 
them, to the utter aſtoniſhment of both. 
Narciſſa's face and lovely neck were 
overſpread with bluſhes, from which 
I drew a favourable omen; while her 
aunt, after having ſtared at me a good 
while, with a look of amazement, ex- 
claimed, In the name of Heaven! 
* whoartthou?* I told herI had picked 
up a ſmattering of Ttalian, during a 
voyage up the Straits. At this expla- 
nation ſhe ſhook her head, and obſerved 
that no ſmatterer could read as I had 
done. She then deſired to know if I 
underſtood French. To which queſ- 
tion I anſwered in the affirmative. She 
aſked if T was acquainted with the La- 
tin and Greek? I replied, *« A little.” 
—* Oho !* continued ſhe, and with 
* philoſophy and mathematicks, I ſup- 
l es 2” . I knew ſomething 
of each. Then ſhe repeated her ſtare 
and interrogation. I began to repent 
of my vanity; andin order to repair the 
fault J had committed, ſaid it was not 
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to be wondered at if T had a tolerable 
education, for learning was ſo cheap in 


my country, that every peaſant was a 


ſcholar; but I hoped her ladyſhip would 


think my underſtanding no exception 


to my character. She was pleaſed to 
anſwer, No, no; God forbid !“ But 
during the reſt of the time they at at 


table, they behaved with remarkable 


reſerve. 


ſineſs, and I paſſed the ni 


This alteration gave me e unea- 
t without 


ſleep, in melancholy reflections on the 
vanity of young men, which prompts 
them to commit ſo many fooliſh actions, 
contrary to their own ſober judgment. 
Next day, however, inſtead of profit- 
ing by this ſelf-condemnation, I yield- 
ed ſtill more to the dictates of the prin- 
ciple I had endeavoured to chaſtiſe, 
and if fortune had not befriended me 
more than prudence could expe&, L 
ſhould have been treated with the con- 
tempt it deſerved. After breakfaſt, my 
lady, who was a true author, bade me 
follow her into the ſtudy, where ſhe ex- 
preſſed herſelf thus: * you are ſo 
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learned, you cannot be void of taſte; 
therefore I am to deſire your opi- 
nion of a ſmall performance in poe- 
try, which I lately compoſed, Von 
muſt know I have planned a tragedy, 
the ſubject of which ſhall be the 
murder of a prince before the altar, 
where he is buſy at his devotions. 
After the deed is perpetrated, the re- 
gecide will harangue the peoplewith 
a bloody dagger in his hand; and - 
have already compoſed a ſpeech, ' 
which I think will ſuit the character 
extremely. Here it is. Then tak- 


ing up a ſcrap of papers ſhe read it 


with violent empha 
follows: 


s and geſture, as 


© Thus have I ſent the ſimple king to hell, 


Without or coffin, ſhroud, or paſſing bell. 
To me, what aredivine and human laws ! 


I court no ſanction, but my own applauſe ! 
© Rapes, robb'ries, treaſons, yield my ſoul 


« delight, 


© And human carnage gratifies my fight; 
I drag the parent by the hoary hair, 


And toſs the ſprawling infant on my 


«© ſpear, 


„While the fond mother's cries regale 


s mine ear. 


© I fight, I vanquiſh, murder friends and 


© foes; 


© Nor dare th* immortal gods my rage op- 


C poſe.” 


Though 


Though I did great violence to my 
underſtanding in praifing this unnatu- 
ral rhapſody, I — extolled it 
as a production that of itſelf deſerved 
immortal fame; and beſought her la- 
dyſhip to bleſs the world with the fruits 
of thoſe uncommon talents Heaven had 
beſtowed upon her. She ſmiled with a 
look of ſeli-complacency ; and, encou - 
raged by the incenſe I had offered, com- 
municated all her poetical works, which 
I applauded one by one, with as little 
candour as I had ſhewn at firſt. Sa- 
tiated with my flattery, which I hope 


my ſituation juſtified, ſhe could not in 


conſcience refuſe me an opportunity of 
ſhining in my turn ; and therefore, af- 
ter a compliment to my nice diſcern- 
ment and taſte, obſerved, that doubt- 
leſs I muſt have produced ſomething in 
that way myſelf, which ſhe defired to 
ee. This was a temptation I could 
by no means reſiſt. I owned, that while 
IJ was at college, I wrote ſome ſmall 
| | ieces, at the deſire of a friend 
who was in love; and at her requeſt 
f ted the following verſes, which 
indeed my love for Narciſſa had in- 
ſpired 


ON CELIA PLAYING ON THE HARP- 
$ICHORD AND SINGING. 


J. 
| HEN Sappho ftruck the quiv'ring 


wire 
The throbbing breaſt was all on fire; 
. And when ſhe rais'd the vocal lay, 


The captive ſoul was charm'd away! 


$ II. 


But had the nymph poſſeſt, with theſe, 
Thy fofter, chaſter pow'r to pleaſe; 
Thy beauteous air of ſprightly youth, 
Thy native ſmiles of artlefs truth: 


III. 


The worm of grief had never prey'd 
On the forſaken, love · ſick maid ; 
Nor had ſhe mourn'd an hapleſs flame, 
Nor daſh'd on rocks her tender frame. 


My miſtreſs paid me a cold compli- 
ment on my verſification, which, ſhe 
ſaid, was elegant enough, but the ſub- 


ject beneath the pen of a true poet. I 


was extremely nettled at her indiffe- 


_ warmth, an 
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rence, and looked at Nareiſſa, who by 
this time had joined us, for her appro. 
bation; but - ſhe declined giving her 
opinion, proteſting ſhe was no judge 
of theſe matters: ſo that I was forced 
to retire, very much baulked in my ex. 
pectation, which was generally a little 
too ſanguine. In the afternoon, how. 
ever, the waiting-maid aſſured me, 


that Narciſſa had expreſſed her appro. 


bation of wy rformance with great 

eſired her to procure a 
copy of it, as for herſelf, that the (Nar- 
ciſſa) might have an opportunity to pe. 
ruſe it at pleaſure. I was elated to an 
extravagant pitch at this intelligence, 


and immediately tranſcribed a fair copy 


of my ode, which was carried to t 
dear charmer, together with another on 
the ſame ſubject, as follows. 


I. 


H fatal ſhafts unerring move, 

I bow before thine altar, Love 
I feel thy ſoft, reſiſtleſs flame, | 
Glide ſwift through all my vital frame? 


II. 


U 
For while I gaze, my boſom glows, 
My blood in tides impetyous flows, 
Hope, fear, and joy, alternate roll, 
And floods of tranſports whelm my ſoul. 


III. 


My fault'ring tongue attempts in vain, 
In ſoothing murmurs to complain; 
My tongue ſome ſecret magic ties, 

My murmurs fink in broken ſighs ! 


IV. 


Condemn'd to nurſe eternal care, 
And ever drop the fil ent tear, 
Unheard I mourn, , unknown I ſigh, 
Unfriended live, unpity d die. 


Whether or not Narciſſa diſcovered 
my paſſion, I could not learn from her 
behaviour, which, though always be- 


nevolent to me, was henceforth more 


reſerved and leſs chearful. While my 
thoughts aſpired to a ſphere ſo far above 


me, I had unwittingly made a con- 


queſt of the cook-wench and dairy- 
maid, who became ſo jealous of each 
other, that if their ſentiments had been 
refined by education, it is probable 

© one 
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recourſe to poiſon or ſteel, to be avenged 
of her rival, but as their minds were 
happily adapted to their humble ſtation, 
their mutual enmity was contined to 
ſcolding and fitty-cuffs, in which ex- 
erciſes they were both well ſkilled. 
My good fortune did not long remain 


a ſecret; for it was diſcloſed by the 


frequent broils of theſe heroines, who 
kept no decorum in their encounters. 
The.coachman and gardener, who paid 
their devoirs to my admirers, each to 
his reſpective choice, alarmed at my 
ſucceſs, laid their heads together, in 
order to concert a plan of revenge; and 
the former having been educated at the 
academy of Tottenham Court, under- 
took to challenge me to ſingle combat. 
He accordingly, with many opprobri- 


ous invectives, bade me defiance, and 


offered to box me for twenty guineas. 
I told him, that although I believed 
myſelf a match for him, even at that 
work, I would not deſcend fo far be- 
low the dignity of a gentleman as to 
fight like a porter; but if he had any 
thing to ſay to me, I was his man at 
blunderbuſs, muſket, piſtol, ſword, 
hatchet, ſpit, cleaver, fork, or needle ; 
nay, I ſwore, that ſhould he give his 
tongue any more ſaucy liberties at my 
expence, I would crop his ears with- 
out any ceremony. This rhodomon- 
tade, delivered with a ſtern counte- 
nance, and reſolute tone, had the de- 
fired effet upon my antagoniſt, who 
with ſome confuſion ſneaked off, and 
gave his friend an account of his re- 
ception. The ſtory taking air among 
the ſervants, procured for me the title 
of Gentleman John, with which I was 
ſometimes honoured even by my miſ- 
tre/'s and Narciſſa, who had been in- 
formed of the whole affair by the 


chamber-maid. In the mean time, the 


rival queens expreſſed their paſſion b 
all the ways in their power: the 3 
entertained me with choice bits, the 
dairy-maid with ſtroakings; the firſt 
would often encourage me to diſcover 
myſelf, by complimenting me upon my 
courage and learning, and obſerving, 
that if ſhe had a huſband like me to 
maintain order and keep accompts, ſhe 
could make a great deal of money by 
ſetting up, an eating-houſe at London, 
for gentlemen's ſervants on board- 
wages. The other courted my affection, 


by ſhewing her own importance, and 
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telling me, that many a ſubſtantial 


farmer in the neighbourhood would be 
glad to marry her; but ſhe was re- 
ſolved to pleaſe her eye, if ſhe ſhould 
pages her heart. Then ſhe would 
aunch out into the praiſe of my proper 
perſon, and ſay, ſhe was ſure I would 


make a good huſband, for I was very 


good-natured. I began to be uneaſy 
at, the importunities of theſe inamo- 
ratas, whom at another time, -perhaps, 
I might have pleaſed without the dif- 
agreeable ſauce of matrimony; but at 
1 my whole ſoul was engroſſed 
y Narciſſa, and I could not bear the 
thoughts of doing any thing deroga- 
my of the paſſion I entertained for 
1. Tae" 


CHAP. v. 


NARCISSA BEING IN DANGER PROM- 
THE BRUTALITY'\ Or SIR TIMOo- 
- THY, Is RESCUED BY ME, WHO 
REVENGE MYSELF ON MY RIVAL 
—I DECLARE MY PASSION, AND 
RETREAT TO THE SEA-SIDE— . 
Au SURROUNDED BY . SMUG+» 
GLERS, AND CARRIED TO BUL- 


- LOIGN=—FIND MY UNCLE, LIEU- 


TENANT BOWLING, IN GREAT 
DISTRESS, AND RELIEVE 1 
OUR CONVERSATION. 
AE certain intervals, my ambition 
would revive; I would deſpiſe. 
myſelf for my tame reſignation to my 
ſordid fate, and revolve an hundred 
ſchemes for aſſuming the character of 
a gentleman, to which I thought my- 
{elf entitled by birth and education. In 
theſe fruitleſs ſuggeſtions time ſtole 
away unperceived, and I had already 
remained eight months in the ſtation 
of a footman, when an accident hap- 
pened, that put an end to my ſervitude, 
and for the preſent baniſhed all hopes 
of ſucceeding in my love. 
Narciſſa went one day to viſit Miſs 
Thicket, who lived with her brother 
within leſs than a mile of our houſe, 
and was perſuaded to walk home in the . 
cool of the evening, accompanied by 
Sir Timothy ; who, having a good deal 
of the brute in him, was inſtigated to 
uſe ſome unbecoming familiarities with 
her, encouraged by the ſolitarineſs of 
a field through which they paſſed. 


The lovely-creature was incenſed at his 
* rude 
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rude behaviour, for which ſhe re- 
proached him in ſuch a manner, that 

E loſt all regard to decency, and ac- 


tually offered violence to this pattern 
of innocence and beauty. But Heaven 


would not ſuffer ſo much goodneſs to 


be violated; and ſent me, who paſ- 
ſing by, accident near the place was 
alarmed with her cries, to her ſuccour. 
What were the emotions of my ſoul, 
when I beheld Narcifla, almoſt ſinking 
beneath the brutal force of this ſatyr 
I flew like lightning to her reſcue, 
and he perceiving me, quitted his prey, 
and drew his .hanger to. chaſtiſe my 


re 7m My indignation was too 


gh to admit one thought of fear, ſo 
that ruſhing upon him, I ſtruck his 
weapon out of his hand, and uſed my 
-cudgel ſo ſucceſsfully, that he fell to 
the ground, and Jay, to all appearance, 
without ſenſe. Then I turned to Nar- 
eiſſa, who had fwooned, and fitting 
down by her, gently raiſed her head, 
and ſupported it on my boſom, while, 
with my hand around her waiſt, ] kept 
her jn*that peſition. My ſoul - was 
thrilled with tumultuous joy, at feel - 
ing the object of any deareſt withes with - 
in my arms; and while ſhe lay inſen- 


ſible, I could not refrain from apply- 


ing my cheek to her's and raviſhing a 
Kiſs. In alittle time, the blood began 
to reviſit her face, ſhe opened her en- 
chanting eyes, and having recollected 
her late ſituation, ſaid, with a look 
full. of tender acknowledgment, * Dear 
John, I am eternally obli 
So ſaying, ſhe made an effort to riſe, 
in which I aſſiſted her, and ſheproceed- 
ed to tlie houſe, leaning upon me all 


the way. I was a thouſand times tempt- 
ed by this opportunity to declare my 


as but the dread of diſobliging 
r, reſtrained. my tongue. We had 
not.moved an hundred paces from the 
ſcene of her diſtreſs, when I perceived 
Sir Timothy riſe and walk homeward ; 


a circumſtance which, though it gave. 
inatmuch as 
I thereby knew I had not killed him, 
filled me with juſt apprehenſion of his 


me ſome latisfaction, 


reſentment, which I found myſelf in 
no condition to withſtand; eſpeciall 

when I conſidered his intimacy with 
our ſquire, to whom I knew. he could 
juſtify himſelt for what he had done, by 
imputing it to his love, and deſiring his 
brother Bruin to take the ſame liberty 
with his fitter, without any tear of of- 
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to you !* 


fence. When we arrived at the houſe; 


Narciſſa aſſured me, the would exert al} / 
her influence in protecting me from the 
revenge of Thicket, and likewiſe en. 
gage her aunt in my favour, At the 
tame time, pulling out her purſe, of. 
fered it as a ſmall conſideration far the 
ſervice I had done her. But I ſtood too 
much upon the punctilios of love to in- 
cur the leaſt ſuſpicion of being merce- 
nary, and refuſed the preſent, by ſay. 
ing, I had merited nothing by bazely 
doing 3 duty. She ſecmed aſtoniſhed 
at my diſintereſtedneſs, and bluſhed; I 
felt the ſame ſuffuſion, and with a 


, down-caſt eye, and broken accent, told 


her, I had one requeſt to make, which; 
if her generoſity would grant, ſhould 
think myſelf fully recompented for an 
age of miſery. She changed colour at 
this pieamble, and, with great con- 
fuſion, replied, ſhe hoped my good 
ſenſe would hinder me from aſking any 
thing ſhe was bound in honour to re. 
fuſe, and therefore bade me ſignify my 
deſire. Upon which I. kneeled, and 
begged to kiſs her hand. She imme- 
diately with an averted look, ſtretched 
it out; I imprinted on it an ardent 


kiſs, and bathing it with my - tears, 


cried, © Dear Madam, I am an un- 
« fortunate gentleman, and love you 
to diftraftion, but would have died 
a thouſand deaths rather than make 
this declaration under ſuch a ſervile 
appearance, were I not determined to 
yield to the rigour of my fate, to fly 
from your bewitching preſence, and 
bury my preſumptuous paſſion in 
eternal ſilence.“ With theſe words 
I roſe and went away, before ſhe 
could recover her ſpirits ſo far as to 
make any reply. My firſt care was to 
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go and conſult Mrs, Sagely, with whom 


I had maintained a friendly correſpon- 
dence ever ſince I teft her houſe. When 
ſhe underſtood my ſituation, the good 
woman, with real concern, condoled 
me on my unhappy fate, and approved 
of my reſoiution to leave the country, 
as being perfectly well acquainted with 
the barbarous diſpoſition of my rival; 
© who, by this time, ſaid ſhe, © has 
no doubt meditated a ſcheme of re- 
venge. Indeed, L cannot fee how you 
will be able to elude his vengeance; 
being himſelf-in the commiſhon, he 
will immediately grant warrants for 
apprebending you; aud as almoſt all 
* the people in this country are do- 

pendant 
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« pendant on him or his friend, it will 
be impoſſible for you to find ſhelter 
© among them: if you ſhould be ap- 


© prehended, he will commit you to 


« g20l, where you may, poflibly lan- 


4 ouiſh in great miſery till the next 
and then be tranſported 


C aſhzes, 
for aſſaulting a magiſtrate.* While 
ſhe thus warned me of my danger, we 
heard a knocking at the door, which 


threw us both into great conſternation, 


as, in all probability, it was occaſioned 
by my purſuers ; whereupon this ge- 
nerous old lady putting two guineas 
into my hand, with tears in her.eyes, 
bade me, for God's ſake, get out at 
the back door, and conſult my ſafety 
as Providence ſhould direct me. There 
was no time for deliberation. I fol- 
lowed her advice, and eſcaped by the 
benefit of a dark night, to the ſea-ſide, 
where, while Iruminated on my next ex- 
curſion, Las all of a ſudden ſurrounded 
by armed men, who having bound my 
hands and feet, bade me make no noiſe, 
on pain of being ſhot, and carried me 
on heard of a veſſel, which I ſoon per- 
ceived to be a ſmuggling cutter. This 
diſcovery gave me — ſatis faction at 
firſt, becauſe I concluded myſelf ſafe 
from the reſentment of Sir Timothy. 
But when I found myſelf in the hands 
of ruffians, who threatened to execute 
me for a ſpy, I would-have thought my- 
ſelf happily quit for a year's impriſon- 
ment, or even tranſportation. It was in 
vain for me to proteſt my innocence : 
I could not perſuade them that I had 
taken a ſolitary walk to their haunt, 
at ſuch an hour, merely for my own 
amuſement; and I did not think it my 
intereſt to diſcloſe the true cauſe of my 
retreat, hecauſe I was afraid they would 
have made their peace with juſtice by 
ſurrendering me to the penalty of the 
law. What confirmed their ſuſpicion 
was, the appearance of a cuſtom-houſe 
yacht, which gaye them chace, and 
had well nigh made a prize of their veſ- 
ſel; when they weredelivered from their 
fears by a thick fog, which effectually 
ſcreened them, and favoured their ar- 
rival at Bulloign. But before they got 
out of ſight of their purſuer, they- held 
a council of war about me, and ſome 
of the moſt ferocious among them, 
would have thrown me over-board as 
a traitor who had betrayed them to their 
enemies; but others more confiderate, 
alledged, that if they put me to death, 


143 


and ſhould afterwards be taken, they 
could expect no mercy from the legi- 
ſlature, which would never pardon out- 
lawry aggravated by murder. It was 
therefore determined. by a plurality of 
votes, that I ſhould be ſet on ſhore in 
France, and left to find my paſſage back 
to England as I ſhould think proper, 
this being puniſhment ſufficient for the: 
bare ſuſpicion of a crime in itſelf. not 
capital, Although this favourablede- 
termination gave me great pleaſure, the 
apprehenſion of being robbed would 
not ſuffer me to be perfectly at eaſe. 
To prevent this calamity, as ſoon as I 
was untied in conſequence of the a- 
foreſaid deciſion, I tore a ſmall hole in 
one of my ſtockings, into which I drop- 
ped ſix guineas, reſerving half a piece 
and ſome filver in my pocket, that 
finding ſomething, they might not be 
tempted to make any farther enquiry. 
This was a very neceſſary precaution, 
for when we came within ſight of the 
French ſhore, one of the ſmugglers 


told me, I muſt pay for my ppſlage. 


To this declaration I-replied, that my 
paſſage was none of my own ſeeking; 
therefore they could not expect a re- 
ward from me for tranſporting me into 
a ſtrange country by force. Damme !* 
ſaid the outlaw, © none of your pala- 
© yer; but let me ſee what money you 
© have got.“ So ſaying, he thruſt his 
hand into my pocket without any cere- 
mony, and emptied it of the contents: 
then caſting an eye at my hat and wi 
which captivated his fancy, he took 
them off, and clapping his own n my 
head, declared, that a fair exchange 
was no robbery, I was fain to put up 
with the bargain, which was by no 
means favourable to me; and a'little 
while after we wentall on ſhore together. 

I reſolved to take my leave of theſe 
deſperadoes,' without much ceremony, 


when one of them cautioned me againſt 


appearing to their prejudice if ever TI re- 
. — . unleſs. I had a 
mind to be murdered ; for which ſer- 
vice, he aſſured me, the gang never 
wanted agents. I promiſed to obſerye 
his advice, and departed for the Upper 
Town, where I enquired for a cabaret 
or public-houſe, into which I went, 
with an intention of taking ſome re- 
freſhment. In the kitchen, five Dutch 
failors ſat at breakfaſt, with a large 
loaf, a firkin of butter, and a cag of 
brandy, the bung of which they often 
| + i applied 


* 


— 


* 
applied to their mouths with great per- 

| — and ſatisfaction. * 
diſtance from them I perceived another 
perſon in the ſame garb, ſitting in a 
ſive ſolitary manner, entertaining 
himſelf with a whiff of tobacco, from 
the ſtump of a pipe as black as jet. 
The appearance of diſtreſs never failed 
to attract my regard and compaſſion ; 
1 approached this forlorn tar with a 
view to offer him my aſſiſtance, and 
notwithſtanding the don of dreſs, 
and diſguiſe of a long beard, I diſco- 
vered in him my long loſt and lament- 
ed uncle and benefactor, Lieutenant 
Bowling! Good Heaven, what were 
the agitations of my ſoul, between the 
joy of finding again ſuch a valuable 
friend, and the ſorrow of ſeeing him 
in ſuch a low condition! The tears 
guſhed down my cheeks, I ſtood mo- 
tionleſs and Glent for ſome time; at 
length, recovering the uſe of ſpeech, 
exclaimed, * Gracious God"! Mr. 
Bowling!“ My uncle no ſooner heard 
his name mentioned, than he ſtarted 
up, crying with ſome ſurprize, Hol- 
© loa!* and after having ra at me 
ſtedfaſtly, without being able to recol- 
le& me, ſaid, Did you call me, bro- 
© ther?” I told him had ſomething 
extraordinary to communicate, and de- 
fired him to give me the hearing for 
a few minutes in another room; but 
he would by no means conſent to this 
propoſal, ſaying, © Avaſt there, friend; 
none of your trieks upon travellers : 
* if you have any thing to ſay to me, 
do it above-board ; 
© afraid of being overheard ; here are 
© none who underſtand our lingo.'— 


Though I was lothe to diſcover myſelf 


before company, I could no longer re- 
frain from telling him, I was his own 
nephew Roderick Random. On this 
information, he conſidered me with 
great earneſtneſs and aſtoniſhment, and 
recalling my features, which though 
enlarged, were not entirely altered 
ſince he had ſeen me, came up and 
ſhook me by the hand very cordially, 
proteſting he was glad to fee me well. 
After ſome pauſe, he went on thus: 
* Andyet, my lad, Iam forry to ſee 
« you under ſuch colours; the more ſo, 
* as it is. not in my power, at preſent, 
* to change them for the better, times 
being very hard with me.“ With 
theſe words, I could perceive a tear 


ickle down his furrowed cheeks, 
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ou need not be 


which affected me ſo much, that I wept 
bitterly. Imagining my ſorrow was tlie 
eſtect of my own misfortunes, he com- 
forted me, with obſerving, that life 
was a voyage in which we muſt expect 


to meet with all weathers; ſometimes 


it was calm, ſometimes rough; that a 
fair gale often ſucceeded a ſtorm; that 
the wind did not always fit one way, 


and that deſpair ſignified nothing; but 


reſolution and ſkill were better than a 
ſtout veſſel: for why ! becauſe they re- 
quire no carpenter, and grow ſtronger 
the more labour they undergo, I dried 
up my tears, which I aſſured him were 
not ſhed for my own diſtreſs, but for 
his, and begged leave to accompany 
him into another room, where we could 
converſe more at our eafe. There 


I recounted to him the ungenerous 


uſage I had met with from Potion; at 
which relation he ſtarted up, ſtalked 
acroſs the room three or four times, in 
a == barry, and graſping his cud- 
gel, cried, * I would I werealong-fide 
© of him, that's all; I would I were 
© along-ſide of him! I then gave him 
a detail of all my adventures and ſuf- 
ferings, which affected him more than 
I could have imagined ; and concluded 
with telling him that Captain Oak- 
hum was ſtill alive, and that he might 
return to England when he would to 
ſolicit his affairs, without danger or 
moleſtation, He was wonderfully pleaſ. 
ed with this piece of information, of 
which, however, he ſaid, he could not 
at preſent avail himſelf, for want of 
money to pay For his paſlage to Lon- 
don. This objection I ſoon removed, 
by putting five guineas into his hand, 
and telling him, I thought myſelf ex- 
tremely happy in having an opportu- 
nity of manifeſting my gratitude to him 
in his neceſſity, - But it was with the 
utmoſt difficulty I could prevail upon 
him to accept of two, which he at- 
firmed were more than ſufficient to de- 
fray the neceſſary expence. After this 
friendly conteſt was over, he propoſed 
we ſhould have a meſs of ſomething: 
« For,' ſaid he, it has been banyan 
© day with me a great while. You muſk 
© know I was ſhipwrecked five days 
© ago, near a place called Liſieux, in 
© company with thoſe Dutchmen who 
© are now drinking below; and hav- 
ing but little money when I came 
© aſhore, it was ſoon ſpent, becauſe 1 
© let them have ſhare and ſhare _—_ 

6 laſted, 


c laſted. Howſomever, I ſhould have 
remembered the old ſaying, Every 


+ hog his own apple: for when they 


found my hold unſtowed, they went 
© all hands to ſhooling and begging, 


and becauſe I would not take a 


« ſpell at the ſame duty, refuſed to 
give me the leaſt aſſiſtance; fo that 
© | have not broke bread theſe two 
days. I was ſhocked at the ex- 
tremity of his diſtreſs, and ordered 
ſome bread, cheeſe, and wine, to be 
brought immediately, to allay his hun- 

r, until a fricaſſee of chickens could 

e prepared. When he had recruited 
his ſpirits with this homely fare, I de- 
fired to know the particulars of his pe- 
regrination, ſinèe the accident at Cape 
Tiberoon; which were briefly theſe: 


The money he had about him being all 


ſpent at Port Louis, the civility and 


hoſpitality of the French cooled to ſuch 


a degree, that he was obliged to liſt on 
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of the admiralty, to whom 1 intend 


to write a petition, ſetting forth my 
caſe: if I ſucceed, I ſhall havewhere- 


% 


board of one of their king's ſhips as a 


common foremaſt-man, to prevent him- 
ſelf from ſtarving on ſhore. In this 


ſituation he continued two years, during 


which time he had acquired ſome know- 
ledge of their language, and the repu- 
tation of a good feamen: the ſhip he 
belonged to was ordered home to 
France, where ſhe was laid up, as unfit 
for ſervice, and he was received on 
board of one of Monſieur D'Antin's 
ſquadron, in quality of a quarter-maſ- 
ter; which office he performed in a 
voyage to the Weſt Indies, where they 
engaged with our ſhip as before related; 
but his conſcience upbraiding him for 
ferving the enemies of his country, he 
quitted the ſhip at the ſame place where 
he firſt liſted, and got to Curaſoa in a 
Dutch veſſel ; there he bargained with: 
a ſkipper bound to RI to work for 
his paſſage to Holland, from whence he 


was in hopes of hearing from his friends 
in England; but he was caſt away, as 


he mentioned before, on the French 
coaſt, and muſt have been reduced to 
the neceſſity of travelling on foot to 
Holland, and begging for his ſubſiſtence 
on the road, or of entering on board 


of another French man of war, at the 


hazard of being treated as a deſerter, if 
Providence had not ſent me to his ſuc- 


cour. And now, my lad," continued 


be, I think I ſhall ſteer my courſe di- 
© reftly to London, where I do not 


doubt of being replaced, and of hav- 
ing the R taken off me by the lords 


ble him to a 


c 

c 

* 

« withal to give you ſome aſſiſtance, 
© becauſe when T left the ſhip, I had 
two years pay due to me; therefore I 
«© defire to know whither you are bound; 
* and beſides, perhaps, I may have in- 
© tereſt enough to procure a warrant 
c appointing ar; ſurgeon's mate of the 
© ſhipto which I ſhall belong. For the 
© beadle of the admiralty is my good 
friend; and he and one of the under- 
6 clerks are ſworn brothers, and that 
© under-clerk has a good*deal to ſay 
© with-one of the -clerks, whois 
© very well known to the under-ſccre- 
© tary, who, upon his recommendation, 
© I hope will recommend my affair to 
© the firſt ſecretary; and he again will 
© ſpeak to one of the lords in my be- 
© half: ſo that you ſee I do not want 
friends to aſſiſt me on occaſion. As 
«© forthefellow Crampley, tho'f I know 
© him not, I am ſure he is neither ſea- 
© man nor officer, by what you have 
© told me, or elſe he could never be ſo 
much miſtaken in his reckoning, as 
© to run the ſhip on ſhore on the coaſt 
© of Suſlex, before he believed himſelf 
6 
P 
6 
* 


in ſoundings: neither, when that ac- 


cident happened, would he have left 
the ſhip until ſhe had been ſtove to 
pieces, eſpecially when the tide was 
© making; wherefore by this time I de 
© ſuppoſe he has been tried by a court 
© martial, and executed for his cow- 
© ardiĩce and miſconduct.“ I could not 
help ſmiling at the deſcription of my 
uncle's ladder, by which he propoſed to 
climb to the attention of the board of 
admiralty; and though I knew the 
world too well to confide in ſuch de- 
pendance myſelf, I would not diſcou- 
rage him with doubts ; but aſked if he 
had no friend in London who would 
advance a ſmall ſum of money to ena- 
ar as he ought, and make 
a ſmall preſent to the under-ſecretary, 


. who' might poſſibly diſpatch his buß- 


neſs the ſooner on that account. He 
ſcratched his head ; and, after ſome re- 
collection, replied, © Why, yes, I be- 
© lieve Daniel Whipcord, the ſhip- 
© chandlerin Wapping, would not re- 
© fuſe me ſuch a ſmall matter. I know 
I can have what credit I want for 
© lodging, liquor, and clothes; but as 
© to money, I wan'tbepofitive: had ho- 
© neſt. Block been living, I ſhould e 
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© have been at a loſs,* I was heartily 
ſorry to find a worthy man ſo deſtitute 
of friends, when he had ſuch need of 
them; and looked upon my own ſitu- 
tion as leſs miſerable than his, becauſe 
I was better acquainted with the ſel- 
fiſhneſs and roguery of mankind ; con- 
ſequently leſs liable to diſappointment: 
and impoſition. 


SN AP. JI. 
BE TAKES HIS PASSAGE IN A CUT- 
TER FOR DEAL—WE ARE ACCOS- 
TED BY A PRIEST, WHO PROVES. 
TO BEA SCOTCHMAN—HIS PRO- 
_ FESSION OF FRIENDSHIP-—HE 15S 
AFFRONTED BY THE LIEUTE- 
" ANT, WHO AFTERWARDS AP- 
_ PEASES HIM BY SUBMISSIO N— 
MY UNCLE EMBARKS—1 AM 1N- 
TRODUCED BY A PRIEST TO A 
CAPUCHIN, IN WHOSE COMPANY 
IS ET OUT FOR PARIS—THE CHA- 
'RACTER OF MY FELLOW-TRA- 
VELLER—AN ADVENTURE ON 
THE ROAD—I AM SHOCKED AT 
HIS BEHAVIOUR. ; 


WHEN our repaſt was ended, we 
walked down to the harbour, 
where we found a cutter that was to 


fail for Deal in the evening, and Mr. 


Bowling agreed for his paſſage: in 


the mean time we ſauntered about the 


town to ſatisfy our wa lagu our con- 
verſation turning on the ſubject of my 


deſigns, which were not as yet fixed: 


neither can it be ſuppoſed that my wind 
was at eaſe, when I found myſelf re- 
duced to almoſt extreme poverty, in 
the midſt of foreigners, among whom 


I had not one acquaintance to adviſe or 


befriend me. My uncle was ſenſible 
of my forlorn condition, and preſſed me 
-to accompany him to England, where 
he did not doubt of finding ſome ſort 


of proviſion for me : but beſides the 


other reaſons I had for avoiding that 


kingdom, I looked upon it, at this time, 


as the wortt country in the univerſe-for 


'a poor honeſt man to live in; and there- 


fore determined to remain in France at 
all events. I was confirmed in this re- 
ſolution by a reverend prieſt, who paſ- 
ſing by at this time, and over-hearing 


us {peak Engliſh, accoſted us in the 


ſame language, telling us he was our 
countryman, and wiſhing it might be 
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ve no ſooner named, than he 
and wringing our hands with great fer- 


in his power to do us any ſervice. We. 


thanked this grave perſon for his cour- 
teous offer, and invited him to drink a 
glais with us, which he did not think, 
proper to refuſe, and we went all toge.. 
ther into a tavern of his recommending. 
After having drank to our healths in a 
bumper of good Burgundy, he began 
to enquire into our ſituation, particu- 
larly the place of our nativity; which 

Le up, 


vour, ſhed a flood of tears, crying, I 
come from the ſame part of the coun- 
try! perhaps you are my own rela- 
tions. I was on my guard againſt his 
careſſes, which I ſuſpected very much, 
when I remembered the adventure of 
the money-dropper ; but without any 
appearance of dithdence, obſerved, that 
as he was born in that part of the 
country, he muſt certainly know our fa- 
milies, which (howſoever mean our pre- 
ſent appearance might be) were none of 
the moſt obſcure or inconſiderable. 
Then I diſcovered our names, to which 
I found he was no ſtranger ;3 he had 
known my grandfather perſonally ; and 
notwithſtanding an * of fifty 
years from Scotland, recounted ſo ma- 
ny particulars of the families in the 
neighbourhood, that my ſcruples were 
entirely removed, and I thought myſelf 
happy in his acquaintance. In the 
courſe of our converſation, I diſcloſed 
my condition without reſerve, and diſ- 
played my talents to fuch advantage, 
that the old father looked upon me with 
admiration, and aſſured me that if I 
ſtaid in France, and liſtened to reaſon, 
I could not fail of making my-fortune, 
to which he would contribute all in his 
wer. 

My uncle began to he jealous of tht 
prieſt's inſinuation, and very abruptly 
declared, that if ever I ſhouid renounce 
my religion, he would break off all 
connection and correſpondence with me; 
for it was his opinion, that no honeſt 
man would ſwerve from the principles 
in which he was bred, whether Turkiſh, 
Proteſtant, or Roman. The father, 
affronted at this declaration, with great. 
vehemence, began a long diſcourſe, ſet- 
ting forth the danger of obſtinacy, and 
ſhutting one's eyes againſt the light : 


he ſaid that ignorance would be no plea 


towards juſtification, when we had op- 


portunities of being better informed; 


and that if the minds of people had not 
: been 
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" heen open to convidtion, the Chriſtian 


religion could not have been propaga- 
ted in the world; and we ſhould now 
be in a ſtate of Pagan darkneſs and bar- 
harity : he endeavoured to prove, by 


ſome texts of ſeripture, and many quo- 
ations from the fathers, that the Pope 


was the ſucceſſor of St. Peter, and vicar 
of Jeſus Chriſt; that the church of 
Rome was the true, holy, catholic 
church; and that the proteſtant faith 
was an impious hereſy, and damnable 
millions of 
fouls would ſuffer everlaſting perdition. 
When he had finiſhed his ſermon, which 
I thought he pronounced with more 
zeal than difcretion, he addreſſed him- 
ſelf to my uncle, and defixed to know 
his objections to what had been ſaid. 
The licutenant, whoſe attention had 
been wholly engrofſed by-his own af- 
fairs, took the pipe out of his mouth, 
and replied, * As for me, friend, d'ye 
© ſee, I have no objection to what you 
© ſay, it may be either true or falſe for 
© what I know; I meddle with nobo- 
* dy's affairs but my own :. the gunner 
to his linftock, and the ſteerſman to 
© the helm, as the ſaying is. I truſt to 
no creed but the compaſs, and do un- 
© to every man as I would be done by; 
* ſo that I defy the pope, the devil, and 


| © the pretender; and hope to be ſaved. 


as well as another. This aſſociation 
of perſons gave great offence to the 
friar, who proteſted in a mighty paſſion, 
that if Mr. Bowling had not been his 
countryman, he would have cauſed him 
to be impriſoned for his infolence. I 
ventured to diſapprove of my uncle's 
raſhneſs, and appeaſed the old gentle- 
man, by aſſuring him there was no of- 
fence intended by my kinſman, who 
by this time, ſenſible of his error, ſhook 
the mjured party by the hand, and aſked 
m_ for the freedom he had taken, 


atters being amicably compromiſed, 


he invited us to come and ſee him in the 
afternoon at the convent to which he 
belonged, and took his leave for the 


preſent ; when my uncle recommended 


it ſtrongly to me to perſevere in the re- 
ligion of my forefathers, whatever ad- 
vantages I might propoſe to myſelf b 

a change, which abr not fail of dil. 
meins myſelf, and diſhonouring my 
amily. I aſſured him no conſideration 
would induce me to forfeit his friend- 
ſhip and good opinion on that ſcore; 
t which aſſurance he diſcovered great 


RANDOM. 147. 


IT" ee XN 
ſatis faction, and put mein mind of din - 


ner, which we immediately beſpoke, . 
and when it was ready ate together. 
I imagined my acquaintance with the 
Scottiſh prieſt, if properly managed, 
might turn out to my advantage, and 
therefore reſolved to cultivate it as much 
as I could. With this view we viſited 
him athis convent, according to his in- 
vitation, where he treated us with wine 
and ſweetmeats, and ſhewed us every 
thing that was remarkable in the mo- 
naſtery. Having been thus entertained, 
we took our leave, though not before 1 
had promiſed to ſee him next day; and 
the time fixed for my uncle's embark- 
ing being come, I accompanied him to 
the harbour, and ſaw him on board. 
We parted not without tears, after we 
had embraced and wiſhed one another 
all manner of proſperity ; and he en- 
treated me to write to him often, dĩredt- 
ng to Lieutenant Bowling, at the ſign 
of the Union Flag, near the Hermitage, 
London. 3 _ 
I returned to the houſe in which we 
had met, where I paſſed the night in a 
very ſolitary manner, reflecting on the 
ſeverity of my fate, and endeavouring 
to project ſome likely ſcheme of life for 
the future ; ,but my invention failed 
me; I ſaw nothing but unſurmounta- 
bledifficulties in my way, and was ready 
to deſpair at the miſerable proſſ ect l 
That I might not, however, neglect any 
probable means, I got up in the morn- 
ing, and went directly to the father, 
whoſe advice and aſſiſtance I implored. 
He received me very kindly, and gave 
me to underſtand that there was one 
way. of life in which a perſon of my ta- - 


lents could not fail of making a great 


figure. I gueſſed his meaning, and told 
him once forall, I was fully determined 
againſt any alteration in point of reli- 
gion, therefore if his propoſal regarded 
the church, he might ſave himſelf the 
trouble of explaining it. He ſhook his 
head, and fghed, ſaying, Ahl ſon, ſon, 
vhat a glorious proſpect is here ſpoil- 
© ed by by your ſtubborn 0 ice! 

Suffer yourſelf to be perſuaded by rea- 

ſon, and conſult your temporal wel- 

fare, as well as the concerns of your 

eternal ſoul. I can, by my intereſt, 
- procure your admiſſion as a noviciate 
© into this convent, where I will ſu⸗ 


a a a £6 


p 


. © perintend and direct you with a truly 


« paternal affection. Then he launch 
ed our into the praiſes of a monaſtic 
life, 
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life, which no noiſe diſturbs, no cares 
moleſ#, and no danger invades ; where 


the heart is weaned from carnal at- 


hments, the groſſer appetites ſub- 


dued and chaſtiſed, and the ſoul wafted 


to divine regions of philoſophy and 
truth, on he ori $ 0 1 3 con- 
8 But his eloquence was loſt 
upon me, whom two conſiderations 
enabled to withſtand his temptations; 
namely, my promiſe to my uncle, and 
my averſion to an eccleſiaſtical life; for 
as to the difference of religion, I look-, 
ed upon it as a thing of too ſmall mo- 
ment to come in competition with a 
man's fortune. Finding me immove- 


able on this head, he told me he was 


more ſorry than offended at my non- 
compliance, and ſtill ready to employ 
his good offices in my behalf. The 
© ſame erroneous maxims, ſaid he, 
© that obſtruct your promotion in the 
E church, will infallibly prevent your 
© adyancement in the army; but if 
© you can brook the condition of a ſer- 
© vant, I am acquainted with ſome 
© people of rank at Verſailles, to whom 
© I can give you letters of recommen- 
© dation, that you may be entertained 
by ſome one of them in quality of 
s maitred” hotel; and I do not doubt 
that your qualifications will ſoon en- 
© title you to a better proviſion.” I 
embraced his offer with great eager- 
neſs, and he appointed me to come 
back in the afternoon, when he would 
not only give me letters, but likewiſe 


introduce me to a capuchin of his ac- 


| $05 who intended to ſet out for 
Paris next morning, in whoſe company 
J might travel, without being at the 
expence of one livre during the whole 
journey. This piece of good news gave 
me infinite pleaſure; I acknowledged 
my obligation to the benevolent father 
in the moſt e, expreſſions; and 
de performed his promiſe to a tittle, in 
delivering the letters, and making me 
acquainted with the capuchin, with 
22 Ideparted next morning by break 
of day. N N 

It not long before 1 diſcovered 
my fellow-traveHer to be a merry face- 
fious fellow, who, notwithſtanding his 
profefſion and appearance of mortifi- 
cation, loved good eating and drinking 
better than his rofary, and paid more 


adoration to a pretty girl than to the 
Virgin Mary, or St. Genevieve, He, 
was a thick brawny young man, with 
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red eye-brows, a hook-noſe, a face ee. 
vered with freckles z and his name was 
Frere. Balthazar. His order did not 

rmit him to wear linen, ſo that hay. 
ing little occaſion to undreſs himſelf, 


he was none of the cleanlieſt animals 


in the world; and his conſtitution was 
naturally ſo ſtrongly ſcented, that 1 
always thought it convenient to keep 
to the windward of him in our march, 
As he was perfectly well known on the 


road, we fared ſumptuouſly without 


any colt, and the fatigue of our journey 
was much alleviated by the good-hu- 
mour of my companion, who-ſung an 
infinite number of catches on the ſub- 
jects of love and wine. We took up 


our lodging the firſt night at a peaſant's 


houſe, not far from Abbeville, where 
we were entertained with an excel. 
lent ragout, cooked by our landlord's 
daughters, one of whom was very 
handſome : after having eaten heartily, 
and drank a ſufficient quantity of ſmall 
wine, we were conducted to a bam, 
where we found a couple of carpets 
ſpread upon clean ſtraw for our recep- 
tion. e had not lain in this ſitua- 
tion above half an hour, when we 
heard ſomebody knock ſoftly at the 
door, upon which Balthazar got up 
and let in our hoſt's two daughters, 


who wanted to have ſome private con- 


verſation with him in the dark ; when 
they had whiſpered together ſome time, 
the capuchin came to me, and aſked if 
I was inſenſible to love, and ſo hard- 
hearted as to refuſe a ſhare of my bed 
to a pron maid, who had a Tendrs 
for me. I muſt own, to my ſhame, 
that I ſuffered myſelf to be overcome 
by my paſſion, and with great earneſt- 
neſs ſeized the occaſion, when I un- 
derſtood that the amiable Nanette way 
to be my bedfellow. In vain did my 
reaſon ſuggeſt the reſpe& that I owed 
to my dear miſtreſs, Narciſſa; the idea 
of that lovely charmer rather increaſed 
than allayed the ferment of my ſpirits, 
and the young Paiſanne had no rea- 
ſon to complain of my remembrance. 
Early in the morning, the kind crea- 
tures left us to our repoſe, which laſted 
till eight o'clock, when we got up, and 
were treated at breakfaſt with choco- 
late and l'eau de vie, by our para- 
mours, of whom we took a tender 
leave, after my companion had con- 
feſſled and given them abſolution, 
While we proceeded on our r 
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veller 


the con verſation turned upon the night's 
adventure, being introduced by, the ca- 

uchin, who aſked me how I liked my 
La g. I declared my fatis faction, and 
talked in rapture of the agreeable Na- 


nette; at which he ſhook his head, and 


ſmiling ſaid, ſhe was a morceau pour la 
boune bouche. I never valued my- 
« ſe]f,* continued he, * upon any thing 
« ſo much as the conquelt of Nanette; 
© and, vanity apart, I have been pret- 
© ty fortunate in my amours.“ This 
information ſhocked me not a little, as 
I was well convinced of his intimacy 
with her ſiſter z and though I did not 
care to tax him with downright inceſt, 
I profeſſed my aſtoniſhment at his laſt 
night's choice, when, I ſuppoſed, the 
other was at his devotion. To this 
hint he anſwered, that beſides his natu- 
ral complaiſance to the ſex, he had ano- 
ther reaſon to diſtribute his favours 
equally between them, namely, to 
preſerve peace in the family, which 
could not otherwiſe be maintained; 
that moreoyer Nanette had conceived 
an aſfection for me, and he loved her 
too well to baulk her inclination ; more 
eſpecially, when he had an opportunity 
ot obliging his friend at rhe ſame time. 
I thanked him for this inſtance of his 
friendſhip, though I was extremely diſ- 
guſted athis want of delicacy, and curſ- 
ed the occaſion that threw me in his way. 


' Libertine as'I was, I could not bear 


to ſee a man behave ſo wide of the cha- 
racter he aſſumed : I looked upon him 
as a perſon of very little worth or ho- 


neſty, and ſhould have even kept a 


eye upon my pocket, if I had thought 
he could have'any temptation to ſteal. 
But I could not conceive the uſe of mo- 
ney to a capuchin, who is obliged, by 
the rules of his order, to appear like a 
beggar, and enjoys all other neceſſaries 
of life gratis; beſides, my fellow-tra- 
— to be of a complexion too 
careleſs and ſanguine, to give me any 
apprehenſion on that ſcore ; ſo that I 
proceeded with great confidence, in ex- 
pectation of being ſoon at my jour- 
ney's end, | 


CHAP. VII 


WE LODGE AT A HOUSE NEAR 


AMIENS, WHERE I AM ROBBED 


BY THE CAPUCHIN, WHO ES-. 


CAPES WHILE I AM ASLEEP—I 


RODERICK RANDOM, 


F * 7 1 . ” 
8 * r 9 * * » 


n 11 
J N 7 
/ 8 : — 

p 


TY — * Wore” n 
. * 
i * 


149 
GO TO NOYONS IN SFARCH OF 
HIM, BUT WITHOUT SUCCES S=——= / 
MAKE MY CONDITION KNOWN. 
TO SEVERAL PEOPLE, BUT FIND 
NO RELIEF—GROW DESPERATE 

 —JOIN A COMPANY OF $OL=«. 
DIERS—ENLIST IN THE REGI- 
MENT OF PICARDY——WE ARE 
ORDERED INTO GERMAN Y=——ſ 
FIND THE FATIGUES OF THE 
MARCH ALMOST INTOLERABLE 
—QUARREL WITH MY COMRADE 
IN A DISPUTE ABOUT ' POLI- 
TICKS—HE CHALLENGES ME TO 

THE FIELD, WOUNDS AND DIS- 
ARMS ME, bk, 


of third night of our pilgrim- 
age, we paſſed at a houſe near 
Amiens, where Balthazar being un- 
known, we ſupped upon indifferent fare, 
and tour wine, and were fain to lie in 
a garret upon an old mattras, which, 
I believe, had been in the poſſeſſion of 
ten thouſand myriads of fleas, time 
out of mind. We did not invade their 
territory with impunity ; in leſs than a 
minute we were attacked by ſtings in- 
numerable; in ſpite of which, how- 
ever, we fell faſt aſleep, being exceſ- 
ſively fatigued with our day's march, 


and did not wake till nine next morn- 


ing; when, ſeeing myſelf alone, I ſtart- 
ed up in a terrible fright, and examine» 
ing my pockets, found my preſaging 
fear too true! My companion h 
made free with my caſh, and left me 
to ſeek my way to Paris by myſelf}. I 
ran down ſtairs 3 ; and with 
a look full of grief and amazement, 
enquired for the mendicant; who, they 
; th me to underſtand, had ſet out four _ 
ours before, after having told them 

I was a little indiſpoſed, and defired 1 
might not be diſturbed, but be in- 
formed when I ſhould wake that he had 
taken the road for Noyons, where he 
would wait for my coming, at the Coq 
d'Or. I ſpoke not a word, but with a 
heavy heart directed my courſe to that 
place, at which I arrived in the after- 
noon, fainting with wearineſg and hun- 
ger: but learned, to my utter qonfuſion, 
that no ſuch perſon had bein there! 
It was happy for me, that I had a good 
deal of reſentment in my conſtitution, 
which animated me on ſuch occaſions 
againſt the villainy of mankind, and 


enabled me to bear misfortunes other- 


wiſe intolerable, Boiling with indig- 
U nation, 
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nation, I diſcovered to the hoſt my de- 
plorable condition, and inveighed with 

reat bitterneſs againſt the treachery of 
Balthazar : at which he ſhrugged up 
his ſhoulders ; and, with a peculiar 
grimace in his countenance, ſaid, he 
was ſorry for my misfortune; but there 
was no remedy like patience. At that 
inſtant ſome gueſts arrived, to whom 
he haſtened to offer his ſervice, leaving 


me mortified at his indiſference, and 


fully perſuaded that an inn-keeper is 
the ſame ſordid animal all the world 
over. While I ſtood in the porch, 
forlorn and undetermined, venting eja- 
culations of curſes againſt the thief who 
robbed me, and the old prieſt who re- 
commended him to my friendſhip, a 
young gentleman richly dreſſed, at- 
tended by a valet de chambre and two 
ſervants in livery, arrived at the inn. 
I thought -I perceived a great deal of 
{weetneſs and good-nature in his coun- 
tenance; therefore he had no ſooner a- 
lighted than I accoſted him, and in a 
few words explained my ſituation : he 
liſtened with great politeneſs, and when 
I had made an end of my ſtory ſaid, 
Well, monſieur, what would you 
© have me to do?“ I was effectually 
abaſhed at this interrogation, which I 
believed no man of common ſenſe or 
generoſity could make, and made no 
other reply than a low bow: he return- 
ed the compliment ſtill lower, and tript 
into an apartment, while the landlord 

et me know, that my ſtanding there to 
interrupt company, gave offence, and 
might do him infinite prejudice. He 
bad no occaſion to repeat his inſinua- 
tion; I moved from the place immedi- 
ately; and was ſo much tranſported 
with grief, anger, and diſdain, that a 
torrent of blood guſhed from my noſ- 


trils. In this extaſy, I quitted Noyons, 


and betook myſelf to the fields, where 
I wandered about like one diftracted, 


till my ſpirits were quite exhauſted, and 


I was obliged to throw mylelf down at 
the root of a tree, to reſt my wearied, 
limbs. Here my rage forſook me; 1 
began to fee! the importunate cravings 
of nature, and relapſed into ſilent ſor- 
row, and melancholy reflection. I re- 
volved all thecrimes I had been guilty 
of, and found them ſo few and venial, 


that I could not comprehend the juſ- 


tice of that Providence, which, after 


Having expoſed me to fo much wretch- 


Ednels and danger, left me a prey to 
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famine at laſt in à foreign country, 
where I had not one friend or acquain. 
tance to cloſe my eyes, and do the lat 
offices of humanity to my miſerable 
carcaſe. A thouſand times I wiſhed 
myſelf a bear, that I might retreat to 
woods and deſarts, far from the in- 
hoſpitable haunts of man, where 1 
could live by my own talents, indepen. 
dent of treacherous friends, and ſuper- 
cilious ſcorn, 


As I lay in this manner groaning 


over my hapleſs fate, I heard the found 
of a violin; and raiſing my head, per- 
ceived a company of men and women 
dancing on the ou at ſome diſtance 


from me. I looked upon this to be a 


favourable ſeaſon for diſtreſs to attract 
compaſſion, when every *{clfiſh thought 
is baniſhed, and the heart dilated with 
mirth and ſocial joy; wherefore I got 
up and approached thoſe happy people, 
whom I ſoon diſcovered to be a party 
of ſoldiers, with their wives and chil- 
dren, unbending and diverting them- 
ſelves at this rate, after the fatigue of 
a march. I had never before ſen 
ſuch a parcel of ſcare-crows together, 
neither could I reconcile their meagre 
gaunt looks, their ſquallid and ragged 
attire, and every other external ſymp- 
tom of extreme woe, with this appear- 
ance of feſtivity. I ſaluted them, how- 
ever, and was received with great po- 
litenels; after which they formed A 
ring, and danced around me. This 
jollity had a wonderful effect upon my 
ſpirits! I was infected with their gai- 
ety, and in ſpite of my diſmal ſituation, 
forgot my cares, and joined in their 
extravagance. When we had recreated 
ourſelves a good whije at this diver- 
ſion, the ladies ſpread their manteaus 
on the ground, upon which they emp- 
tied their knapſacks of ſome anions, 
coarſe bread, and a few flaſks of poor 
wine: being invited to a ſhare of the 


banquet, I ſat down with the-reſt, and 


in the whole courſe of my life never 
made a more comfortable meal. When 
our repaſt was ended, we got up again 
to dance; and now that I found my. 
ſelf refreſhed, I behaved to the admi- 


ration of every body: I was loaded 


with a thouſand compliments, and pro- 


feſſions of friendſhip; the men com- 


mended my perſon and agility, and the 
women were loud in praiſe of my bonne 
grace; the ſerjeant in particular, ex- 


| preſſed lo much regard for me, and 


deſcribed, 


* 
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therto a ſtranger. 


deſeribed the pleaſures of a ſoldier's life, 
with fo much art, that I began to liſten 


- to his propoſal of enliſting me in the 


ſervicez and the more I confidered my 


own condition, the more I was con- 


vinced of the neceſſity I was under 
to come to a ſpeedy determination. 
Having therefore maturely weighed the 
circumſtances pro and con, I ſignified 
my conſent, and was admitted into the 
regiment of Picardy, ſaid to be the 
oldeſt corps in Europe. The company 
to which this command belonged, was 
quartered at a village not far off, whi- 
ther we marched next day, and I was 
preſented to my captain, who ſeemed 
very well pleaſed with my appearance, 
gave me a crown to drink, and ordered 
me to be accommodated with clothes, 
arms, and accoutrements. Then I 
ſold my livery ſuit, purchaſed linen, 
and as I was at great pains to- learn the 
exerciſe, in a very ſhort time became a 
compleat ſoldier. | 

It was not long before we received 
orders to join ſeveral more regiments, 
and march with all expedition into 
Germany, in order to reinforce Mar- 


' ſchal Duc de Noailles, who was then 


encamped with his army on the fide 
of the river Mayne, to watch the mo- 
tions of the Engliſh, Hanoverians, 
Auſtrians, and Heſſians, under the 
command of the Earl of Stair. We 
began our march accordingly, and then 
I became acquainted with that part of 
a ſoldier's life to which I had been hi- 
It is impoſhble to 
deſcribe the hunger and thirſt I ſuſ- 
tained, and the fatigue I underwent in 
a march of ſo many hundred miles; 
during which, I was ſo much chated 
with the heat and motion of my limbs, 
that in a very ſhort time the infide of 


my thighs and legs were deprived of 


ſkin, and I procceded/ in the utmoſt 
torture. This misfortune I owed to 


the plumpneſs of my conſtitution, which 


T curſed, and envied the withered con- 
dition of my comrades, whole bodies 
could not ſpare juice enough to ſupply 


a common iſſue, and were indeed proof 


againſt all manner of friction. The 
continual pain I felt made me fretful, 
and my peeviſhnefs was increaſed by 
the mortification of my pride in ſeein 

thoſe miſerable wretches, whom a . 
gale of wind would have ſcattered 
through the air like chaff, bear thoſe 


8 
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toils with alacrity, under which I was 
ready to ſink. 

One day while we enjoyed a halt, 
and the ſoldiers with their wives ha 
gone out to dance, according to 55 
tom, my comrade ſtaid at home with 
me on pretence of friendſhip, and 
inſulted me with his pity and conſo- 
lation! He told me, though I was 
young and tender at preſent, I would 
foon be ſeaſoned to the ſervice; and 
he did not daubt but I ſhould have 
the honour to contribute in ſome mea- 
ſure to the glory of the king. * Have 
courage, therefore, my child,” ſaid 
he, © and pray to the good God, that 
: you may be as happy as I am, who 
© have had the honour of ſerving Lewis 
© the Great, and of receiving many 
© wounds in helping to eſtabliſh his 
© glory.” When I looked upon the 
contemptible obje& that pronounced 
theſe words, I was W at the in- 
fatuation that poſſeſſed him; and could 
not help expreſſing my aſtoniſhment at 
the abſurdity of a rational being, who 
thinks himſelf highly honoured in be- 
ing permitted to encounter abject po- 
verty, oppreſſion, famine, diſeaſe, mu- 


tilation, and evident death, merely to 


gratify the vicious ambition of a prince, 
by whom his ſufferings were diſregard- 
ed, and his name utterly unknown. I 
obſerved, that if his ſituation was the 
conſequence of compulſion, I would 

raiſe his patience and fortitude in bear- 
ing his lot; if he had taken up arms 


in defence of his injured country, he 


was to be applauded for his patriotiſm; 
or if he had fled to this way of life as a 

refuge from a greater evil, he was juſ- 

tifiable in his own confcience, (though 

I could have no notion of miſery more 
extreme than that he ſuffered ;) but ta 
put his condition on the footing of con- 
ducing to the glory of his prince, was 
no more than profeſſing himſelf a deſ- 
perate ſlave, who voluntarily under- 
went the utmoſt wretchedneſs and peril, 


and committed the moſt flagrant crimes, 


to ſooth the barbarous pride of a fel-- 
low-creature, his ſuperior in nothing 
but the power he derived from the ſub- 
miſſion of ſuch wretches as him. The 
ſoldier was very much affronted at the 
liberty I took with his king, which 
he ſaid nothing but my ignorance could 
excuſe. He affirmed, that the charac- 
ters of princes were ſacred, and ought 
| Uz not 
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not to be profaned by the cenſure of 
their ſubjects, who were bound by 
theirallegianceto obey their commands, 
of what nature ſoever, without ſcruple 
or repining : and adviſed me to cor- 
rect the rebellious principles I had im- 
bibed among the Engliſh ; who, for 
their inſolence to their kings, were no- 
- torious all over the world, cven to a 
proverb. | 
In vindication of my countrymen, 
I repeated all the arguments commonly 
uſed to prove that every inan has a na- 
tural right to liberty; that allegiance 
and protection are reciprocal ; that 
when the mutual tie is broken by the 
tyranny of the king, he is accountable 
to the people for his breach of contract, 
and ſubject to the penalty of the law; 
and that thoſe inſurrections of the Eng- 
liſh, which are branded with the name 
of rebellion, by the ſlaves of arbitrar 
power, were no other than 2 ef- 
forts to reſcue that independence which 
was their birthright from the ravenous 
' claws of uſurping ambition. The 
Frenchman, provoked at the little de- 
ference I vid to the kingly name, loſt 
all patience, and reproached me in ſuch 
A x7 596 that my temper forſook me, 
and I clenched my fiſt, with an inten- 
tion to givehim a __ on the car. 
- Perceiving my deſign, he ſtarted back, 
and demanded a parley; upon which 
I checked my indignation, and he gave 
me to underſtand that a Frenchman 
never forgave a blow ; therefore, if -[ 
was not weary of my lite, I would do 
well to ſpare him that mortification, 
and do him the honour of meaſuring 
his ſword with mine like a gentleman. 
I took his advice, and followed him 
to a field hard by, where indeed I was 
aſhamed at the pitiful figure of my an- 
tagoniſt, who was a poor, little, ſhiver- 
ing creature, decrepit with age, and 
blind of one eye. But I ſoon found 
the folly of judging from appearances ; 
being at the ſecond pals wounded in 
the word hand, and immediately diſ- 
armed with ſuch a jerk, that I thought 
the joint was diſlocated. I was no Jels 
confounded than enraged at this event, 
eſpecially as my adverſary did not bear 
his ſucceſs with all the moderation that 
might have been expected; for he in- 
ſiſted upon my aſking pardon for at- 
fronting his King and him. This pro- 
poſal I would by no means comply 
with; but told him it waz a mean con- 
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deſcenſion, which no gentleman in hiz 
circumſtances ought to propoſe, nor 
any in my ſituation ought to perform; 
and that if he perſiſted in his ungene- 
rous demand, I would in my turn claim 
ſatisfation' with my muſket, when we 
ſhould be more upon a par than with 
the (word, of which he ſeemed ſo much 
maſter. 


CHAP. VIII. 


IN ORDER TO BE REVENGED, 1 
LEARN THE SCIENCE or DE- 
FENCE==WE JOIN THE MARE- 
SCHAL DUC DE NOAILLES—ARE 
ENGAGED WITH THE ALLIES 
AT DETTINGEN, AND PUT ro 
FLIGHT——THE BEHAVIOUR OF 
THE FRENCH SOLDIERS ON THAT 
OCCASION -I INDUSTRIOUSLY 
SEEK ANOTHER COMBAT WITH 
THE OLD GASCON, AND VANQUISH 
HIM IN MY TURN—OUR REGI- 
MENT IS PUT INTO WINTER 
QUARTERS AT RHEIMS, WHERE 
I FIND MY FRIEND STRAP—OUR 
RECOGNEITION=—HE SUPPLIES ME 
WITH MONEY, AND PROCURES 
MY DISCHARGE—>SWE TAKE A 
TRIP TO PARIS; FROM WHENCE 
BY THE WAY OF FLANDERS WE 
SET OUT FOR LONDON, WHERE 
WE SAFELY ARRIVE, 


E was diſconcerted at this decla- 
ration, to which he made no re- 
ply, but repaired to the dancers, a- 
mong whom he recounted his victory 
with many exaggerations and gaſco- 


nades ; while I, taking up my ſword, | 


went to my quarters and examined my 
wound, which I found was of no con- 
ſequence. The ſame day, an Iriſh 
drummer, having heard of my mis- 
fortune, viſited -me, and after having 
condoled me on the chance of war, 
gave me to underſtand, that he was 
maſter of his ſword, and would in a 
very ſhort time inſtru& me ſo thorough- 
ly in that noble ſcience, that I ſhould 


be able to chaſtiſe the old Gaſcon for 


his injolent boaſting at my expence. 
This friendly office he proffered on pre- 
tence of the regard he had for his 
countrymen ; but I afterwards learned 
the true motive was no other than a 
jealouſy he entertained of a correſpon- 
dence between the Frenchman and his 

wife, 
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wife, which he did not think proper to 
reſent in perſon. - Be this as it will, I 
accepted his offer, and practiſed his 
leſſons with tuch application, that 1 


| ſoon believed myſelf a match for my 


conqueror. In the mean time we con- 
tinued our march, and arrived at the 
camp of Mareſchal Noailles, the night 
before the battle of Dettingen. Not- 
withſtanding the fatigue we had un- 


dergone, our regiment was one of thoſe 


that were ordered next my to croſs the 
river, under the command of the Duc 
de Gramont, to take poſſeſſion of a nar- 
row defile, through which the allies 
muſt of neceſſity have paſſed at a great 
diſadvantage, or remain where they 
were, and periſh for want of provi- 
fion, if they would not condeſcend to 
ſurrender at diſcretion, How they 
ſuffered themſelves to be pent up in this 
manner, it is not my province to re- 
late; I ſhall only obſerve, that when 
we had taken polleſſion of our ground, 
I heard an old officer in converſation 
with another expreſs a ſurprize at the 
conduct of Lord Stair, who had the 
reputation of a good general. But it 
ſeems, at this time, that nobleman was 
oyer-ruled, and only acted in an in- 
ferior character; ſo that no part of the 
blame could be imputed to him, who 
declared his diſapprobation of the ſtep, 
in conſequence of which the whole 
army was in the utmoſt danger; but 
Providence or deſtiny acted miracles in 
their behalf, by diſpoſing the Duc de 
Gramont to quit his advantageous poſt, 
paſs the defile, and attack the Engliſh, 
who were drawn up in order of battle 
on the plain, and who handled us ſo 
roughly, that after having loſt a great 
number of men, we turned our backs 
without ceremony, and fled with ſuch 
precipitation, that many hundreds pe- 
riſhed in the river through pure fear and 
confuſion ; for the enemy was ſo gene- 
rous, that they did not purſue us one inch 
of ground; and if our conſternation 
would have permitted, we, might have 
retreated with great order and delibera- 
tion. But notwithſtanding the royal 
clemency of the King of Great Britain, 
who headed the allies in perſon, and 
no doubt put a ſtop to the carnage, our 
lols amounted, to 5000 men, among 
whom were many ofhcers of diſtinction. 
Our miſcarriage opened a paſlage for 
the foe to Hanau, whither they imme - 
diately marched, leaving their ſick and 


* 
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field of battle, buried the dead, and 


treated the living with humanity. This 
circumſtance was a great conſolation to 


us, who thence took occaſion to claim 
the victory; and the genius of the 
French nation never appeared more con- 


ſpicuous than now, in the rhodomon- 


tades they uttered on the ſubject of their 
generoſity and courage: every man, 
by his own account, performed feats 
that eclipſed all the heroes of antiquity. 
One compared himſelf to a lionretiring 
at leiſure from his cowardly purſuers, 
who keep at a wary diſtance, and gall 
him with their darts. Another likened 
himſelf to a bear, that retreats with his 


face to the enemy, who dare not aſfail 


him; and the third aſſumed the cha- 
racter of a deſperate ſtag, that turns 
upon the hounds and keeps them at 
bay. There was not a private ſoldier 


engaged, who had not by the proweſs - 


of his ſingle arm demoliſhed a whole 
platoon, or put a ſquadron of horſe to 
flight ; and among others, the meagre 
Gaſcon extolled his exploits above thoſe 
of Hercules or Chart, 

ſtill retained my reſentment for the diſ- 
grace I ſuffered in my laſt rencontre 
with him, and now that I thought my- 
ſelf qualified, longed for an opportunity 


to retrieve my honour ; I magnified the 


valour of the Englith with all the hy- 
perboles I could imagine, and decried 
the puſillanimity of the French in the 
ſame ſtile, comparing them to hares fly- 
ing before greyhounds, or mice purſued 


by cats; and paſſed an ironical compli- 


ment on the ſpeed he exerted in his flight, 
which, conſidering his age and infirmi- 


ties, I ſaid, was 3 He was 


ſtung to the quick by this ſarcaſm, and 


with an air of threatening diſdain, bade 


me know myſelf better, and remember 
the correction I had already received 
from him for my inſolence; for he 
might not always be in the humour of 
{paring a wretch who abuſed his good- 
neſs. To this inuendo I made no re- 
ply but by a kick in the breech, which 
overturned him in an inſtant. ' He 
ſtarted up with wonderful agility, and 
drawing his ſword, attacked me with 
great fury: ſeveral people interpoled, 
but when he informed them of it's being 


an affair of honour, they retired and left 


us to decide the battle by ourſelves. I 
ſuſtained his onſet. with little damage, 
having 


153 
wounded to the care of the French, 
who next day took, poſſeſſion of the 


emagne. As 1 
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having only received a ſmall ſcratch on 
my right ſhoulder, and fecing his breath 
and vigour almoſt exhauſted, aſſaulted 
him in my turn, cloſed with him, and 


wreſted his {word out of his hand in the 


ſtruggle. Having thus acquired the 
victory, I deſired him to beg his life; 
«to which demand he made no anſwer, 
but ſhrugged up his ſhoulders to his 
ears, expanded * hands, elevated the 
{kin on his forehead and eye-brows, 
and depreſſed the corners of his mouth 
in ſuch a manner, that I could ſcarce 
refrain from laughing aloud ar his gro- 
teſque appearance. That Imight, how- 
ever, mortify his vanity, which tri- 
umphed without bounds over my mis- 
fortune, I thruſt his ſword up to the 
hilt in ſomething (it was not a tanſy) 
that lay ſmoaking on the plain, and 
joined the reſt of the ſoldiers with an air 
of tranquility and indifference. 


There was nothing more of moment 


attempted by either of the armies during 
the remaining part of the campaign, 
which being ended, the Englith march- 
ed back to the Netherlands ; part of our 
army was detached to French Flanders; 
and our regiment ordered into winter 

uarters in Champagne. It was the 

ate of the grenadier company, to which 
I now belonged, tolie at Rheims, where 
I found myſelf in the utmott want 
of every thing: my pay, which amount- 
ed to five ſols a day, far from ſupply- 
ing me with neceſlaries, being tcarce 
ſutficient to procure a wretched ſubſiſ- 
tence, to keep ſoul and body together; ſo 
that I was by hunger and hard duty, 
brought down to the meagre condition 
of my fellow-ſoldiers, and my linen re- 
duced from three tolerable ſhixts, to 
two pair of ſleeves and necks, the bodies 
having been long ago converted into 
ſipatter-daſhes; and after all I was bet- 
ter provided than any private man in 
the regiment, In this urgency of my 
affairs, I wrote to my uncle in Eng- 
land, though my hopes from that quar- 
ter were not at all ſanguine, for the rea- 
ſons T have already explained, and in 
the mean time had recourſe to my old 
remedy, patience; conſoling a gr with 
the flattering ſuggeſtions of a lively 
imagination, that never abandoned me 
in my diſtreſs. 

One day, while I ſtood centinel at a 
gate of a general officer, 'a certain 
nobleman came to the door, followed 
by a gentleman in mourning, to whom, 
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friend and adherent Strap. 


at parting, I heard him ſay, © You 
may depend upon my good offices. 
This aſſurance was anſwered by a low 
bow of the perſon in black, who turn. 
ing to go away, diſcovered to me the 
individual countenance of my old 
I was fo 
much aſtoniſhed at the fight, that ] loſt 
the power of utterance; and before J 
could recolle& myſelf, he was gone 
without taking any notice of me. In- 
deed, had he ſtaid, I ſcarcely ſhould 
have ventured to accoſt him; becauſe, 
though I was perfectly well acquainted 
with the features of his face, I could 
not be poſitively certain as to the reſt 
of his perſon, which was very much 
altered tor the better, ſince he left me 
at London; neither- could I conceive 
by what means he was enabled to ap- 
pear in the ſphere of a gentleman, to 
which, while I knew him, he had not 
even the ambition to aſpire. But J 
was too much concerned in the affair, 
to negle& farther information; and 
therefore took the firſt opportunity of 
aſking the porter if he knew the gen- 
tleman .to whom the marquis ſpoke, 
The Swiſs told me, his name was 
Monſieur D*Eftrapes, that he had been 
valet de chambre to an Englith gentle- 
man lately deceaſed,\ and that he was 
very much regarded by the marquis for 
his fidelity to his maſter, between whom 
and that nobleman a very intimate 
friendſhip had ſubſiſted. Nothing could 
be more agreeable to me than this piece 
of intelligence, which baniſhed all 
doubt of it's being my friend, who had 
found means to frenchify his name as 
well as his behaviour, ſince we parted, 
As toon, therefore, as I was relieved, 
I went to his lodging, according to a 
direction given me by the Swiſs, and 
and had the good fortune to find him 
home. That I might ſurprize him 
the more, I concealed my name and 
buſineſs, and only defired the ſervant 
of the houſe, to tell Monſieur D'E- 
ſtrapes, that I begged. the honour of 
half an hour's converſation with him. 
He was confounded and diſmayed at 
the meſſage, when he underſtood it was 
ſent by a ſoldier: though he was con- 
ſcious to himſelf of no crime, all that 
he had heard of the Baſtile appeared to 
his imagination with aggravated hor- 
ror, and it was not before I had wait- 
«d a conſiderable time, that he had re- 
ſolutioF enough to bid the ſervant thew 

| me 
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me up ftairs, When I entered his 
chamber, he returned my bow with 
great civility, and endeavoured, with 
ſorced complaiſance, to diſguiſe his 
fear, which appeared in the paleneſs of 
his face, the wildneſs of his laoks, and 
the ſhaking of his limbs. I was di- 
yerted at his conſternation, which re- 
doubled, when I told him in French, 
I had buſineſs for his private ear, and 
demanded a particular audience. The 


valet being withdrawn, I aſked in the 


ſame language, if his name was D'E- 
ſtrapes, to which he anſwered with a 
faultering tongue, The ſame, at your 
your ſervice.'—* Are you a French- 
$ man?” ſaid I. © I have not the ho- 
« nour of being a Frenchman born, 
replied he, © but I have an infinite 
« veneration for the country.“ I then 
deſired he would do me the honour to 
look at me, which he no ſooner did, 
than, ſtruck with my appearance, he 
ſtarted back,” and cried in Engliſh, 
O Jeſus ſure it can't! No, tis im- 
poſſible!' I ſmiled at his interjec- 
tions, ſaying, © I ſuppoſe you are too 
© much of a gentleman to own your 
friend in adverſity.” When he heard 
me pronounce theſe words in our own 
language, he leaped upon me in a tranſ- 
port of joy, hung about my neck, 

iſſed me trom ear to ear, and blub- 
hered like a great ſchool-boy who had 


been whipt. Then obſerving my dreis, 


he ſet up his throat, crying, O Lord! 
O Lord! that ever I ſhould live to 
« ſee my deareſt friend reduced to the 
condition of a foot ſoldier in the 
© French ſervice! Why did you con- 
* ſent to my leaving you? But I know 
* the reaſon z you thought you had got 
© more creditable friends, and grew 
* aſhamed of my acquaintance. Ah! 
* Lord help us! though I was a little 
* thort-ſighted, I was not altogether 
blind; and though I did not com- 
plain, I was not the lets ſenſible of 
your unkindneſs, which was indeed 
* the only thing th 

« ramble abroad, the Lord knows whi- 
ther; but I muſt own it has been a 
© luckly ramble for me, and ſo I for- 
give you, and may God forgive you. 
O Lord! O Lord! is it come to this ?? 
I was nettled at the charge ; which, 
though juſt, I could not help thinking 
unſeafonable, and told him with ſome 
tartneſs, that whether his ſuſpicions 
were well or ill grounded, he might 
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at induced me to 
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have choſen a more convenient oppor- 


tunity of introducing them: and that 


the queſtion now was, whether or no 
he found himſelf diſpaſed to lend me 
any aſſiſtance. Diſpoſed!” replied 
he with great emotion, I thought - 
„you had known me fo well, as to 
© aſſure, yourſelf without aſking, that 
© I, and all that belongs to me, are 
© at your command. In the mean 
time, you ſhall dine with me, and I 
will tell you ſomething that, per- 
© haps, will not be diſpleaſing unto 
* you.” Then wringing my hand, he 
ſaid, It makes my heart bleed to. ſee 
vou in that.garb! I thanked him 
for kis invitation, which I obſerved, 
could not be unwelcome to a perſon 
who had not eaten a comfortable meal 
theſe ſeven months: but I had another 


requeſt to make, which I begged he 


would grant before dinner, and that 
was the loan of a ſhirt; for although 
my back had . bren many weeks a 
ſtranger to any comfort of that kind, 
my ikin was not yet familiarized to the 
want of it. He ſtared in my face, with 
a woeful countenance, at this declara- 
tion, which he could ſcarce believe, 
until I explained it, by unbuttoning 
my coat, and diſcloſing my naked 
body; a circumſtance that ſhocked the 
tender-hearted Strap, who, with tears 


in his eyes, ran to a cheſt of drawers, 


and taking out ſome linen, preſented to 
me a very tine ruſfled holland ſhirt, and 
cambrick neckcloth, aſſuring me, he 
had three dozen of the fame kind at my 
ſervice. * I was raviſhed at this piece of 
good news, and having accommodated 
myſelf' in a moment, hugged my be- 
nefactor for his generous offer, ſaying, 
I was overjoyed to find him undebauch- 
ed by proſperity, - which ſeldom fails 
to corrupt the heart. He beſpoke for 
dinner, 8 ſoup and bouillke, a couple 
of pullets roaſted, and a diſh of aſpara- 
gus, and in the interim entertained me 
with biſcuit and Burgundy; after 
which repaſt he entreatad me to gratiſy 
his longing deſire of knowing every 
circumſtance of my fortune ſince his 
departure from London. This re- 
queſt I complied with, beginning at 
the adventure of Gawky, and relating 
every particular event in which I had 
been concerned from that day to the 
preſent hour. During the recital, my 
friend was ſtrongly affected, according 
to the various ſituations deſcribed : he 
ſtarted 


. 
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ſtarted with ſurprize, glowed with in- 
dignation, gaped with curioſity, ſmiled 
with pleaſure, trembled with fear, and 
wept with ſorrow, as the viciſſitudes of 
my life inſpired theſe different paſſions; 
and when my ſtory was ended, ſigni- 
fied his amazement on. the whole, by 
lifting up his eyes and hands, and 
proteiting, that though I was a young 
man, I had ſuffered more than all the 
bleſſed martyrs. | 
After dinner, I defired in my turn 
to know the particulars of his pere- 
grination, and he ſatisfied me in a few 
words, by giving me to underſtand 
that he had lived a year at Paris with 
his maſter, who in that time having 
acquired the language, as well as the 
faſhionable exerciſes, to perfection, 
made a tour of France * Holland, 
during which excurſion, he was ſo un- 
fortunate as to meet with three of his 
own countrymen on their travels, in 
whoſe company he committed ſuch ex- 
ceſſes, that his conſtitution failed, and 
he fell into a conſumption ; that by 
the advice of | phyſicians he went to 
Montpelier for the benefit of good air, 
and recovered ſo well in ſix weeks, that 
he returned to Rheims, feemingly in 
good health, where he had not conti- 
nued above a month, when he was 
ſeized with a looſeneſs that carried him 
off in ten days, to the unſpeakable ſor- 
row of all who knew him, and eſpe- 
cially of Strap; who had been mw 
happy in his ſervice, and given ſuc 
ſatisfaction, that his maſter, on his 
death-bed, recommended him to ſe- 
veral perſons of diftinftion, for his 
diligence, ſobriety, and affection, and 
left him by will, his wearing apparel, 
gold watch, ſword, rings, ready mo- 
ney, and all the moveables he had in 
France, to the value of three hundred 
pounds; which I now,” ſaid he, in 


< the ſight of God and man, ſurrender 


© to your abſolute diſpoſal: here are 
my keys, take them, I beſeech you, 
© and God give you joy of the poſ- 
© ſeſſion.” My brain was almoſt turn- 
ed by the ſudden change of fortune, 
which I could ſcarce believe real ; how- 
ever, I poſitively refuſed this extrava- 

ant proffer of my friend, and put him 
in mind of my being a ſoldier; at 
. which hint he ſtarted, crying, Odſo ! 
« that's true; we muſt procure your 
« diſcharge. I have ſome intereſt with 
© a nobleman who is able to do me 
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© that favour.” We conſulted about 
this affair, and it was determined, that 
Monſieur D*Eftrapes ſhould wait upon 
the marquis in the morning, and tell 
him he had by accident found his 
brother, whom he had not ſeen for 
many years before, a private ſoldier in 
the regiment of Picardy, and implore 
that nobleman's intereſt for his dic. 
charge. In the mean time we enjoyed 
ourſelves over a bottle of good Bur. 
gundy, and ſpent the evening in con- 


certing ſchemes for our future condug, 


in caſe I ſhould be ſo lucky as to get 
rid of the army. The buſineſs was to 
make ourſelves eaſy for life, by means 
of his legacy, a taſk very difficult, and 
in the uſual methods of laying out 
money, altogether impracticable; fo 
that after much canvaſſing, we could 
come to no reſolution that night, but 
when we parted, recommended the 
matter to the ſerious attention of each 
other. As for my own part, I puzzled 
my imagination to no purpoſe ; when I 
thought of turning merchant, the ſmall- 
neſs of our ſtock, and the riſk of ſeas, 
enemies and markets, deterred me from 


that ſcheme. If I ſhould ſettle as a 


ſurgeon in my own country, I would 
find the buſineſs already overſtocked; 
or if I pretended to ſet up in England, 
mult labour under want of friends and 
powerful oppoſitton, obſtacles unſur- 
mountable by the moſt ſhining merit; 
neither ſhould I fucceed in my endea- 
vours to rile in the ſtate, inaſmuch as 
I could neither flatter nor pimp for 
courtiers, nor proftitute my pen in 
defence of a wicked and contemptible 
adminiſtration. Before I could form 
any feaſible project, I fell aſleep, and 
wy fancy was bleſſed with the image 
of the dear Narciſſa, who ſeemed to 
ſmile upon my paſſion, and offer her 
hand as a reward for all my toils. 

Early in the morning I went to the 
lodgings of my friend, whom I found 
exulting over his happy invention; for 
I no ſooner entered his apartment, than 
he addreſſed himſelf to me in theſe 
words, with a ſmile of ſelf-applauſe : 


Well, Mr. Random, a lucky thought 


may come into a fool's head ſome- 
times. I have hit it; I'll hold you 


a button my plan is better than yours 
for all your learning. But you ſhall 
have the preference in this as in all 
other things; therefore proceed, and 
let us know the effects of your me- 

© ditation, 
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« ditation, and then I will impart my 
« own ſimple excogitations.* I told 
him, that not one thought had vecur- 
red to me which deſerved the leaſt no- 
tice, and fignified my impatience to be 
acquainted with the fruits of his re- 
flection. As we have not, ſaid he, 
money ſutficient to maintain us dur- 
ing a tedious expectation, it is my 
opinion, that a bold puth muſt be 


made; und I ſee none ſo likely to 


ſucceed, as your appearing in the cha- 
racter of a gentleman, (which is your 
© due} and making your addrefles to 
© ſome lady of fortune who can ren- 
der you independent at once. Nay, 
« don't ſtare; I afhrin that this ſcheme 
© is both prudent and -honourable ; 
© for I would -not have you throw 
« yourſelf away upon an old tooth- 
« leſs, wheezing dame, whoſe breath 
would ſtink you into a conſumption 
© in leſs than three months; neither 
© would I adviſe you to aſſume the cha- 
© rafter of a wealthy ſquire, as your 
common fortune-hunters do, by 
« which means many a poor lady is 
© cheated into matrimony, and inſtead 
© of enjoying the pomp. and grandeur 
that was promiſed, tees her dowry 
© ſeized by her huſband's rapacious 
«© creditors, and herſelf reduced to mi- 
© ſery and deſpair. No, I know you 
© have a ſoul that diſdains ſuch im- 
poſition; and are maſter of qualifi- 
«cations both of mind and body, 


© which alone intitle you to a match 
that wil! ſet you above the world. 
J have clothes in my poſſeſſion that 
a chaſcd caſe, tWo valuable diamond 


a duke need not be aſhamed to wear. 
' I believe they will fit you as they 
are; if not, there are plenty of tay- 
lors in France. Let us take a ſhort 
trip to Paris, and provide ourſelves 
' with all other neceſſaries, then ſet 


© out for England, where I intend to - 


do myſelf the honour of attending 
you in quality of a valet. This ex- 
« pedient will fave you the expence of 
© a ſervant, ſhaving and dreſſing; and 
I doubt not but, by the bleſſing of 
God, we ſhall bring matters to a 
* ſpeedy and fortunate iſſue. Extra- 
vagant as this propoſal was, I liſtened 
to it with pleaſure, becaule it flattered 


my vanity, and indulged a ridiculous 
hope I began to entertain of inſpiring - 


Narciſſa with a mutual flame. © _, 
After breakfaſt, Monſieur D*Eſtrapes 
went to pay his devoirs to the marquis, 


ſtation of my _—_ viſited the Louvre, 
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and was ſo ſucceſsful in his applica- 


tion, that I obtained a diſcharge in a few 


days; upon which we ſet out for Paris. 
Here I had time to refle& and congra- 
tulate myſelf upon this ſudden tranſi- 
tion of fate; which, to bear with mo- 
deration, required ſome degree of phi 
loſophy and ſelf-denial. This truth 
will be more obvious, if I give a de- 
tail of the particulars, to the quiet 

oſſeſſion of which I was raiſed in an 


inſtant, from the moſt abje&t miſery 


and contempt. My wardrobe conſiſted 
of five faſhionable coats full mounted, 
two of which were plain, one of cut 
velvet, one trimmed with gold, and 
another with filyer lace; two frocks, 
one of white drab with large plate but- 
tons, the other of blue with gold bind= 
ing; one waiſtcoat of gold brocade; 
one of blue ſattin embroidered with 
ſilver; one of green filk trimmed with 
broad figured gold lace ; one of black 
filk, with fringes; one of white ſat- 
tin; one of black cloth, and one of 
ſcarlet; ſix pair of cloth breeches; one 
pair of crimſon, and another of black 
velvet; twelve pair of white ſilk ſtock- - 
ings, as many of black ſilk, and the 
ſame number of fine cotton; one hat, 


| laced with gold point 4 Eſpagne, another 


with ſilver-lace ſcolloped, a third with 
gold binding, and a fourth plain; three 
dozen of fine ruffled ſhirts, as man 


- neckcloths; one dozen of - cambric 


handkerchiefs, and the like number of 
filk. The other moveables which I 
poſſeſſed by the generoſity and friend- 
ſhip of Strap, were a gold watch with. 


rings, two mourning ſwords, one with 
a ſilver handle, and a fourth cut ſteel 
inlaid with gold, a diamond ſtock- 
buckle, and a ſet of ſtone buckles for 
the knees and ſhoes; a pair of ſilver 
mounted piſtols with rich houſings; a 
gold-headed cane, and a ſnuff- bx of 
tortoiſe-ſhell mounted with gold, hay- 
ing the picture of a lady in the top. 


- The gentleman left many other things 


of value, which my friend had con- 
verted into caſh before I met with him 
ſo that over and above theſe particu- 


lars, our ſtock in ready money amount- 


ed to ſomething more than two hun- 
dred pounds. | 

Thus equipt, I put on the gentleman 
of figure, and attended by my honeſt 
friend, who was contented with the 


examiged 


I 8 
examined the gallery of Luxemburgh, 


and appeared at Verſailles, where I had 


the honour of ſeeing his Moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty eat a conſiderable quantity 
of olives. During the month I ſpent at 
Paris, I went ſeveral times to court, 
the Italian comedy, opera, and play- 

bhouſe; danced at a maſquerade; and, 
in ſhort, ſaw every thing remarkable 
in and about that capital. Then we 
ſet out for England by the way of Flan- 
ders, paſſed through Bruſſels, Ghent, 
and Bruges,-and took ſhipping at Oſ- 
tend, from whence in fourteen hours 
we arrived at Deal, hired a poſt-chaile, 
and in twelve hours more got ſafe to 

London; having diſpoſed - + our heavy 
baggage in the waggon. 


CHAP. IX. 


I FNQUIRE FOR MY UNCLE, AND 
 . UNDERSTAND HE IA GONE. TO 
$BA—STAKE LODGINGS AT CHA- 
RING CROSS—GO TO THE PLAY, 


WHERE 1 MEET WITH AN ADVEN- | 


TURE—DINE AT AN ORDINARY; 
- THE GUESTS DESCRIBED—BE- 
COME ACQUAINTED WITH- MED- 


LAR AND DOCTOR WAGTAIL., 


1 ſoon as we alighted at the inn, 
E diſpatched Strap to enquire for 
my uncle, at the Union Flag in Wap- 


ping; and he returned in a little time, 


with an account of Mr. Bowling's hav- 
ing gone to ſea, mate of a merchant- 
- flip, after a long and unſucceſsful ap- 
plication and attendance at the admi- 
Talty; where, it feems, the intereſt he 


depended upon was not ſufficient to - 
y that 


_ reinſtate him, or recover the 

was due to him when 
Thunder. 
Next day I hired very handſome lodg- 

* ings not 25 from Charing Croſs; and 
in the evening, dreſſed myſelf in a plain 
. Cuit of the true Paris cut, and appeared 
in a front box at the play, where I ſaw 
a good deal of company, and was vain 
enough to believe that I was obſerved 
. with an uncommon degree of attention 

and applauſe. This: filly conceit in- 

toxicated me ſo much, that I was guilty 
of a thouſand ridiculous coquetries ; 
-and I dare ſay, how. — ſoever 
the thoughts of the company might be 
at my firſt appearance, they were ſoon 
changed, by my abſurd behaviour, into 


he quitted the 


n _— . tO ne ng the" 
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herſelf in a box, at ſome diſtance 


THE: ADVENTURES or | 
pity or,contempt. I tofe and ſat down, 


covered and uncovered my head, twen. 


ty times between the acts; pulled out 


my watch, clapped it to my ear, wound 


it up, ſet it, gave it the hearing again; 


diſplayed my .{nufi-box, affected to 


take inuff, that I might have an op. 
portunity of ſhewing my brilliant, and 


wiped my noſe with a perfunſed hand. 


kerchief z then dangied my cane, and 


- adjuſted my ſword-knot; and ated 


many more fooleries of the ſame kind, 
in hopes of obtaining the character of 


a pretty fellow; in the acquiring of 
. which, I found two conſiderable ob- 
ſtructions in my diſpoſition ; namely, 


a natural reſerve, and jealous ſenſibili. 
ty. Fain would I have entered into 
converſation with the people around 
me; but I was reftrained by the fear 
of being cenſured for my aſſurance, as 
well as by refleQing that I was more 
entitled to a compliment of this kind 


from them, than they to ſuch conde- 


ſcenſion from a ſtranger like me. How 
often did I. redden at the frequent 
whitpers and loud laughter of my fel. 


low beaus, which I imagined were ex- 


cited by me! and how often did I en 


the happy indifference of thoſe choice 


ſpirits, who behekd the diſtreſs of the 
cene without | diſcovering the leaſt 


' ſymptom of approbation or concern! 


My attention was engaged in ſpite of 
myſelf, and I could not heip weeping 
with the heroine of the ſtage; though 
I practiſed a great many ſhifts to con- 


. ceal this piece of unpolite wear nels. 


When the play was ended, I ſat wait- 


ing for an opportunity of handing ſome 


lady to her coach; but every one was 
attended by ſuch a number of officious 
gallants, that for a long time I was 
baulked in my expectation. At lengtb, 
however, I perceived a very handſome 
creature, genteely dreſſed, en by 

rom 
me; upon .which L went up to her, and 
offered my ſervice. | She ſeemed to he 
in fome confuſion, thanked me for 
my complaiſance, and with a tender 


look declined giving me the trouble; 


looking at ler watch, and teſtifying 


her ſurprize at the negligence of ber 
footman, whom the lrad ordered to have 


a chair ready for her at that hour. | 


repeated my entreaty with all the elo- 


quence and compliment I was maſter 


of; and in the event, the was prevailed 


upon to accept of a propoſal I made, 
to 


her with _ and freedom. 


to raviſh a kiſs. But, O age chu 
ial 


to ſend my ſervant for a/ chair or coach. 


Accordingly, Strap was detached for 


that purpoſe, and returned without ſuc- 
eefs. By this time the play-houſe was 
quite empty, and we were ubliged to re- 
tire. As I led her through the paſlage, 


IJ obſerved five or fix young fellows of 


faſhion, ſtanding in a corner, one of 
whom, as Ithought,-tipt my charmer 
the wink; and when we were paſt, I 
heard them ſetup a loud laugh, This 
note arouzed my attention, and I. 
was reſolved to be fully ſatisfied of 
this lady's character, before I ſhould. 
have any nearer connexion with her. 
As no convenience appeared, I pro- 
poſed to conduct her to a tavern, where 


we might ſtay a few minutes, till my 


ſervant could fetch a coach-from the 
Strand. She ſeemed particularly ſhy 
of truſting herſelf in a tavern with a 
ſtranger; but at laſt yielded to my pa- 
thetic remonſtrances, rather than en- 
danger her health, by remaining in a 
cold damp thorough - fare. Having thus 
far ſucceeded, I begged to know what 
wine ſhe would be pleaſed to drink a 
glaſs of; but ſhe profeſſed the greateſt 
averſion to all ſorts of ftrong liquors; 
and it was with much difficulty that I 
could perſuade her to eat a jelly. In 
the mean time, I endeavoured to alle- 
viate the uneaſineſs ſhe diſcovered, by 
faying all the agreeable things I could 
think of; at which ſhe would often 
ſigh, and regard me with a languiſhing 
look, that ſeemed however too near a 
kin to the lewd leer of a courtezan. 


This diſcovery, added to my former 
ſuſpicion, while it put me upon my 
guard againſt her arts, diveſted me of 


reſerve, and enabled me to entertain 
In the 
courſe of her converſation, I preſſed 
her to allow me the honour of waiting 
upon her next day, at her lodgings; a 
requeſt which ſhe, with many apolo- 
gies, refuſed, left-it ſhould give um- 
brage to Sir John, who was of a diſ- 
poſition apt to be fretted with tritles. 
This information, by which I was to 
underſtand that her huſband was a 


knight, did not check my addreſſes, 


which became more and more impor- 


tunate, and I was even hardy enough 


ſtead of banqueting on the ambro 
flavour that her delicacy of complexion 
promiſed, I was almoſt ſũffocated with 


the ſtcams of Geneva! An exhalation 
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of this kind, from a mouth which had 
juſt before declared an utter abhorrence 
of all ſpirituous liquors, not only 
changed my doubts into certainty, but 
my raptures into loathing; and it 


would have been impoſſible for me to 


have preſerved common. complaiſance 
five minutes-longer, when. my ſervant 
returned with the coach. I took the 
advantage of this occaſion, and pre- 
ſented my hand to the lady, who put 
in practice againſt me the whole artil- 
lery of her charms, ogling, languiſh- 
ing, ſighing, and ſqueezing, with fo 
little reſerve, that Strap perceived her 
tenderneſs, and rubbed his hands with 
joy as he followed us to the door; but 
Iwas proof againſt all her endearments, 
and handed her into the coach with an 
intention to take my leave immediately, 
She gueſſed my deſign, and invited me 
to her houſe, whiſpering, that now Sir 
John was gone to bed, ſhe could have 
the pleaſure of my converſation for half 
an hour, without interruption. I told 
her there was no mortification I'would 
not undergo, rather than endanger the 
repoſe of her ladyſhip; and bidding 
the coachman drive on, wiſhed her a 
good night. She loſt all temper at my 
indifference, and ſtopping the coach at 
the diſtance of about twenty yards from 
me, 8 out her head, and bawl- 
el the . of a fiſh · Woman, 
VDamn you, you s won't you pa 
the — P? y I os — 
ſwer, ſhe held forth againſt me with an 
eloquence peculiar to herſelf; calling- 
me_ pitiful fellow, ſcoundrel, and an 
hundred ſuch appellations; concluding 
with an oath, that for all my appear- 
ance; ſhe believed I had got no money 
in my pocket. 4 * 
Having thus vented her indiguation, 
ſhe ordered the coachman to proceed, 
and I returned to the tavern, where I 
beſpoke ſomething for ſupper, very well 
pleaſed at the iſſue of this adventure. I 
diſpenſed with the attendance of the 
waiter at table, on pretence that my 
own ſervant was preſent; and when we 
were alone, ſaid to. Strap, Well, 
« Monſieur D'Eſtrapes, what do you 


* 


«© think of this lady? My friend, who 


had not opened his mouth fince her de- 
parture, could makenoother reply than 
the monoſyllable, Think !* which he 


pronounced with a note of fear an 
aſtoniſhment. Surprized at this em- 


. phaſis, I as”. my valet, and per- 
2 


ceiving 


» 
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I ſoon found the who 
the French intereſt, myſelf excepted, and, 
a teſty old gentleman, who contradicted 
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ceiving a wildneſs in his looks, aſked 
if he had ſeen his grandfather's ghoſt. 
6 Ghott!? ſaidhe; I am ſure I have 


- © ſeen a devil incarnate | Who would 


© have thought that ſo much devilith 
© malice and Billingſgate could lurk 
© under ſuch ſweetneſs of countenance 
© and modeſty of behaviour? Ah, God 
help us! Fronti nulla fides—nimium 
© mecrede colori; but we ought to down 
© on ourknees and bleſs God for deliver- 
ing us from the jaws of that painted 
© ſepulchre.* I was pretty much of 
Strap's opinion ; and though I did not 
believe myſelf in any danger from the 
allurements of that ſiſterhood, I deter- 
mined to act with great circumſpection 
for the future, and ſhun all commerce 
of that kind, as equally prejudicial to 
my purſe and conſtitution. 

- My next care was, to introduce my- 
ſelf into a ſet of good acquaintance ; 
for which purpole I frequented a cer- 
tain coffee - houſe, noted for the reſort 
of good company, Engliſh as well as 


foreigners, where my appearance pro- 


cured all the civilities and advances I 
could defire. As there was an ordinary 
in the ſame houſe, I went up ſtairs to 


dinner with the other gueſts, and found 
myſelf at a table with thirteen people, 
the greateſt part of whom were better 


dreſſed than myſelf. The converſation, 


which was moſtly carried on in the 


French, turned chiefly on politicks ; and 
ſe company was in 


every thing that was advanced in fa- 
vour of his Moſt Chriſtian Majetty, 


with a  ſurlineſs truly Engliſh. But 


this truſty patriot, who had never been 
out of his own country, and drew all 
his maxims and notions from prejudice 


and hearſay, was very unequal to his 


antagoniſts, who were ſuperior to him 


in learning and experience, and often 
took the liberty of travellers, in aſſert- 


ing things which were not ſtrictly true, 
becauſe they thought themſelves in no 
danger of being detected by him. The 
claim of the Queen of Spain to the 
Auſtrian dominions in Italy, was fully 


explained and vindicated by a perſon 


. 


handled with great warmth by a young 
gentleman at my right-hand, dreſed in 
a green frock trimmed with gold, who 
juſtified the French King for his breach 
of that contract; and affirmed that he 
could not have obſerved it, without in- 
juring his own glory. Although I was 
not at all convinced by this = 4p wecomla 
arguments, I could not help admiring 
his vivacity, which I imagined muſt be 
the effect of his illuſtrious birth and 
noble education, and accordingly rated 
him in my conjecture as a young prince 
on his travels. The difcourſe was af- 
terwards ſhifted by an old gentleman 
of a very martial appearance, to the laſt 
campaign, when the battle of Dettin- 


gen was fought e e „with ſo ma- 


ny circumſtances to the honour of the 
French, and diſadvantage of the allies, 
that I began to entertain ſome doubts 
of my having been there in perſon 5 
and took the liberty to mention ſome 
objections to what he advanced. This 
freedom introduced a diſpute, which 
laſted, a good while, to the mortifica- 
tion of all preſent ; and was at laſt re- 
ferred to the determination of a grave 
perſon, whom they ſtiled doctor, and 
who, under a ſhew of great modera- 
tion, decided it againſt me, with ſo lit- 


"tle regard to truth, that I taxed him 


with partiality in pretty ſevere terms, 
to the no ſmall entertainment of the 
true Englith politician, who rejoiced 
at my defence of a cauſe he had fo 
often eſpouſed without ſucceſs. My 
opponent, pleaſed with the vi he 
had gained, affeRed a greatdeal of can- 
dour, and told me, he ſhould not have 
been ſo poſitive, if he had not been at 
great pains to inform himſelf of each 
particular. Indeed, ſaid he, I am 
* convinced that, the previous ſteps 
© conſidered, things could not happen 
© otherwiſe z for we generals, who have 
© ſeen ſervice, though we may not be on 
© the ſpot ourſelves, know by the 
© leaſt ſketch of the diſpoſition, what 


£ muſt be the event. He then cenſured, . | 


with great freedom, every circumſtance 
of the conduct of thoſe who command- 


ed the allies; from thence made a 


tranſition to the miniſtry, which he ho- 
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ho ſat oppoſite to me, and by the ſo- noured with many invectives, for em- 
«<Jemnity of his manner, and the richneſs ploying people who had neither expe- 
of is apparel, ſeemed to be a foreign rience nor capacity, to the prejudice of 
| mabaſſador. This diſſertation produ- old officers who had been diſtinguiſhed 
3 ed unother an the pragmatic ſanction, for both; dropt many hints of his own 
vj „ . | | | importance; 


. 
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ſerving, that the French and Spaniards 
knew better how to value generals of 
merit; the good effects of which are 
ſeen in the conqueits they gain, and the 
admirable diſciptine of their troops, 
which are at the {ame time better clothed 
and paid than any ſoldiers in the uni- 
verſe. - Theſe remarks furniſhed” the 
reen knight with an opportunity of 
chk out in the praiſe of the 
French government in general, civil as 


well as — ; on which occaſion he 
i 


made many odious compariſons to the 
diſadvantage of the Engliſh. Every 
body almoſt aſſented to the oblerva- 
tions he made, and the doctor gave his 
ſanction, by. ſaying, the people in 
France were undoubtedly the happieſt 


ſubjects in the world. I was fo much 


aſtoniſhed and confounded at their in- 
fatuation and effrontery,, that I had 
not power to utter one word in oppo- 


ſition to their aſſertions; but my mo- 
roſe afſociate could not put up with the 


indignity that was offered to Old Eng- 
land, and therefore with a ſatirical 

in addreſſed himſelf to the general in 
Reeſe words: Sir, Sir, I have often 
© heard it ſaid, She's & willainous bird 
« that befouls her own neſt. As for 
« what thoſe people who are foreign- 


« ers ſay, I don't mind it, they know 


no better; but you who were bred 
© and born, and have got your bread 
under the Engliſh government, ſhould 
* have more regard to gratitude as 
well as truth, in cenſuring _ na- 


« tive country. If the miniſtry have 


© thought fit to lay you aſide, I ſup- 
* poſe they have their own reaſons for 


* to doing, and you ought to remem- 


ber that you ſtill live on the bounty 
As for theſe gen- 


of this nation. 
tlemen, (meaning the prince and am- 
baſſador) who make ſo free wich our 


* conſtitution, laws, and genius of our 
c people, I think they might ſhew a 
« ht 


ele more reſpect for their benefac- 
tors; who, I mult own, are to blame, 


in harbouring, protecting, and en- 
* couraging, ſuch ungrateful vagrants 
At thele words the 
chevalier in green ſtarted up in a great' 


as they are.” 


ſſion, and laying his hand on the 


ilt of his hanger, exclaimed, © Ha, 
* foutre!*. The Engliſhman, on the 


other hand, graſping his cane, cried, 


Don't foutre me, ſirrah, or by G-, 
* PU knock you down.“ The com- 
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im rtance; and concluded with oh- 


the good health of all preſent; the 
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pany interpoſed, the Frenchman ſat 3 
down again, and his antagoniſt pro- 1 
ceeded : Look' e, Monſieur, you know r 
© very well, that had you dared ta 
* ſpeak ſo freely of the adminiſtra- 
tion of your own country in Paris, 
as you have done of ours in London, 
you would have been ſent to the Baſ- 
tile without ceremony, where you 
might have rotted in a dungeon, and 
never ſeen the light of the ſun again. 
Now, Sir, take my word for it, al- 
though our conſtitution ſkreens us 
from ſuch oppreſſion, we want not 
laws to chaſtive the authors of ſediti- 
ous diſcourſe” and if Fhear another 
ſyllable ont of your mouth, in con- 
tempt or prejudice of this kingdom, 
I will give you a convincing proof of 8 
© what I advance, and have you laid * 
© by the heels for your preſumption.“ 
This declaration had an effect on the 
company as ſudden as ſurprizing. The 
young prince became ſupple as a ſpa- 
niel, the ambaſſador trembled, the ge- 
gore! ſat filent and abaſhed, and the ' 
octor, who, it ſeems, had felt the rod 
of power, grew pale as death, and af- 
ſured us all, that he had no intention - 
to affront any perſon or people. Your \ 
« principles, doctor, reſumed the old 
gentleman, are no ſecret, I have no- 
thing to ſay upon that head; but am 
very much ſurprized, that a man, 
© whodeſpiſes us ſo much, ſhould not- 
„ withſtanding live among us, when 
© he has no viſible motive tor ſo doing. 
Why don't you take up your habi- 
© tation in your beloved France, where 
© you may rail at England without 
cenſure? To this remonſtrance the 
doctor thought proper to make no re- 
ply; and an unſocial filence enſued : / 
which I perceiving, took notice, that 
it was pity ſuch idle diſputes, main- 
tained very often through whim or di- ' 
verſion, ſhould create any miſunder- 
ſtanding among gentlemen of N 
ſenſe; and propoſed to drink down all 
animoſity in another bottle. This mo- 
tion was applauded by the whole com- 
any. The wine was brought, and 
the Engliſh champian declaring he had 
no ſpleen againſt any man for differ- 
ing in opinion from him, any more than 
for difference of complexion, drank to 


* 
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compliment was returned, and the con- = 
verſation once more became unreſery- 
ed, though more general than before. 
| Among 
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was introduced on which the general 
declaimed with gr 
counting many of his own exploits by 
way of — In the courſe of 


his harangue, he happened to mention 


the word epaulement, upon which the 
teſty gentleman aſked the meaning of 
that term. Ill tell you what an epaule- 
© ment is, replied he; © I never ſaw 
an e 
© at the ſiege of Namur. In a council 
of war, Monſieur Cohorn, the famous 
engineer, aftirmed that the place could 
not be taken. © Ves laid the prince 
© of Vaudemont, it may be taken by 
« an epaulement.” This was immedi- 
_ © ately put in execution, and in twenty- 
© four hours, Mareſchal Boufflers was 
© fain to capitulate.” Here he made a 


full flop, and the old gentleman re- 
peated the queſtion, © But pray what 
is an —— ?? To this inter- 


rogation the officer made no immediate 
- reply, but rung the bell, and called 


for a bill; which being brought, he 


threw down his proportion of the reck- 
oning, and 2 the company he 
would ſhew them an epaulement when 
his majeſty ſhould think fit to entruſt 
him with the command of our army 
abroad, ſtrutted away with great dig- 
vity. I could not imagine why he was 
ſa 
ſimple terms of fortification ; which 


I forthwith deſcribed, as a ſide-work 
bions, or facines; 


compoſed of earth, 
but I was very much ſufprized, when I 


afterwards underſtood that his reſerve. 


paid our bill, we adjourned to the 
ee-room, where my tellow-labourer 
inſiſted on treating me with a diſn, giv- 
ing me to underſtand, at the ſame time, 
that I had acquired his good opinion, 


proceeded from his ignorance. Hay- 
I 
co 


both with reſpect to my principles and 


underſtanding. I thanked him for his 


compliment, and profeſſing myſelf an 


utter ſtranger in this part of the world, 
ed he would have the goodneſs to 
intorm me of the quality and characters 
of the people who dined above. This 
requeſt was a-real favour to one of his 
diipoſition, which was no leſs commu- 
nicative than curious: he therefore 
complied with great. fatisfa&ion ; and 
told me, t6 my extreme aſtoniſhment, 


that the ſuppoſed young prince was a 
dancer at one of the theatres; and the 
ambaſſador, no other than a fidlex be- 


t eloquence, re- 


ulement but once, and that was 


y of explaining one of the moſt 
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| THE ADVENTURES or 
thertopicks, the fubjeR of war 


The doctor, 
oman catholic prieſt, 
who ſometimes appears in the cha. 
racter of an officer, and aſſumes the 
name of captain; but more general. 
ly takes the garb, title, and behavi- 
our of a phyſician; in which capaci- 


| 4 weedles himſelf into the confi- 


ce of weak - minded people, and 

by arguments no leſs ſpecious than 
falſe, converts them from their reli- 
ion and allegiance. He has been 
in the hands of juſtice more than once 
for ſuch practices; but he is a ly 
dog, and manages matters with ſo 
much craft, that hitherto he has eſ- 
caped for a ſhort impriſonment. As 
for the genera], you may ſee he has ow- 
ed his promotion more to his intereſt 
than his capacity; and now that the 


2 of the miniſtry are opened, his 
ri 


iends dead, or become inconſidera- 


ble, he is truck off the lift, and oblig- 


ed to put up witha yearly penſion; in 
conſequence of this reduction, he is 
become malcontent, and inveighs a- 
gainſt the government in all compa- 
nies, with ſo little diſcretion, that I 
am ſurprized at the lenity of the ad- 


' miniſtration in overlooking his inſo- 


lence z but the truth\of the matter is, 
he owes his ſafety to his weakneſs 
and want of importance. He has 


ſeen a little, and but a little ſervice; 


and yet, if you will take his word for 


it, there has not been a great action 
performed in the field ſince the Re- 
volution, in which he was not prin- 
bore | mag When a ſtory is 
told of any great general, he imme- 
diately matches it with one of him- 
ſelf, though he is often unhappy in 
his invention, and commits ſuch groſs 
blunders in the detail, that every 
body is in pam for him. Czfar, 
Pompey, and Alexander the Great, 


are continually in his mouth; and 


as he reads a good deal, withoutany 
judgment to digeſt it, his ideas are 


confuſed, and his h es as un- 
intelligible as infinite; tor, once he 
begins, there is no chance of his leav- 
ing off. ſpeaking, while one perſon 
remains to yield attention; therefore, 
the only expedient I know for put- 


ting a ſtop to his loquacity, is to lay 


hold of ſome' incongruity he has ut- 
tered, and demand an explanation; 
or aſk the meaning of ſome difficult 
term that he knows by name . 

; 6 this 


to ſilence if not to flight, as it hap- 
« pened when I enquired about an 
«© epaulement, Had he been acquain- 


ted with the ſignification of that word, 
4 his trium h would have heen intole- 


© rable, and we muſt have quitted the 
« field firſt, or been worried with im- 


b pertinance. Having thus gratified 
my curioſity, the old gentleman began 
to diſcover his own, in queſtions relat- 


ing to myſelf; to which I thought 


proper to return ambiguous anſwers, # 


« I preſume, Sir, ſaid he, = have 
« trayelled.* I anſwered, © Ves. I 


dare ſay, you will find it very expen- 


« five,” {aid he. I replied, © To be 


© ſure, one cannot travel without mo- 
ney. That I know by experience, 


ſaid he, for I myſelf take a trip to 
Bath or Tunbridge every ſeaſon; 


and one muſt pay ſauce for what he 
has on the road, as well in other 


© countries as in this. That's a very 


pretty ſtone in your ring, give me 
. © leave, Sir — the French have attained 


« a wonderful ſkill in making compo- 


.* ſitions of this kind. Why, now, this 


© looks almoſt as well as a diamond.” 


— Almolt as well Sir!“ faid I; why 
not altogether ? I'm ſure, if you un- 
derſtand any thing of jewels, you 


* mult perceive-at firſt ſight, that this 


( 5 {tone1s areal diamond, and that of 
- © a very fine water. Take it in your 
hand, and examine it.” 


| He did to, 
with ſome confuſion, and returned it, 
faying, I aſk yeur pardon, I ſee it is 
da true brilliant of immenſe value. 


T imagined his reſpect for me increaſed 
after this enquiry; therefore, to cap- 
- tivate his eſteem the more, I told him, 
I would ſhow him a ſeal of compo- 


tion, engraved after a very valuable 


antique; upon which I pulled cut my 
- watch with a rich gold chain, adorned 


with three ſeals ſet in gold, and an 
opal ring. He viewed each of them 
with gfeat eagerneſs, handled the chain, 
admired the chaſed caſe, and obſerved, 
that the whole muſt have coſt me a vaſt 
ſum of money. I affected indifference, 
and replied in acarelefs manner, ſonie 
* trifle of ſixty or ſeventy guineas.” 
He ftared in my face for ſome time, 
and then aſked'it I was an Engliſhman: 
I an(wered in the negative. Vou are 
* from Ireland, then, Sir, I preſume, 
faid he. I made the ſame reply. O 


' RODERICK: 
.« this method will effectually put bim 


RANDOM; 


© one of our ſettlements abroad. I 
Rill anſwered, No.“ He ſeemed very 
much ſurprized; and ſaid, he was ſure 
I was not a foreigner. I made no re- 
ply, but left him upon the tenter-hooks 
of - impatient uncertainty, He could 
not contain his anxiety, but aſked par- 
don for the liberties he had taken, and 
to encourage me the more to diſcloſe 
my fituation, diſplayed his own with- 
out reſerve. 
«© gle man, have a confiderable annu- 
ity, on which I live according tomy 
own inclination ; and make the ends 
of the year meet very comfortably. 
As have no eſtate to leave behind 
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TJ am, ' faid he, *a ſin- 


me, I am not troubled with the im- 


or legacy hunters, and I conſider 
the world as made for me, not me 


„ 
c 
* 
o 
« portunate officjouſneſs of relations, 
U 
o 
© for the world: it is my maxim, 
a 


therefore, to enjoy it while I can, and 


A 


let . ſhift for itſelf.” While 


vein, and at the ſame time, no doubt, 
expected a retaliation from me; 2 


he thus indulged his own talkative 


young man entered, dreſſed in black 


velvet and an enwmous tye-wig, with 
an air in which natural levity and af- 
tected ſolemnity were fo jumbled to- 


gether, that on the whole he appear- 
ed a burleſque on all decorum. his 
ridiculous oddity danced up to the 
table at which we ſat, and after a 
thouſand grimaces, aſked my friend, 


by the name of Mr. Medlar, if we 


were not engaged upon buſinets. My 
companion put on a ſurly countenance, 


and replied, No great buſineſs, doc- 


tor; but, however Ol then, 
cried the phyſician, I muſt beg your 
indulgence a little; pray pardon me, 
gentlemen.— Sir,“ {aid he, addreſſing 
himſelf to me, your moſt humble 
« ſervant} 1 hope you will forgive me, 
Sir. 1 muſt beg the favour to fit, 
© Sir. Sir, 1 have ſomething of con- 
© ſequence'to impart to my friend Mr. 
« Medlar. Sir, I hope you will ex- 
© cule my freedom in whiſpering, Sir,” 
Before I had time to give this com+ 
plaiſant - perſon my permiflion, Mr. 


Medlar cried, + I'll have no whilper- 


ing; if you have any thing to ſa 

6 — ſpeck with ws audible voice.” 
The doctor ſeemed a little diſconcert- 
ed at this exclamation, and turning 
again to me, made a thouſand apo- 
logies for pretending to make myſ- 


e Tait he, © yam was Lorm in. en, Hee" ER 


which, 


_ 
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8 
' which, he ſaid, was owing to his ig- 


norance of my connexion with Mr. 
Medlar; but now he underſtood I was 


2 friend, he would communicate what 
he had to ſay in my hearing. He then 
began, after two or three hems, in this 
WARNE: © You muſt know, Sir, I am 
« jult. come from dinner at my Lady 


- ©. Flareit's (then addreſſing himſelf 
to mo © a lady of quality, Sir, at whoſe 
A table 


IT have the honour of dining 
ſometimes.— There was Lady State- 
ly, and myLady Larum, and Mrs. 
Bainty, and Miſs Biddy Gigler— 
upon my word, a very good-natured 
young lady, with a very pretty for- 
tune, Sir. There were alſo my Lord 
Straddle, Sir John Shrug, and maſter 
Billy Chatter, who is actually a very 
facetious young gentleman. So, Sir, 
her }adyſhip ſeeing me exceſſively fa- 
tigued, for ſhe was the laſt of fifteen 
patients (people of diſtinction, Sir) 
whom I had viſited this forenoon, 
inſiſted upon my ftaying dinner, 
though, upon my word, f protett I 
had no appetite; however, in com- 
pliance with her .ladyſhip's requeſt, 
Sir, I ſat down, and the converſa- 
tion turning on different ſubjects, 
among other things Mr. Chatter 
aſked very earneſtly when I ſaw Mr. 
Medlar. I told him I had not had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing ou theſe nine- 
teen hours and a ha e. for you may 


© a minute. No!” ſays he; © then I 


& defire you will go to his lodgings 
„ immediately after dinner, and fee 
<< what's the matter with him, for he 
©. mult certainly be very bad from hav- 


% ing laſt night eat ſuch a vaſt quan- 
« tity of raw oyſters,” The crufty 
gentleman, who, from the ſolemnity 


of his delivery, expected ſomething ex- 


traordinary, no ſooner heard his con- 
clußon, than he ſtarted up in a teſty 
humour, crying, © Pſhaw, pſhaw ! d—n 


your oyſters; and walked away, after 
. a ſhort compliment of, © your ſervant, 


Sir, to me. The doctor got up alto, 
ſaying, I vow and proteit, upon my 


word, I am actually amazed,” and 
followed Mr. Medlar to the bar, which 


was hard by, where he was paying for 


his coffee; there he whiſpered io loud, 


that I could overhear, . Pray, who 
© is. this gentleman?” His friend te- 
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remember, Sir, it was nearly about 
that time; I won't be poſitive as to 


* 
N 11 
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plied haſtily, I might have known 
© that before now, if it had not been 
« for your impertinent intruſion! and 
walked off, very much diſappointed, 
The ceremonious phliylician returned 
immediately, and fat down by me, 
aſking a thouſand pardons for leaving 
me — and giving me to under. 
ſtand that what he had communicated 
to Mr. Medlar at the bar was an af. 
fair of the laſt importance, that would 
admit of no delay. He then called 
for ſome coffee, and launched out into 
the virtues of that berry; which, he 
ſaid, in cold phlegmatic conſtitutions, 
like his, dried up the ſuperfluous moj. 
ſture, and braced the relaxed nerves. 
He told me it was utterly unknown to 
the ancients, and derived it's name from 
an Arabian word, which I might eaſi- 
ly perceive by the ſound and termina- 
tion. From this topick he transferred 
his diſquiſitions to the verb drink, 
which he affirmed was improperly ap- 
plied to the taking of coffee, inaſmuch 

as people did not drink, but ſip or ſip- 
le that liquor; that the genuine mean- 
ing of drinking is toquenchone's thirſt, 
or commit a debauch by ſwallowing 
wine; that the Latin word, which con- 
veyed the ſame idea, 155 bibere or po- 
tare, and that of the Greeks pinein or 
poteein, though he was apt to believe 
they were differently uſed on different 

. occafions. For example: to drink a 
vaſt quantity, or, as the vulgar expreſs 
it, to drink an ocean of liquor, was 
in Latin potare, and in Greek poteem ; 
and on the other hand, to ule it mode- 
rately, was bibere and piuein; that this 


was only a conjecture of his own, which, 


however, ſeemed to be ſupported by the 
word bibulous, which is particularly 
applied to the pores of the ſkin, that 
can only drink a,very ſmall quantity 


of the circumambient moiſture, by rea- 


ſon of the ſmallneſs of their diameters; 
whereas, from the verb poteciu, is de- 
rived the ſubſtantive pol amo, which 


ſignines a river, or vaſt quantity of li- 


quor. I cauld not help ſmiling at 
this learned and important inveſtiga- 
tion; and to recommend myſelf the 
more to my new acquaintance, whofe 


diſpoſition I was by this time well n- 


. formed of, I obſerved, that what he 
alledged did not, to the beſt of my re- 
membrance, appear in the writings of 
the ancients ; for Horace uſes the words 
| FX OE . Leto 
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'+ are in the right, Sir! 1 
not confidered this affair with my 


% 2-0 


1 


purpoſe, as in the twentieth ode of his 
book. | | 3 5 9 
Vile potabis modicis ſabinum cantharis, 


Er prælo domitam caleno tu bibes uam. 


That I had never heard of the verb 
poteein, but that potamos, potema, and 


poths, were derived from pino, poſo, 


ka; in conlequence of which the 
Greek poets-never uſe any other word 
for feſtal drinking. Homer deſcribes 


Neſtor at his cups in theſe words: 


Neftora d' on elat ben j ache pinonta perempes. 


And Anacreon mentions it on the ſame 
eccafion almoſt in every page, 


Pinonti de einen bedun | | 
Oran pino ton oinone 
Opliz" ego de pino. 


And in a thouſand other places. The 
doctor, who, doubtleſs, intended by 
his criticiſm, to give me a high idea of 
his erudition, was infinitely ſuprized 
to find himſelf ſchooled by one of my 
appearance; and after a conſiderable 
pauſe, cried, Upon my word, you 
find I have 


uſual accuracy. Then accoſting me 
in Latin, which he ſpoke very well, the 
converſation was maintained full two 
hours, on a en", of ſubjects, in that 
language; and indeed, he ſpoke ſo ju- 
diciouſly, that I was convinced, not- 
withſtanding his whimſical appearance, 
and attention to trifles, that he was a 
man of extenſive knowledge, eſpeciall 

in books; he looked upon me, as I af- 
terwards underſtood from Mr. Medlar, 


3s a prodigy in learning, and propoſed 


that very night, if I was not engaged, 
to introduce me to ſeveral young gen- 
tlemen of fortune and faſhion, with 
whom he had an appointment at the 
Bedford coffee-houſe, ©. 


TELL: 


SET OF FINE GENTLEMEN, WITH 
WHOM I SPEND THE EVENING 
AT A TAVERN—OUR CONVERSAs- 
TION==THE CHARACTERSOF MY 
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pate amd bibo indifferently for the ſame 


TOR is ROASTED—THE ISSUE. 


OF OUR DEBAUCH. . % 
1 Accepted his offer with pleaſure, 

and we went thither in a hackney- 
coach, where I ſaw a great number of 
gay figures fluitering about, moſt of 
whom ſpoke to the doctor with great 
familiarity. Among 


immediately knew to be the very per- 
ſons who had the night before, by their 


laughing, alarmed my ſuſpicion of the 


lady who had put herſelf under my 
protection. They no ſooner perceived 
me enter with Dr. Wagtail (for that 
was my companion's name) than they 
tittered and whiſpered one to another; 
and I was not a little ſurprized to find | 
that they were the gentlemen to whoſe 
acquaintance he deſigned to recom- 


mend me; for when he obſerved them 


together, he told me who they were, 
and deſired to know by what name he 
ſhould introduce me, I fatisfhed him 
in that particular, and he advanced 
with great gravity, ſaying, .* Gentle- 
* tlemen, your moſt obedient: give me 
© leave to introduce my friend Mr, 
© Random to your ſociety,” Then 
turning to me, * Mr. Random, this 
is Mr. Bragwell-—Mr. Banter, Sir 
© Mr, Chatter —my friend Mr. Sly- 


© boot, and Mr. Ranter, Sir.“ I ſaluied 
each of them in order, and when. 1 


came to take Mr. Slyboot by the hand, 
I perceived him thruſt his tongue in his 


_ cheek, to'the no ſmall entertainment 


of the company; but I did not think 
proper to take any notice of it on this 
occaſion, Mr, Ranter, too, (who Taf- 


terwards learned was a player) diſ- 


played his talents, by mimicking my 
air, features, and voice, while he re- 
turned my compliment; this feat* I 
ſhould not have been ſo ſenſible of, had 


I not ſeen him behave in the ſame man- 


ner to my friend Wagtail, when he 
made up to them at firſt, But for once 
I let him enjoy the fruits of his dexte- 
rity without queſtion or controul, re- 


ſolved, however, to chaſtiſe his inſo- 


lence at a moreconvenient opportunity, 
Mr. Slyboot gueſſing I was a ſtranger, 


aſked if I had been lately in France: 


and when I anſwered in tue affirmative, 
enquired if I had ſeen the Luxemburgh 
llery. 1 told him I had conſidere d 
4 more than once, with great attention: 
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the reſt ſtood a 
| pong of them around the fire, whom 
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upon this a converſation enſued, in 
which I diſcovered him to be a painter. 
While we were diſcourſing upon the 
iculars of this famous performance, 
1 Banter aſk Dr. Wagtail, 
where he had picked up this Mr. Ran- 
dom. To which queſtion the phyſi- 
cian anſwered, * Vpon my word, a 
© mighty pretty ſort of a 8 a 
* man of fortune, Sir; he has made 
the grand tour, and ſeen the beſt 
© company in Europe, Sir. '—* What, 
s he told you ſo, I ſuppoſe?” ſaid the 


other; I take him to be neither more 


nor ſeſs than a French valet de cham- 
bre. Oh! barbarous, barbarous !” 
cried the doctor; this is actually, 
© upon my word, altogether unac- 
'* countable. I know all his family 


perfectly well, Sir; he's of the Ran- 


© doms of the north; a very ancient 
© houſe, Sir; and a diftant relation of 


mine. I was extremely nettled at 
the conjecture of Mr. Banter, and be- 


gan to entertain a very indifferent opi- 


nion of my company in general; but 
as I might dofhbly by heir means ac- 
quire a more extenſive and agreeable ac- 
| quaintance, I determined to bear theſe 
Uitle mortifications as long as I could 
without injuring the dignity of my 
character. After having 2 for ſome 
time on the weather, plays, politicks, 
and other coffee - houſe ſubjects, it was 
propoſed that we ſnould ſpend the even- 
ing at a noted tavern in the neighbuur- 
hood, whither we repaired in a body. 
Having taken poſſe Hon of a room, 
called for French wine, and beſpoke 
ſupper, the glaſs went about pretty 
freely, and the characters of my aſſo- 


ciates opened upon me more and more. 


It ſoon appeared that the doctor was 
entertained as a but for the painter and 
Player to exerciſe their wit upon, for 
the diverſion of the company. 
Ranter began the game, by Mie h m 
L | \ 

- ; what was good for a hoarſeneſs, lowneſs 
„of ſpirits and indigeſtion, for he was 
tro} bled with all theſe complaints to 
a very great degree. Wagtail immedi. 
ately undertook to explain the nature of 
his caſe, and in a very prolix manner 
harangued upon prognolticks, diag- 
noſticks, ſymptomaticks, therapeu- 
"ticks, inanition, and repletion; then 
calculated the force of the Ramach and 
Jungs in their reſpective operations; 
aſcribed the player's malady to a dil- 
order in thele organs, proceeding from 


hard drinking and: vociferation, and 


* oY 4 a 0 TYY a " ** 8 * 3 *r IS WD 
FREY _— * ö * * 8 * 8 " 
* W * 7 22 
A : ? 


and loud ſpeaking, laughing, ſinging, 
0 


Mr. 


a TY 2 . CSS 
I's 


© THE ADVENTURES Of —1o \(- 


preſcribed a courſe of ſtomachicks, 
with abſtinence from venery, wine, 


coughing, ſneezing, or lowing, 
* Pah! pah,” cried Ranter, interruptif 
him, the remedy is worſe than the 
© diſeaſe. I wiſh I knew where to 
© find ſome tinder-water.'—-* Tinder. 
water!“ ſaid the doctor; © upon my 
© word I don't apprehend you, Mr. 
© Ranter.'—- Water extracted from 
« tinder,'* replied the other; * an 
« univerſal ſpecifick for all diſtempers 
incident to man. Tt was invented 
by a learned German monk, who, 
for a valuable conſideration, impart. 
« ed the ſecret to Paracelſus.— Par. 
© don me, cried the painter, it waz 
« firſt uſed by Solomon, as appears by 
© a Greek mavuſcript, in his own hand. 
« writing, lately found at the foot of 
mount Lebanon, by a peaſant who 
« was digging for potatoes. Well, 
ſaid Wagtail, in all my vaſt read. 
ing, I never met with ſuch a prepa- 
« ration! neither did I know till this 
* minute, that | Solomon underſtood 
© Greek, or that potatoes grew in Pa. 
© leftine.” Here Banter interpoſed, 
faying, he was furprized that Bode 
Wagtail ſhould make the leaſt doubt 
of Solomon's underſtanding Gretk, 
when he is repreſented to us as the 
wiſeſt and beſt educated prince in the 
world ; and as for potatoes, they were 
tranſplanted thither from Ireland, in 
the time of the Cruſades, by ſome 
knights of that country. I profeſs, 
ſaid the doctor, * there is nothing more 
© likely; I would actually give a vat 
© ſurg for a fight of that manuſcript, 
-© which muſt be ineſtimahle: and if! 
© underftood the proceſs, would ſet 
© about it immediately.“ The player 
aſſured him, the proceſs was very ſim- 
ple ; that he, muſt cram a hundred 
weight of dry tinder into a glaſs re- 
tort, and diflilling it by the force of 
animal heat, jt would yield half 2 
ſcruple of inſipid water, one drop of 
which is a full doſe. © Upon wy in- 
« tegrity!* exclaimed the eredulous 
doctor, this is very amazing and 
extraordinary | that a caput mortuum 
« ſhall prom any water at all. I muſt 
« own I have always been an enemy to 
« ſpecificks, which I thought incon- 
* tent with the nature of the animal 
economy; but certainly the autho- 
« rity of Solomon is not to be quei- 


© tioned. DF wonder where 1 ſhall find 
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'* tain ſuch a vaſt quantity of tinder, 
the confumption of which muſt un- 
© douhtedly raiſe the price of paper; 
Nor where ſhall 1 find animal heat ſuf- 
ficient, even to warm fuch a maſs.” 
Slyboot informed him, that he might 
have a retort blown for him as big as 
achurch ; and that the eaſieſt method of 
raiſing the vapour by animal heat, 
would be to place it in the middle of 
an infirmary for feveriſh patients, who 
might lie upon mattraſſes around, and 
in contact with it. He had no ſooner 
pronounced theſe words, than Wag- 
tail exclaimed in a rapture, * An 4 
© mirable expedient, as I hope to be 
© ſaved! 1 will poſitively put it in 
practice. This ſimplicity of the 

hyfician furniſhed excellent diverſion 
2 the company, who, in their turns, 


ſneered at him in ironical compliments, 
which his vanity ſwallowed as the 


uine ſentiments of their hearts. 
r. Chatter, impatient of ſo long a 
filence; now broke out, and entertain- 


ple who danced”at the laſt Hampſtead 


' affetdly, with a moſt circumſtantial 


account of the dreſs and ornaments of 
each, from the lappets of the ladies to 
the ſhoe-buekles of the men; con- 
cluding with telling Bragwell, that his 
miſtreſs Melinda was there, and ſeem- 
ed to miſs him; and ſoliciting his 
company at the next occaſion of that 
kind. No, no, damme, ſaid Brag- 
well, © I have ſomething elſe to mind, 
* than dangle after a parcel of giddy- 
headed girls; beſides, you know my 
* temper is ſo unruly, that I am apt to 
involve myſelf in ſcrapes, when a 
© woman is concerned. The laſt time 
© I was there, I had an affair with 


Tom Trippet.— O! I remember 


that, cried Banter; you lugged 
* out before the ladies; and I com- 
mend you for ſo doing, becauſe you 
* had an opportunity of ſhewing your 
* manhood without running any riſk.” 
— Riſk!” ſaid the other with a fierce 
countenance, * damn my blood! I fear 
no riſks. I an't afraid of lugging 
* out againſt any man that wears a 
head, dammel 'tis well known I 
© have drawn blood more than once, 
* and Joſt ſome too; 'but what does 
that ſignify?” The player begged 
this champion to employ him as his 
ſecond the next time he intended to 
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a glaſs retort large enough to con- 
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kill, for he wanted to ſee a man die of 
a ſtab, that he might know how to act 
ſuch a part the more naturally on the 
ſtage. Die!” replied the hero: No, 
© by God! I know better things than 
© to incur the verdict of a Middleſex 


jury; I ſhould look upon my fencing- 


„ maſter. to be an ignorant ſon of a 
< bitch, if he had not taught me to 
10 ae any part of my antagoniſt's 
© body that I pleaſe to difable.'— 
Ohol' cried Slyboot, * if that be the 
caſe, I have a favour to aſk: you 
muſt know I am employed to paint a 
Jeſus on the croſs; and my purpoſe 
is to repreſent him ar that point of. 
time when the ſpear is thruſt into his 
fide, Now I ſhould be glad you 


impertinent fellow into convulſions, 
without endangering his life, that 

may have an opportunity of taking a 
good clever agony from nature: the 
doctor will direct you where to enter, 
© and how far to go; but pray let it 
© be as near the left fide as poſſible.“ 
Wagtail, who took this propoſal ſe- 
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rioufly, obſerved, that it would be a 


very difficult matter to penetrate into 
the left ſide of the thorax, without 
hurting the heart, and of conſequence 


killing the patient; but he believed it 
was poſſible for a man of a ve 


nice 
hand, and exact knowledge of ana- 
tomy, to wound the diaphragma ſome- 
where about the ſkirts, which might 


induce a ſingultus, without being at- 


tended with death: that he was ready 
to demonſtrate the inſertion of the 
muſcle to Mr. Bragwell; but deſired 
to have no concern with the experi- 
ment, which might effentially * 
his reputation in caſe of a miſcarriage. 
Bragwell was as much impoſed upon 
by the painter's waggery as the doc- 
tor, and declined engaging in the affair, 
* „ he had a very great regard for 
r. Siyboot, but had laid it down as a 
maxim, never to fight except when his 


honour was engaged. A thouſand | 


jokes of this kind were uttered; the 


wine circulated, ſupper was ſerved in, 


we ate heartily, returned to the bottle, 
Bragwell became noiſy and trouble- 


ſome, Banter grew more and more 


ſevere, Ranter rehearſed, Slybootmade 
faces at the whole company, I ſung- 
French catches, and Chatter kiſſed me 


| with great affection; while the doctor, 
with a woeful countenance, ſat _ | 
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would, in my preſence, pink ſome. 
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length it was propoſed by Bragwell, - 


that we ſhould icour the hundreds, tweat 


the conſtable, maul the watch, and then 


reel ſoberly to bed. ; 
While we deliberated on this expedi- 


tion, the waiter came into the room, 
and aſket! for Doctor Wagtail ; when 


he underſtood he was preſent, he told 
him there was a lady below to enquire 
for him; at which meſſage the ohyſi- 
cian ſtarted from his melancholy con- 
e and with a look of extreme 
contuſion, aſſured the company he could 
not poſſibly be the perſon wanted, for 
he had no connexion with any lady 


whatever, and bade the drawer tell her 


ſo. For ſhame !' cried Banter, would 
you be ſo impolite as to refuſe a lady 
© the hearing; perhaps ſhe comes for 
5 conſultation. It muſt be ſome ex · 
* traordinary affair that brings a lady 
to a tavern at this time o'night. Mr, 
© Ranter, pray do the doctor's baiſe- 

mains to the lady, and fquire her hi- 
1 ther. The player immediatelv ſtag. 
gered qut, and eturhed, leading in with 
much ceremon+1,a tall. ft; apping wench, 
whole appearance proclaimed her oc - 


cupation. We received her with the 


utmoſt ſolemnity, and with a good deal 
of intreaty ſhe was pertuaded to fit, 
when a profound ſilence enſued, during 
which ſhe fixed her eyes, witha diſconſo- 
late look, upon the doctor, who was ut- 
terly confounded at her behaviour, and 


returned her melancholy four-fold; at 


length, after a good many piteous ſighs, 
ſhe wiped her eyes, and accoſted him 
thus: What ! not one word of comfort? 
Will nothing ſoften that ſtony heart 
« of thine? Not all my tears! not all 
my affliction ! Not the inevitable ruin 
thou haſt brought upon me! Where 
6 are thy vows, thou faithleis, perjured 
man? Haſt thou no honour; no con- 
© ſcience; no remorte for thy perfidi- 


© ous conduct towards me! Anſwer 


me, wilt thou at laſt do me juſtice, or 
« muſt I have recourte to heaven or hell 
+ for my revenge !' If poor Wagtail 
was amazed before the ſpoke, what 
muſt his confuſion be on hearing this 
addrets | His natural paleneſs changed 
into a ghaſtly clay colour, his eyes rol- 
leck, his lip trembled, and he anſwered 
in an accent not to be deſcribed, * Up- 


on my word, honour, and ſalvation, 
Madam, you are actually miſtaken in 
my perſon. I have a mult particular 
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natural talents, which are 


veneration for your fex, and am ac, 
tually incapable of injuring any lady 
in the ſmalleſt degree, Madam; be- 

ſides, Madam, to the beſt of my re- 
collection, I never had the honour of 
© ſeeing you before, as I hope to be 
* ſaved, Madam! How, traitor 
cried ſhe, * dott thou diſown me then 
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© Miſtaken! no, too well I know that 


LAY 


fair bewitching face! too well I know 
that falſe enchanting tongue !— Alas, 
gentlemen, ſince the villain compels 
me, by his unkindneſs, to expole 
myſelf. and him, know that tliis be. 
trayer, under the ſpecious pretenceof 
honourable addreſles, won my heart, 
and taking advantage of his conqueſt, 
robbed me of my virgin treaſure, and 
afterwards abandoned me to my fate 
I am now four months gone with 
child by him, turned out of doors by 
my relations, and left a prey to milery 
and want— Ves tou l arbarian, {aid 
ſhe, turning to Wagtail, thou tiger, 
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thou ſuccubus ! too well thou know- 


elt my ſituation; but I will tear out 
* thy faithleſs heart, and deliver the 


©; world from ſuch a monſter. So ſay- 


ing, ſhe ſprung forward at the dottor, 
who, with incredihle agility, jumped 
over the table. and ran behind Brag- 
well, while the reſt of us endeavoured 
to appeaſe the furious heroine, Al- 
though every body in the company af- 
fedtel the utmoſt ſurprize, I could ea- 
ſily perceive it was a ſcheme concerted 
among them to produce diverſion at the 
doctor's expence ; and being under no 
concern about the conſequence, I en- 


tered into the confederacy, and enjoyed 
the diſtreſs of Wagtail;z who, with tears 


in his eyes, begged the protection of 
the company, declaring himſelf as in- 
nocent of the crime laid to his eharge, 
as the fetus in utero; and hinting at 
the ſame time, that nature had not put 
it in his power to be pad of ſuch a 
treſpaſs, * Nature !*'.cried the lady, 
© there was no nature in the caſe ; he 
© abuſed me by the help of charms and 
ſpells ; elſe how is it poſſible __—_— 
woman could have liſtened to the ad- 
dreſſes of ſuch a ſcare - crow? Were 
theſe owliſh eyes made for ogling; 
that carrion complexion to be admi- 
red; or that mouth like a horſe-ſhoe 
to be kiſſed ? No, no, you owe your 
ſuccels to your philtres, to your drugs 
and incantations ; and not to your 
in eve 
« xeſ) 


for that pu 
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« reſpe&t mean and contemptibleg The 


doctor now thought he had got an op- 

rtunity of vindicating himſelf ef- 
fectually; and deſired the complainant 
to compoſe herſelf but for half an hour, 
in which he undertook to prove the ab- 
ſurdity of believing in the power of in- 
cantations, which were only idle dreams 


of ignorance and ſuperſtition. He ac- 


cordingly pronounced a- very learned 
diſcourſe upon the nature of ideas, the 
powers and independence of the mind, 
the properties of ſtimulating medicines, 
the difterence between a proneneſs to 
venery, which many ſimples would 
create, and a paſſion limited to one ob- 
jet, which can only be the reſult of 


' ſenle and reflection; and concluded 
with a pathetic remonſtrance, ſetting 


forth his unhappineſs in being perſecu- 
ted with the reſentment of a lady whom 
he had never injured, noreven ſeen be- 
fore that occaſion, and whoſe faculties 
were, in all likelihood, ſo much im- 
paired by her mistortunes, that an in- 
nocent perſon was in danger of being 
ruined by her diſorder. He had no 
ſooner finiſhed his harangue, than the 
forlorn princeſs renewed her lamenta- 


tions, and cautioned the com * a- 


gainſt his eloquence, which, ſhe ſaid, 


was able to bias the moſt impartial 
bench in Chriſtendom, Banter adviſed 


him to eſpoule her immediately, as the 
only means to ſalve his reputation, and 
offered to accompany him to the Fleet 
ſe; but Sly boot propo- 
ſed that a father ſhould be purchaſed for 


the child, and a comfortable alimony 


fettled on the mother, Ranter promi- 
ſed to adopt the infant gratis. Wag- 
tail was ready to worſhip him for his 
generoſity ; and though he perſiſted in 
proteſting his innocence, condeſcended 
to every thing rather than his unble- 
miſhed character ſhould be called in 
queſtion. The lady rejected the pro- 


poſal, and inſiſted on matrimony. Brag- 


well took up the cudgels for the doctor, 
and undertook to rid him of her impor- 


tunity for half a guinea ; upon which 


Wagtail, with great eagerneſs, pulled 
out his purſe, and pus it into the hand 
of his friend, wlio taking half a piece 
out of it, gave it to the plaintiff, and 
bade her thank God for her good for- 
tune. When ſhe had received this 
bounty, the affected to weep, and beg- 
ged, lince the phyſician had renounced 
her, he would at leait vouchſafe her a 
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parting kiſs; this he was prevalled up- 
on to grant, with great — rr 
went up with his uſual ſolemnity, to ſa- 
lute her; when ſhe laid hold of his 
cheek-with her teeth, and held faft, 
while he roared with anguiſh, to the 
unlpeakable diverſion 1 
When ſhe thought proper to releaſe him, 
ſne dropped a low curtſey to the com- 
pany, and quitted the room, leaving 
the doctor in the utmoſt horror, not fo 
much on account of the pain as the 
apprehenſion of the conſequence of the 
bite; for by this time he Was convinced 
of her being mad, Banter preſcribed 
the actual cautery, and put the poker in 
the fire to be heated, in order to ſear 
the place. The player was of opinion 
that Bragwell ſhould ſcoop out the part 
affected with the point of his ſword; 
but the painter prevented both theſe 
dreadful operations, by recommendin 
a balſam he had in his pocket, i 
never failed to cure the bite of a mad 
dog; to ſaying, he pulled out a ſmall 
bladder of black paint; with which he 
inſtantly anointed not only the ſore, 
but the greateſt part of the patient's 
face, and left it inafrightful condition. 
In ſhort, the poor creature was ſo ha- 
raſſed with fear and vexation, that I pi- 
tied him extremely, and ſent him home 
in a chair, contrary to the inclination 
of every body preſent. _ | 
This freedom of mine gave umb 
to Bragwell, ho teſtified his diſplea- 
ſure, by ſwearing a few threats, with- 
out making | any application, which 
being vereathinh by Slyboot, who fat 
by me, he, with a view of promoting 
a quarrel, whiſpered to me, that he 
thought Bragwell uſed me very ill; 
but every man was the beſt judge of 
his own affairs I anſwered aloud, 
that I would neither ſuffer Mr. Rrag- 
well nor him to uſe me ill with im- 
unity; and that I ſtood in no need of 
Ki counſel in regard to the regulation 
of my conduct. He thought pro 
to aſk a thouſand pardons, and affure 
me, he meant no offence; while Brag- 
well teigned himfelf aſleep, that he 
might not be obliged to take notice of 
what paſled., But the player, who had 
more animd ſpirits, and lets diſcre- 
tion than Sy boot, unwilling to let the 
affair reſt vhere he had dropt it, jog- 
ged Mr. B-agwell, and told him ſoft- 
y, that 1 called bim names, and 
hreatened to cudgel him. This par- 
| | : ticular 
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ticular I underſtood by his ſtarting up 
and crying, * Blood and wounds | yau 
© Iye:, no man durſt treat me ſo igno- 
6 miniouſly.——-Mr. Random, did you 
© call me names, ind threaten to drub 
4A me?” I denied the imputation, and 
propoſed to pumſli the ſcoundrel who 
endeavoured to foment diſturbance in 
the company. Bragwell ſignified his 
robation, and / drew his fword; I. 

id the ſame, and accoſted the actor in 
theſe words: Look'e, Mr. Ranter, 
I know you poſſeſs all the mimickry 
© and miſchievous qualities of an ape, 
© becauſe. I have obſerved you put them 
all in practice more . once to- 
© night, on me and others; now I 
« want to fee if you reſemble one in 
4 nimbledbeſs allo, therefore I defire 
you to leap over this ſword without 
© heſitation.” 80 ſaying, I held it 
allel to the horizon, at the diſtance 

of about three feet from the floor, and 
called, Once, twice, thrice, and a- 
« way” but inſtead of complying with 
my command, he ſnatched his hat and 
hanger, and — the looks, (wag- 
„and phraſe of Piſtol, burſt out in 
following exclamation, * Ha! muſt 
« I then pe inglorious prank, of 
« fylvanape in mountain foreſt caught! 
© Death rock me aſleep; -abridge my 
« dolefn} days, and lay my hand in 


'* fury's lap. Have we not Hiren here?“ 
This e e did not anſwer his 
expectation, for by this time the com- 


pany was bent on ſeeing Him in a new 
character. Mr. Banter deſired me to 
hold my ſword a foot or two higher, 


that he might have the better oppor- 


tunity of exerting himſeli:. The painter 
told him, F he performed well, he 
would recommend him zs a vaulter to 
the proprietors of Sadler*s Wells; and 
Bragwell crying, © Leays for the king, 
applied the point of his Tward to the 
player's poſteriors with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that he ſprung over 111 a trice, and 
finding the door unguarded, vaniſhed 
in a twinkling; glad, no doubt, of 
having paid his ſhare of the reckon- 
ing fo eaſily. 7 22 
It being now near ro o'clock in 
the morning, we diſchar zed the bill, 


and fallied out into the ſtreet. The 


ainter flunk away witho: it taking his 
ve. Billy Chatter, being unable 
to ſpeak or ſtand, was ſent to a bagnio z 
and Banter and I accomp znied Brag- 
well to Moll King's « offee-houle, 
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whereg after he had kicked half 2 
dozen of hungry whores, we left him 
aſleep on a bench, and directed our 
courſe towards Charing Croſs, near 
which place both he and I lodged. 
The natural dryneſs of my compa. 
nion being overcome by liquor; he 
honoured me by the way with man 
compliments and profeſſions of friend. 
| ſhip, for which I made ſuitable ac- 
knowledgments, and told him, I 
thought myſelf happy in having, by 
my behaviour, removed the unfavour- 
able opinion he entertained of me at 
firſt fight, He was ſurprized at this 
declaration, and begged me to explain 
myſelf ; upon which I mentioned what 


J had over-heard him ſay of me to 


Wagtail in the coffee-houfe. He 

— 4 and made an apology for his 

freedom, aſſuring me, that = appear- 
ed 


ance had very much prepoſl; im in - 


my favour; and what he ſaid, was 
only intended as a joke on the doctor's 
folemnity. I was highly pleaſed at 
being undeceived in this particular, 
and not a little proud of the good opi- 


nion of this wit, who ſhook me by the 


hand at parting, and promiſed to meet 
me next day at the ney | 


0 
. 
STRAP COMMUNICATES TO ME A 
CONQUEST HR HAD MADE OF 4 
CHANDLER'S WIDOW=—FIND$S 
HIMSELF MISERABLY MISTAKEN 
—[ GO TO THE OPERA—ADMIRE 
MELINDA=—AM CAUTIONED BY 
BANTER—GO TO THE ASSEMBLY 
AT HAMPSTEAD—DANCE WITH 
THAT YOUNG -LADY—RECEIVE 
AN INSOLENT MESSAGE FROM 


BRAGWELL, WHOSE METAL 1$ 


$0ON,,COULED—AM IN FAVOUR 
WITH MY MISTRESS, WHOM 1 
VISIT NEXT DAY, AND AM BUB- 
 BLEDOUT OF EIGHTEEN GUINEAS 
AT CARDS—STRAP TRIUMPHSAT 
MY SUCCESS, BUT 1s ASTONISH- 
ED AT MY EXPENCE—BANTER 
COMES TO MY LODGING, is VERY 
SARCASTIC AT MY. EXPENCE, 


AND BORROWS FIVE GUINEAS 


FROM ME, AS A PROOF OF HI1S 
FRIENDSHIP, | 


IN che morning, before I got up, 
A Strap came into my chamber, -and 


finding me awake, hemmed feveral | 
| times, 
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me to underſtand he had ſomething to 
communicate. By your countenance, 
ſaid I, I expect to hear good tidings.” 
— Indifferent, replied he, tittering, 
c that is, hereafter as it ſhall be. You 
muſt know, I have ſome thoughts of 
«© altering my condition.'—— What !' 


cried I, aftoniſhed; a matrimonial 


© ſcheme? O rare Strap! thou haſt got 
the heels of me at laſt.'==" N'—no 
© leſs, J aſſure you, ſaid he, burſting 
into 2 laugh of ſelf-approbation: * a 
4 widow, that lives 


© hard by, has taken a liking to me. 


A fine jolly dame, as plump as a 
partridge. She has a well furniſhed 
c, 5 a briſk: trade, and a good deal 


« of the ready. I may have her for 


© the aſking. She told a friend of 


mine, a brother footman, that ſnhe 


© would take me out of a ſtinking 
© clout. But I refuſed to give my 
final anſwer, till I knew your opi- 
nion of the matter.” I congratu- 


| lated Monheur D*'Eftrapes upon his 


conqueſt, and approved of the ſcheme, 
provided he could be aſſured of thoſe 
circumitances of her fortune ; but ad- 
viſed him to do nothing raihly, and 
0 me an opportunity of ſecing the 


y before matters ſhould be brouglit 


to a concluſion. He aſſured me he 


| 2 do nothing without my conſent 


d approbation, and that very morn- 
ing, while I was at breakfaſt, intro- 
guced his inamorata to my acquain- 
tance. She was a ſhort thick woman, 
about the age of thirty-ſix, and had a 

rtieul ar prominence of belly, which 

perceived at firſt fight, not without 
ſome ſuſpicion of foul play. I delired 
her, however, to fit, and treated her 
with a diſh of tea; the diſcourſe turn- 
ing on the good qualities of” Strap, 
whom I repreſented as a prodigy of 
SA inJuſtry, and virtue. When 
ſhe took her leave, he followed her to 
the door, and returned licking his lips, 


and aſking if I did not think ſhe was 


a luſcious creature. I made no myſ- 


tery of my apprehenſion, but declar- 


my ſentiments of her without re- 
ſerve; at which he was not ſurprized, 
telling me, he hay obſerved the ſame 
ſymptom, but was informed by his 
iend that ſhe was only liver-grown, 
and would in a feœC months be as ſmall 


RODERICK 


wren his head, caſt his eyes 
upon the ground, and with a very fool - 


ich kind of ſimper upon his face, gave 


partner. 
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in the waiſt as ever. Tes, ſaid I, 
a few weeks, I believe, will do the 
buſineſs. In ſhort, Strap, it is my 
opinion, that you are egregiouſly im- 
' poſed upon; and that this friend is 

no other than a raſcal who wants to 


0 
i 
i 
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palm his trull upon you for a wife, 


- © that he may at once deliver himſelf 


from the importunities of the mo- 
© ther, and the expence of her bant- 
© ling; for which reaſon I would not 
© have you truſt implicitly to the re- 
port he makes of her wealth; which 
© 1s inconſiſtent with his behaviour; 
nor run your head precipitately into 
© a nooſe, that you may afterwards 
© wiſh exchanged for the hangman's.* 
He ſeemed very much ſtartled at my 
inſinuation, and, promiſed to look twice 
before he leaped ; faying, with ſome 
heat, Odds! if I find his intention 
© is to betray me, we ſhall ſee which 
Jof us is the better man.” My pre- 
diction was verified in leſs than a fort- 
night; her great belly 2 an 
infant, to the unſpeakable amazement 
of Strap, who was, before this hap- 
pened, inclinable to believe I had re- 
fined a little too much in my penetra- 
tion. His falſe friend diſappeared, and 
in a few days after an execution was 
iſſued againſt her goods and houthold- 
furniture, which were ſeized by the 
creditors. | 
Mean while I met my friend Banter - 
at the ordinary, and in the evening 
went to the opera with him and Mr. 


Chatter, who pointed out Melinda in 


one of the boxes, and offered do intio- 
duce me to her, obſerving at the ſame 
time, that ſhe was a reigning toaſt 
worth ten thouſand pounds. This 

iece of information made my heart 
Lond with joy, and I diſcovered great 
eagerneſs to accept the propoſal ; upon 


which he afſ1red me I thould dance. 


with her at the next aſſembly, if he 
had any influence in that quarter; fo 
ſaying, he went round, ſpoke to her 
ſome minutes, and, 'as I imagined, 
pointed at me; then yeturning, told 
me, to my inexpreſſible pleaſure, that 
I might depend vpon what he had pro - 
miſed, for ſhe was now engaged as my 


* 


Banter, in a whiſper, gave 


me to underſtand, that ſhe was an in- 
corrigible coquette, who would grant 
the ſame favour to any young fellow 
in England, of a tolerable appear- 


ance, merely to engage him * 
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ſenfible diſpoſition, dead to every paſ- 
fion but vanity, and ſo blind to merit, 
that he would lay any 
wealthieſt fool ſhould carry her at laſt. 
I attributed.a good deal of this intel- 
ligence to the ſatirical turn of my 


friend, or reſentment, for having him-- 


ſelf ſuffered a rebuff from the lady in 


queſtion ; and, at any rate, truſted ſo 
much to my own accompliſhments, 
as to believe no woman could reſiſt the 
ardour of my-addrefles. « 


Full of this confidence, I repaired to 


Hampſtead, ' in company with Billy. 


Chatter, my Lord Hobble, and doctor 
Wagtail. There I ſaw a very brilliant 
aſſembly, before whom I had the ho- 
nour to walk a minuet with Melindz, 
who charmed me with her frank man- 


ner and eaſineſs of behaviour. Before 


the country dances began, I received a 
meſſage by a perſon I did not know, 
from Bragwell, who was preſent, im- 
porting, that nobody who knew him, 

reſumed to dance with Melinda, while 


e was there in perſon ; and that I would 


do well to relinquiſh her without noiſe, 
becauſe he had a mind to lead-up a 
country dance with her. 
ordinary intimation, which was deli- 
vered m the lady's hearing, did nor at 
all diſcompoſe me, who by this time 
was pretty well acquainted with the 
character of my rival. I therefore, 
without the leaſt ſymptom of concern, 
bade the gentleman tel] Mr. Bragwell, 
that ſinde I was ſo happy as to obtain 
the lady's conſent, I thould not be ſo- 
licitous about his; and deſired the 
bearer himſelf to bring me no ſuch im- 


rtinent meſſages for the future. Me- 


inda affected a ſort of confuſion, and 


pretended to wonder that Mr. Brag- 


well ſhould give himſelf ſuch liberties 
with regard to her, who had no man- 
ner of connection with the fellow. I 
laid hold of this opportunity to diſplay 
my valour, and offered to call him to 
an account for his inſolence, a pro- 
poſal which ſhe abſolutely refuſed, un- 


der pretence of conſulting my ſafety ; 


though I could perceive by the ſpark- 


hng of her eyes, that ſhe would not 


have thought herſelf affronted in being 
the ſubject of a duel. I was by no 


means pleafed with this difcovery of 
her thoughts, which not only argued 
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herd of her #dmirers, that the might 
have the pleature of ſeeing them daily 
increaſe; that ſhe was of a cold in- 


wager, the 


This extra- 


in company wit 
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the molt nnjuſtifiable vanity, but like. 


wiſe the moſt barbarous indifference F 
however, I was allured by her fortune, 
and reſolved to gratify her pride, in 


_— her the occahon of a public 


quarrel between me and Bragwell; 
who, I was pretty certain, would ne- 
ver drive matters to a dangerous ex. 
ten, ĩ ß 8 

While we danced together, I ob- 
ſerved this formidable rival at one end 
of the room, encircled with a cluſter 


of beaus, to whom he talked with great 


vehemence, caſting many big looks at 
me, from time to time: I gueſſed the 
ſubject of his diſcourſe, and as ſoon as 
I had handed my partner to her teat, 
ſtrutted up to the place where he ſtood, 
and cocking my hat in his face, de- 
manded aloud, if he had any thing to 
fay to me. He anſwered with. a ſullen 
tone, Nothing at preſent, Sir.” And 
turned about upon hee heel. Well,” 
ſaid I, © you know where I am to be 


found at any time. His companions' 


ſtared at one another, and I returned' 
to the lady, whole features brightened 
at my approach, and immediately a 
whiſper run through the whole room; 
after which ſo many eyes were turned 
upon me, that I was ready to fink with 
confukon. When the\ball broke up, 
I led her to her coach; and, hke a true 
French gallant, would have got tip be- 
hind it, in order to protect her from 
violence on the road, but ſhe abſolute- 
ly refuſed my offer, and expreſſed her 
concern that there was not an empty 
ſeat for me within the vehicle. * 
Next day in the afternoon I waited ' 
on her at her lodgings, by permiſſion, 
hatter, and was 
very civilly received by her mother, 
with whom ſhe lived; there were a 
good many faſhionable people preſent, 
chiefly young fellows, and immediate 
ly after tea a couple of card tables 
were ſet, at one of which I had the ho- 


nour to oy with Melinda, who in leſs 


than three hours made ſhift to plunder: 
me of eight guineas. I was well 
enough content to Joſe a little money 
with a good grace, that I might have 
an opportunity in the mean time to ſay 
ſoft things, which are ſtill moſt wel- 


come, when attended with good luck; 
but I was by no me ins ſatished of her 


fair play, a circumſtance that ſhocked' 
me not a little, and greatly impaired 
my opinion of her diſintereſtednels ant 

ET delicacy. 
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licacy. However, I was reſolved to 
— by this behaviour, and treat her 
my turn with leſs ceremony; ac- 
cordingly, I laid cloſe ne e to her, and 
finding = not at all diſguſted with 
the groſs incenſe I offered, that very 
night made a declaration of love in 


plain terms. She received my addreſſes 


with great gaiety, and pretended. to 
laugh them off, but at the ſame time 
treated me with ſuch particular com- 
placency, that I was perſuaded I had 
made a conqueſt of her heart, and con- 


cluded myſelf the happieſt man alive. 


Elevated with theſe flattering ideas, I 
ſat down again to cards, after ſupper, 
and with great chearfuineſs ſuffered my- 
ſelf to be cheated of ten guineas more. 
lt was late before I took my leave, 
after being favoured with a general in- 
vitation; and when. I got into bed, the 


adventures of the day hindered me from 


ſleeping. Sometimes I pleaſed myſelf 
with the hapes of poſſeſſing a fine wo- 
man with ten thouſand pounds ; then 
1 would ruminate on the character I 


had heard of her from Banter, and 


compare it with the circumſtances of 
her conduct towards me, which ſeem- 
ed to bear too great a reſemblance to the 
picture he had drawn. This introduced 
amelancholy reflection on the expence 
1 had undergone, and the ſmallneſs of 
my funds to ſupport it, which, \ Ag 
bye, were none of my own; in ſhort, 


found myſelf involved in doubts and 


perplexities, that kept me awake the 
greateſt part of the night. 

In the morning, Strap, with whom 
had not converſed for two days, pre- 
ſented himſelf with the utenſils for 
ſhaving me; upon which, I aſked his 
opinion of the lady whom he had ſeen 
me conduct to her coach at Hampſtead. 
Odd! ſhe's a delicious creature, cried 
be; © and, as I am informed, a great 
fortune. Iam ſorry you did not in- 
© fiſt on going home with her. I dare 
© ſay, ſhe would not have refyſed your 
company; for ſhe . ſeems to be a 


good- humoured ſoul.— There's a 


time for all things, ſaid I. You 
* muſt know, Strap, I was in com- 
' pany with her till one o'clock this 
© morning.” I had no ſooner pro- 
nounced theſe words, than he bega 
to caper about the room, and ſnap his 


lingers, crying in a tranſport, © The 


* day's our own ! the day's our own! 


I gave him to underſtand that his tri- 
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umph was a little premature, and that 
I bad more difficulties to ſurmount 
than he was aware of; then I recount- 
ed to him the intelligence I had re- 
ceived from Banter. At which he 
changed colour, ſhook his head, and 
obterved there was no faith in woman; 
I told him, I was reſolved to make a 
bold puſh natwithſtanding, although I 


foreſaw it would lead me into a great 


expence; and bade him gueſs the ſum 
I had loſt | laſt night at cards. He 
ſcratched his chin, and profeſſed his 
abhorrence.gf cards, the very name of 
which being mentioned made him ſweat 
with, vexation, as it recalled the mo- 
deer to his remembrance; But 
however, ſaid he, * you have to do 
© with other-gueſs peo ſe now. Why, 
I ſuppoſe, i — 2. a bad run laſt 
* night, you would ſcarce come off for 
© leſs than ten or twelve ſhilling. I was 
mortified at this piece of ſimplicity, 
which I imagined, at that time, was all 
affected, by way of reprimand for my 
folly ; and aſked with ſome heat, if he 
thought I ſpent the evening in a cellar 
with chairmen and bunters; giving him 
to know, at the ſame time, that my ex- 
pence had amounted to eighteen gui- 
neas. It would require the pencil of Ho- 
garth to expreſs the aſtoniſhment and 
concern of Strap, on hearing this piece 
of news; the baſon in which he was pre- 
paring the lather for my chin, drop- 
ped out of his hands, and he remained 
ſome time immovable in that tydicrous 
attitude, with bis mouth open and his 
eyes thruſt forward conſiderably be- 
yond their ſtation; but remember! 
my diſpoſition, which was touchy a 
impatient of controul, he ſmothered 
his chagrin, and attempted to recol- 
lect himſelf, With this view he en- 
deavoured to laugh; but in ſpite gf 
his teeth, broke out into a whimper, 
took up his waſh · ball and pewter-pot, 
ſcrubbed my . beard with the one, and 
diſcharged the other upon my face. 
I took no notice of his confuſion, but 
after he had fully recovered himſelf, 
put him in mind of his right, and aſ- 
ſured him of my readineſs to ſurrender 
his effects whenever he ſhould. think 
proper to demand them, He was, net- 
tled at my inſinuation, which he 
thought proceeded from my diſtruſt of 
his friendchip: and begged 1 would | 
never talk to him in that ſtrain again, 
unleſs I had a mind to break his heart, 
: n This 
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This creature's unalterable 
friendſhip for me affected me with the 
moſt grateful ſentiments, and acted as 
a ſpur to my reſolution of acquiring a 
fortune, that I. might have it in my 
power to manifeſt my generoſity in my 
turn. For this purpole, I determined 
to bring matters to a ſpeedy concluſion 
with Melinda; well knowing that a 
few ſuch nights as the laſt, would ef- 


_ feQually incapacitate me from proſe- 


cuting that or any other advantageous 


, amour, 


While my meditation was buſied in 
planning out my future conduct, Mr. 


Banter favoured me with a viſit ; and 


after breakfaſt, aſked how I had paſ- 
{ed the preceding evening. I anſwer- 
ed, I was very agreeably entertained 
at a private houſe. Ves, ſaid he, 
with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, © you deſerved 
© ſomething extraordinary for the price 
you paid. I was ſurprized at this 
remark, and pretended ignorance of 
his meaning. Come, come, Ran- 
dom, continued he, you need not 
make a myſtery of it to me, when 
the whole town has it. I wiſh 
that fooliſ affair between you and 
Bragwell at Hampflead had been 
leſs public.—It has ſet all the buſy 
bodies at work to find out your real 
character and ſituation; and you can- 
© not imagine what conjectures have 
0 8 circulated at your — 1 
One ſuſpects you to be a Jeſuit in 
© diſguiſe; another thinks you are an 
agent from the Pretender; a third 
believes you to be an upſtart game- 
4 ſter, becauſe nobody knows any 
thing of your family or- fortune; a 
* fourth is of opinion, that you are an 
£ Triſh fortune-hunter. This laſt hy- 
potheſis touched me ſo nearly, that to 
conceal my confuſion, I was fain to 
interrupt his detail; and damn the 
' world for an envious meddling com- 
munity, that would not ſuffer -a gen- 
tleman to live without moleſtation. 
He took no notice of this apoſtrophe, 


but went on: For my own part, I 


s neither know, nor deſire to know, 
« who, or what you are; this I am 
certain of, that few people make a 
© myſtery of their origin or ſituation, 


=” ze 491 boaſt of any thing advanta- 


-« geous in either; and my own opi- 
nion of the matter is, that you have 
© raiſed yourſelf by your l 


from nothing, to the appearance you 
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© now maintain, and which you endea. 
* your to ſupport by ſome matrimonial 
* ſcheme.” ere he fixed his eyes 


ſtedfaſtly upon me, and perceiving my 


face covered with bluſhes, told me, 
now he was confirmed in his opinion, 
© Look ye, Random, ſaid he, I have 
© divined your plan, and am confident 
© it will never ſucceed. You are too 
© honeſt and too ignorant of the town, 
* to practiſe the neceſſary cheats of 
* your profeſſion, and detect the con- 
* ſpiracies that will be formed againſt 
* you. Beſides you are downright baſh. 
© ful——what the devil! ſet up for 2 
fortune-hunter before you have con- 
quered the ſenſe of ſhame! Perhaps 
you are entitled by your merit, and 
I believe you are, to a richer and bet. 
ter wife than Melinda ; but take my 
word for it, ſhe is not to be won at 
that rate; or, if you are ſo lucky as 
to carry her, between you and me, 
you may ſay as Teague did, By 
* foul I Have gained a loſs! She woyld 
take care to ſpend her fortune jn 2 
* twinkling, and ſoon make you ſick 
© of her extravagance. I was alarm- 
ed by his diſcourſe, while! reſented the 
freedom of it, and expreſſed my dif. 
guſt, by telling him, he was miſtaken 
in my intentions, and deſiring he would 
give me leave to regulate m conduct 
according to the diftates of my own 
reaſon, He made an apology for the 
liberty he had' taken, and aſcribed it 
to the warmth of his friendſhip forme; 
as an uncommon inſtance of which, 
he borrowed five guineas, aſſuring me, 
there were very few people in the world 
whom he would ſo br favour with his 
confidence. T gave him the money, 
and profeſſed myſelf ſo well convinced 
of his fincerity, that he had no occa- 
ſion to put it to ſuch extraordinary 
proofs for the future. © I thought, 
laid he, © to have aſked five pieces 
* more, huthearing you was bubbled of 
* eighteen laſt night, I preſumed you 
© might be out of caſh, and reſolved 
* to model my demand accordingly. 
I could not help admiring the cavalier 


behaviour of this ſpark, of whom I de- 


fired to know his reaſon for ſaying l 
was bubbled, ' He then gave me to 


underſtand, that before he came to my 


lodgings; he had beat up Tom Toſile, 
who having been weelfng, informed 


him of the particulars, rehearſed all 
the fine things I faid to Melinda, of 
I 7 . 23 4 4 * ic 
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which: be propoſed to entertain the 


town; and among other circumſtances, . 


aſſured him, my miltceſs cheated with 
ſo little art, that nobody but a mere 
novice could have been impoſed upon. 

The thoughts of becoming a ſubject 
of raillery we coxcombs, and loling 
my money to' boot, ſtung me to the 


ignation, and ſwore that no man 
ſhould, with impunity, either aſperſe 
the character of 3 or turn my 
behaviour into ridicule. He replied in 
a dry manner, that I would find it an 
Herculean taſk, to chaſtiſe every body 
who ſhould laugh at my expence; and 
as for the character of Melinda, he did 
not {ee how it could ſuffer by what was 
laid to her charge; for that cheating at 


cards, far from being reckoned a ble- 


miſh among people of faſhion, was 
looked upon as an honourable indica- 
tion of ſuperior genius and addreſs. 
But let us wave this ſubject, - ſaid 
he, and go to the coffee-houſe, in 
© order to make a party for dinner. 
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HOUSE, WHERE WE OVERHEAR 
A CURIOUS DISPUTE BETWEEN 
WAGTAIL AND MEDLAR, WHICH 
Is REFERRED TO OUR DECISION 
— THE DOCTOR GIVES AN AC- 
COUNT OF HIS ExPERIMENT 
' MEDLAR IS ROASTED BY BAN- 
TER, AT THE ORDINARY—THE 
OLD GENTLEMAN'S ADVICE TO 
ME. 


REN G as willing to drop the 
theme, as he to propoſe it, I ac- 
companied him thither, where we found 
Mr. Medlar and Doctor Wagtail, diſ- 
,puting upon the word Cuſtard, which 
the phyſician affirmed ſhould-be ſpelt 
with a G, becauſe it was derived from 
the Latin verb guftare, to taſte.” 
But Medlar pleaded cuſtom in behalf 


of C, obſerving, that by the doctor's 


rule we ought to change pudding into 
budding, becauſe it is | or from 
the French word boudin; and in that 
caſe why not retain the original ortho- 
graphy and. pronunciation of all the 
orei 

which means our language would be- 
come a diſſonant jargon, without ſtan- 
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dard or propriety. The controverſy 
was referred to us; and Banter, not- 
withſtanding his real opinion to the 


contrary, decided it in favour of Wag- 


quick; but I made a virtue of my in- 


\ 


tail: upon which the peeviſh annuitant 


aroſe, and uttering the monoſyllable, 
21/6! with great emphaſis, removed to 
another table. a 

We then enquired of the doctor, 
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what progreſs he had made in the expe- 


riment of diſtilling tinder- water; and 
he told us he had been at all the glaſs- 
houſes about town, but could find 
nobody who would undertake to blow 
a retort large enough to hold the third 
yo of the quantity preſcribed; but 

e intended to try the proceſs on as 
much as would produce five drops, 
which would be ſufficient to prove the 
ſpecific, and then he would make it a 
parliamentary affair; that he had al- 


ready purchaſed a confiderable weight 


of rags, in reducing which to tinder, 
he had met with a misfortune, which 


had obliged him to change his lodg- 
.ings: for he had gathered them in a 


heap on the floor, and ſet fire to them. 


with a candle, on a ſuppoſition that 


the boards would ſuſtain no damage, 


1 becauſe it is the nature of flame to 
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aſcend; but by ſome very extraordi- 
nary accident, the wood was invaded, 
and began to blaze with great violence, 


which diſordered him ſo much, that he 


words we have adopted; by 


had not preſence of mind enough to 
call for aſſiſtance, and the whole houſe 
muſt have been conſumed with him in 
the midſt of it, had not the ſmoke that 


rolled out of the windows in clouds, 


and 


alarmed the - neighbourhood, 
ple to his ſuccour, That 


brought 


he had loſt a pair of black velvet 


breeches, and a tye-wig, in the hurry, 
beſides the expence of the rags, which 
were rendered uſeleſs by the water uſed 
to quench the flame, and the damage 
of the floor, which he was compelled 
to repair. That his landlord believing 
him diſtraRed, had inſiſted on his quit- 
ting his apartment at a minute's warn - 
ing, and he was put to incredible in- 
convenience; but now he was ſettled 


in a very comfortable houſe, and had 


the uſe of a large paved yard for pre- 
paring his tinder: ſo that he hoped in 
a very ſhort time to reap the fruits of 
his labour. 

After having congratulated the doc- 
tor on his proſpect, and read the papers, 


we repaired to an auction of pictures, 


Z 2 where 


- . where we entertained: ourſelves an haur 
or two; from thence we adjonrned to 
the Mall, and after two or three turns, 
went back to dinner, Banter aſſuring 
- us, that he intended to roaſt Medlar 
at the ordinary; and, indeed, we were 
no ſooner:ſet, than this cynic began to 
execute his purpoſe by telling the old 
gentleman, he looked extremely well, 
.conſidering tlie little ſleep he had en- 
joyed laſt night. To this compliment 
Medlar made no reply, hut by a ſtare 
accompanied with a ſigniſicant grin ; 
and Banter went on thus: © I don't 
know. whether moſt to admire the 
© charity of your mind, or the vigour 
af your body. Upon my ſoul, Mr. 
Medlar, do generous things 
with the beft taſte of any man I 
© know! You extend your compaſhon 
to real objects, and exact only ſuch re- 


turns as they are capable of making. 


© You muſt know, gentlemen, ſaid he, 
turning to the company, I had been 
up moſt part of the night with a 
. 4 friend whois ill of a fever, and on my 
return home this —_— chanced 
© to, paſs by a gin-ſhop ftill open, 
*.whence-ijflued a confuſed found of 
e mirth and jollity: upon which, I 
© popped. in my head, and perceived 
8 Me. Medlar dancing bare-headed in 
© the midit of ten or twenty ragged 
< bunters, who rejoiced at his expence. 
© But indeed, Mr. Medfar, you ought 
© not to ſacrifice your conttitution to 
© your. benevolence. Conſider, you 
grow old x pace: and therefore have 
«©: reverend care of your health, which 
«© muſt certainly be very much impaired 
s by theſe noQturnal expeditions.* The 
teſty ſenior could no longer contain 
himſelf, but cried haſtily, © *Tis well 
known that your tongue is no ſlan- 
der. I think, ſaid the other, 
you might ſpare that obſervation, as 


« you are very ſenſible, that my tongue 
1 — done you fgna) ſervice on, 


. ©, many. occaſions. You may remem- 
ber, that when you made your ad- 
©. drefles to the fat widow, who kept a 
. _ *-;public-houſe-at Iſlington, here was 
| © report ſpread very much to the pre- 
judice of your manhood, which com- 
ing to the ears of your miſtreſs, 
vou was diſcarded 3 and 
I brought matters to a reconci 
by aſſuring ber that you had three baſ- 
& tarqs at nurſe in the country: how you 


| \* ruined your own affair afterwards, it 


# 
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zation, 


is neither my buſineſs nor iaclinatith 
* to relate.” This. anecdote, which 
had no other foundation than in Ban. 
ter's own invention, afforded a good 
deal of 'mirth to every 8 preſent, 
and provoked Mr. Medlar beyond all 
ſufferance; fo that Re ſtarted up in a 
mighty paſſion, and forgetting that his 
-mouth was full, befpattered thofe who 
ſat next to him, while he diſcharged his 
indignation in a volley of oaths, and 
called Banter inſignificant puppy, im- 
pertinent jackanapes, and an hundred 
ſuch appellations: telling the company, 
he had invented theſe falſe and malici. 
ous aſperſions, becauſe he would not 
lend him money to ſquander away 
upon rooks and Whores. A very 
likely ſtory, faid- Banter, that ] 
| ſhould attempt to borrow money of 
a man who is obliged to practiſe a 
thouſand ſhifts to make his week] 
allowance hold ont to Saturday's 
night, Sometimes he flecps four 
and twenty hours at a ftretch, b 
which means he faves three meals, 
beſides coffee-houſe expence. Some- 
times he is fain to put up with bread 
and cheeſe and ſmall- beer for dinner; 
* and ſometimes he regales on two 
penny worth of ox cheek in a cellar,” 
—* You are a lying miſcreant!” cried 
Medlar, in an Kuß of rage; I can 
always command money enough to 
« pay your taylor's bill, which I am 
© ſure is no trifle: and I have a good 
mind to give you a convincing proof 
of my circumſtances, by proſecuting 
vou for defamation, firrah.* By this 
time the violence of his wrath had de- 
een, him of his appetite, and he fat 
lent, unable to ſwallow one mouth- 
ful, while his tormentor enjoyed his 
mortification, and increaſed 1 
in, hy adviſing him to lay in plenti- 
ully far his pig, day's falt, I 
Dinner being ended, we came down 
ſtairs to the coffee-room, and Banter 
went away to keep an appointment, 
_ faying, he ſuppoſed he ſhould ſee . 
tail and me in the evening at the Bed- 
ford coffee-houſe. He was no ſooner 
gone, than the old gentleman took me 
aſide, and ſaid, he was ſorry to ſee me 
ſo intimate with that fellow, who was 
one of the moſt graceleſs rakes about 
town, and had already waſted a good 
eſtate and conſtitution upon harlots; 
that he had heen the ruin of many 
+ young man, by introducing them into 


debauched 


—— « 
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debauched company, and ſetting a lewd 
example of all manner of wickedneſs; 
and thats unleſs L was on my guard, 
he would trip me in a ſhort time, both 
of my e I thank- 
ed him for his information, and pro- 
miſed to conduct myſelf accordingly; 
wiſhing however, his cantion had been 
a few hours more early, by which 


means I might have ſaved five guineas. 


Notwithſtanding this intelligence, I 


was inclinable- to impute ſore part of 


this charge to Medlar's revenge for the 
liberties taken with him at dinner 
and therefore, as foon as I could diſ- 
engage myſelf, applied to Wagtail for 
his opinion of the character in queſtion; 
reſolved to compare their accounts, 
allowing for the prejudice of each, and 
to form my judgment upon both, with- 


out adhering ſtri ty to either. The 


doctor aſſured me that he was a very 
pretty gentleman of family and for- 
tune; a fcholar, a wit, a critic, and 
perfectly well acquainted with the 


town; that his honour and courage 


were unqueſtionable, though ſome ex- 


travagances he had been guilty of, and 
his talent for ſatire, had procured him 
enemies, and made ſome people ſhy of 


his acquaintance. From theſe different 


ſketches, I concluded thut Banter was 
a young fellow of {ome parts, who had 


ſpent his fortune, but retained his ap- 
etites, and fallen out with the world, 
ecauſe he could not enjoy it to his 


with. 


{ went to the Bedford coffee-honſe 
in the evening, where I met my friends, 
from thence proceeded to the play, and 
afterwards carried them home to my 


lodgings, where we ſupped in great 


good- humour. 
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W HE NI was ready to go abroad 
. next day, Strap hrought me 
letter, To Mr. Random, Eſq, 750 

Vhich, upon opening, I found con- 
tained a challenge conceived in theſe 
very extraordinary terms: 


gen, $345 


e AA HEREAs 1 am informed 
VV that you make love to Miſs 
© Melinda Gooſetrap, This is to let 
* you know, that ſhe is under promiſe 
© of marriage to me; and that Lam at 
„this preſent waiting, at the back of 
Montague Houſe, with a pair of. 

good piſtols in my hand; and if you 

* will keep your appointment, I will 

© make your wogey confeſs (after the 

s breath is out of your body) that you 

© do not deſerve her as well as 
© Yours, &c. 


© RoURK Ox EAR.“ 


I gueſſed from the ſtile and ſubſerip- 
tion of this biller, that my rival was a 
true Mileſian, aud was not a little un- 
eaſy at the contents, eſpecially that 
part in which he aſſerted his right to 
my miſtreſs by promiſe, a circumſtance 
I did not know how to reconcile to her 
good ſenſe and penetration. However, 
this was no time for me to decline the 
defiance, becauſe the ſucceſs of my ad- 
dreſſes might in a great meaſure depend 
upon my behaviour in that affair. I 
therefore immediately loaded my piſ- 
tols, and betook myſelf in a hacknzy- 
coach to the place appointed, whersz 1 
found a tall raw-boned man, wien a 


hard- featured countenance, and bl:ck 
buſhy beard, walking by himſelf, wrip- 


ped up in a ſhabby great-coat, over 
which his own hair deſcended in a Jea- 
thern queue from his head, that was co- 
vered with a greaſy hat trimmed with z 
tarniſhed point d Eſpague. He no foon- 
er perceived me advancing,than he pvl}- 
ed a piſtol from his boſom, and pretent- 
ing at me, ſnapt it without theeaft pre- 
amble. Alarmed at this rule ſaluta- 
tion, I made a ſtand, and before he 


could adjuſt his other piece, fired * 
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of mine at him, without doing any 
damage, By this time he was ready 
with his ſecond, that flaſhed in the pan 
without going off; upon which he 
called, witha true Tipperary cadence, 
Fire away, honey; and * to 
hammer his flint with great delibera- 
tion. But I was reſol 


and therefore ſtept up, without throw- 
ing away my fire, — him to aſk 
bis life, or pre for another world; 
but this ſtout Hibernian refuſed to con- 
deicend, and complained bitterly of 
my having quitted my ground before 
he could return my ſhot; ſaying I 
ought to go back to my ſtation, and 
let him have an equal chance with me. 


J endeavoured to perſuade him that L 


had givenhima double chance already ; 
and ft was my butineſs to prevent 
him from enjoying a third ! but now, 
fince I had an opportunity, I demand- 
ed a parley, and defired to know his 
condition, and "reaſon for calling me 
to the field, who, to the beſt of my 
remembrance, far from having done 
him any injury had never before ſeen 
him. He told me that he was a gen- 


tleman of fortune, who had ſpent all 
he had, and hearing that Melinda had 


got ten thouſand pounds, he intended 
to make himſelf maſter of that ſum by 


eſpouſing her, and was determined, in 


an honourable way,. to cut the throats 
of all thoſe who ſtood between him and 
his hopes. I then demanded to know 
the foundation of his hopes ; and now 
that I had ſeen him, being more and 
more aſtoniſhed at the circumſtance of 
the promiſe, deſired that he would ex- 
plain that myſtery : he gave me to un- 
der ſtand, that he or entirely to his 
birth and perſonal merit; that he had 
frequently written to Melinda, ſetting 


forth his claim and pretenſions, but 


ſhe was never kind enough to fend an 
anſwer, or even to admit him into her 
preſence; and that the promiſe he 
mentioned in his letter, was made by 
his friend Mr. Gahagan, who aſſured 
him, that no woman could reſiſt a man 
of his appearance. I could not forbear 


laughing to exceſs, at the ſimplicity of 


my rival, who did not ſeem to reliſh 
my wirth, but began to be very. ſe- 
rious: upon which I endeavoured to 
appeale him, by giving hum my word 


HF 
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| to make uſe of 
the advantage fortune had given me; - 


and honour, that far from prejudicing 
his addreſſes to the lady, I would re- 
preſent him to her in the moſt favour. 


— 


able light I could chuſe with any regard 


to truth; but he muſt not be ſur- 
prized if ſhe ſhould remain blind to his 
deſerts, for nothing was more capri. 
cious than a woman's mind, and the 
affection of that ſex was feldom pur. 
chaſed with virtue alone. That m 
declaration might have the better effect, 
I took notice of his diſhabille, and 
profeſſing ſorrow at ſeeing a gentleman 
reduced, flipt two guineas into his 
hand, at ſight of which he threw away 
his piſtols,” and hugging me in his 
arms, cried, * Arrah, by Jeſus now, 
© you are the beſt friend I have met 
with theſe ſeven long years.” When 
I had ſuffered ſome minutes in his em- 
brace, he quitted me, and omg up 
his ruſty arms, wiſhed the devil might 
burn him if ever he ſhould give me any 
farther trouble about womankind. 
The quarrel being thus amicably 
compoled, I leave tp look at 
his piſtols, which I found fo crazy and 
ſo foul, that, I believe it was happy 
for him neither of them was diſcharg- 
ed, for one of them would certainly 
have ſplit in the going off, and he 
would, in all probability, have loſt his 


hand in the exploſion ; but what gave 


me a lively idea of the man's character 
was, to find, upon examination, that 


one of them had been loaded without 


being primed, and the other primed 
without a charge. 

While we walked home together, I 
expreſſed a deſire of knowing my new 
friend's hiſtory; and he informed me 
of his having ſerved in the German ar- 
my as 2 volunteer againſt the Turks; 
that for his behaviour at the ſiege of 
Belgrade, he had been honoured with 
an enſign's commiſſion, and afterwards 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant, in 


which ſtation, it was his misfortune 
to affront his captain, who challenged 


him to the field, and was killed in the 
duel, upon which he was obliged to re- 
treat! that he had been in England 
ſome years ſoliciting his friends for 

YXovition in the Britiſh army; but be- 
ing bitherto unſucceſsful, was deſired 
by Mr. Gahagan to turn his thoughts 
to matrimony, and make his fortune 
by an advantageous match; in conſe- 
0 - © » quence 
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quence of which advice, he had made 
up to Melinda, and having heard b 

means of an Iriſh footman in the fami- 
ly, that I was her chief favourite, had 


called me ont in hopes of removing, 


by my death, the greateſt obſtruftion 
to his defires; but now he was cons, 
vinced of my honour and generoſity, 
he ſwore by the bleſſed virgin, he would 
think of her no more, if there was not 
another woman in the world. As a 
farther proof of his veracity, which I 
did not at all doubt, he opened an old 
iron ſnuff- box, and pulled out his com- 
miſſion in the imperial army, and his 
captain's challenge, which he preſerv- 
ed as teſtimonials of his character. I 
was ſo well convinced of this poor 
man's honeſty and courage, that I de- 
termined to ſpeak in his behalf, to ſome 
of my acquaintance, who might recom- 

end his caſe to the conſideration of 
thoſe who could provide for him: and 
in the mean time toaccommodate him 
with a few clothes, by which his ap- 
earance would be much mended, and 
himſelf enabled to renew his ſolicita- 
tions in perſon. 

As we walked along, converſing 
ſocially together, we were met by a 
file of muſqueteers, and Strap at their 
head, who no ſooner approached, than 
with a frantic look, he cried, * Seize 
them! in the name of God, ſeize 
* them!* We were accordingly ſur- 
roynded, and I put in arreſt by the 


' corporal, who was commanding of- 


ficer; hut Captain Oregan diſengaged 
himſelf, and ran with ſuch ſpeed to- 
wards Tfocenbam;CourtRoad, that he 
was out of fight in a moment. When 
my arms were delivered up, and my- 
ſelf ſecyred, Strap became alittle more 
compoſed, and aſked pardon for the 
liberty he had taken; Which he hoped 


1 would excuſe, as it proceeded from 


his affection. He then told me that, 
ſuſpecting the letter (which by the bye 


was brought by the author himſelf) 


contained ſomething extraordinary, he 


had peeped through the key-hole, and 


ſeen me load my piſtols ; upon which 
he ran down to Whitehall, and applied 
to the officer on guard for a party to 

ut me in arreſt, but before he returned 

was gone in a coach; that he had en- 
quired which way I went, and having 
heard that duels were commonly fought 
at the back- of Montague Houſe, he 


conducted the guard to this place, 


— 


—— 
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where he "thanked God for having 
found me ſafe and ſound; I gave him 
to underſtand that I forgave his offi- 
cious concern for once, but cautioned 
him in pretty ſevere terms for making 
me the ſubject of idle converſation for 
the future; then turning to the cor- 
poral, thanked him for his care, and 
gave him a crown to drink with his 
men, aſſuring him that the rencontre 
was over long before he came up, and 
every thing compromiſed, as he might 


have obſerved by our behaviour; as 4 


farther proof of which, he would find 
upon examination, that one of my 
piſtols had been diſcharged; but this 
civil perſon, without giving himſelf or 
me any farther trouble, received the 
bounty with a thoutand bows and ac- 
knowledgments, and returning the 
piſtols, releaſed me immediately 

He was not gone a hundred yards, 
when my friend Oregan came up, in 
order to reſcue me, with two tatter< 
demalions whom he had engaged for 
that purpoſe, about the purlieus of 
St. Giles: one of them was armed with 
a muſket that wanted a lock, and ano- 
ther with a ruſty broad ſword; but their 
dreſs ſurpaſſed all deſcription. © When 
he underſtood I was already free, he 
made apology for his abrupt depar- 


ture, and introduced me to his two 


companions : firit, to Counſellor Fitz- 
clabber, who, he told me, was then 


employed in compiling a hiſtory of 


the kings of Munſter, from Iriſh ma- 
nuſcripts; and then to his friend Mr. 
Gahagan, who was a profound phi. 
loſopher and politician, and had pro- 
jedted many excellent ſchemes for the 
od of his country. But it ſeems | 
theſe literati had been very ill reward- 
ed for their ingenious labours; for 
between them doth, there was but one 
ſhirt and half a pair of breeches. I 
thanked them very kindly for their 
readineſs to aſſiſt me, and having of- 
fered my ſervice in my turn, bade 
them good morrow, deſiring Oregan 
to accompany me to my odgings, 
where he was fitted with decent clothes 
from my wardrobe, ſo much to his 
ſatisfaction, that he ſwore eternal gra- 
titude and friendſhip to me, and, at 
my requeſt, recounted all the adven» 
tures of his life. 
In the afternoon I waited on Me- 
linda, who received me with great 
kihdneſs and familiarity, and laughed 
e, exceſſively 
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exceſhyely at my $dventure with the. 

iſhman, to whoſe. withes ſhe was no 
nger, having more than a dozen 
letters in her paſſeſſion which he had 
wrote to ber on the ſubject of love, 
and which, for my entertainment, ſhe 
ſubmitted to my peruſal. Having 
made ourſelves, merry at the expence 


- ef this pooradmirer, I ſeized the op- 


rtunity of her mother's going out of 
the — and introduced my > co paſ- 
Gon, which I recommended to her with 
all the ardour and eloquence I was 
matter of. I flattered, ſighed, ſwore, 
entreated, and ated a thouſand ex- 
travagancies, in hopes of making ſome 


impreſſon on her heart ; but ſhe heard 
N I faid without diſcovering 


emotion; and other compa- 
ny came in, before ſhe would vouch - 
ſafe one ſerious reply. After tea, the 
cards were brought in according to 
cuſtom, and it was my good fortune 
to have Melinda for my partner: by 
which means, inſtead. of loſing, I came 
off with five guineas clear gain. 
I ſoon became acquainted with a good 
many people of faſhion, and {pent my 
ume in the modiſh diverſions of the 
town, ſuch as plays, operas, maſque- 
rades, drums, aſſemblies, and puppet- 
ſows z chiefly in company with Me- 
linda, whom I cultivated with all the 
eagerneſs and addreſs that my proſpect 
could inipire, and my education afford: 
I ſpared neither my perſon nor my 
purſe to gratify her vanity and pride ; 
my rivals were intimidated, and indeed 
outſhone; and after all, I began to fear 
that thedear creature had not a heart to 
Joſe. .;At laſt, Gnding myſelf unable io 
ſupport the expenceof this. amour much 
Jonger, I was determined to bring the 
matter to a criſis; and one eyening, 
while we were together by ourſelves, 
complained of her indifference, deſcri- 
bed the tortures of ſuſpence to a love- 
ſick mind, and preſſed her to diſcloſe her 
ſentiments of matrimony and me, with 
ſuch earneſtneſs, that ſhe could not, 
with all her art, ſhift the 8 but 
was obliged to come to an ecclairciſſe- 


ment. She told me with a careleſs air, 
that ſhe had no objettion to my perſon, 
and if L could ſatisfy ber mother in 


other particulars, I ſhould not find her 
averſe to the match ;. but ſhe was re- 
ſolved to do nothing in ſuch a momen- 
tuous concern, without the advice and 
conſent of her parent. This was no 


„ 


THF . ADVENTURES or 


very agreeable dec ration to me, whoſe 

aim had been to win her inclination 
firſt, and then ſecure my conqueſt by a 
private marriage, to . e flattered 
myſelf ſhe would ex preis no relucance, 
That I might not, however, deſert my 
cauſe before it was deſperate, I waited 
on her mother, and with great for- 
mality demanded the daughter in mar. 
riage. The good lady, who was a ve- 
ry notable woman, behaved with great 
ſtate and civility ; thanked me far the 
honour. I intended her family; and 
ſaid, ſhe did not doubt that 1 was in 
all reſpects qualified; to make a woman 
happy; but it concerned her, as a pa- 
rent anxious about the welfare of her 
child, to enquire into the particulars 
of my fortune, and know what ſet- 
tlement I propoſed to make. To this 
intimation, which would have utterly 
diſconcerted me, if I had not expec- 
ted it, I replied without heſitation, that 
though my fortune was very imall, I 
was a gentleman by birth and educa- 
tion, would maintain her daughter in 
the ſphere of a gentlewoman, and ſettle 
her on dowry on her and her heirs for 
ever. This careful matron did not 
ſeem to reliſh my propoſal, but obſerv- 
ed with a demure countenance, that 
there was no neceſſity for ſettling that 


upon her child which was her own al- 


ready: however, if I pleaſed, her law- 
yer ſhould confer with mine upon the 
matter; and in the mean time, ſhe de- 
fired I would favour her with the pe- 
rulal of my rent- roll. Notwithſtand- 
ing the vexation I was under, I could 
ſcarce forbear laughing in her face, 
at the mention of my rent- roll, which 
was, indeed, a ſeyere piece of ſatire 
upon my pretenſions. T own- 
ed I had no landed eſtate; and told 
her, that I could not exactly ſpecify 
the ſum I was maſter of, until I had 
regulated my affairs, which were at 


preſent in ſome diſorder; but that I * 


would take an opportunity of ſatisfy- 
ing her on that head very ſoon, 

It was not long before I took my 
leave, and returned to my lodgings in 


a very melancholy mood, perſuaded 


that 1 had nothing more to expect from 
that quarter. I was confirmed in this 
opinion next day, When I went back 
With a view of explaining myſelf more 
fully to the old gentlewoman; and 
was told by the footman, that his la- 
dies were nat at home, although I — 

ls | A | een 


pened to me, and- 
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ſeen Melinda through the blinds at a 
parlour window, as I went up to the 


door. Incenſed at this affront, I quit- 
ted the door, without ſaying one word, 
and as I repafſed the parlour, bowed 


to Miſs, who ſtill remained in the ſame 


ſituation, ſecurely ſcreened, as ſhe 
thought, from my view. 

This diſappointment gave me more 
uneafineſs on Strap's account, than my 
own; for I was in no danger of dying 
for love of Melinda; on the contrary, 
the remembrance of my charming Nar- 
ciſſa, was a continual check upon my 
conſcience, during the whole courſe of 
my addreſſes; and perhaps contributed 
to the bad ſucceſs of my ſcheme, by 
5 my raptures and condemn- 
ing my deſign. 

here was a neceſſity for informing 

my companion of th thing that hap- 
performed this 

iece of duty in an affected paſſion, 
wearing I would be his pack-horſe no 
longer, and deſiring him to take the 
management of his affairs into his own 
hands. This fineſſe had the deſired 


effect, for inſtead of grumbling over 
my miſcarriage, Strap was frightened 


at the paſſion I feigned, and begged 
me for the love of God to be appeaſed; 
obſerving, that although we had ſuf- 
fered a great loſs, it was not irrepara- 
ble; and if fortune frowned to-day, 


| ſhe might perhaps ſmile to-morrow, 


I pretended to acquieſce in his re- 
marks, praiſed his equanimity, and 
qe to improve by misfortune. 
e, on the other hand, pretended to be 
perfectly well ſatisfied with my conduct, 
and conjured me to follow the dictates 
of my own reflection; but in ſpite of 
all his affectation, I could perceive his 
inward affliction, and his- viſage ſen- 
* increaſed in longitude from that 
ay. 


CH AP. XIy. 


1· LONG TO BE REVENGED ON ME- 


LINDA—APPLY TO BANTER FOR 
HIS ASSISTANCE « HE CON- 
' TRIVES -A SCHEME FOR THAT 


PURPOSE, WHICH Is PUT IN Ex- 


ECUTION WITH GREAT SUCCESS 
—1 MAKE AN ATTEMPT UPON 
THE HEART OF MISS GRIPEWELL, 
BUT AM DISAPPOINTED=—=GROW 
MELANCHOLY AT MY DISAP- 


RANDOM. TOr. 


POINTMENT, AND HAVE RE· 
COURSE TO THE BOTTLE=RE- 
© CEIVE A BILLET-DOUX—AMRA- 
VISHED WITH THE CONT £N'T$S— 
FIND MYSELF INVOLVED IN AN 
INTRIGUE, WHICH I IMAGINED 
WOULD MAKE MY FORTUNE— 
AM CONFOUNDED, AT MY MIS- 
TAKE, WHICH BANISHES ALL 
THOUGHTS OF MATRIMONY. 


N the mean time, my attention was 

wholly engroſſed in ſearch of ano- 
ther miſtreſs, and the defire of bein 
revenged on Melinda, in both which 
ſchemes I was very much aſſiſted by 
Billy Chatter, who was ſuch a neceſl; 
creature among the ladies, that in all 
private dances heengaged the men. To 
him therefore I . defiring he 
would introduce me to a partner of 
ſome figure, at the next private afſem-. 
bly, for the ſake of a frolick, the in- 


tention of which I would afterwards 


communicate, Billy, who had heard 
ſomething of a difference between Me- 
linda and me, immediately ſmoked 
part of my deſign, and thinking I only 
wanted to alarm her jealouſy a little, 
promiſed to gratify my deſire, by mateh- 
ing me with a partner worth thirty 
thouſand pounds, whom the ladies of 
this end of the town had lately taken 


into their management and protection. 


Upon farther enquiry, I found this per- 


ſon's name was Miſs Biddy Gripewell 


that her father, who had been a pawn- 
broker, died inteſtate, by which means 
all his ſubſtance deſcended to his 
daughter, who was ſo little a favourite, 
that could the old man have prevailed 


with his own rapacious diſpoſition 


to part with as much money as woul 
have. paid the expence of a will, ſhe 
would not have inherited a ſixth part 
of his fortune; that during his life, far 
from being educated in a way ſuitable 
to ſuch great expectations, ſhe was 
obliged to live like a ſervant wench, 
and do the moſt menial offices in the 
family. But his funeral was no ſoon- 
er performed, than ſhe aſſumed the fine 
lady, and found ſo many people of both 
ſexes, to flatter, careſs, and inftru& 
her, that for want of diſcretion and 
experience, ſhe was grown inſufferably 
vain and arrogant, and pretended to no 
Jeſs than a duke or earl at leaft, for 
her huſband; that ſhe had the misfor- 
tune to be neglected by the Engliſh 
A3 quality, 
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uality, but à certain. poor Scottiſh 
bord was then making intereſt to be in- 
troduced to her acquaintance: In the 
mean time, ſhe was fallen into the 
hands of a notable lady, who had al- 
ready diſpoſed of her to a lieutenant of 
foot, a diſtant relation of her lady- 
ſhip's, though Miſs, as yet, knew no- 
thing of the affair; and laſtly, that if 
IT propoſed to dance with her, I mult 
give him leave to repreſent me as a 
knight or foreign count at leaſt. I 
was raviſhed at this piece of informa- 
tion, and conſented, for one night, 
to perionate a French marquis, that I 
might the eaſier fulfil my revenge. 
Having made the appointment with 
Chatter, I went to Banter's lodgings, 
as I had by this time conceived a great 
opinion of his penetration and know- 
ledge ; and after I had enjoined ſecre- 
| ly, told him every circumſtance of my 
iſgrace with Melinda, and imparted 
the-plan I had projected to mortify that 
proud coquette, deſiring his advice in 
improving, and aſſiſtance in executing 
the ſcheme. Nothing could be more 
agreeable to his miſanthropical temper, 
than an account of her behaviour and 
my reſentment. He applauded my re- 
fologon, and propoſed that I ſhould 
not only provide mylelf with a proper 
artner, but alſo procure ſuch an one 
or Miſs Gooſetrap, as ſhould infal- 


libly entail upon her the ridicule of all 


her acquaintance: for this purpoſe he 
mentioned his barber ; who, he ſaid, 
was an exceeding coxcomb lately come 
from Paris, whoſe abſurd affectation 
and prigace would eaſily paſs upon her 
for the ſprightly politeſſe of a gentle- 
man improved by travel. I hugged 
him for this hint; and he aſſured me 
it would be no difficult matter to make 
him believe, that Melinda having ſeen 
him by accident, was captivated by 
his appearance, and longed for his ac- 
quaintance. He actually engaged him 
on this pretence, and painted his good 
fortune in ſuch colours, that the poor 
ſhaver was quite beſide himſelf with 
joy. He was immediately fitted with 
a tawdry ſuit of clothes belonging to 
Banter, and by him recommended to 
Chatter, as a very pretty fellow juſt 
returned from his travels. Maſter 
Billy, who acted as gentleman-uſher 
to a great many of the fair-ſex in and 
about town, undertook, at once, to 


beſpeak Melinda in his behalf; and 
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every thing happened according to my 
wiſn. | — 


At the time appointed, I appeared 
dreſſed to the beſt advantage; and in 
the character of marquis, Pad the ho- 
nour of opening the ball with the rich 
heireſs, who attracted the eyes of the 
whole company, by the prodigious 
number of jewels with which ſlie was 
adorned. Among others, I perceived 
Melinda, who could no more conceal 
her envy than aſtoniſhment at my ſuc- 
ceſs : her curioſity was ſtil! more fla- 
grant and tormenting, for ſhe had ne- 
ver ſeen Miſs Gripewell before ; and 
Chatter, who alone could give her any 
ſatisfaCtion'on that head, was engaged 
in converſation at the other end of the 
room. TI obſerved her impatience, and 
exulted in her chagrin; and after my 
partner was ſet, took the opportunity 
of paſſing by her to make a ſlight bow 
without ſtopping; which compleated 
my triumph and her indignation. She 
changed colour, bridled up, aſſumed 
an air of diſdain, and flirted her fan 
with ſucha fury, that it went to pieces 
in a moment, to the no . ſmall enter- 
tainment of thoſe who ſat near and 
obſerved her. 

At length the metamorphoſed bar- 
ber took her out, and acted his part 
with ſuch ridiculous extravagance, that 
the mirth of the whole company was 
Excited at his expence, and his partner 
ſo much aſhamed, that before the coun- 
try dances began ſhe retired in great 
confuſion, under pretence of being tak- 
en ſuddenly ill, and was followed by 
her gallant, who, no doubt, imagin- 
ed her indiſpoſition was nothing but 
love; and laid hold of the occaſion of 
conducting her home, to comfort her, 
with an aſſurance of his entertaining a 
reciprocal paſſion. They were no ſoon- 
er gone, than an inquiſitive whiſper of 
© Who is he?* ran round the room; 
and Chatter could give them no other in- 
telligence about him, than that he was a 
man of fortune, juſt returned from his 
travels. I, who alone was acquainted 
with his real quality, affected 1gno- 
rance; well knowing that female cu- 
rioſity would not reſt ſatisfied with ſuch 
a general account, and that the diſco- 
very would proceed with a better grace 
from any body than me. | 

Meanwhile, I was tempted by the 
richneſs of the prize, to praiſe upon 
Miſs Gripewell's heart, but ſoon ans 
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it too well fortified with pride and in- 


difference to yield to any efforts in 
my own character, and I neither would 
nor couid preſerve the title I had bor- 
rowed longer than that night. 

As I expected, every thing came to 
light next day. The barber, in pure 
ſimplicity of heart, detected himſelf 
to Melinda, and diſcovered the foun- 
dation of his hopes; ſhe ſickened at 
the affront, and was aſhamed to ſhew 
her face in public for many weeks after 
this accident, Poor Chatter found if 
impoſſible to juſtify himſelf to her ſatis- 
faction; was in utter diſgrace with Miſs 
Gripewell, for having impoſed me up- 
on her as a nobleman; and ſuffered 
very much in his character and influ- 
ence among the ladies in general. 

Finding my finances diminiſhed 
more than one half, and my project 
as little advanced as on the firſt day of 
my arrival in town, I began to deſpair 
1 my ſucceſs, and grew melancholy 


at the proſpect of approaching want. 


To diſpel the horrors of this fiend, I 
had recourſe to the bottle, and kept 
more company than ever. I became 
particularly attached to the play-houſe, 
converled with the actors behind the 
ſcenes, grew acquainted with a body 
of Templars, and in a ſhort time com- 
menced a profeſſed wit and critic. In- 
deed I may ſay, without vanity, that 
I was much better qualified than any 
one of my companions; who were, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, of all the creatures 
I ever conyerled with, the moſt igno- 
rant and aſſuming. By means of theſe 
avocations I got the better of care, and 


learned to ſeparate my ideas in ſuch a 


manner, that whenever I was attacked 
by a gloomy reflection, I could ſhove 
it aſide, and call in ſome agreeable re- 
verie to my aſſiſtance. This was not 
the caſe with Strap, who practiſed a 


thouſand ſhifts to conceal the ſorrow 


that preyed upon his carcaſe, and re- 
duced him to the reſemblance of a 
mere ſkeleton. 

While I thus poſted, in a thought- 
leſs manner, towards poverty, 1 one 
day received, by the penny-potlt, a let- 
ter written in a woman's hand, con- 
taining a great many high-flown com- 
pliments, warm proteſtations of love, 
couched in a very poetical ſtyle, an 
earneſt deſire of knowing whether or 
not my heart was engaged, by leaving 
an anſwer at a certain place directed 


RANDOM, © 
to R. B. and the whole ſubſcribed, 


Four Incognita,* I was tranſported 


with joy on reading the contents of this 


billet-doux, which I admired as a maſ- 
ter- piece of tenderneſs and elegance, 
and was already up to the ears in love 
with the author, whom my imagina- 


tion repreſented as a lady of fortune 
in the bloom of youth and beauty. 
Elevated with this conjecture, I went 


to work, and exhauſted my invention in 
compoling an anſwer ſuitable to the 
ſublimity of her ſtyle, and the ardour 
of her ſentiments. I expreſſed my ad- 
Miration of her wit in terms the moſt 
hyperbolical, and while I acknow- 
__ myſelf unworthy of her regard, 
declared myſelf enamoured of her un- 
derſtanding; and in the moſt pathetic 
manner, implored the honour of an 
interview. Having finiſhed this per- 
formance, and communicated it to, 
Strap, who ſkipped about for joy, I 
diſpatched him with it to the place ap- 
pointed, which was the houſe of a mil- 
liner not far from Bond Street, and 
deſired him to keep watch near the door 
for ſome time, that he might diſcover 
the perſon who ſhould call for it. In 


leſs than an hour ke returned with a 


joyful countenance, and told me, that 
ſoon after he had delivered the letter, a 
chairman was,called, to whom it was 
given with directions to carry it to the 
houſe of a rich gentleman in the neigh- 
bourhood, whither he (Strap) follow- 
ed him, and ſaw it put into the hands 
of a waiting-woman, who paid the 


meſſenger and ſhut the door. That 


upon enquiry at an alehouſe hard by, 
where he called for a pint of beer, he 
underſtood, the gentleman to whom 
the houſe belonged had an only daugh- 
ter, very handſome, who would inherit 
his whole eſtate; and who certainly 
was the author of the billet I had re- 
ceived. I was of the ſame” opinion, 


and, hugging myſelf in the happy pro- 


ſpe&, dreſſed immediately, and paſſed 
in great ſtate by the houſe that con- 


- tained my unknown admirer. Nor 
was my vanity diſappointed; for I 


perceived a beautiful young creature 
ſtanding at one of the windows of the 
dining-room, who, I imagined, ob- 
ſerved me with more than common 
curioſity, That I might indulge her 
view, and at the ſame time feaſt my 


own, I affected to ftop, and gave or- 


ders to Strap, in the ftreet, juſt oppoſite 
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to her ſtation, by which means I had 
an opportunity of ſeeing her more diſ- 
tinctly, and of congratulating myſelf 
on having made a conqueſt of ſo much 
perfection. In a few minutes ſhe re- 
tired, and I betook myſelf to the or- 
dinary, in a rapture of hope which de- 
prived me of my appetite 4 that meal, 
and ſent me home in the evening to 
indulge my contemplation. 

Early next day, I was favoured with 
another epiſtle from my unknown 
charmer, ſignifying her unutterable 
joy at the receipt of mine, which, while 
it made a tender of my heart, convinced 
her of the value of it. Above all 
things, ſhe profeſſed extreme pleaſure 
in fiading me ſo much attached to her 
underſtanding, a circumſtance that not 
only flattered her in the moſt ſenſible 
part, but at the ſame time argued my 
own ſagacity. As for the interview I 
gefired, ſhe aſſured me, that I could 
not be more eager for ſuch an occation 
than ſhe ; but the muſt not only ſacri- 
fice a little more to decorum, but be 
ſatisfied of my honourable intentions, 
before ſhe would grant that requelt : 


. meanwhile, ſhe gave me to underſtand, 


that although ſhe might owe {ome de- 
ference to the opinion of certain per- 
ſons, ſhe was reſolved, in an affair that 
ſo nearly concerned her happineſs, to 
conſult bt own inclination, preferable 
to the advice of the whole world ; eſpe- 
cially as ſhe was' urged to ſuch con- 
deſcenſion by no conſideration of for- 
tune, what ſhe depended upon being 
her own without refirition or controul, 
Struck with admiration at the philo- 
ſophy and ſelf-denial of my miſtreſs, 
who ſeemed inſenſible of the beauty 
ſhe poſſeſſed; and in particular, ra- 
viſhed with that piece of intelligence, 
by which I learned her fortune was in- 
dependent; I reſumed the pen, launch- 


ed out into encomiums on the dignity 


of her ſentiments, affected to under- 
value the charms of external beauty, 
. pretended to ground my paſſion on the 
qualities of her mind; complained of 
her rigour in ſacrificing my repoſe to 
an over-ſcrupulous regard to decorum, 
and declared the purity of my deligns 
in the moſt ſolemn Hi pathetic vows. 
This performance being ſealed and di- 
reed, was ſent to the place appointed 
by Strap; who, that we might be ſtill 
the more confirmed in our belief, re- 
newed his watch, and in a little time 
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brought back the ſame information ag 
before, with this addition, that Miſg 
Sparkle (the name of my correſpon- 
dent) looking out at the window, ng 
ſooner ſaw the meſſenger arrive, than 
ſhe ſhut the cafement in a ſort of beau- 
tiful confuſion, and diſappeared eager, 


no doubt, to hear from the dear obje& 


of her love. 

My doubts now vaniſhed, the long 
expected port appeared, and I looked 
upon myſelf as perfectly ſecured of 
that happineſs I had been in queſt of 
ſo long. After dinner, I ſauntered in 
company with Doctor Wagtail to that 
part of the town in which my ena- 
morata lived; and, as he was a mere 
regiſter, enquired of him into the name, 
character and fortune, of every body 
who poſſeſſed a good houſe in the ſtreets 
through which we paſſed; when it 
came to his turn to mention Sir John 
Sparkle, he repreſented him as a man 
of an immenſe eſtate and narrow diſ- 
poſition, who mewed up his only child, 
a fine young lady, from the converſa- 


tion of mankind, under the ſtrict watch 


and inſpection of an old governante, 
who'was either ſo honeſt, envious, or 
inſatiable, that nobody had been as yet 
able to make her a friend, or get ac- 
ceſs to her charge, though numbers 
attempted. it every day; not fo much 
on account, of her expectations from 
her father, who, being a widower, might 
marry again and have ſons, as for 2 
fortune of twelve thouſand pounds left 
her by an uncle, of which ſhe could 
not be deprived. This piece of news 
exactly tallying with the laſt part of 
the letter I had been honoured with in 
the morning, had ſuch an effect on me, 


that yer man, except Wagtail, might 


have obſerved my emotion; but his 


attention was too much engroſſed by 
the contemplation of his own impor- 
tance, to ſuffer him to be affected with 
the , deportment of any other body, 


unleſs it happened to be ſo particular 
- he could not help taking notice 
or it. 


When I had e ee myſelf from 


him, whoſe converſation grew inſipid 
to me, I went home, and made Strap 
acquainted with the fruit of my re- 
ſearches. This faithful ſquire was 


almoſt choaked with tranſports, and 
even wept with joy; but whether on 
account of himſelf or me, I ſhall not 
Next day a 

third 


pretend ,to determine, 
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third billet-doux was brought to me, 


containing many expreſſions of tender- 


neſs, mingled with ſome affecting 
doubts about the artifice of man, the 
inconſtancy of youth, and the jealouſy 
often attending the molt ſincere paſſion ; 
withal deſiring I would excule her, if 
ſhe ſhould try mea little longer, before 


ſhe declared herſelf beyond the power 


of retracting. Theſe intereſting ſeru- 
ples added fuel to my flame, and im- 
patience to 7 hope; I redoubled my 
complaints of her indifference, and 
preſſed her to an aſſignation with ſuch 
fervid entreaties, that in a few days ſhe 
conſented to meet me at the houſe of 
that milliner who had forwarded all my 
letters. During the interval between 


the date of her promiſe, and the hour 
of appointment, _—_ ſoared be- 


. yond all reaſon an 


eſcription ; I loſt 
all remembrance of the gentle Narciſſa, 
and my thoughts were wholly employ- 
ed in planning triumphs over the ma- 
lice and contempt of the world. 

At length the happy hour arrived, I 
flew to the place of rendezvous, and 
was conducted into an apartment, 
where I had not waited ten minutes, 
when I heard the ruſtling of filk and 
the ſound of feet aſcending the ſtairs. 
My heart took the alarm, and beat 
quick, my cheeks glowed, my nerves 
thrilled, and my knees ſhook with ex- 


taſy! I perceived the door opening, ſaw 


a gold brocade petticoat advance, and 
ſprung forward toembrace my charmer, 
Heaven and earth! how fhall I paint my 
ſituation, when I found Miſs Sparkle 
converted into a wrinkled hag turned 
of ſeventy! T was ſtruck dumb with 
amazement, and petrified with horror ! 
This ancient Urganda perceived my 
diſorder, and approaching with a lan- 
guiſhing air, ſeized my hand, aſking in 
a ſqueaking tone, if I was indiſpoſed. 
Her monſtrous affectation compleated 


the diſguſt I had conceived for her at 


firſt appearance; and it was a long time 
before I could command mylelf ſo 
much, as to behave with common ei- 


vility ; at pany however, I recolle&&- 


ed myſelf, and pronounced an apology 
for my behaviour, which, I ſaid, pro- 
ceeded from a dizzineſs that ſeized me 
all of a ſudden. My hoary dulcinea, 


who, no doubt, had been alarmed at my 
confuſion, no ſooner learned the cauſe 
to which I now aſcribed it, than ſhe 
diſcovered her joy in a thouſand amo- 
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rous coquetries, and aſſumed the 
ſprightly airs of a girl of ſixteen, One 
while ſhe ogled me with her dim eyes, 
quenched in rheum ; then, as if ſhe 
was aſhamed of that freedom, the af- 
fected to look down, bluſh, and play 
with her fan, then toſs her head that T 
might not perceive a palſy that ſhook 
it, aſk ſome childiſh queſtions with a 
liſping accent, giggle and grin with her 
mouth ſhut, to conceal the ravages of 
time upon her teeth, leer upon me again, 
ſigh piteouſly, fling herſelf about in her 
chair to ſhew her agility, and a& a great 
many more abſurdities that youth and 
beauty can alone excuſe. Shocked as I 


was at my diſappointment, my diſpo- 


ſition was incapable of affronting any 
perſon who loved me; I therefore en- 


deavoured to put a good face on the 


matter for the preſent, reſolved todrop 
the whole affair as ſoon as I ſhould get 


clear of her company; with this view | 
I uttered ſome civil things, and in par- 


ticular defired to know the name and 
condition of the Jady who had honoured 
me ſo much. She told me her name 
was Withers, that ſhe lived with Sir 


John Sparkle in quality of governeſs to 


his only daughter, in which ſituation 
ſhe had picked up a comfortable ſuffici- 
ency to make her eaſy for life; that ſhe 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing me at church, 
where my appearance and deportment 


made ſuch an impreſſion upon her heart, 


that ſhe could enjoy no eaſe until the 
had enquired into my character, which 
ſhe found ſo amiable in all reſpecte, 
that ſhe yielded to the violence of her 
inclination, and ventured to declare her 
paſſion, with too little regard perhaps 
to the decorum of her ſex; but &e 
hoped I would forgive a treſpaſs of 
which I myſelf was in ſome meaſure 
the cauſe, and impute her intruſion to 
the irreſiſtible dictates of love. Node- 
cayed rake ever ſwallowed a belus with 
more reluctance than I felt in making 


a reply ſuitable to this compliment, 


when, inſtead of the jewel, I found the 
crazy caſket only in my power; and 
yet my hopes began to revive a little, 
when I conſidered, that by carrying on 
the appearance of an intrigue with the 
duenna, I might poſſibly obtain acceſs 
to her charge. Encouraged by this ſug- 
geſtion, my temper grew more ſerene, 


my reſerve wore off, I talked en cavas. 


lier, and even made love to this anti- 
quated coquette, who ſeemed extremely 


happy 


— 
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happy in her adorer, and ſpread all 
her allurements to make her imagined 
conqueſt more ſecure. The good wo- 
man of the houſe treated us with tea 
and ſweetmeats, and afterwards with- 
drew, like a civil experienced matron 
as ſhe was, Left thus to our mutual 
endearments, Miſs Withers (for ſhe 
vas ſtill a maiden) began to talk of 
matrimony, and expreſſed ſo much im- 
patience in all her behaviour, that had 
ſhe been fifty years * "2; anh I might 
poſſibly have gratified her longing 
without having recourſe to the church; 
but this ſtep my virtue as well as in- 


tereſt forbade. When the inclinations 


of an old maid ſettle upon a young fel- 
low, he is perſecuted with her addrefles ; 
but ſhould he once grant her the favour, 
he will never be able to diſentangle him- 
ſelf from her importunities and re- 
proaches. It was my buſineſs to defer 
the ceremony as long as poſſible, under 
the moſt ſpecious pretences, with a view 
of becoming acquainted with Miſs 
Sparkle in the mean time; and I did 
not deſpair of ſucceſs, when ] conſider- 
ed, that in the cqurie of our correſpon- 
dence I ſhould, in all probability, be 
invited to viſit my miſtreſs in her own 
apartment, and by theſe means have an 
opportunity of converſing with her 
charming ward. Pleaſed with this 


proſpect, my heart dilated with joy, I 


talked in raptures to the ſtale gover- 


nante, and kiſſed her ſhrivelled hand 


with great devotion. She was ſo much 
tranſported with her good fortune, that 
the could not contain her extaſy, but 
flew upon me like a tygreſs, and preſſed 
ker ſkinny lips to mine; when (as it 
was no doubt concerted by her evil ge- 
nius) a doſe of garlick the had ſwal- 
lowed that morning, to diſpel wind I 
| ſuppoſe, began to operate with ſuch a 
ſudden exploſion, that human nature, 
circumſtanced as I was, could not en- 
dure the ſhock with any degree of tem- 
per. I loſt all patience and reflection, 
flung away from her in an inſtant, 
ſnatched my hat and cane, and ran down 
ſtairs as if the devil had me in purſuit, 
and could ſcarce reſtrain the convulſion 
of my bowels, which were grievouſly 
offended by the perfume that affaulted 
me.. Strap, who waited iny return with 
impatience, ſeeing me arrive in the ut- 
molt diſorder, ſtood motionleſs with 
apprehenſion, and durſt not enquire into 
the caule, 
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After I had waſhed my mouth more 
than once, and recruited my ſpirits with 
a glaſs of wine, I recounted to him 
every particular of what had happened; 
to which he made no other reply for 


ſome time, than lifting up his eyes, 


claſping his hands, and uttering a hol. 
low groan. At length he obſerved, in 
a melancholy tone, that it was a thou. 
ſand pities my organs were ſo delicate 
as to be offended with the ſmell of gar. 
lick : Ah! God help us, faid he, tis 
© not the ſteams of garlick, no, nor 
of ſomething elſe, that would give me 
© the leaſt uneaſineſs ; ſee what it is to 
© be a cobler's ſon. I replied haſtily, 
I with then you would go and retrieve 
© my miſcarriage.* At this ſuggeſtion 
he ſtarted, forced a ſmile, and left the 
room, ſhaking his ad. Whether the 


old gentlewoman reſented my abrupt 


departure ſo much, that her love chang. 
ed into diſdain, or was aſhamed to ſee 
me on account of her infirmity, I know 
not; but I was never troubled again 


with her paſſion. 


( 
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I CULTIVATE AN ACQUAINTANCE. 


WITH TWO'NOBLEMEN—AM IN- 
TRODUCED TO EARL STRUT- 
WELL —HIS KIND PROMISE AND 
INVITATION—THE BEHAVIOUR 
OF HIS PORTER AND LACQUEY— 
HE RECEIVES ME WITH AN AP- 
PEARANCE OF UNCOMMON AF- 
FECTION -UNDERTAKES TO 
SPEAK IN MY BEHALF TO THE 
MINISTER—INFORMS ME OF HIS 
SUCCESS, AND WISHES ME JOY— 
INTRODUCES A CONVERSATION 
ABOUT PETRONIUS ARBITER— 
FALLSIN LOVE WITH MY WATCH, 
WHICH 1 PRESS UPON HIM—1 
MAKE A PRESENT, OF A DIAMOND 
RING TO LORD STRADDLE—IM- 
PART MY GOOD FORTUNE TO 
"STRAP AND BANTER, WHO DIs- 
ABUSES ME, TO MY UTTER 
.-MORTIFICATION, 


AFFLED hitherto in my ma- 
trimonial ſchemes, I began to 
ueſtion my talents for the ſcience of 
fortune-hunting, and to bend my 
thoughts towards ſome employment 
under the government. With the view 
of procuring which, I cultivated the 
| acquaintance 
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7 being ſettled in ſome ſinecure; and to my paſſage. I aſked if his lord was 
ſolicit their influence in my behalf. ſtirring. He anſwered with a ſurly aſ- 
a Swillpot ſqueezing my hand, ſaid I = pe&, © No. —“ At what hour does he 
: might depend upon his ſervice, by God. commonly riſe?” faid I. * Some- 
c * fe 
: The other ſwore that no man would he © times ſooner, ſometimes later, ſaid 
: more proud than he to run my errands. he, cloſing the door upon me by de- 
: Encouraged by theſe declarations, I grees. I then told him, I was come 
: ' ventured to expreſs an inclination to by his lordſhip's own appointment; to 
: he introduced to their fathers, who which intimation this Cerberus re- 
, were able to do my buſineſs at once. plied, „I have received no orders 
: Swillpot frankly owned he had not * about the matter; and was upon the 
4 ſpoke to his father theſe three years; point of ſhutting me out ; when I re-, 
a and Straddle aſſured me his father hav- collected myſelf all of a ſudden, and 
X ing lately diſobliged the miniſter, by flipping a crown into his hand, begged 
ſubſcribing his name to a proteſt in the as a favour that he would enquire, and 
= houſe of peers, was thereby rendered let me know whether or not the Earl 
2 incapable of ſerving his friends at pre- was up. The grim Janitor relented at 
ſent; but he undertook to make me the touch of my money, which he took 
acquainted with Earl Strutwell, who with all the indifference of a tax-ga- 
was hand and glove with a certain per- therer, and ſhewed me into a parlour, 
ſon who ruled the roaſt. This offer where, he ſaid, I might amult myſelf 
* I embraced with many acknowledg- till ſuch time as his lord ſhould be a- 
: ments, and plied him ſo cloſely, in wake. I had not fat ten minutes in 
. ſpite of a thouſand evaſions, that he this place, when a footman entered, 
1 found himſelf under a neceſſity of keep- and without ſpeaking, ſtared at me; I 
_ ing his word, and actually carried me interpreted this piece of his. behaviour 
to the levee of this great man, where into Pray, Sir, what is your buſi- 
. he left me in a crowd of fellow-de- * neſs?” and aſked the ſame queſtion 
of pendants, and was uſhered to a parti- I had put to the porter, when I ac- 
8 £ cular cloſet audience; from whence, coſted him firſt. The lacquey made 
4 in a few minutes, he returned with his the ſame reply, and diſappeared before 
15 lordſhip, who took me by the hand, aſ- I could get any farther intelligence. 
| ſured me he would do me all the ſervice In a little time he returned, on pre- 
hs he could, and deſired to ſee me often. tence of poking the fire, and looked 
3 I was charmed with my reception, and at me again with great earneſtneſs; 
1 although I had heard that a courtier's upon which I began to perceive his 
$i promiſe is not to be depended upon, I meaning, and tipping him with half a 
1 thought I diſcovered ſo much ſweet- crown, deſired he would be ſo good as 
we; neſs of temper and candour in- this to fall upon ſome method of letting 
8 earl's countenance, that I did not the earl know that I was in the houſe. 
5 doubt of finding my account in his He made a low how, ſaid, © Yes, 
15 protection. I reſolved therefore, to * Sir,” and vaniſhed. This bounty was 
profit by this permiſſion, and waited not thrown away, for in an inſtant he 
on him next audience day, when I came back, and conducted me to a 
ST was favoured with a particular ſmile, chamber, where I was received with 
x ſqueeze of the hand, and a whiſper, great kindneſs and familiarity by his 
of lignifying that he wanted halfan hour's lordſhip, whom I found uſt riſen, in 
1 converſation with me in private, when his morning gown and ſlippers. After 
y | breakfaſt, 
ent 
ie - 
the , 


acquaintance of Lord Straddle and 


$willpot, whoſe fathers were men of 
intereſt at court. I found theſe young 
noblemen as open to my adyances as [ 
could deſire: I accompanied them in 
their midnight rambles, and often di- 
ned with them at taverns, where I had 


the honour of paying the reckoning. 


1 one day took the opportunity, 
while I was loaded with proteſtations 
of friendſhip, to diſcloſe my deſire of 


he ſhould be diſengaged; and for that 
purpoſe defired me to come and drink 
a diſh of chocolate with him to-mor- 
row morning. This invitation, which 
did not a little flatter my vanity and 
expectation, I took care to obſerve, and 
went to his lordſhip's houſe at the time 
appointed. Having rapped at the gate, 
the porter unbolted and kept it half 
open, placing himſelf in the gap, 
like ſoldiers in a breach, to diſpute 


converſation with me about my travels, 
the remarks I had made abroad, and ex- 
amined me to the full extent of my un- 
derſtanding. My anſwers ſeemed to 
pleaſe him very much, he frequently 


ſqueezed my hand, and looking at me 


with a ſingular complacency in his 
countenance, bade me depend upon his 

od offices with the miniſtry in my 
behalf. Young men of your qua- 
© lifications,” faid he, © ought to be 
© cheriſhed by every adminiſtration. 
For my own part, I ſee ſo little me- 


© rit in the world, that I have laid it 


© down as a maxim, to encourage the 
© leaſt appearance of genius and virtue 


© to the utmoſt of my power: you 


© havea great deal of both; and will 
© not Fall of making a figure one day, 
© if I am not miſtaken ; but you muſt 
© lay your account with mounting 
© by gradual ſteps to the ſummit of 
< your fortune: Rome was not built 
© in @ day. As you underſtand the 
languages perfectly well, how would 
© you like to croſs the ſea as ſecretary 
© to an embaſly ?* I aſſured his lord- 
ſhip, with great eagerneſs, that nothing 


could be more agreeable to my incli- 
nation : upon which he bade me make 


myſelf eaſy, my buſineſs was done, for 
he had a ola of that kind in his view. 
This piece of generoſity affected me fo 
much, that I was unable for ſome time 
to expreſs my gratitude, which at 
length broke out in acknowledgments 
of my own unworthineſs, and enco- 
miums on his benevolence. I could 
not even help ſhedding tears, at the 
oodneſs of this noble lord, who no 
ſooner perceived them, than he caught 
me in his arms, and hugged and kiffed 
me with a ſeemingly paternal affection. 
Confounded at this uncommon inſtance 
of fondneſs for a ſtranger, I remained 
a few moments filent and aſhamed, 
then roſe and took my leave, after he 
had aſſured me that he would ſpeak to 
the miniſter in my favour, that very 
day; and deſired that I would not for 
the future give myſelf the trouble of 
attending at his levee, but come at the 
» fame hour every day when he ſhould be 
at leiſure, that is, three times a week. 
Though my hopes were now very 
ſanguine, I determined to conceal my 
proſpect from every body, even from 
Strap, until I ſhould be more certain 
of ſucceſs; and in the mean time, give 
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breakfaſt, he entered into a particular my patron no reſpite from my ſolicita- 


tions. When I renewed my viſit, I 
found the ſtreet · door opened to me ag 


if by enchantment ; but in my paſſage 


towards the preſence- room, I was met 
by the valet de chambre, who caft 
ſome furious looks at me, the meanin 

of which I could not comprehend. The 
earl ſaluted me at entrance with a ten. 
der embrace, and wiſhed me joy of his 
ſucceſs with the premier ; who, he ſaid, 
had preferred his recommendation to 
that of two other noblemen very urgent 
in behalf of their reſpective friends, 
and abſolutely promiſed that I ſhould 
go to a certain n court in quality 
of ſecretary to an ambaſſador and ple- 
nipotentiary, who was to ſet out in a 
few weeks, on an affair of vaſt im- 
portance to the nation. I was thun- 
der- ſtruck with my good fortune, and 
could make no other reply, than kneel 
and attempt to kiſs my benefactor's 


hand; which ſubmiſſion he would not 


permit, but raiſing me up, preſſed me 
to his breaſt with ſurprizing emotion, 
and told me he had now taken upon 
himſelf the care of making my for- 
tune. What inhanced the value of the 
benefit ſtill the more, was his making 
light of the favour, and ſhifting the 
converſatian to another ſubje& : among 
other topicks of diſcourſe, that of the 
belles lettres was introduced, upon 
which his lordſhip held forth with great 
taſte and erudition, and diſcovered an 
intimate knowledge of the authors of 
antiquity. * Here's a book,” ſaid he, 
taking one from his boſom, * written 
* with great elegance and ſpirit ; and 
though the ſubje& may give offence 
© to ſome narrow-minded people, the 
author will always be held in eſteem 
© by every perſon of wit and learning. 
So ſaying, he put into my hand Petro- 
nius Arbiter, and aſked my opinion of 
his wit and manner. I told him, that 
in my opinion, he wrote with great 
eaſe and vivacity, but was withal ſo 
lewd and indecent, that he ought te 
find no quarter of protection among 
people of morals and taſte. © T own, 
replied the earl, that his taſte in love 
« 1s generally decried, and indeed con- 
demned by our laws; but perhaps 
that may be more owing to prejudice 
and miſapprehenſion, than to true 
reaſon and deliberation. The belt 
man among the ancients is ſaid to 
have entertained that paſſion ; one * 
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4 the wiſeſt of their legiſlators has per- 


4 mitted the indulgence of it in his 


commonwealth ; the moſt celebrated 
poets have not ſcrupled to avow it: 
at this day it preyails not only over 
all the eaſt, but in moſt parts of Eu- 
rope; in our own country it gains 
ground apace, and in all probability 
will become in a ſhort time a more 
faſhionable vice than ſimple fornica- 
tion. Indeed, there is ſomething to 
be ſaid in vindication. of it; for not- 
withitanding the ſeverity of . the law 
againſt offenders in this way, it mutt 
be confeſſed that the practice of this 
paſſion is unattended with that curſe 
and burden upon ſociety, which pro- 
ceeds from a race of miſerable and 
deſerted baſtards, who are either mur- 


utmoſt want and wretchedneſs, or 
bred up to prey upon the common- 
wealth: and it likewiſe prevents the 
debauchery of many a young maiden, 
and the proſtitution of honeſt men's 
wives; not to mention the conſidera- 
tion of health, which is much leſs 
liable to be impaired in the gratifica- 
tion of this appetite, than in the ex- 
erciſe of common venery, which by 
ruining the conſtitutions of our young 
men, has produced a puny progeny, 
that degenerates from generation to 
generation. Nay, I have been told, 
that thereis another motive, perhaps 
more powerful than all thele, that in- 
duces people to cultivate this incli- 


« ſure attending it's ſucceſs.” | 
From this diſcourſe, I began to be 


apprehenſive that his lordſhip, finding I 


had travelled, was afraid I might have 
been infected with this ſpurious and 
ſordid deſire abroad, and took this me- 
thod of ſounding my ſentiments on the 
ſubject. Fired at this ſuppoled ſu- 


ſpicion, I argued againſt it with great 


warmth, as an appetite unnatural, ab- 
ſurd, and of pernicious conſequence ; 
and declared my utter deteſtation and 
abhorrence of it in theſe lines of the 
ſatiriſt. 


Eternal infamy the wretch confound, 
Who planted firſt that vice on Britiſh 
ground! . 
A vice! that ſpite of ſenſe and nature 
Lreigns, . 
And poiſons genial love, and manhood 
« ſtains !? ET 
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dered by their parents, deſerted to the - 


nation; namely, the exquiſite plea- 


told me he was glad to find my opi- 
nion of the matter ſo conformable to ie 
own, and that what he advanced was 
only to provoke me to an anſwer, with 
which he profeſſed himſelf perfectly 
well pleaſed. 

After I had enjoyed a long audience, 
I happened to look at my watch, in or- 
der to regulate my motions by it; and 
his lordſhip obſerving the chaſed caſe, 
deſired to ſee the device, and examine 
the execution, which heapproved with 
ſome expreſſions of admiration. Con- 
ſidering the obligations I lay under to 
his lordſhip, I thought there could not 
be a fitter opportunity than the preſent, 
to manifeſt, in ſome ſhape, my grati- 
tude ; I therefore begged he would do 
me the honour to accept of the watch, 
as a (mall teſtimony of the ſenſe I had 
of his lordſhip's generoſity ; but he re- 
fuſed it in a peremptory manner, ahd 
ſaid he was ſorry I ſhould entertain 
ſuch a mercenary opinion of himg 
obſerving at the ſame time, that it was 
the moſt beautiful piece of workman- 
ſhip he had ever ſeen ; and deſiring to 
know where he could have ſuch ano- 


ther. I begged a thouſand pardons for 


the freedom I had taken, which Lhoped 


he would impute to nothing elſe than 


the higheſt veneration for his perſon; 
told him that, as it came to my hand 
by accident in France, I could give him 
no information about the maker, far 
there was no name on the inſide ; and 
once more humbly entreated that he 
would indulge me ſo far as to uſe it for 
my ſake. He was ſtill poſitive in re- 
fuſing it; but was pleaſed to thank me 
for my generous offer, ſaying it was a 
preſent that no nobleman need be aſha- 
med of receiving ; though he was re- 
ſolved to ſhew his diſintereſtneſs with 
regard to me, for whom he had con- 
ceived a particular friendſhip ; and in- 
ſiſted (if I was willing to part with the 
watch) upon knowing what it had coſt, 
that he might at leaſt indemnify me, by 
refunding the money. On the other 
hand, I aſſured his lordſhip that 1 
ſhould look upon it as an uncomman 
mark of diſtinction, if he would take 
it without farther queſtion :; and rather 
than diſoblige me, he was at laſt per- 
ſuaded to put it in his pocket, to my 
no ſmall ſatisfaction; who took my 
Wann 2 having received 
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The earl ſmiled at my indignation, 
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a kind ſqueeze, and an injunction to 
8 upon his promiſe. | 

. Buoyed 1 with this reception, my 
heart opened, I gave away a guinea 
among the lacqueys, who eſcorted me 
to the door, flew to the lodgings of 
Lord Straddle, upon whom I forced 
my diamond ring, as an acknowledg- 
ment for the great ſervice he had done 
me, and from thence hied me home, 
with an intent of ſharing my happineſs 
with honeſt Strap, I determined, how- 
ever, to heighten his pleaſure, by de- 

reſſing his ſpirits at firſt, and then 
e in the good news with double 
reliſh; For this purpoſe, I affected 
the appearance of diſappointment and 
chagrin, and told him in an abrupt 
manner, that I had loſt the watch and 
diamond. Poor Hugh, who had been 
already haraſſed into a conſumption by 
intelligence of this ſort, no ſooner 
heard theſe words, than, unable to 
contain himſelf, he cried with diſtrac- 
tion in his looks, God in heaven for- 
© hid!* I could carry on the farce no 
longer, but laughing in his face, told 
him every thing that had paſſed, as 
above recited. His features were im- 
mediately unbended, and the tranſition 
ſo affecting, that he wept with joy, 
calling my Lord Strutwell by the ap- 
pellations of jewel, phoenix, rara avis; 
and praiſing God, that there was ſtill 


ſome virtue left among our. nobility. 


Our mutual congratulations being 
over, we gave way to our imagina- 
tion, and anticipated our happineſs, 
by proſecuting our ſucceſs through 
the different ſteps of promotion, till 
I arrived at the rank of a prime mi- 
niſter, and he to that of my firſt ſecre- 
tary. _ g | 

Intoxicated with theſe ideas, I went 
to the ordinary, where, mceting with 
Banter,' I communicated the whole 
affair in confidence to him, concluding 
with an aſſurance that I would do him 
all the ſervice in my power. He heard 
me to an end with great patience, then 
regarding me a good while with a Jook 
of diſdain, pronounced, * So, your 
© buſineſs is done, you think? —“ As 
© good as done, I believe, ſaid J. 
I'll tell you," replied he, what will 
do it ffill more effe&ually—a hal- 
ter. Sdeath! if I had been ſuch a 
gull to two ſuch ſcoundrels as Strut- 
« well and Straddle, I would with- 
'© out any more ado tuck myſelf up.” 
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Shocked at this exclamation, I deſire” 
him, with fome confuſion, to explain 
himſelf: upon which he gave me to 
underſtand, that Straddle was a poor 
contemptible wretch# whe lived b 
borrowing and pimping for his fellow 
peers ; that in conſequence of this laſt 
capacity, he had doubtleſs introduced 
me to Strutwell, who was ſo notorious 
for a paſſion for his own ſex, that he 
was amazed his character had never 
reached my ears; and that far from 
being able to obtain for me the poſt 
he had promiſed, his intereſt at court 
was ſo low, that he could ſcarce pro- 
vide for a ſuperannuated footman once 
a year, in the cuſtoms or exciſe; that 
it was a common thing for him to 
amuſe ſtrangers, whom his jackals ran 
down, with ſuch aſſurances and careſſes 
as he had beſtowed on me, until he 
had ſtript them of their caſh and every 
thing valuable about them; very often 
of their chaſtity ; and then leave them 
a prey to want and infamy; that he 
allowed his ſervants no other wages 
than that part of the ſpoil which they 
could glean by their induſtry; and the 
whole of his conduct towards me was 
ſo glaring, that nobody who knew any 
thing of mankind.could have been im- 
poſed upon by his inſinuations. 

I leave the reader to judge how re- 
liſhed this-piece of information, which 
precipitated me from the moſt exalted 
pinnacle of hope to the loweſt abyſs of 
deſpondence; and well nigh deter- 
mined me to take Banter's advice, and 
finiſh my chagrin with a halter. I had 
no room to ſuſpect the veracity of my 
friend, becauſe, upon recollection, I 
found every circumſtance of Strut- 
well's behaviour exactly tallying with 
the character he had eſeribed, : his 
hugs, embraces, ſqueezes, and etiger 
looks, were now no longer a myſtery ; 
no more than his defence of Petronius, 
and the jealous frown of his valet de 
chambre, who, it ſeems, had been the 
favourite pathic of his lord. 


CHAP. XVI. 


IT ATTEMPT TO RECOVER MY 
WATCH AND JEWEL, BUT TO NO 
PURPOSE ———RESOLYVE TO RF- 
VENGE MYSELF ON STRUTWELL 

BY MY IMPORTUNITY—AM RE- 
DUCED TO MY LAST GUINEA— 

; OBLIGED 


J 
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*@BLIGED TO INFORM STRAP OF 


MY NECESSITY, WHO IS ALMOST. 


PISTRACTED WITH THE NEWS 
—BUT NEVERTHELESS OBLIGED 
TO PAWN MY BEST SWORD FOR 
PRESENT SUBSISTENCE—THAT 


SMALL SUPPLY BEING EXHAUST- 


ED, I AM ALMOST STUPIFIED 
WITH MY MISFORTUNES—GO 
TO THE GAMING TABLE, BY 
THE ADVICE OF BANTER, AND 
COME OFF WITH UNEXPECTED 
SUCCESS —STRAP'S EXTASY — 
MRS. GAWKY WAITS UPON ME, 
PROFESSES REMORSE FOR HER 
PERFIDY, AND IMPLORES MY 
 ASSISTANCE———I DO MYSELF A 
PIECE OF JUSTICE BY HER 
MEANS, AND AFTERWARDS RE- 
CONCILE HER TO HER FATHER. 


Was ſo confounded, that I could 
make no reply to Banter, who re- 
proached me with great indignation 
for having thrown away upon raſcals, 
that which, had 1t been converted into 
ready e would have ſupported 
the rank of a gentleman for ſome 
months, and enabled me, at the ſame 
time, to oblige my friends. Stupified 
as I was, I could eaſily divine the 
ſource of his concern, but ſneaked 
away in a ſolitary manner, without 
ielding the leaſt anſwer to his expoſtu- 
ations ; and began to deliberate with 
myſelf in what manner I ſhould at- 
tempt to retrieve the moveables I had 
ſo fooliſhly loſt. I ſhould have thought 
it no robbery to take them again by 
force, could I have done it without any 
danger of being detected; but as I 
could have no ſuch opportunity, I re- 
ſolved to work by fineſſe, and go im- 
mediately to the lodgings of Straddle, 
where I was ſo fortunate as to find him. 


My lord,* ſaid I, © I have juſt now 


* recolle&ed, that the diamond I had 
the honour of preſenting to you, is 
© looſened a little in the ſocket, and 
* there is a young fellow juſt arrived 
from Paris, who is reckoned the beſt 


« jeweller in Europe; I knew him in 


France, and if your lordſhip will 
* give me leave, will carry the ring to 
© him to be ſet to rights.: His lordſhip 
was not to be caught in this ſnare; 


he thanked me for my offer, and told me, 


that having himſelf obſerved the defect, 
he had already ſent it to his own jeweller 


to be mended. And indeed, by this 
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time I believe it was in the jeweller's 
hands; though not in order to be mend- 
ed, for it ſtood in need of no altera- 
tion. 


Baulked in this piece of politicks, I 


curſed my ſimplicity; but reſolved to 


play a ſurer game with the earl, which 
I thus deviſed. I did not doubt of 
being admitted into familiar converſa- 
tion with him, as before, and hoped by 
ſome means to get the watch into my 
hand, and then, on pretence of winding 
or playing with it, drop it on the floor, 
when in all probability the fall would 
uiſorder the work ſo as to ſtop it's mo- 
tion: this event would furniſh me with 
an opportunity of inſiſting upon carry- 
ing it away in order to be repaired; and 
then I ſhould have been in no hurry to 
bring it back. What pity it was I 
could not find an occaſion of puttin 
this fine ſcheme in execution! When 
went to renew my viſit to his lordſhip, 
my acceſs to the parlour was as free 
as ever; but after I had waited ſome 
time, the valet de chambre came in with 
his lordſhip's compliments, and a deſire 
to ſee me to-morrow at his levee, he 
being at preſent ſo much indiſpoſed 
that he could not ſee company. I in- 
terpreted this meſſage into a bad omen, 
and came away muttering curſes againſt 
his lordſhip's politeneſs, and ready to 
go to logger-heads with myſelf for 
being ſo egregiouſly duped. But that 
I might have ſome ſatisfaction for the 
loſs I had ſuſtained, I beſieged him 
cloſely at his levee, and perſecuted him 
with my ſolicitations; not without 
faint hopes indeed of reaping ſome- 
thing more from my induſtry, than the 
bare pleaſure of making him uneaſy; _ 
though I could never obtain another 
private hearing, during the whole 
courſe of my attendance ; neither had 
I reſolution enough to undeceive Strap, 
whoſe looks in a little time were ſo 
whetted with impatience, that when- 
ever I came home, his eyes devoured 
me, as it were, with eagerneſs of at- 
tention, Apo | | 
At length, however, finding myſelf - 
reduced to my laſt guinea, I was com- 
elled to diſcloſe my neceſſity, though 
8 — to ſweeten the diſcovery 
by rehearſing to him the daily aſſu- 
rances I received from my patron. But 
theſe promiſes were not of efficacy ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport the ſpirits of my. 
friend, who no ſooner underſtooc the 
B b 2 low :{8 
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lowneſs of my finances, than uttering 
* a dreadful groan, he exclaimed; In 
the name of Gods, what ſhall we do! 
In order to comfort him, I ſaid, that 
many of my acquaintance, who were 
in a worſe condition than we, ſupport- 
ed, notwithſtanding, the character of 
gentlemen ; and adviſing him to thank 
God that we had as yet incurred no 
debt, propoſed he ſhould pawn my 
ſword of ſteel inlaid with gold, and 


truſt to my diſcretion for the reſt. This 


expedient was wormwood and gall to 
Strap; who, in ſpite of his in- 
vincible affection for me, til] retain- 
ed notions of ceconomy and expence 
ſuitable to the narrowneſs of his 
education; nevertheleſs he complied 
with my requeſt, and raiſed ſeven 
jeces on the ſword in a twinkling. 
This ſupply, inconſiderable as it was, 
made me as happy for the preſent, as 
if I had kept fre hundred pounds 
in bank; for by this time I was ſo well 
| Killed in procraſtinating every trouble- 
fome reflection, that the proſpect of 
want ſeldom affected me very much, let 
it be ever ſo near. And now indeed it 
was nearer than I imagined; my land- 
lord having occaſion for money, put me 
in mind of my being indebted to him five 
gnineas in lodging; and telling me he 
bad a ſum to make up, begged I would 
excuſe his importunity, and diſcharge 
the debt. Though I could ill ſpare 
ſo much caſh, my pride took the reſo- 
lution of diſburſing it. This I did in 
a cavalier manner, after he had written 
a diſcharge, telling him with an air of 
ſcorn and reſeniment, I ſaw he was re- 
ſolved that I ſhould not belong in his 
books ; while Strap, who ſtood by, and 
knew my circumſtances, wrung his 
hands in ſecret, gnawed his nether lip, 
and turned yellow with deſpair. What- 
ever appearance of indifference my va- 
nity enabled me to put on, I was thun- 
derſtruck with this demand; which I 
had no ſooner ſatisfied, than I haften- 
ed into company, with a view of be- 
guiling my cares with converſation, or 
of drowning them with wine. | 
After dinner, a party was accord- 
ingly made in the coffee-houſe, from 
* whence we adjourned to the tavern, 
where, inſtead of ſharing the mirth of 
the company, I was as much chagrined 
at their good-humour as a damned foul 
in hell would be at a glimpſe of hea- 
ven. In vain did I ſwallo bumper after 
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having delivered our ſwords to a grim 


bumper ! the wine had loſt it's effect u 
on me, and far from raiſing my deject- 
ed ſpirits, could not even lay me aſleep, 
Banter, who was the oniy intimate 
I had, (Strap excepted) perceived my 
anxiety, and when we broke up, re. 
em me with puſillanimity, for 
cing caſt down at any dilappointment 
that ſuch a raſcal as Strutwell could 
be the occaſion of. I told him I did 
not at all ſee how Strutwell's being a 
raſcal alleviated my misfortune ; and 
gave him to underſtand, that my pre. 
ſent grief did not ſo much proceed from 
that diſappointment, as from the low 
ebb of my fortune, which was ſunk to 
ſomething leſs than two guineas. At 
this declaration, he cried, Pſha! is 
© that all?' and aſſured me, there was 
a thoulaud ways of living in town 
without a fortune, he himſelf having 
ſubſiſted many years entirely by his 
wit. Jexpreſſed an eager deſire of bein 
acquainted with ſome of theſe methods; 
and he, without farther expoſtulation, 
bade me follow him. He conducted 
me to a houſe under the piazzas in 
Covent Garden, which we entered, and 


fellow who demanded them at the foot 
of the ſtair- caſe, aſcended to the ſecond 
ſtory, where I ſaw multitudes of people 
ſtanding round two gaming tables, 
loaded in a manner with gold and ſilver. 
My conductor told me this was the 
houſeof a worthy Scotch lord, who uſing 
the privilege of his peerage, had ſet up 
public gaming tables, from the profits 
of which he drew a comfortable liveli- 
hood. He then explained the difference 
between the /itters and the betters; cha- 
racterized the firſt as old rooks, and the 
laſt as bubbles; and adviſed me to try 
my fortune at the ſi] ver table, by betting 
a crown at a time. Before I would 
venture any thing, I conſidered the 
company more particularly, and there 
appeared ſuch a groupe of villainous 
faces, that I was ſtruck with horror 
and aſtoniſhment at the ſight! ſignified 
my ſurprize to Banter, who whiſpered 
in my ear, that the bulk of thoſe pre- 
ſent were ſharpers, highwaymen, and 
apprentices, who having embezzled 
their maſters cath, made a deſperate 
puſh in this place to make up their de- 
ficiencies. This account did not en- 
courage me to hazard any part of my 
{mall pittance; but at length, being 
teized by the importunities of my 

8 EE friend, 
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danger of being ill uſed, becauſe peo- 

le were hired by the owner to ſee juſ- 
tice done to every body, I began by 
riſquing one ſhilling, and in leſs than 
an hour my winning amounted to thir- 
ty. Convinced by this time of the 


fairneſs of the game, and animated with 


ſucceſs, there was no need of farther 

erſuaſion to continue the play. TI lent 
— (who ſeldom had any money in 
his pocket) a guinea, which he car- 
ried to the gold table and loſt in a mo- 


ment. He would have borrowed ano- 


ther, but finding me deaf to his argu- 
ments, went away in a. pet. Mean- 
while my n advanced to ſix pieces, 
and my deſire of more increaſed in pro- 
ortion; ſo that I moved to the higher 
table, where I laid half a guinea on 
every throw, and fortune ſtil] favour- 
ing me, I became a fitter, in which 
capacity I remained till it was broad 
day; when I found myſelf, after many 
viciſſitudes, one hundred and fifty 
guineas in pocket, 
Thinking it now high time to retire 


with my booty, I aſked if any body 


would take my place, and made a mo- 
tion to riſe; upon which an old Gaſ- 


con, who ſat oppoſite to me, and of 


whom I had won a little money, ſtarted 
up with fury in his looks, crying, 
© Reftex, foutre, reftez ; il faut donner 
s 7701 mon ravanchio!' At the ſame 
time, a Jew who ſat near the other, 
inſinuated that I was more beholden to 
art than fortune, for what J had got; 
that he had obſerved me wipe the table 
very often, and that ſome of the divi- 
fions ſeemed to be greaſy. This inti- 
mation produced a great deal of cla- 
mour againſt me, eſpecjally amongſt 
the loſers, who threatened with many 
oaths and imprecations to take me up 
by a warrant as a ſharper, unleſs I 
would compromiſe the affair by re 
funding the greateſt part of my win- 
ning. Though I was far from being 
eaſy under this accuſation, I relied up- 
on my innocence, threatened in my 


turn to proſecute the Jew for defama- 


tion, and boldly offered to ſubmit my 
cauſe to the examination of any juſtice 
in Weſtminſter ; but they knew them- 
ſelves too well to put their characters 
on that iſſue, and finding I was not to 
be. intimidated into any. conceſſion, 
dropt their plea, and made way for me 
to withdraw, I would not, however, 
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friend, who aſſured me there was no 


ſtir from the table, until the Iſraelite 
had retracted what he ſaid to my diſ- 


advantage, and aſked pardon before 


the whole aſſembly, 

As I marched out with my prize, I 
happened to tread upon the toes of a 
tall raw-boned fellow, with a hooked 
noſe, fierce eyes, black thick eye-brows, 
a HERE wig of the ſame colour, and 
a formidable hat pulled over his fore- 
head, who ſtood gnawing his fingers 
in the crowd, and no ſooner felt the 
application of my ſhoe-heel, than hg 
roared out in a tremendous voice, 
* Blood and wounds! you fon of a 
© whore, what's that for?“ I aſked 
pardon with a great deal of ſubmiſſion 
and proteſted I had no intention o 
hurting him; but the more I humbled 
myſelf the more he ſtormed, and in- 
ſiſted upon gentlemanly ſatis faction, at 
the ſame time provoking me with ſcan- 
dalous names that I could not put u 
with; ſo that I gave a looſe to my pat- 
Gon, returned his Billing 1 
lenged him to follow me down to the 
piazzas. His indignation cooling as 
mine warmed, he refuſed my invitation, 
ſaying, he would chuſe his own time, 
and returned towards the table, mut- 
tering threats, which I neither dread- 
ed, nor diſtinctly heard; but deſcend- 
ing with greatdeliberation, received my 
ſword from the door-keeper, whom I 
gratified with a guinea, according to 
the cuſtom of the place, and went home 
in a rapture of joy. 

My faithful valet, who had fat up 
all night in the utmoſt uneaſineſs on my 
account, let me in with his face be- 
{lubbered with tears, and followed me 
to my chamber, where he ſtood ſilent like 
a condemned criminal, in expectation of 
hearing that every ſhilling was ſpent. 
I gueſſed the ſituation of his thoughts, 
and aſſuming a ſullen look, . bade him 
fetch me ſome water to waſn. He re- 
plied, 1 eyes from the 
ground, In my ſimple conjecture, 
you have more occaſion for reſt, not 
© having, I ſuppoſe, ſlept theſe four 
© and twenty hours. Bring me ſome 
© water!" ſaid I, in a peremptory 
tone: upon which he ſneaked away, 
ſhrugging his ſhoulders. Before he 


returned, I had ſpread my whole ſtock 


on the table in the moſt oſtentatious 
manner; ſo that when it firſt ſaluted 
his view, he ſtood like one intranced, 
apd haying rubbed his eyes more than 

| once, 
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once, to aſſure himſelf of his being a- 
wake, he broke out into, * Lord have 
© mercy upon us, what a valt treaſure 
cis here !'—*< Tis all our own, Strap, 
faid I; © take what is neceſſary, and 


© redeem the ſword immediately.* He 
advanced towards the table, ſtopt ſhort 
by the way, looked at the money and 
me by turns, and with a wildneſs in 
his countenance, produced from joy 
checked by diſtruſt, cried, I dare ſay 
c it is honeſtly come by. To remove 
his ſcruples, I made him acquainted 
with the whole ſtory of my lucceſs ; 
which when he heard, he danced about 
the room in an extaſy, crying, God 
© be praiſed! a white ſtone ! God be 
© praiſed! a white ſtone ! 
was afraid the ſudden change of for- 
tune had diſordered his intelle&s, and 
that he was run mad with joy. Ex- 
tremely concerned at this event, I at- 
tempted to reaſon him out of his frenzy, 
but to no purpole ; for, without re- 

arding what I ſaid, he continued to 
Fiſk up and down, and repeat his 
rhapſody of, © God be praiſed! a white 
« ſtone!” At laſt I roſe in the utmoſt 
conſternation, and laying violent hands 
upon him, put a ſtop to nis extrava- 
gance, by fixing him down to a fettee 
that was in the room. This conſtraint 
baniſhed his delirium; he ſtarted, as 
if juſt awoke, and terrified at my be- 
haviour, cried, What is the matter?“ 
When he learned the cauſe of my ap- 
prehenſion, he was aſhamed of his 
tranſports, and told me, that in men- 


tioning the white ſtone, he alluded to 


the Dies faſti of the Romans, albo la- 
pide notati. 

Having no inclination to ſleep, I ſe- 
cured my caſh, dreſſed, and was juſt 
going abroad, when the ſervant of the 
houſe told me, there was a gentlewo- 
man at the door, who wanted to ſpeak 
with me. Surprized at this informa- 
tion, I bade Strap ſhew her up, and in 
leſs than a minute ſaw a young wo- 
man of a ſhabby decayed appearance 
enter my room, After half a dozen 
curtſeys, ſhe began&o ſob, and told me 
her name was Gawky ; upon which in- 
formation I immediately recollected the 
features of Miſs Lavement, who had 
been the firſt occaſion of my misfor- 
tunes. Though I had afl the reaſon 
in the world to reſent her treacherous 


behaviour to me, I was moved at her 


diſtreſs, and profeſſing my ſorrow at 
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So that I 


ſeeing her ſo reduced, deſired her to 
ſit, and enquired into the particulars 
of her ſituation. She fell upon her 
knees, and implored my forgiveneſs 
for the injuries ſhe had done me, pro. 
teſting betore God, that ſhe was forced, 
againſt her inclination, into that hel- 
liſh conſpiracy which had almoſt de- 
prived me of my life, by the entrea- 
ties of her huſband; who having been 
afterwards renounced by his father on 
accouut of his marriage with her, and 
unable to ſupport a family on his pay, 
left his wife at her father's houſe, and 

went with the regiment to Germany, 

where he was broke for mi{b-haviour 

at the battle of Dettingen, fince which 
time ſhe had heard no tidings of him, 
She then gave mz to underſtand, with 
many ſymptoms of penitence, that it 
was her misfortune to bear a child four 
months after marriage, by which event 
her parents were ſo incenſed, that ſhe 
was turned out of doors with the in- 
fant that died ſoon after; and had hi- 


. therto ſubſifted in a miſerable indigent 


manner on the extorted charity of a 
few friends, who were now quite tired 
of giving; that not knowing where or 
how to ſupport herſelf one day longer, 
the had fled for ſuccour even to me, 
who of all mankind had the leaſt 
cauſe to aſſiſt her, relying upon the 
generoſity of my diſpoſition, which, 
ſhe hoped, would be pleaſed with this 
opportunity of avenging itſelf in the 
nobleſt manner on the wretch who had 
wronged me. I was very much at- 
fected with her diſcourſe, and having 
no cauſe to ſuſpect the ſincerity of her 
repentance, raiſed her up, freely par- 
doned all the had done againſt me, and 
promiſed to befriend her as much as 
lay in my power. | 
Since my laſt arrival in London, I 
had made no advances to the apothe- 
cary, imagining it would be impoſſible 
for me to make my innocence-appear, 
ſo unhappily was my accuſation cir- 
cumſtanced. Strap indeed had labour- 
ed to juſtify me to the ſchool-maſter ; 
but far from ſucceeding in his attempt, 
Mr. Concordance dropt all correſpon- 
dence with him, becauſe he refuſed to 
quit his connexion with me. Things 
being in this ſituation, I thought 4 
fairer opportunity of vindicating my 
character could not offer, than that 
which now preſented itſelf”; I there- 
fore ſtipulated with Mrs, Gawky, that 
| 1 before 
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before I would yield her the leaſt aſſiſ- 


tance, ſhe ſhould do me the juſtice to 
clear my reputation, by explaining, 
upon oath before a magiſtrate, the 
whole of the conſpiracy as it had been 
executed againſt me. When ſhe had 
given me this ſatisfaction, I preſented 
her with five guineas; a ſum ſo much 
above her expectation, that ſhe could 


ſcarce believe the evidence of her ſenſes, 


and was ready to worſhip me for my 
benevolence. The declaration ſigned 
with her own hand, I ſent to her fa- 
ther, who, upon recollecting and com- 
paring the circumſtances of my charge, 
was convinced of my integrity, and 
waited on me next day, in company 
with his friend the ſchool-maſter, to 
whom he had communicated my vin- 
dication. After mutual ſalutation, 
Monſieur Lavement began a long apo- 
logy for the unjuſt treatment I had 
received; but I ſaved him a good deal 
of breath, by interrupting his harangue, 
and aſſuring him, that far from enter- 
taining a reſentment againſt him, I 
thought myſelf obliged to his lenity, 
which allowed me to eſcape, after ſuch 
ſtrong preſumptions of guilt appeared 
againſt me. r. Concordance think- 
ing it now his turn to ſpeak, obſerved, 
that Mr. Random had too much can- 
dour and ſagacity to be diſobliged at 
their conduct, which, all things con- 
ſidered, could not have been otherwiſe 
with any honeſty of intention. In- 
« deed, ſaid he, * if the plot had been 
unravelled to us by any ſurperna- 
tural intelligence; if it had been 
whiſpered by genii, communicated 
by a dream, or revealed by an angel 
from on high, we ſhould have been 
to blame in crediting ocular demon- 
ſtration; but as we were left in the 
miſt of mortality, it cannot be ex- 
ected we ſhould be incapable of 
impoſition. I do aſſure you, Mr. 
Random, no man on earth is more 
pleaſed than J am at this triumph of 
your charaQer; .and as the news of 
your misfortune panged me to the 
very entrails, this manifeſtation of 
* your innocence makes my midriff 
«* quiver with joy.* I thanked him 
for his concern, deſired them to un- 
deceive thoſe of their acquaintance 
who judged harſhly of me; and hav- 
Ing treated them with a glaſs of wine, 
lepreſented ts Lavement the deplorable 
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condition of his daughter, and pleaded 
her cauſe ſo effectually, that he con- 
ſented to ſettle a ſmall annuity on her 
for life; but could not be perſuaded 
to take her home, becauſe her mother 
was ſo much incenſed that ſhe would 
never ſee her. 


CHAP. XVII 


I PURCHASE NEW CLOTHES mm 
REPRIMAND STRUTWELL AND 
STRADDLE—BANTER PROPOSES 
ANOTHER MATRIMONIAL SCHEME 
—I ACCEPT OP HIS TERMS—SET 
OUT FOR BATH IN A STAGE=- 
COACH, WITH THE YOUNG LADY 
AND HER MOTHER—THE BEHA- 
| VIOUR OF AN OFFICER AND LAW 
YER—OUR FELLOW TRAVELLERS 
DESCRIBED=—A SMART DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN MY MISTRESSANDTHB 
CAPTAIN, 5 5 


AVING finiſhed this affair to 
my fatisfaQion, I found myſelf 
perfectly at eaſe, and looking upon the 
gaming table as a certain reſource for 
a gentleman in want, became more gay 
than ever. Although my clothes were - 
almoſt as good as new, I grew aſhamed 
of wearing them, becauſe I thought - 
every body by this time had got an in- 
ventory of my wardrobe. For which 
reaſon, I diſpoſed of a good part of 
my apparel to a ſaleſman in Mon- 
mouth Street for half the value, and 
bought two new ſuits with the money. 
Ilikewiſe purchaſed a plain gold 2 
deſpairing of recovering that which I 
had ſo fooliſhly given to Strutwell, 
whom, notwithſtanding; I ſtill eonti- 
nued to viſit at his levee, until the am- 
baſſador he had mentioned, ſet out with 
a ſecretary of his own chuſing. I 
thought myſelf then at liberty to ex- 
poſtulate with his lordſhip, whom 1 
treated with great freedom in a letter, 
for amuſing me with vain hopes, when 
he neither had the power nor inclina- 
tion to provide for me. Nor was I 
leſs reſerved with Straddle, whom I in + 
perſon reproached for miſrepreſentin; 
to me the character of Strutwell, whic 
I did not ſcruple to aver was infamous 
in every reſpe&t. He ſeemed very much 
enraged at my freedom, talked a great 
deal about his quality and honour, and 
| bdegan 
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began tomake ſome compariſons which 
I thought ſo injurious to mine, that I 
demanded an explanation with great 
warmth ; and he was mean enough to 
equivocate, and condeſcended in fuch 
a manner, that I left him with a hear- 
ty contempt of his behaviour. 
About this time, Banter, who had 
obſerved a ſurprizing and ſudden al- 
teration in my appearance and diſpo- 
fition, began to enquire very minute] 
into the caufe ; and as I did not think 
fit to let him know the true ſtate of the 
affair, left he might make free with 
my purſe, on the ſtrength of having 
propoſed the ſcheme that filled it, I 
told him that I had received a ſmall 
fupply from a relation in the country, 
who at the ſame time had promiſed to 
uſe all his intereſt, which was not ſmall, 
in ſoliciting ſome poſt for me that ſhould 
make me eaſy for life. If that be 
the caſe, ſaid Banter, perhaps you 
wont care to mortify yourſelf alittle, 
in making your fortune another way. 
I have a relation who is to ſet out for 
Bath next week, with an only daugh- 
ter, who being ſickly and decrepit, 
intends to drink the waters for the 
recovery of her health. Her tather, 


died about a year ago, and left her 
with a fortune of twenty thouſand 
pounds, under the ſole management 
of her mother, who is my kinſwo- 
man. 
plate myſelf, but there 1s a breach 
at preſent between the old woman 
and me. Youmuſt know, that ſome 
time ago, I -borrowed a ſmall ſum 
of her, and promiſed, it ſeems, to 
pay it before a certain time; but 
— diſappointed in my expecta- 
tion of money from the country, the 
day elapſed, without my beingable 
to take up my note, upon which ſhe 
wrotea peremptory letter, threatening 
to arreſt me, if I did not pay the debt 
immediately : nettled at this preciſe 
behaviour, I ſent a damned ſevere an- 
fer, which enraged her ſo much, 
that ſhe actually took out a writ a- 
4 gainſt me. Whereupon, finding the 
thing grow ſerious, I got a friend to 
advance the money for me, diſcharg- 
© ed the debt, went to her houſe, and 
.< abuſed her for her unfriendly deal- 
e ing. She was provoked by my re- 
„ proaches, and ſcolded in her turn. 
-« The little deformed urchio joined her 
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who was a rich Turkey merchant, 


I would have put in for the 
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mother with ſuch virulence and vo- 
lubility of -tongue, that T was fain 
to make my retreat, after having been 
honoured with a great many ſcan. 
dalous epithets, which gave me plain. 
ly to underſtand that I had nothins 
to hope from the eſteem of the one, 
or the affection of the other. Ay 
they are both utter ſtrangers to life, 
itis a thouſand to one that the girl 
will be picked up by ſome ſcoundrel 
or other at Bath, if I don't provide 
for her otherwiſe. You are a well. 
looking fellow, Random, and can 
behave as demurely as a quake, 
Now if you will give me an obliga. 
tion for five Cd pounds, to be 
pee ſix months after your marriage, 

will put you in a method of carry- 
ng her in ſpite of all oppoſition.” 
This propoſal was too advantageous 
for me, to be refuſed: the writing 
was immediately drawn up and execut- 
ed; and Banter giving me notice of the 
time when, and the ſtage-coach in 
which they were to ſet out, I beſpoke 
a place in the ſame convenience, and 
having hired a horſe for Strap, who was 
charmed with the proſpect, ſet forward 
accordingly. | 

As we embarked before day, I had 
not the pleaſure for ſome time of ſee- 
ing Miſs Snapper, (that was the name 
of my miſtreſs) nor even of perceiving 
the number and ſex of my fellow-tra- 
vellers, although I gueſſed that the 
coach was full, by the difficulty I found 
in ſeating myſelf. The firſt five mi- 
nutes paſſed in a general ſilence, when 
all of a ſudden, the coach heeling to 
one fide, a boiſterous voice pronounced, 
© To the right and left, cover your 
* flanks, damme! whiz!" I eaſily diſ- 
covered by the tone and matter of this 
exclamation, that it was uttered by a 
ſon of Mars; neither was it hard to 
conceive the profeſſion of another per- 
fon who ſat oppoſite to me, and ob- 
ſerved, that we ought to have been well 
ſatisfied of the ſecurity, before we en- 
tered upon the premiſes. Theſe two 
ſallies had not the deſired effect; we 
continued a good while as mute as be- 
fore; till at length, the gentleman of 
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the {word, impatient of longer ſilence, 


made a ſecond effort, by ſwearing he 


had got into a meeting of quakers. 


© I believe ſo too, ſaid a ſhrill female 

voice, at my left-hand, * for the ſpirit 

of folly begins to move.'—* * 
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« with it then, Madam, replied the 
ſoldier. * You ſeem to have no occa- 
« fion for a midwife,” cried the lady. 
P- n my blood i' exclaimed the 
other, * a man can't talk to a woman, 
« but ſhe immediately thinks of a mid- 
wife. True, Sir, ſaid the, © I 
long to be delivered.'—" What! of 
a mouſe, Madam?” ſaid he. No, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, of a fool.'—" Are 
«© you far gone with a fool ?* ſaid he. 
c Lirtle more than two miles, ſaid 
ſhe, * By Gad, you're a wit, Ma- 
« dam!” cried the officer. I wiſh I 
could with any juſtice return the com- 
5 pliment,* ſaid the lady. © Zounds, 
y i have done!* ſaid he. © Your bolt 
© is ſoon ſhot; according to the old 
© proverb! ſaid ſhe. The warrior's 
powder was quite ſpent; the lawyer 
adviſed him to drop the proſecution, 
and a grave matron, who ſat on the left 
hand of the victorious wit, told her, 
ſhe muſt not let her tongue run ſo faſt 
among ſtrangers. This reprimand, 
ſoftened with the appellation of child, 
convinced me that the ſatirical lady was 
no other than Miſs Snapper, and I re- 
ſolved to regulate my conduct accor- 
dingly. The champion finding him- 
ſelf ſo ſmartly handled, changed his 
battery, and began to expatiate on his 
own exploits. * You talk of ſhot, 
Madam, ſaid he; © damme ! I have 
both given and received ſome ſhot in 
* my time. I was wounded in the 
* ſhoulder by a piſtol ball at Dettingen, 
* where—l ſay nothing—but, by G—d! 
if it had not been for me—all's one 
* forthat——I deſpiſe boaſting, d—me ! 
* whiz!* So ſaying, he whiſtled one 
part, and hummed the-other, of the 
Black Joke; then addreſſing himſelf 
to the lawyer, went on thus: Would 


not you think it damned hard, after 


* having, at the riſk of your life, reco- 
* vered the ſtandard of a regiment 
that had been loſt, to receive no pre- 
* ferment for your pains! I don't f 

to name no names, fink me! but 
© howſomever, this I will refer, by 
Ga; and that is this: a muſqueteer 
« of the French guards having taken 
a a ſtandard from a certain cornet of 
a certain regiment, damme! was re- 
treating with the prize as faſt as his 
*: horſe's heels could carry him, fink 
me! Upon which, I ſnatched up a 
* firelock that belonged to a dead man, 
* damme! whiz! and ſhot his horſe 
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under him, d--n my blood | The 
fellow got upon his feet, and began 
to repoſe me; upon which I charged 
my bayonet breaſt high, and ran him 
through the body, by G==d!- One of 
his comrades coming to his aſſiſtance, - 
ſhot me in the ſhoulder, as I told 
you before; and another gave me 'a 
contuſion on the head with the butt 
end of his carbine; but, damme, 
that did not ſignify: -I killed one, 
put the other to flight, and taking up 
the ſtandard, carried it off very deli- 
berately. But the beſt joke of all 
was, the lon of a b—=ch of a cornet, 
who had ſurrendered it in a coward- 
© ly manner, ſeeing it in my poſleſ- 
© ſton, demanded it from me, in the 
© front of the line. D—n my blood, 
* ſays he, © where did you find my 
& ſtandard?” ſays he. Dn my 
© blood,” ſaid I; here, faid I, 
& did you loſe it!“ ſaid J.“ That's 
«© nothing to you,” ſays he; tis my 
© ſtandard,” ſays he; and by G=d 
I'll have it,” fays he. © P- n- ti-—ũł 
« ſeize me, ſays I, if you ſhall,” 
« ſays I; „ till I have firſt delivered 
« it to the general,” ſays I. And 
© accordingly I went to the head 
© quarters, after the battle, and de- 
© hvered it to my Lord Stair, who 
© promiſed to do for me; but I am no 
© more than a poor lieutenant ſtill, 
© d—n my blood.” : | 

Having vented this repetition of 
expletives, the lawyer owned he had 
not been requited according to his 
deſerts; obſerved that the labourer is 
always worthy of his hire ; and aſked 
if the promiſe was made before wit- 
neſſes, becauſe in that caſe the law 
would compel the general to per- 
form it: but underſtanding that the 
promiſe was made over a bottle, with- 
out being reſtricted to time or terms, 
he pronounced it not valid in law, pro- 
ceeded to enquire into the particulars 
of the battle, and affirmed, that al- 
though the Engliſh had drawn them- 
ſelves into a prempnjre at firſt, the 
French managed their cauſe ſo lamely 
in the courſe of the diſpute, that they 
would have been utterly nonſuited, had 
they not obtained a noli proſequi, In 
ſpite of theſe enlivening touches, the 
converſation was like to ſuffer another 
long interruption ; when the lieutenant, 
unwilling to conceal any of his accom- 
pliſhments that _ be diſplayed in 
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his preſent ſituation, offered to regale 
the company with a ſong; and inter- 

eting our ſilence into a deſire of hear- 
ing, began to warble a faſhionable air, 
the firſt ſtanza of which he pronounced 


, # 


Would you taſk the moon-ty'd hair, 
To yon flagrant beau repair; 


Where, waying with the popling vow, 


© The bantling ſine will ſhelter you.“ &c. 
The ſenſe of the reſt he perverted as he 
went on, with fuch ſurprizing facility, 
that I could not help thinking he had 
been at ſome paips to burJeſque the per- 
formance. Miſs Snapper aſcribed it to 
the true cauſe, namely, ignorance; and 
when he aſked her how ſhe reliſhed his 
mulick, anſwered, that in her opinion, 
the muſick and the words were much 
of a piece. O, dn my blood!” ſaid 
he, I take that as a high compliment; 
s for every body allows the words are 
© damnable fine. They may be ſo," 
replied the lady, for aught I know, but 


they are above my comprehenſion.— 
I an't obliged to find you compre-. 


< henſion, Madam, curſe me!” cried he. 
©; No, nor to ſpeak ſenſe, neither, ſaid 
ſhe. © D-—n my heart, ſaid he, I'II 
5 ſpeak what I pleaſe.” Here the law- 
yer interpoſed, by agua, | 


tance, -mentioned treaſon and defama- 
tion. As for the king, cried the 
ſoldier, * God bleſs him; I eat his 
©. bread,and have loft blood in his cauſe, 


< therefore I have nothing to ſay to 


bim; but, by Gd, I dare ſay any 
c thing to any other man.. No, faid 
the lawyer, you dare not call me a 
rogue. Damme, for what?” ſaid 
the other. Becauſe, replied the coun- 
ſellor, I ſhould have a good action 
* againſt you, and recover.'—" Well, 
« well,” cried the officer, * if 1 dare 
© not call you rogue, I dare think you 
© one, damme?!' This ſtroke of wit he 
accompanied with a loud laugh of ſelf- 


1 en, which unluckily did not 
Atte 


ffect the audience, but effectually ſi- 
lenced his antagoniſt, hp did not open 
his mouth for the ſpace of an hour, 
- _ except to clear his pipes with three 
hems, wh 


thing. | 
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him there. 
were ſome things he mult not ſpeak.. 
And upon being defied to give an in- 


ich, however, produced no- 


CHAP. xvi. 


DAY BREAKING,1] HAVE THE PLFA., 
SURE OF YIEWING THE PER. 
SON OF Miss SNAPPER, WHOM 
I HAD NOT SEEN BEFORE— ThE 
SOLDIER IS WITTY UPON MEm - 

Is OFFENDED, TALKS MUCH or 
HIS VALOUR—IS ,REPRIMANDED 
BY A GRAVE GENTLEWOMAN== 
WE ARE ALARMED WITH THE 
CRY OF HIGHWAYMEN—I GET 
OUT OF THE COACH, AND 
STAND ON MY OWN DEFENCE— 
THEY RIDE OFF WITHOUT HAV>» 
ING ATTACKED VUS—I PURSUE 
THEM ONE OF THEM 15 
THROWN FROM HIS HORSE AND 
TAKEN] RETURN TO THE 
COACH—AM COMPLIMENTED BY 
MISS SNAPPER-—THE CAPTAIN'S 
BEHAVIOUR ON THIS OCCA- 
SION—THE PRUDE REPROACHES 
ME IN ASOLILOQUY—] UPBRAID 
HER IN THE SAME MANNER— 
THE BEHAVIOUR OF MRS. SNAP- 
PER AT BREAKFAST, DISOBLI- 
GES ME— THE LAWYER IS WIT> - 
TY UPON THE OFFICER, WHO 
THREATENS HIM. 


F the mean time, day breaking in 
upon us, diſcovered to one ano- 
ther the faces of their fellow- travel - 
lers; and I had the good fortune to 
find my miſtreſs not quite ſo deformed 
nor difagreeable as ſhe had been repre- 
ſented to me. Her head, indeed, bore 
ſome reſemblance to a hatchet, the edge 
being repreſented by her face; but the 
had a certain delicacy in her com- 
wlexion, and a great deal of yivacity in 
er eyes, which were very large and 
black; and though the protuberauce 
of her breaſt, when dd alone, 
ſeemed to drag her forwards, it was 
eaſy to perceive an equivalent on her 
back which balanced the other, and 
kept her body in equilibrio. On the. 
whole, I thought 1 ſhould have great 
realon to congratulate! myſelf, if it 
ſhould be my fate to poſſeſs twenty 
thouſand pounds encumbered with 
ſuch a wife. I began therefore 


to deliberate about the moſt proba-- 


ble means of acquiring the conqueſt, 
and was ſo much engroſſed by * 
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iden, that I ſcarce took any notice 
of the reſt of the people in the 
coach, but revolved my proſpett in ſi- 
lence; while the converſation was 
maintained as before, by the obje& of 


my hopes, the ſon of Mars, and the 


barriſter, who by this time had recol- 
leted himſelf, and talked in terms as 
much as ever. At length a diſpute 
happened, which ended in a wager, to 
be determined by me; who was ſo 
much abſorpt in contemplation, that I 
neither heard the reference nor the 
queſtion which was put to me by each 
in his turn: affronted at my ſuppoſed 
contempt, the ſoldier with great voci- 
feration, ſwore, I was either dumb or 
deaf, if not both, and that I looked as 


if I could not ſay Bob to @ gooſe. A- 
rouzed at this obſervation, I fixed my 
eyes upon him, and pronounced with 


emphaſis, the interjection 0 Upon 
which he cocked his hat in a fierce 
manner, and cried, © Damme, Sir, 
* what d'ye mean by that?“ Had I 
intended to anſwer him, which by the 
bye was not my deſign, I ſhould have 
been anticipated by Miſs, who told 
him, my meaning was to ſhew that I 
could cry boh! to a gooſe; and laugh- 
ed very heartily at my laconic reproof. 
Herexplanation and mirth did not help 
to appeaſe his wrath, which broke out 
in ſeyeral martial inſinuations; ſuch as, 
© I do not underſtand ſuch freedoms, 
* damme! D—n my blood! I'm a 
* gentleman, and bear the king's com- 
* miſhon. *Sblood ! ſome people de- 
# ſerve to have their noles pulled 


- © for their impertinence.* I thought 


to have checked theſe ejaculations.by a 
frown; becauſe he hal talked ſo much 
of his valour, that I had long ago 
rated him an aſs in a lion's ſkin; 
but this expedient did not anſwer my 
expectation; he took umbrage at the 
contraction of my brows, ſwore he did 
not value my ſulky look a fig's end, 
and proteſted he feared no man breath- 
ing. Miſs Snapper ſaid, ſhe was very 
glad to find herſelf in company with a 
man of ſo much courage ; who, ſhe did 
not doubt, would protect us all from 
the attempts of highwaymen during 
our journey. Make yourſelf per- 


* feEtly eaſy on that head, Madam,“ 


replied the officer; I have got a pair 
of 2 85 (here they are) which J 

k from a horſe officer at the battle 
* of Dettingen; they are double load- 
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© ed, and if any highwaymian in Eng+ 
land robs you of the value of à pin 
© while I have the honour of being in 


. © your company, dn my heart.” 


When he had expreſſed himſelf in this 
manner, a prim gentlewoman, who 
had fat filent hitherto, opened her 
mouth, and ſaid, ſhe wondered how 
any man could be fo rude as to 
pull out ſuch weapons before ladies. 
Damme, Madam, ' cried the chams 
pion, © if you are fo much afraid at 
* ſight of a piſtol, how d'ye propoſe to 
* ſtand fire if there ſhould be occaſion.? 
She then told him, that if ſhe thought 
he could be fo unmannerly as to uſe 
fire-arms in her preſence, whatever 
might be the occaſion, ſhe would get 
out of the coach immediately, and 
walk to the next village, where ſie 
might procure a convenience to herſelf. 
Before he could make any anſwer, m 
dulcinea interpoſed, and obſerved, that 
far From being offended at a gentle- 
man's uſing his arms in his own de- 
fence, ſhe thought herſelf very lucky 
in being along with one by whoſe yas 
lour ſhe ſtood a good chance of ſaving 
herſelf from being rifled. The prude 
caſt a diſdainful look at Miſs, and faid, 
that people who have but little to loſe, 
are ſometimes the moſt ſolicitous about 
preſerving it. The old lady was af- 
tronted at this inuendo; and took no- 
tice, that people ought to be very well 
informed before 1 ſpeak flightingly 
of other people's fortunes, left they 
diſcover their own ehvy, and make 
themſelves ridiculons. The daughter 
declared, that ſhe did not pretend to vie 
with any body in point of riches; and 
lady who inſiſted upon non- 
reſiſtance, would promiſe to indemnify 


us all for the loſs we ſhould ſuſtain, 


ſhe would be one of the firſt to perſuade 
the captain to ſubmiſſion, in caſe we 
ſhould be attacked. Tothis propoſal, 


reaſonable as it was, the reſerved lady 


made no other reply, than a ſcornful 
glance and a toſs of her head. I was 
very well pleaſed with the ſpirit of my 


miſtreſs; and even wiſhed for an op- 
portunity of diſtinguiſhing my courage 


under her eye, which I believed could 
not fail of prepoſſeſſing her in my fa- 
your ; when all of a ſudden, Strap rode 
up to the coach door, and told us in 2 
great fright, that two men on horſe- 
back were croſſing the heath, (for by 
this time we had paſſed Hounſlow) and 


C cs made 


1 
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made directly towards us. This piece | 


of information was no ſooner delivered, 
than Mrs, Snapper began to ſcream, 

her daughter grew pale, the other lady 
pulled out her purſe to be in readineſs, 
the Jawyer's teeth chattered; while he 
pronounced, Tis no matter; we'll 
-« ſue the county, and recover.” The 
captain gave evident ſigns of confuſion 


ard I, after having commanded the 


coachman to ſtop, opened the door, 
jumped out, and invited the warrior to 
follow me. But finding him back- 
ward and aſtoniſhed, I took his r: 
and giving them to Strap, who had by 
this time alighted, and trembled very 
much, I mounted on horſeback; and 
taking my own-( which I could better 
depend upon) from the holſters, cocked 
them both, and faced the robbers, 
who were now very near us. Seeing 
me ready to oppoſe them on horſeback, 
and another man armed afoot, they 
made a halt at ſome diftance to recon- 
noitre us, and after having rode round 
us twice, myſelf ſtill facing about as they 
rode, went off the ſame way they came, 
at a hand-gallop. A gentleman's ſer- 
vant coming up with a horſe at the 
ſame time, I offered him a crown to 
aſſiſt me in purſuing them, which he 
no ſooner accepted, than I armed him 
with the officer's piſtols, and we gal- 
loped after the thieves, who truſt- 
ing to the ſwiftneſs of their horſes, 
Ropped till we came within ſhot of 
them, and then firing at us, put their 
nags to the full ſpeed. We followed 
them as fait as our beaſts could carry 
us, but not being ſo well mounted as 

they, our efforts would have been to 
little purpoſe, had not the horſe of one 
of them ſtumbled and thrown his rider 
with ſuch violence over his head, that 
de lay ſenſeleſs, when we came up, and 

was taken without the leaſt oppolition : 


while his comrade conſulted his own 


ſafety in flight, without regarding the 
diſtraſs f ie friend. We ſcarce had 
time to make ourſelves maſters of his 
arms, and tie his hands together, 
before he recovered his ſenſes; when 
learning his ſituation, he affected ſur- 
prize, demanded to know by what 
authority we ufed a gentleman in that 


manner, and had the impudence to 


- threaten us with a proſecution for rob- 
'bery, In the mean time we perceived 
Strap coming up with a crowd of 

people, armed with different kinds of 
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weapons ; and among the reſt a farmer, 
who no ſooner perceived the thief, 
whom we had ſecured, than he cried 
with great emotion, There's the fel. 
© low robbed me an hour ago, of twen. 
© ty pounds in a canvas bag.” He waz 
immediately ſearched, and the mone 

found exactly as it had been deſcribed; 
upon which, we committed him to the 
charge of the countryman, who carried 
him to the town of Hounſlow, which 
it ſeems the farmer had alarmed; and 
I, having ſatisfied the footman for his 
trauble, according to promiſe, re- 
turned with Strap to the coach, where 
1 found the captain and lawyer buſy 
in adminiſtering ſmelling bottles and 
cordials to the grave lady, who had 


gone into a fit at the noiſe of the firing. | 


When I had taken my ſeat, Mils 


Snapper, who from the coach had ſeen 


every thing that happened, made me a 
compliment on my behaviour, and ſaid 
ſhe was glad to ſee me returned with- 
out having received any injury: her 
mother too owned herſelf obliged to 
my reſolution; and the lawyer told 
me, that I was entitled by act of par- 
liament to a reward of forty pounds, 
for having apprehended a highway- 
man. The ſoldier obſerved, with a 
countenance in which impudence and 
ſhame ſtruggling, produced ſome dil- 
order, that if I had not been in ſuch a 
damned hurry to get out of the coach, 
he would have ſecured the rogues ef- 
fectually, without all this buſtle and 
loſs of time, by a ſcheme which my 
heat and precipitation ruined. * For 
my own part, continued he, I am 
always extremely cool on theſe occa- 
© ſions.—“ 80 it appeared, by your 
* trembling,* ſaid the young lady. 
© Death and damnation,* cried he, 
© your ſex protects you, Madam; it 
© any man on earth durſt tel] me ſo 
much, I'd fend him to hell, dn 
© my heart! in an inſtant.* So ſaying, 
he fixed his eyes upon me, and aſked 
if I had ſeen him tremble. I anſwer- 
ed without heſitation, © Ves. — Dam- 
© me, Sir, faid he, d'ye doubt my 
courage? I replied, © Very much. 
This declaration quite diſconcerted 
him. He looked black, and pro- 
nounced with a faultering voice, O! 
© *tis very well—d—n my blood! I 
© ſhall finda time. I ſignified my con- 
tempt of him, by hreting my tongue 
in my cheek, which humbled 27 

0 


ſo much, that he ſcarce ſwore another 
oath aloud during the whole journey. 
The, preciſe lady, having recruited 
her ſpirits by the 275 of ſome ſtron 
waters, began a ſoliloquy, in whic 
ſhe wondered that any man, who pre- 
tended to maintain the character of a 
entleman, could, for the ſake of a 
little paltry coin, throw perſons of ho- 
nour into ſuch quandaries as might 
endanger their lives; and profeſſed her 
ſurprize, that women were not aſhamed 
to commend ſuch brutality. At the 


| ſame time vowing, that for the future 


ſhe would never ſet foot in a ſtage- 
coach, if a private convenience could 
be had for love or money, 

Nettled at her remarks, I took the 
ſame method of conveying my ſenti- 
ments, and wondered in my turn, 
that any woman of common ſenſe 
ſhould be ſo unreaſonable as to expe& 
that people, who had neither acquain- 
tance or connexion with her, would 
tamely allow themſelves to be robbed 
and mal- treated, merely to indulge her 
capricious humour. I likewiſe con- 
feſſed my aſtoniſhment at her ĩnſolence 
and ingratitude, in taxing a perſon with 
drutality, who deſerved her approba- 
tion and acknowledgment; and vowed, 
that if ever ſhe ſhould be aſſaulted 
again, I would leave her to the mercy 
of the ſpoiler, that ſhe might know 
the value of my protection. 

This perſon of honour did not think 


fit to carry on the altercation any far- 


ther, hut ſeemed to chew the cud of 
her reſentment with the creſt-fallen 


captain, while I entered into diſcourſe 


with my charmer, who was the more 
8 with my converſation, as ſhe 

ad conceived a very indifferent opi- 
nion of my intelleds from my former 
ſilence. I ſhould have had cauſe to be 
equally ſatisfied with the ſprightlineſs 
of her genius, could ſhe have curbed 
Her imagination with judgment ; but 
ſhe laboured under ſuch a profuſion of 
talk that I dreaded her unruly tongue, 
and felt by anticipation the horrors of 
an oof ela! However, when I 


' conſidered, on the other hand, the joys 


attending the poſſeſſion of twenty thou- 
ſand pounds, I forgot her impertec- 
tions, ſeized occaſion by the fore-lock, 
and endeavoured to infinuate myſelf 
into her affection. The careful mo- 
ther kept a ſtri&t watch over her, and 


though ſhe could not help hehaving 
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civilly to me, took frequent opportu- 


nities of diſcouraging our communi- 
cation, by reprimanding her for being 
ſo free with ſtrangers, and telling her 
ſhe muſt learn to ſpeak lefs, and think 
more. Abridged of the uſe of ſpeech, 


we converſed with our eyes, and I - 


found the young lady very eloquent 
in this kind of liſcourſe. In Tr 


I had reaſon to believe that ſhe was 
ſick of the old gentlewoman's tui- 
tion, and that I ſhould find it no diſſi - 
cult matter to ſuperſede her autho- 


rity. 


When we arrived at the place where 
we were to breakfait, I alighted and 
helped my miſtreſs out of the coach 
as well as her muther, who called for 
a private room, to which they with- 
drew in order to eat by themſelves. 
As hay retired together, I perceived 

iſs had got more twiſts from 
nature than I had hefore obſerved, 
for ſhe was bent ſideways in the figure 
of an 8, ſo that her progreſſion very 
much reſembled that of a crab. The 
prude alſo choſe the captain for her 
meſfmate, and ordered breaſtfaſt for 
two only to be brought into another 
ſeparate room; while the lawyer and 
I, deſerted by the reſt of the company, 
were fain to put up with each other. I 
was a good deal eee at the ſtate- 
ly reſerve of Mrs. Snapper, who I 
thought did not uſe me with all the 
complaiſance I deſerved; and my com- 
panion declared, that he had been a 


traveller for twenty years, and never 


knew the ſtage-coach rules ſo much 
infringed before. As for the honour- 
able gentlewoman, I could not con- 
ceive the meaning of her attachment 
to the lieutenant; and aſked the law- 
yer, if he knew for which of the ſol- 
dier's virtues ſhe admired. him. The 


counſellor facetiouſly replied, * I ſup- 


© pole the lady knows him to be an 
© able convevancer, and wants him to 
© make a lettlement in tail. I could 
not help laughing at the archneſs of 
the barriſter, who entertained me dur- 
ing breakfaſt with a great deal of wit 
we the ſame kind, at the expence of 
our fellow-travellers ; and _— other 
things ſaid, he was ſorry to find the 


2 lady ſaddled with ſuch incum- 
rances. ä 

When we had made an end of our 

repaſt, and paid our ä 

es, 

and 


wept into the coach, took our p 


ow 


and bribed the driver with ſixpence, to 
revenge, us on the reſt of his fare, by 
hurrying them away in the midſt of 
their meal. - This taſk he performed 
to our ſatisfaftion, after he had diſ- 
turbed their enjoyment with his im- 
portunate clamour. The mother and 


daughter obeyed the ſummons firſt, 


and, coming to the coach door, were 
obliged to deſire the coachman's afſiſ- 
tance to getin, becauſe the lawyer and 
I had agreed to ſlie our reſentment 
by our neglet. They were no ſooner 
ſeared, than the captain appeared as 
much heated as if he had been pur- 
ſued a dozen of miles by an enemy ; 
and immediately after him came the 
lady, not without ſome marks of diſ- 
order. Having helped her up, he en- 
tered himſelf, growling a A oaths 
againſt the e why tor his imper- 
tinent interruption; and the lawyer 
comforted him by ſaying, that if he 
had ſuffered a uiſi privs through, the 
obſtinacy of the defendant, he might 
have an opportunity to join iſſue at the 
next ſtage. This laſt expreſſion gave 
offence to the grave gentlewoman, who 
told him, if ſhe was a man ſhe would 
make him repent of ſuch obſcenity, 
and thanked God ſhe had never been 
in ſuch company before. At this in- 
finuation, the captain thought himſelf 
under a neceſſity of eſpouling the lady's 
cauſe; and accordingly threatened to 
cut off the lawyer's ears, if he ſhould 
give his tongue any ſuch liberties for 
5 future. The poor counſellor beg- 
ed pardon, and univerſal ſilence en- 
ved, 


HAT. XIX. 


I RESOLVE TO INGRATIATE MY- 
' SELF WITH THE MOTHER, AND 
AM FAVOURED BY ACCIDENT— 
THE PRECISE LADY FINDS HER 
HUSBAND, AND QUITS Tur 
COACH—THE CAPTAIN 18 18 
APPOINTED OF HIS DINNER— 
WE ARRIVE AT BATH—I ACCOM- 
PANY MISS SNAPPER TO THE 
' LONG ROOM, WHERE SHE IS AT- 
TACKED BY BEAU N „ AND 
TURNS THE LAUGH AGAINST 
HIM—T MAKE LOVE TO HER, 
| AND RECEIVE A CHECK—SQUIRE 
KER TO AN ASSEMBLY, WHERE 
IAM BLEST WITH A SIGHT OF 


© THE ADYVENTURTS 2171 —_— 


MY DEAR NARCISSA, WHICH 57s. 
COMPOSES ME $O MUCH, THAT 
MISS SNAPPER OBSERVING Mur 
DISORDER IS AT PAINS TO p1s. 
COVER THE CAUSE—IS PIQUED 
AT THE OCCASION; AND, IN OUR 
WAT HOME, PAYS ME A SAR 
CASTIC COMPLIMENT —1 Au 
MET BY MISS WILLIAMS, WHO 
IS MAID AND CONFIDANTE or 
NARCISSA—SHE ACQUAINTS ME 
WITH HER LADY'S REGARD FOR 
'ME WHILE'UNDER THE DISGUISE 
OF A SERVANT, AND DESCRIBES 
THE TRANSPORTS OF NARCISSA 
ON SEEING ME AT THE ASSEM- 
BLY IN THE CHARACTER OF A 
GENTLEMAN=—1 AM SURPRIZED 
WITH AN ACCOUNT OF HER 
AUNT'S MARRIAGE, AND MAKE 
AN APPOINTMENT TO MEET 
MISS WILLIAMS NEXT DAY. 


URING this unſocial interval, 

my pride and intereſt maintained 
a ſevere conflict on the ſubje& of Miſs 
Snapper, whom the one repreſented as 
unworthy of notice, and the other pro- 
poſed as the obje& of my whole at- 
tention : the advantages and diſadvan- 
tages attending fuck a match, were 
oppoſed to one another by my imagi- 
nation, and at length my judgment 
gave it ſo much in favour of the firſt, 
that I reſolved to proſecute my ſcheme 
with all the addreſs in my power. I 
thought I perceived ſome concern in 
her countenance, occaſioned by my 
lence, which ſhe, no doubt, imputed 
to my diſguſt at her mother's behavi- 
our; and, as I believed the old wo- 
man could not fail of aſcribing my 
muteneſs to the ſame motive, I deter- 
mined to continue that ſullen conduct 
towards her, and fall upon ſome other 
method of manifeſting my eſteem for 
the daughter: nor was it difficult for 
me to make her acquainted with my 
ſentiments by the expreſſion of my 
looks, which I modelled into the cha- 
raters of humility and love; and 
which were anſwered by her with all 
the ſympathy and approbation I could 
deſire. But when I began to conſider, 
that without farther opportunities of 
proving my ſucceſs, all the progreſs 
I had hitherto made would not much 


avail, and that ſuch opportunities could 
not be enjoyed without the mother's 
permiſſion z' I concluded that it gar 
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be requiſite to vanquiſh her coldneſs 
and ſuſpicion by my aſſiduities and re- 
ſpectful behaviour on the road, and 
ſhe would in all likelihood invite me 
to viſit her at Bath, where I did not 
fear of being able to cultivate her ac- 
quaintance as much as would be ne- 
ceſſary to the accompliſhment of my 
purpoſe. And indeed accident fur- 


niſhed me with an opportunity of ob- 


liging her ſo much, that ſhe could not 

with any appearance of good manners 

forbear to gratify my inclination. 
When we arrived at our dining- 
lace, we found all the catables in the 


inn beſpoke by a certain nobleman, 


who had got the ſtart of us; and in all 
likelihood my miſtreſs and her mother 
muſt have dined with Duke Humphrey, 
had I not exerted myſelf in their be- 
half, and bribed the landlord with a 
glaſs of wine, to curtail his lordſhip's 
entertainment of a couple of fowls and 
ſome bacon, which I ſentwith my com- 
pliments to the ladies, They accepted 
my treat with a great many thanks, 
and defired I would favour them with 
my company at dinner, where I amuſed 
the old gentlewoman ſo ſucceſsfully, 
by maintaining aſeemingly diſintereſted 
eaſe, in the midſt of my civility, that 
ſhe ſignified a deſire of being better ac- 
quainted, and hoped I would be ſo kind 
as to {ee her ſometimes at Bath. While 
] enjoyed myſelt in this manner, the 
preciſe . lady had the good fortune to 
meet with her huſhand, who, was, no 
other than gentleman, or, in other 
words, valet de chambre, to the very 
nobleman whale coach ſtood at the 
door. Proud of the intereſt ſhe had 


in the houſe, the affected to ſhew her 


2 by introducing the captain to 
er ſpouſe, as a perſon who had treated 
her with great civility; upon which he 
was invited to a ſhare of their dinner : 
while the poor lawyer, finding himſelf 
utterly abandoned, made application to 
me, and was, through my interceſhon, 
admitted into our company. 
ſatisfied our appetites, and made our- 
ſelves merry at the expence of the per- 
ſon of honour, the civil. captain, and 
complaiſant huſband, I did myſelf the 
pleaſure of diſcharging the bill by 
ſtealth, for which I received a great 
many apologies and acknowledgments 
from my gueſts, and we re- embarked at 
the firſt warning. The officer was obli- 
gedd at laſt to appeaſe his hunger with a 


Having 


* 


| luncheon of bread. and cheeſe, and à 


pint bottle of brandy, which he diſ- 
patched in the coach, curſing the inap- 
petence of his lordſhip, who had or- 
n_ dinner to be put back a whole 

our, | x 


Nothing remarkable happened du- 


ring the remaining part of our journey, 


which was finiſhed next day, when I 
waited on the ladies to the houſe of a 
relation, in which they intended to 
lodge, and paſſing that night at the inn, 
2 lodgings in the morning for my- 
elf. 


The forenoon was ſpent in viſiting 


every thing that was worth ſeeing in 
the place, in company with a gentle- 
man to whom Banter had given me a, 
letter of introduction; and in the af- 
ternoon I waited on the ladies, and 
found Miſs a good deal indiſpoſed with 
the fatigue of the journey, As they. 
foreſaw they ſhould have occaſion for. 
a male acquaintance to ſquire them at 
all publick places, I way received with 
great cordiality, and had the mother's 
commiſſion to conduct them next day 
to the long room, which we no ſooner 
entered, than the eyes of every body 
preſent were turned upon us; and 
when we had ſuffered the martyrdom o 
their looks for ſome time, a whiſper, 
circulated at oyr expence, which was 
accompanied with many contemptuous 
ſmiles, and tittering obſervations, to 
my utter ſhame and confuſion, I did, 


not ſo much conduct as follow my | 


charge to a place where ſhe ſeated her 
mother and herſelf, with aftoniſhing 


compoſure, notwithſtanding the un- 


mannerly behaviour of the whole com-, 
pany, which ſeemed to be aſſumed 
merely to put her out of countenance. 
The celebrated Mr. Nh, who com- 
monly attends in this place, as maſter 


of the ceremonies, perceiving the 


diſpoſition of the 1 lg took up- 
on - himſelf the taſk of gratifying 
their ill-nature ſtill farther, by expo- 
ſing my miſtreſs to the edge of his wit. 


With this view he approached us, with. 


many bows and URIs and after 
having welcomed Miſs Snapper to the 

lace, aſked her, in the hearing of all 
preſent, if ſhe could inform him of the 
name of Tobit's dog. I was ſo much 
incenſed at his inſolence, that I ſhould 
certainly have kicked him where he 
ſtood, without ceremony, had not the 
young lady prevented the effe&s of my 
: | i indignation, 


- 
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indignation, by replying with the ut- 
moſt vivacity,* His name was N—h, and 
* an impudent dog he was. This re- 

rtee, fo unexpected and juſt, raiſed 
neh an univerſal laugh at the aggreſ- 
for, that all his aſſurance was inſuffi- 
cient to ſupport - him under their deri- 


fion ; ſo that after he had endeavoured 


to compoſe himſelf, by 2 ſnuff, 
and forcing a ſmile, he was obliged to 
ſneak off in a very ludicrous attitude; 
while my dulcinea was applauded to 
the ſkies, for the brilliancy of her wit, 
and her acquaintance immediatel 
courted by the beſt people of both ſexes 
P in the room. This event, with which I 
| was infinitely pleaſed at firſt, did not fail 
of alarming me, upon farther reflection, 
when I conſidered that the more ſhe 
was careſſed by perſons of diſtinction, 
the more her pride would be inflamed, 
and conſequently the obſtacles to my 
ſneceſs multiplied and enlarged. Nor 
were my 9 fears untrue. That 
very night 1 perceived her a little in- 
toxicated with the incenſe ſhe had re- 
ceived, and though fhe ftill behaved 
with a particular civility to me, I fore- 
faw, that as ſoon as her fortune ſhould 
he known, the would be ſurrounded 
with a ſwarm of admirers, ſcme one of 
whom might poſſibly, by excelling me 
in point of wealth, or in the arts of 
flattery and ſcandal, ſupplant me in her 
efteem, and find means to make the 
mother of his party. I reſolved there- 
fore to loſe no time, and being invited 
to ſpend the evening with them, found 
an oppaitunity, in ſpite of the old gen- 
tlewoman's vigilance, to explain the 
meaning of my glances in the coach, 
Hy paying homage to her wit, and pro- 
ng myſelf enamoured of her per- 
ſon. She bluſhed at my declaration, 
and in a favourable manner diſapproved 
of the liberty I had taken, putting me 
in mind of our being ſtrangers to each 
other, and defiring I would not be the 
means of interrupting our acquain- 
tance, by any ſuch unſeaſonable ſtrokes 
of gallantry for the future. My ar- 
dour was effectually checked by this 
reprimand, which was, however, de- 
livered in ſuch a gentle manner, that I 


had no eauſe to be diſobliged ; and the 
arrival of her mother relieved me from 
2 dilemma in which I ſhould not have 


known how to demean myſelf a mi- 
nute longer. Neither could I reſume 
| the eaſineſs of carriage with which I 


came in, my miſtreſs ated on the re- 


ſerve, and the converſation beginning 
to flag, the old lady introduced her 
kinſwoman of the houſe, and propoled 
a hand at whiſt. | 

While we amuſed ourſelves at this 
diverſion, I underſtood from the gen- 
tlewoman, that there was to be an il. 
ſembly next night, at which I begged 
to have the honour of dancing with 
Miſs. She thanked me for the favour 
I- intended her, aſſured me, ſhe never 
did dance, but ſignified a deſire of ſee- 
ing the company; when I offered my 
ſervice, which was accepted; not alit- 
tle proud of being exempted from ap- 
pearing with her, in a fituation that, 
notwithſtanding my profeſſion to the 
contrary, was not at all agreeable to 
my inclination. 

Having ſupped, and continued the 
game, till ſuch time as the ſucceſſive 
yawns of the mother warned me to be 


gone, I took my leave, and went home, 
where I made Strap 1 happy with 
. Ne 


an account of my progre ext day 
I put on my gayeſt apparel, and went 
to drink tea at Mrs. Snapper's, ac- 
cording to appointment, when I found 
to wy inexpreſſible ſatisfaQion, that ſhe 
was [aid up with the tooth-ach, and that 


Miſs was to he entruſted to my care. 


Accordingly we ſet out for the ball, 
room, pretty early in the evening, and 
took poſſeſſion of a commodious plate, 
where we had not fat longer than a 
quarter af an hour, when a gentleman 


dreſſed in a green frock came in, leading 


a young lady, whom I immediately 
diſcovered to be the adorable Narciiſa ! 
Good Heaven ! what were the thrillings 
of my ſoul at that inſtant ! my reflec- 
tion was overwhelmed with a torrent of 


_ agitation ! my heart throbhed with fur- 


prizing violence! a ſudden mift over- 


_ ſpread my eyes! my ears were inyaded 


with a dreadful ſound ! J panted for 
want of hreath! and, in ſhort, was for 
ſome minutes intranced! This firſt 
tumult ſubſiding, a crowd of flattering 
ideas ruſhed upon my imagination: 


Every thing that was ſoft, ſenſible, and 


engaging, in the character of that dear 
creature, recurred to my remembrance, 
and every favourable circumſtance of 
my own qualifications appeared in all 
the aggravations of e, to 
heighten my expectation! Neither was 
this tranſport of long duration : ihe 
dread of her being already diſpoſed ot, 
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ing reverie ! My preſaging a prehen- 


fon repreſented her err elel in the 


arms of ſome happy rival, and of con- 
ſequence for ever loſt to me! I was 
ſung with this ſuggeſtion, and believ- 
ing the perſon who conducted her to be 
the huſband of this amiable young la- 
dy, already devoted him to my fury, 
and ſtood up to mark him for my ven- 
eance; when I recollected, to my un- 
peakable joy, her brother, the fox- 
hunter, in the perſon of her gallant, 


Vndeceived ſo much to my ſatis faction 


in this particular, I gazed in a phrenzy 
of Jelight on the : Eſtible charms of 
his ſiſter, who no ſooner diſtinguiſhed 
me in the crowd, than her evident con- 
fuſion afforded a happy omen to my 
flame. At ſight of me ſhe ſtartled, the 
roſes: inſtantly 'vaniſhed from her po- 
liſhed cheeks, and returned in a mo- 
ment with a double glow that over- 


' ſpread her lovely neck, while her en- 


chanting boſom heaved with ſtrong 
emotion, I hailed theſe favourable 
ſymptoms, and lying in wait for her 
looks, did homage with my gyes. She 
ſeemed to approve my declaFation, by 
the complacency of her aſpect; and I 
was ſo tranſported with her diſcovery, 
that more than once I was on the point 
of making up to her, to diſcloſe the 
throbbings af my heart in per ſon, had 
not that profound veneration which her 
preſence always inſpired, reſtrained the 
unſeaſonable impulſe. All my powers 
being ingroſſed jn this manner, it may 
eaſily be imagined how ill I entertained 


Miſs Snapper, on whom I could not 


now turn my eyes, without making 
compariſons. very little to her advan- 
tage. It was not even in my power to 
return diftin& anſwers to the queſtions 
ſhe aſked me from time to time, ſo that 


ſhe could not help'obſerving my abſente” 


of mind; and having a turn for obſerva- 
tion, watched my glances, and tracing 
them to the divine object, diſcovered the 
cauſe of my diſorder. That the might, 
however, be convinced af the truth of 
her conjecture, ſhe began to interro- 
gate me with regard to Narciſſa, and 
notwithſtanding all my endeavours to 
diſguiſe my ſentiments, perceived my 
attachment by my confuſion. Upon 
which ſhe aſſumed a ſtatelineſs of be- 
haviour, and fat filent during the re- 
maining part of the entertainment. At 
apy other time her ſuſpicion would have 
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Jntervened, and over-caft. my. enchant- 


meaning, and having 


Williams. , p 


alarmed me; but now I was elevated 
by my paſſion abovę every other conſi- 
deration. The miſtreſs of my ſoul 
having retired with her brother, I dif- 
covered ſo much uneaſineſs at my ſitua» 
tion, that Miſs Snapper propoſed to go 
home; and while I 2 her to a 
chair, told me ſhe had too great A re- 
gard for me to keep me any longer in 
torment, I feigned 22 of her 

een her ſafely at 
her lodgings, took my leave, and went 
home in an extaſy, where I diſcloſed 
every thing that had happened to my 
confident and humble: ſervant Strap, 
who did not reliſh the accident ſo wel 
as I exported ; and obſerved, that a bird 
in hand is worth two in the buſh, * But 
however, ſaid he, you know beſt, 
© you know beſt.” Next day as I 
went to the pump- room, in hopes of 
ſeeing or hearing ſome tiding of my 
fair enſlaver, I was met by a gentle wa- 
man, who having looked hard at me, 
cried, © O Chriſt, Mr. Random l' Sur- 
prized at this exclamation, I examined , 
the countenance of the perſon Who 
ſpoke, and immediately recognized m 
old ſweetheart and fellow-ſu rer, Mil 


I was mightily pleaſed to find this 
unfortunate: woman under ſuch a de- 
cent appearance, profeſſed my joy at 
ſeeing her.ſo well, and deſired toknow 
where I ſhould have the pleaſure of her 
converſation. She was as heartily re- 
joiced at the apparent eaſineſs o 
fortune, and gave me to know, that 
ſhe, as yet, had no habitation that ſhe 
could properly call her on; but 
would wait on me at any place I ſhould 
pleaſe to appoint, Underſtanding that 
ſhe was unengaged for the preſent, I 
ſhewed her the way tomy own lodgings, . 
where, after a very affectionate — : 
tion, ſhe informed me of her being very 
happy in the ſervice of a young lady 
to whom ſhe was recommended by 4 
former miſtreſs deceaſed, into whoſe .. 
family ſhe had recommended herſelf 
by the honeſt deceit ſhe had concerted | 
while the lived with me in the garret at 
London. She thep expreſſed a vehe- 


ment deſire to be acquainted with the 


viciſſitudes of my life ſince we parted, 3 

and excuſed her 3 on account of  \ + 

the concern ſhe had for my intereſts 

I forthwith gratified her requeſt, and 

when 3 my ſituation in ue | 
1 P. rceived her to attend to my 

ns 
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with particular eagerneſs. She inter- 
rupted me when I had finiſhed that pe- 
riod, with, Good God l is it poli; 
© ble!* and then begged I would be 
ſo good as to continue my relation; 
which 1 did as briefly as I could, burn- 
ing with impatience to know the cauſe 
of her ſurprize, about which I had al- 
ready formed a very intereſting con- 
jecture. When I had brought my ad- 
ventures down to the preſent day, ſhe 
ſeemed very. much aFeQed with the 
different circumſtances of my fortune; 
and ſaying with a ſmile, ſhe believed 
my Aiftre les were now at a period, 
- proceeded to inform me, that the lady 
whom ſhe ſerved was no other than 
the charming Narciſſa, who had ho- 
-noured her with her confidence for 
Tome time; in conſequence of which 
truſt, ſhe had often repeated the ſtory 
of John Brown, with great admiration 
and regard; that ſhe loved to dwell 
upon the particulars of his character, 
and did not ſcruple to own a tender 
4 1 of his flame. I became 
delirious at this piece of intelligence, 
trained Miſs Williams in my em- 
-brace, called her the angel of my hap- 
pineſs, and acted ſuch extravagances, 
that ſhe might have been convinced of 
my fincerity, had ſhe not been ſatisfied 
of my honour before. As ſoon as I 
was in a condition to yield attention, 
ſhe deſoribed the preſent ſituation of her 
miſtreſs, who had no ſooner reached 
F og lodgings the night before, than ſhe 
cloſeted her, and in a rapture of joy, 
gave her to know that ſhe had ſeen me 
at the ball, where I appeared in the 
character which ſhe always thought my 
due, with ſuch adyantage of trans for- 
mation, that unleſs my image had 
been engraven on her heart, it would 
have been impoſſible to know me for 
the perſon who' had worn her aunt's 
_ livery ; that by the language of my 
eyes, ſhe was aſſured of the'continu- 
ance of my paſſion for her, and coꝑſe- 
quently of my being unepgaged to any 
other; and that 7 ſhe Ac not doubt 
Jwould ſpeedily fall upon ſome me- 
_thod of being introduced, ſhe was fo 
. impagient to hear of me, that the (Miſs 
Willispis) had been 5 _— "this 
very morning, on purpoſe to learn the 
. ang 3 * preſent bore, 
My boſom had been hitherto a ſtranger 
to ſuch à flood of joy as now ruſhed 
ypon it: my facultics were overborne 
n r N 8 
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by the tide: it was ſome time beforg 1 
could open. my mouth; and much 
longer ere I could utter a coherent ſen. 
tence. At length, I fervently requeſt. 


ed her to lead me immediately to the 


object of my adoration ;-but ſhe reſiſted 
my umportunity, and explained the 
danger of ſuch premature conduct. 
How favourable ſoever, ſaid ſne, 
my lady's inclination towards you 
* may be, you may depend upon it 
© ſhe will not commit the ſmalleſt treſ. 
c paſe an decorum, either. in diſcloſing 
* her own, or in receiving a declara- 
* tion of your paſſion; and although 
© the great veneration I have for you 
© has prompted me to reveal what ſhe 
* communicated to me in confidence, 
© I know ſo well the ſeverity of her 
* ſentiments with reſpect to the puncti. 
© lios of her ſex, that if ſhe ſhould 
© learn the leaſt ſurmiſe of it, ſhe would 
© not only diſmiſs me as a wretch un- 
* worthy of her benevolence, but alſo 
for ever ſhun the efforts of your love.” 
I aſſented to the juſtneſs of her remon- 
ſtrance, and defired ſhe would aſſiſt me 
with hegadvice and direction: upon 
which, it was concerted between us, 
that for the preſent, I ſhould be con- 
tented with her telling Narciſſa, that in 
the courſe of her, enquiries, ſhe could 
only learn my name: and that if in a 
day or two, I could fall upon no other 
method of - being introduced to hex 
miſtreſs, ſhe would deliver a letter from 
me, on pretence of conſulting her pap 
Be and ſay that I met her in the 
ect, and bribed her to this piece of 
ſervice. Matters being thus adjuſted, 
I kept my old acquaintance to break- 
faſt, and learned, from her converſa- 
tion, that my rival Sir Timothy had 
drunk himſelf. into an apoplexy, o 


' which he died five months ago ; that 


the ſavage was ſtill unmarried; and 
that his aunt had been ſeized with 2 
whim which he little expected, and 
choſen the ſchoolmaſter of the pa- 
riſh for her lord and huſband: but ma- 
trimony not agreeing with her conſti- 
tution, ſhe had been hectic and dropſi- 
cal a good while, and was now at 
Bath in order to drink the waters for 
the recoyery of her health; that her 


_ niece had accompanied her thither at 


her requeſt, and attended her with the 
ſame affection as before, notwithſtand- 
ing the miſtake ſhe had, committed; 
and that her nephew, who had been ex- 
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probation. 
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aſperated at the loſs of her fortune, 
did not give his attendance out of good 
will, but purely to have an eye on his 
ſiſter, leſt the ſhould likewiſe throw her- 
ſelf away, without his conſent or ap- 
Having enjoyed ourſelves 
an this manner, and made an aſſigna- 
tion to meet next dayat a certain place, 
Miſs Williams took her leave; and 


Strap's looks Teng very inquiſitive 
about the nature o 


> of the communica- 
tion ſubſiſting between us, I made him 
acquainted with the whole affair, to 


his great aſtoniſhment and ſatisfaction. 


© i AF: £3, 


1BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH NAR- 
CISSA'S BROTHER, WHOINVITES 
ME TO HIS HOUSE—WHERE I AM 
INTRODUCED TO THAT ADORA- 
BLE CREATURE—AFTER DIN- 
NER, THE SQUIRE RETIRES TO 
TAKE HIS NAP —— FREEMAN, 

- GUESSING, THE SITUATION OF 
MY THOUGHTS, WITHDRAWS 
LIKEWISE ON PRETENCE OP 
BUSINESS8—I DECLARE MY PA9- 
SION TO NARCISSA—AM WELL 
RECEIVED=—CHARMED WITH HER 
CONVERSATION — THE SQUIRE 
DETAINS US TO SUPPER—1 E- 
LUDE HIS DESIGN BY A STRATA» 
GEM, AND GET HOME SOBER, 


Þ the afternoon, I drank tea at the 
houſe of Mr. Freeman, to whom 
J had been recommended by Banter; 
where I had not ſat five minutes, till 
the fox-hunter came in, and by his fa- 
miliar behaviour, appeared to be inti- 
mate with my friend. I was at firſt 


under ſome concern, leſt he ſhould re- 


colle& my features ; but when I found 
myſelf introduced to him as a gentle- 
man from London, without being diſ- 
covered, I bleſſed the opportunity that 
brought me into his company; hop- 
ing, that in the courſe of our acquain- 
tance, he would invite me to his houſe; 
nor were my hopes fruſtrated, for as we 
ſpent the evening together, he grew ex- 
tremely fond of my converſation, aſked 
A great many childiſh queſtions about 

ance and other foreign parts; and 
ſeemed ſo highly entertained with my 
anſwers, that in his cups, he ſhook me 
often by the hand, pronounced me an 


honeſt fellow, and in fine; defired our 


— 
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company at dinner next day; in his 
on houſe. My imagination was ſo 
much employed in anticipating. the 
happineſs I was to enjoy neit day, 


that I ſlept very little that night; but 
riſing early in the morning, went t6 


the place appointed, where I met 


the friend, and imparted to her m 


. 


ſucceſs with the {quiire: - She was v 
much pleaſed at the occaſion, whichz 


ſhe ſaid, could not fail of heing 


able to Nareiſſa, who in ſpite 


Paſſion for me had mentioned ſome 
ſcruples relating to my true ſituation 
and character, which the delicacy of 
her ſentiments ſuggeſted; and which 
ſhe believed I would find it neeeſſary 
to remove, though ſhe did not know 
how. I was a good deal ſtartled at 
this inſinuation, becauſe I foreſaw the 
difficulty I ſhould find in-barely doing 
myſelf juſtice; for although it never 
was my intention toimpoſe myſelfupon 
any woman, much leſs on Narciſſa, as 
a man of fortune, I laid claim to the 
character of a gentleman, by birth, 
education, and behaviour; and yet (ſo 


_ unlucky had the eireumſtances of my 


life fallen out) I ſhould find it a very 
hard matter to make good my preten< 
ſions even to theſe, eſpecially to the 
laſt, which was the moſt eſſential. Miſs 
Williams was as ſenſible as I, of this 
my diſadvantage, but ' comforted me 
with obſerving, that when-onee:a'wo- 
man has beſtowed her affections on 2 
man, ſhe cannot help judging of him 
in all reſpetts, -with a partiality eaſily 
influenced in his favour; ſhe-remark- 
ed, that — ſome ſituations of my 
* had been low, yet none of them 
ad been infamous; that my indi- 
— had been the crime not of me; 
dut of fortune; and that the miſeries 
I had undergone, by improving the 
faculties both of mind and body; qua- 
lifiod me the more for any dignified. 
ſtation; and would of conſequence 
recommend me-to the good graces of 
any ſenſible woman; ſhe therefore ad- 
viſed me to be always open and unre- 


ſerved to the enquiries of my miſtreſs; 


without unneceſſarily betraying the 
meaneſt occurrences of my fate; and 
truſt to the ſtrength of her love and res 
flection for the reſt. The ſentiments 
of this ſenſible young woman on this; 
as well as on almoſt every other ſub- 
je&, re agreed with mine; 1 
thanked hier for the care ſhe took of my 

| „ inteteſls; 


-initereſts, and promiſing to behave my- 


12 after ſhe had aſſured me, that 
1 might depend upon her beft offices 
with her miſtreſs, and that ſhe would 
from time to time] communicate to 
me ſuch intelligence as ſhe ſhould pro- 
cure, relating to my flame. —_— 
dreſſed myſelf to the beſt advantage, 


waited for the time of dinner with the 


moſt fearful impatience: and as the. 


Hour: drew nigh, my heart beat with 
ſuch increaſed velocity, and oy ſpirits 
contraſted ſuch diſorder, that I began 
to ſuf 


pect my' reſolution, and even to 


wein myſelf diſengaged : at laſt Mr. 


Freeman called at my lodgings, in his 
„ and I accompanied him to the 

- houſe where all my happineſs was de- 
poſited. We were very kindly received 
the ſquire, who fat ſmoaking his 
pipe in a parlour, andaſked if we choſe 
to drink any thing before dinner; 
though I never had more occaſion for a 
cordial; I was aſhamed to accept his 
offer, which was alſo refuſed by my 
ftiend. We ſat down, however, and 
entered into converſation, which laſted 


half an hour, ſo that I had time to re- 


colle& myſelf; and (ſo capricious 
were my thoughts) even to hope that 
Nareiſſa would not appear; when all 
of a fudden, a ſervant coming in, gave 
us notice that dinner was upon the ta- 
ble; and my perturbation returned 
with ſuch violence, that I could ſcarce 
conceal it from the company as I aſ- 

nded the ftair-caſe. When J entered 

e dining · room, the firſt object that 
ſaluted my raviſhed eyes, was the di- 
vine Nareiſſa, 'bluſhing like Aurora, 
 &dorned with all the graces that meek- 
nefs, innocence and beauty can dif- 
fuſe! I was ſeized with a giddineſs, 
my knees tottered, and I ſcarce had 
ſtrength enough to perform the cere- 
many of ſalutation, when her brother 
flapping me on the ſhoulder, cried, 
0 Meaſter Randan, that there is my 

« ſiſter.” I approached her with ea- 
| s and fear; but in the moment 
of our embrace, my ſoul was RING 
with rapture! It was a lucky circum- 
ſtance for us both, that my enter- 
tainer was not endued with an uncom- 
mom ſtock of penetration; for our mu- 
tual confuſion was ſo manifeſt, that 
Mr. Freeman perceived it, and as we 
Went home together, congratulated 
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ſelf according to her direction, we 


— 


me on my good fortune. But ſo fir 
was Bruin from entertaining the leaſt 
ſuſpicion, that he encouraged me to 
begin a converſation with my miſtreſs 
in a language unknown to him, hi 

telling her, that he had brought a gen- 
tleman who could jabber with her in 
French and other foreign lingos, as 
faſt as ſhe pleaſed: then turning tome, 
ſaid, * Odds bods! I wiſh you would 
© hold difcourſe with her in your 
© French or Italiano; and tell me if 
© ſhe underſtands it as well as ſhe 
-< would be thought to do—there's her 


© aunt and ſhe will chatter together 


6 whole 7 in it, and I can't have a 
* mouthful of Engliſh for love or mo- 
* ney.* I conſulted the look of my 
amiable miſtreſs, and found her a- 
vexſe to his propoſal, which indeed ſhe 
declined with a ſweetneis of denial pe- 
cular to herſelf, as a piece of diſreſpe& 
to that part of the company which did 
not underſtand the language in queſ- 
tion. As I had the E of ſittin 
oppoſite to her, I feaſted my eyes mock 
more than my palate, which ſhe tempted 
in vain with the moſt delicious bits carv- 
ed by her fair hand, and recommended 


by her perſuaſive tongue; but all my 


other appetites were ſwallowed up in 
the immenſity of my love, which I fed 
by 8 yon the delightful 
object. Dinner was ſcarce ended, when 
the 1 became very drowzy, ànd 
after ſeveral dreadful yawns, got up, 
ſtretched himſelf, took two or three 
turns acroſs the room, begged we would 
allow him to take a ſhort nap, and hav- 
ing laid a ſtrong injunction on his ſiſ- 


ter to detain us till his return, went to 


his repoſe without any farther cere- 
mony. He had net been gone many 
minutes, when Freeman gueſſing the 


ſituation of my heart, and thinking he 


could not do me a greater favour, than 
to leave me alone with Narciſſa, pre- 
tended to recolle& himſelf all of a ſud- 
den, and —_— up, begged the lady's 
3 for half an hour, for he had 

uckily remembered an engagement of 
ſome conſequence, that he muſt per- 
form at that inſtant; ſo ſaying, he 
took his leave, promiſing to come back 
time enough for tea; leaving my miſ- 
treſs and me in great confuſion. Now 
that I enjoyed an opportunity of diſ- 
cloſing the pantings of my ſoul, I had 
not power to uſe it. I ſtudied many, 


.--_ pathetic 
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thetic 8 but when I at- 
tempted to give them utterance, my 
— denied it's office; and ſhe fat 
filent, with a downcaſt look full of 
anxious alarm, her boſom heaving with 
expectation of ſome great event. At 
length, I endeavoured to put an end 
to this ſolemn pauſe, and began with, 
It is very ſurprizing, Madam—'' Here 
the ſound dying away, I made a full 
ſtop, while Narciſſa ſtarting, bluſhed, 
and with a timid accent, anſwered, 
sir?“ Confounded at this note of 
interrogation, I pronounced with the 
moſt ſheepiſh baſhfulneſs, * Madam!“ 
To which ſhe replied, © I beg pardon, 
I thought _ had ſpoke to me. 
Another pauſe enſued, I made another 
effort, and though my voice faultered 
very much at the beginning, made ſhift 
to expreſs 'myſelf in this manner: 
© I ſay, Madam, tis very ſurprizing 
that love ſhould act ſo inconſiſtent 
« with itſelf, as to deprive it's votaries 
of the uſe of their faculties when 
they have moſt need of them. Since 
© the happy occaſion of being alone with 
© you preſented itlelf, I have made ma- 
«© ny unſucceſsfu} attempts to declare 
© x paſſion for the lovelieſt of her ſex, 
a paſſion which took poſſeſſion of my 
« ſoul, | while my cruel fate compelled 
me to wear a ſervile diſguiſe ſo un- 
© ſuitable to my birth, ſentiments, and 
© let me add, my deſerts; yet favour- 
© able in one reſpeR, as it furniſhed 
© me with opportunities of ſeeing and 
© adoring your perfections. Ves, Ma- 
dam, 1t was then your dear idea en- 
© tered my boſom, where it has lived 
© unimpaired'in'the midſt of number- 
© leſs cares, and animated me againſt 
a thouſand dangers and calamities!“ 
While I ſpoke'thus, ſhe concealed her 
face with her fan, and when I ceaſed 
ſpeaking, recovering herſelf from the 
moſt beautiful confuſion, told me, ' ſhe 
thought herſelf very much obliged 
by my favourable opinion of her; and 
that ſhe was very ſorry to hear I had 
been unfortunate. . this 
gentle reply, I proceeded, owned my- 
If falficiently recompenſed by her 
kind compaſſion for what I had under- 


ne, and declared' that -the future 
ppineſs of my life ded ſolely 
upon her. Sir,“ ſaid the, I ſhould 


© be very ungrateful, if after the ſig- 
nal protection you once afforded me, 
I ſhould refuſs to contribute towards 


"RANDOM, 
your happineſs, in any reaſonable 
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-I gazed with unutterable 


© condeſcenſion.” Tranſported at this | 
acknowledgment, I threw. myſelf at 
her feet, and begged ſhe would regt 
my paſſion with à favourable eye. She 
was alarmed at my behaviour; intredt- 
ed me to riſe, leſt her brother ſhout4 BL 
cover me in that poſture; and to ſpare 
her, for the preſent, upon a ſubject fox 
which the was altogether unprepare, 
In 3 this remonſtrance, 
I roſe, aſſuting her I would rather 5 
than diſobey; but in the mean time 
begged her to conſider how precious 
the minutes of this opportunity were, 
and what reſtraint I put upon my in- 
clination, in facrificing them to her 
defire. She ſmiled with unſpeakable 
ſweetneſs, and ſaid, there would 
no want of opportunities, provides] 
could maintain the good opinion he 
brother had conceived of me; and I, 
enchanted by her charms, ſeized Het 
hand, which I well nigh devoured with 
kiſſes. But ſhe erke my boldneſt 
with a ſeverity of countenance; an 
deſired I would not ſo far forget myſelf 
to her, as to endanger the eſteem the 
had for me; ſhe reminded me of our 
being almoſt ſtrangers to each other; 
and of the neceſſity there was for her 
knowing me better, before the could 
take any reſolution in my favour ; and, 
in ſhort, mingled ſo much good ſenſe 
and complacency in her reproof, that 
I became as much enamoured of her 
underſtanding, as I had been before 
her beauty, and aſked pardon for my 
preſumption with the utmoſt reverence 
of conviction. She forgave my offence - 
with her uſual affability; and ſeal 
my pardon with a look fo full of he- 
witching tenderneſs, that for ſome mi- 
nutes, my ſenſes were loſt in extaſy! 
I afterwards endeavoured to regulate 
my behaviour according to her deſire, 
and turn the converſation upon a more 
indifferent ſubje&t; but her preſence 
was an unſurmountable obſtacle to my 
deſign : while I beheld ſo much excel- 
tence, I found it impoſſible to call my 
attention from the contemplation of it ; 
besass i 
grew mad with admiration. © M 
© condition is unſupportahle l' criedT, 
© I am diſtracted with paſſion! why 
© are you ſo exquiſitely fair? Why 
are you ſo enchantingly good? 
Why has nature dignified you wick 
« charms fo much above the _—_— 2 


: 4 4 N N 
* . * 
” 7 | 
by | 
1 


© how dares my unworthineſs aſpire 
„to the enjoyment of ſuch pertec- 
„ rt tou. 

She was ſtartled at my ravings, rea- 
foned down my tranſport, IE by het 
_ rrefiſtible eloquence, ſoottied my ſoul 
into a ſtate of tranquil felicity z but left 


__ Amught ſuffer a relapſe, induſtriouſly 


womoted other ſubjects to entettairt my 
imagination; ſhe chid me for having 
— to enquire about her aunt, who, 
the aſſured me, in the midſt of all her 
abſence of temper, and detachment 
from common affairs, often talked of 
me with uncommon warmth. I pro- 
feſſed my veneration for the good lady, 
excuſed my omiſſion, by imputing it to 
the violence of my love, which engroſ- 
ſed my whole ſoul, and deſired to know 
the ſituation of her health. Upon 
Which, the amiable Narciſſa repeated 
| What I had heard before of her mar- 
riage, with all the tenderneſs for her 
reputation that the ſubject would ad- 
mit of; told me ſhe lived with her huſ- 
band, hard by, and was fo much af- 
flifted with the dropſy, and waſted by 
à conſumption, t the had ſinall 
© hopes of her recovery. Having expreſ- 
ſed my ſorrow for her diſtemper, I 
queſtioned her about my good friend 
Mrs: Sagely, who learned (to my'great 
fatisfa&ion) was ſtill in good health, 
and who had by the encomiums ſhe be- 
ſtowed upon me after I was gone, con- 
firmed the favourable impreſſions my 
| behaviour at parting had made on Nar- 
cifſa's heart. The circumſtance in- 
troduced an enquiry into the conduct 
of Sir Timothy Thicket, who ſhe in- 
formed me had found means to in- 
cenſe her brother ſo much againſt me, 
that ſhe found it impoſſible to unde- 

' ceive him; but, on 5 ſuf- 


fered very much in her own character, 


by his ſcandalous inſinuations. That 
the whole pariſh was alarmed, and ac- 
tually in purſuit of me; ſo that ſhe 
had been in the utmoſt conſternation 
upon my account, well knowing how 
little my own innocence and her teſti- 
mony would have weighed with the 
ignorance, prejudice, injuſtice and bru- 
tality, of thoſe who mult have judged 
ine, had I been apprehended. | That 
Sir Timothy having been ſeized with 
a fit of the apoplexy, from which with 

tdifficulty he was recovertd, began 


to be apprehenſive of death, and to 


* 
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4 of women j and, wretch that I am, 


prepare himſelf, accerdingly for th 


great event; as a ſtep of which he ſe 
For —4 brother, owned with great Fog 


trition the brutal deſign he had upon 
her, and of conſequence acquitted me 


of the aſſault, robbery, and correſpon- 


dente with her, which he had Jaid to 


my charge; after which confeſſion he 


lived about a month in a languiſhin 
if by a 


condition, and was carned 6 
cond aſſault. f 
very word that this dear creature 
ſpoke, rivetted the chains with which 
je held me enſlaved! My miſchievouz 
fancy began to work, and the tempeſt 
of my paſſion to wake again; ow 


* a le. 


the return of Freeman . deſtroyed the 


tempting opportunity, and enabled me 
to 1 the riſing tumult. A little 
while after, the ſquire ſtaggered inte 
the room, rubbin flies es, and called 
for his tea, which he drank out of a 
ſmall bowl qualified with brandy, 
while we took it in the uſual way, 
Narcifla left us in order to viſit her 
aunt, and when Freeman and I pro. 
EOS to take our leave, the — 

unter inſiſted on our ſpending the 
evening at his houſe with ſuch obſti. 
nacy. of affection, that we were ob- 
liged to comply. For my own part, 
I ſhould have been glad of the invita- 
tion, by which, in all likelihood, I 
ſhould be bleſt with more of his ſiſter's 
company, had I not been afraid of 
riſking her eſteem by entering into a 
debauch of drinking with him, which, 
from the knowledge of his character, 
I foreſaw would happen; but there 
was no remedy. I was forced to rely 
upon the ſtrength of my conſtitution, 
which I hoped would reſiſt intoxica- 
tion longer than the ſquire's; and to 
truſt to the good - nature and diſcretion. 
of my miſtreſs for the reſt. 

Our entertainer reſolving to begin 
betimes, ordered the table to be fur- 
niſhed with liquor and glaſſes imme - 
diately after tea, but ve abſolutely re- 
fuſed to ſet in for drinking ſo ſoon; 
and prevailed upon him to paſs away 
an hour or two at whiſt, in which we 
engaged as ſoon. as Narciſſa returned. 
The ſavage and I happened to be part- 
ners at firſt, and as my thoughts were 
wholly employed in a more r 
game, I played ſo ill that he loſt a 
patience, ſwore bitterly, and threa- 
tened to call for wine if they would 
not grant him another aſſociate. 20 
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are was gratified, and Nareiſſa and 
_ of a ſide; he won for the ſame 
reaſon that made him loſe before; I 


was ſatisfied, my lovely partner did 


not repine, and the time flipped away 
yery_.agreeably, until we were told 


that ſupper was ſerved in another 


: The ſquire was enraged to find the 
evening ſo unprofitably ſpent, and 


 wreaked his vengeance on the cards, 


which he tore, and committed to the 
flames with many execrations ; threa- 
tening to make us redeem our loſs wi 

a large glaſs and quick circulation; 
and indeed we had no ſooner ſupped, 
and my charmer withdrawn, than he 
began to put his threats in execution, 
Three bottles of port (for he drank 
no other ſort of wine) were placed be- 
fore us, with as many water-glaſſes, 
which were immediately filled to the 
brim, after his example, by each out 


of his reſpective allowance, and emp- 


tied in a trice, To the beſt in Chriſ- 
« tendom.* Though I ſwallowed this, 


and the next. as faſt as the glaſs could 


be repleniſhed, without helitation or 
ſhew of reluctance, I perceived that 
my brain would not be able to bear 
many bumpers of this fort; and dread- 
ing the perſeverance of a champion 
who began with ſuch vigour, I deter- 
mined to make up for the deficiency of 
my ſtrength by a ſtratagem, which I 
actually put in practice when the ſe- 
cond courſe of bottles was called for. 
The wine being ſtrong and heady, I 
was already a good deal diſcompoſed 
by the diſpatch we had made; Free- 
man's eyes began to reel; and Bruin 
himſelf was eleyated into a long, which 
he uttered with great vociferation. 
When I therefore ſaw the ſecond round 
brought in, I aſſumed a gay air, en- 
tertained him with a French catch on 
the ſubje& of drinking, which, though 
he did not underſtand it,” delighted 
him highly, and telling him that your 
choice ſpirits at Paris never troubled 
themſelves with glaſſes, aſked if he had 


not a bowl or cup in the houſe that 


would contain a whole quart of wine. 
© Odds niggers!* cried he, I have a 
© filver caudle-cup that holds juſt the 
quantity, for all the world—fetch it 


* hither, Numps. The veſſel being 


produced, I bade him decant his bot- 
tle into it, which he having done, I 


and ſaid, © Pledge you. He ſtared at 
me for ſome time, and er ing, What! 
* all at one pull, Meaſter Randan “ 


I anſwered, * At one pull ! Sir, you 
© are no milk-ſop; we ſhall do o 


« juſtice.”—" Shall you ?* ſaid he, ſhak- 
ing me by the band ; © odd then, I'll 
© ſeeit out, an't were a mile to the bot= 
tom. Here's to our better acquain- 
* tance, Meaſter Randan.* So ſaying, 
he applied it to his lips, and emptied 
it in a breath. I knew the effect of it 
would be almoſt inſtantaneous ; there- 
fore taking the cup, began to diſcharge 
my bottle into it, telling him he was 
now qualified to drink with the Cham 
of Tartary. 'I had no ſooner pro- 
nounced theſe words, than he topk um- 
brage at them, and after ſeveral at- 
tempts to ſpit, made ſhift to ſtutter 
out, A f—t for your Chams of 1 
© Tartary! I am a f—f—free-born 
© Engliſhman, worth th—three thou- 


* ſand a year, and v—value no man, 


* damme!” Then dropping his jaw, 
and fixing his eyes, he hickuped aloud, 


and fell upon the floor as mute as a 
flounder. Mr. Freeman, heartily glad 


at his defeat, aſſiſted me in carrying 
him to bed, where we left him to the 
care of his ſervants, and went home 
to our reſpective habitations congra- 
tulating one another on aur good 
fortune. * 75 


CHAP. XXI. 


MISS WILLIAMS INFORMS ME OF 
NARCISSA'S APPROBATION OF 
MY FLAME— I APPEASE THE 
SQUIRE—WRITE TO MY MIS- 

 TRESsS, AM BLESSED WITH AN 

 ANSWER—BEG LEAVE OF HER 
BROTHER TO DANCE WITH HER 
AT A BALL; OBTAIN HIS CON» 
SENT AND HER'S—ENJOY.A PRI- 
VATECONVERSATION WITH HER 

_—AMPERPLEXEDWITH REFLEC- 
TIONS—HAVE THE HONOUR OF 
APPEARING HER PARTNER AT A 
BALL—WE ARE COMPLIMENTED 
BY A CERTAIN NOBLEMAN—HE 
DISCOVERS SOME SYMPTOMS OP 
A PASSION FOR NARCISSA—TI AM 
STUNG WITH JEALOUSY-——NARs 
CISSA ALARMED, RETIRES —1 
OBSERVE MELINDAIN THE COM» 
| | PANY 


nodded in a very deliberate” manner, 
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\ PANY— THE SQUIRE 15;/CAPTI» 
+ YATED BY HER BEAUTY.; f 


I Was met next morning, at the uſual 
place, by Miſs Williams, who gave 

ogreſs I had made in 
r miſtreſs, and bleſſed 


me jay. of the 
the affeRion of 


me with an accaunt of that dear crea- 


_ ture's converſation with her, after ſhe 
| had retired the night before from our 
company. I 495 
information, when ſhe recounted her 
expreſſions in my favour, ſa much 
more warm and paſſionate were they 
than my molt ianguine hopes had pre- 
ſaged; and was Staley pleaſed to 
hear that ſhe approved of my behavi- 
our to her brother after ſhe with- 
drew. Tranſported at the news of my 
happineſs, I preſented my ring to the 

— 4 as a teſtimony of my gra- 
titude and ſatis faction; but ſhe was 
above ſuch mercenary conſiderations, 
and refuſed my ee with ſome 
reſentment, ſaying, ſhe was not a little 
mortified to ſee my opinion of her ſo 
low and contemptible. _I did myſelf 
a piece of juſtice, * explaining my be- 
haviour on this head, and to convince 
her of my eſteem, promiſed to be ruled 
by ber directions in the 13 of 
the whole affair, which 
at heart, that the xepoſe of my life de- 
pended upon the conſequence. 

As I fervently wiſhed for another 
Interview, where I might er out the 
 effuſhons of my love without danger 
of being interrupted, and perhaps reap 
ſome endearing return from the queen 
of my deſires; I implored her advice 
and aſſiſtance in promoting this event: 
but ſhe gave me to underſtand, that 
Nurciſſa would make no precipitate 
compliances of this kind, and that I 


would do well to cultivate her brother's 


acquaintancez in the .courſe of which, 
I ſſiould not want opportunities of re- 
moving that reſerve which my miſtreſs 
thought herſelf obliged to maintain 
durivg the mfancy of our correſpon- 
gence. In the mean time, ſhe promiſed 
to tell her lady that I had endeayoured, 
by preſents and perſuaſions, to prevail 
upon her (Miſs Williams) to deliver 
2 letter from me, which ſhe had re- 
fuſed to charge herſelf. with, until ſhe 
ſhould know Narcifla's ſentiments of 
| the matter; and faid, by theſe means 
| ſhe did not doubt of being able to open 
n literary communication between us, 


0 
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ſcarce believe her 


had ſo much 


which could not fail of introducing 
more intimate connex ions. . 
I approved of her counſel, and our 
appointment being renewed for next 
day, left her with an intent of falling 
upon ſome method of being reconciled 
to the ſquire, who I ſuppoſed would 
be offended with the trick we had put 
upon him. With this view, I conſulted 
Freeman, who, from his knowledge of 
the fox-hunter's diſpoſition, aſſured me 
there was no other method of pacifying 
him, than that of ſacrificing ourſel ves 
for one night, to an equal match with 
him in drinking: this expedient I found 
myſelf neceſſitated to comply with, 
for the intereſt of my paſſion, and 
therefore determined to commit the 
debauch at my own lodgings, that I 
might run no riſk of being Feovered 
by Narciſſa in a ſtate of brutal dege- 
neracy. Mr. Freeman, who was to be 
of the party, went, at my deſire, to 
the ſquire, in order to engage -him, 
while I took care to furniſh myſelf for 
his reception. My invitation was ac- 
cepted, my gueſts honoured me with 
their company in the evening, when 
Bruin gave me to underftand that he 
had drank many tuns of wine in his 
life, but was never ſerved ſuch a trick 
as I had played upon him the night be- 
fore, I promiſed to'atone for my 
treſpaſs, and having ordered to ever 
man his bottle, began the conteſt . 
a bumper to the health. of Narciffa, 
The toaſts circulated with great devo- 
tian, the liquor began to operate, our 
mirth grew noiſy, and as Freeman and 
I had the advantage of drinking ſmall 
rench claret,.the favage was effectual- 
ly tamed before our ſenſes were in the 
leaſt affected, and carried home in an 
apoplexy of drunkenneſs. 
I was next morning, as uſual, fa- 
voured with a viſit from my kind and 
punctual confidante, who telling me 
ſhe was permitted to receive my letters 


for er miſtreſs ; I took up the pen im- 


mediately, and following the firſt dic- 
tates of my paſſion, wrote ag follows; 


| © DEAR MADAM, 


© WKX7YFERE it poſſible for the 

VV © powers of utterance to re- 
© yeal the ſoft emotions of my ſoul, 
© the fond anxiety, the glowing 
« hopes, the chilling fears, that ruls 


© my 
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ex witneſs than this paper,. to 
evince the purity and ardour'of that 
flame your charms have kindled in 
my heart. But alas! expreſſion 
wrongs my love! I am inſpired with 
conceptions that no language can con- 
vey! Your beauty fills me with won- 
der! your underſtanding with ravith- 
ment, and your goodneſs with ado- 
ration! I am tranſported with de- 
fire, diſtracted with doubts, and 
tortured with impatience! Suffer me 
then, lovely arbitreſs of my fate, to 
approach you in perſon, to breathe 
in ſoft murmurs my paſſion to your 
ear, to offer the ſacrifice of a heart 
overflowing with the moſt genuine 
and diſintereſted love; to, gaze with 
extaly on the divine object of my 
wiſhes, to hear the muſic of her en- 
chanting tongue! and to rejoice in 
her ſmiles of approbation, which 
will baniſh the moſt intolerable ſu- 
ipence from the boſom of your en- 
* raptured 


6 R— Rom, 


Having finiſhed this effuſion, I com- 
mitted it to the care of my faithful 
friend, with an injunction to ſecond 
my entreaty with her eloquence and in- 


fluence; and in the mean time went to 


dreſs, with an intention of viſiti 
Mrs. Snapper and Miſs, whom I ha 
utterly neglected and indeed almoſt 
forgot, ſince my dear Narciſſa had re- 
fumed the empire of my ſoul. The 
old gentlewoman received me very 
kindly, and Miſs affected a frankneſs 
and gaiety, which, however, I could 


_ eaſily perceive were forced and diſſem- 


bled; among other things, ſhe pre- 
tended to joke me upon my paſſion for 
Narciſſa, which ſhe averred was no ſe- 
cret, and afked if I intended to dance 
with her at the next aſſembly. I was 
a good deal concerned to find myſelf 
become the town-talk-on this ſubject, 
leſt the ſquire, having notice of my in- 
clinations, ſhould diſapprove of them, 
and by breaking off all correſpondence 
with me, deprive me of the opportuni- 


ties I now enjoyed. But I reſolved to 


uſe the intereft I had with him, while 
it laſted; and that very night meeting 
him occaſionally, . aſked his permiſſion 


to ſolicit her company at the ball, 


which he very readily granted, to my 
inexpreſſible ſatis faction. wat 


mo Robrrrck RANG 
ot 


Havin been kept awake the greateſt 


125 the night, by a thouſand de- 


ightful reveries that took poſſeſſion of 
my fancy, I got up betimes, and fly- 


ing to the place of rendez vous, had in 
a li 


ttlo time the pleaſure of ſeeing Miſs 
Williams approach with a ſmile on her 
countenance, which I interpreted into 
a good omen. Neither was I miſtaken 
in my preſage.: ſhe preſented me with 


Aletter from the idol of my ſoul, which, 
after having kiſſed it devoutly, I open- 


ed with the utmoſt eagerneſs, and was 
bleſſed with her approbation in theſe 


terms. 


4 
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© 9. fiyT look upon you within- 


* 


difference, would be a piece of 
© diſſimulation, which I think no de- 
* corum 1 and no cuſtom can 
juſtify, As my heart never felt an 
« impreſhon that my tongue was a- 
6 ſhamed to declare, I will not ſcru- 
c ple to own myſelf pleaſed with your 
© paſſion, confident of your integrity, 
© and fo well convinced of my own 
c diſcretion, that I ſhould not heſitate 
in granting you the interview you 


deſire, were I not over-awed by 


* the prying curiolity of a malicious 
« world, the cenſure of which might 
© be fatally prejudicial to the reputa- 
© tion of your Ely 
© NARCISSA,? 


No anchorite in the extaſy of devo» 
tion ever adored a relique with more 
fervour than, that with which I kiſſed 
this inimitable proof of my charmer's 
candour, generoſity, and affection l I 
read it over an hundred times; was ra- 
viſhed with her confeſſion in the be- 
ginning; but the os of your 
Narcifla, yielded me ſuch delight as 1 
had never felt before! My happineſs 
was ſtill increaſed by Miſs Williams, 
who bleſſed me with a repetition of her 
lady's tender expreſſions in my favour, 
when ſhe received and read my letter, - 
In ſhort, I had all the reaſon in the 
world to believe that this gentle crea- 


ture's boſom was poſſeſſed by a paſſion 


for me, as warm, 8 perhaps not 
ſo impetuous, as mine for her. 

I informed my friend of the ſquire s 
conſent to my dancing with Narciſſa 
at the ball, and deſired her to tell her 
miſtreſs, that I would do myſelf the 
honour of viſiting her in ternoon, 
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-I hoped fo find her as indulgent as her 
brother had been complaiſant in that 


13 particular. Miſs Williams expreſſed 
a good deal of joy, at hearing I was 


ſo much in favour with the fox-hun, 
ter, and ventured to aſſure me, that my 
viſit would be very agreeable to my 
miſtreſs, the rather becauſe Bruin 
was engaged to dine abroad. This 
was .a circumſtance, which I ſcarce 
need ſay, pleaſed me. I went im- 
. to the long room, where I 
found him, and affecting to know no- 
thing of his engagement, told him, I 
would do myſelf the pleaſure to wait 
upon him in the afternoon, and to 

reſent his ſiſter with a ticket for the 

all. He ſhook me by the hand, ac- 
cording to cuſtom, and giving me to 
underitand that he was to dine abroad, 


defired me to go and drink tea with 


Narcifſa notwithſtanding, and pro- 
miſed to prepare her for my viſit in 
the mean time. 

Every thing ſucceeding thus to my 
wiſh, I waited with incredible impa- 
tience for the time, which no ſooner 
arrived, than J haſtened to the ſcene, 
which my fancy had pre-occupied long 
before. I was introduced according- 
ly, to the dear enchantreſs, whom 1 

ound accompanied by Miſs Wil- 
liams, who, on pretence of ordering 
tea, retired at my approach. This 
favourable - accident, which alarmed 
my whole ſoul, diſordered her alſo. I 
found myſelf actuated by an irreſiſtible 
impulſe, I advanced to her with eager- 


neis and awe; and profiting by the 


confuſion that prevailed over her, claſp- 
ed the fair angel in my arms, and im- 
printed a glowing kiſs upon her lips, 


more ſoft and 7 than the dewy 


roſe-bud juſt burſting from the ſtem ! 
Her face. was in an inſtant covered 
with bluſhes, her eyes ſparkled with 
reſentment ; I threw myſelf at her feet, 
and implored her pardon. Her love 
became advocate in my cauſe ; her look 
ſoftened into forgiveneſs, ſhe raiſed me 

, and chid pe with ſo much ſweet- 
neſs of diſpleaſure, that I ſhould have 
been tempted to repeat the offence, 
Had nat the coming of a ſervant with 


the tea-board, prevented my . 


tion. While we were ſubje& to 

Interrupted or overheard, we conver- 
ſed about the approaching ball, at 
Which the promiſed to. grace me as a 
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partner; but when the equipage wat 
removed, and we were left alone, 

reſumed the more interelting theme 
and expreſſed myſelf with ſuch tran. 
port and. agitation, that my miſtreſs, 
fearing I would commit ſome extrava- 
gance, rung the bell for her maid, 
whom the detained in the room, as 3 


check upon my vivacity: I was not 


ſorry for this precaution, becauſe ] 


could unboſom myſelf without reſerve 


before Miſs Williams, who was the 
confidante of us both. I thereforg 


gave a looſe to the inſpirations of my 


paſſion, which operated ſo ſucceſsfully 
upon the tender affections of Narciſſa 
that ſhe laid aſide the conſtraint ſhe ha 
hitherto wore, and bleſſed me with the 
moſt melting declaration of her mu- 
tual flame! It was impoſſible for me 


to forbear taking the advantage of | 


this endearing condeſcenſion. She now 
gently yielded to my embraces, while 
I encircling all that I held dear within 
— arms taſted in advance the joyy 
of that paradile I hoped in a little time 
wholly to poſſeſs! We ſpent the after. 
noon in all the extaſy of hope that the 
moſt fervent love exchanged by mutual 
vows could inſpire; and Mifs Wil- 
lams was ſo much affected with our 


chaſte careſſes, which recalled the fad 


remembrante of what ſhe was, that her 


eyes were filled with tears. 


The evening being pretty far advan- 
ced, I forced myſelf from the dear ob- 
jet of my flame, who indulged me in 
a tender embrace at parting ; and re- 
pairing to my lodgings, communicated 
to my friend Strap every circumſtance 
of my happineſs, which filled him with 
ſo much pleaſure, that it ran,over at his 
eyes; and he prayed heartily that no 
envious devil might, as formerly, daſh 
the cupof bleſſing from my lip. When 
I reflected on what had happened, and 
eſpecially on the unreſerved proteſta- 


tions of Narcifla's love, I could not help 


being amazed at her ↄmitting to enquire 
into the particular circumſtances of lifg 
and fortune of one whom ſhe had f- 


voured with her affection, and I began 


to be a little anxious about the ũtuãtion 
of her finances; well knowing that I 
ſhould do an irreparable injury to the 
perſon my ſoul held moſt dear, if I 
thould eſpouſe her, without being able 
to ſupport her in the rank which 
was certainly her due. I had heard, 
indeed, while I ſerved her aunt, * 
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der father had left her a conſidera - 
ble ſum ; and thatevery body believed 
ſhe would inherit the greateſt part of 
her kinſwoman's dowry, but I did not 
know how far ſhe might be reſtricted 
by the old entleman's will, in the en- 
joyment © what he left her; and I 
was too well informed of the virtuoſo's 
late conduct, to think my miſtreſs could 
have any expectations from that quarter. 
J confided, however, in- the good ſenſe ' 
and policy of my charmer, who I was | 
ſure would not conſent to unite her 
fate with mine, before ſhe had fully 
conſidered and provided for the con- 
ſequence, . | 
The ball night being arrived, I dreſ- 
ſed myſelf in a ſuit I had reſerved for 
ſome grand occaſion ; and having drank 
tea with Narciſſa and her brother, con- 
ducted my angel to the ſcene, where ſhe 
in a moment eclipſed all her female 
competitors for beauty, and attracted 
the admiration of the whole aſſembly. 
My heart dilated with pride on this oc- 
calon, and my triumph rejected all 
bounds; when, after we had danced 
together, a certain nobleman, remark- 
able for his figure and influence in the 
beau monde, came up, and in the hears 
ing of all preſent, honoured us with a 
very particular compliment, upon our 
accompliſhments and appearance : but 
this tranſport was ſoon checked, when 
I perceived his lordſhip. attach himſelf 
with great aſſiduity to my miſtreſs ; 
and ſay ſome warm things, which, I 
thought, ſavoured too much of paſſion. 
It was then I began to feel the pangs 
of jealouſy; I dreaded the power and 
addreſs of my rival; I ſickened at his 
diſcourſe; when ſhe opened her lips to 
anſwer, my heart died within me; 
when ſhe ſmiled, I felt the pains of the 
damned! I was enraged at his pre- 
ſumption ; I curſed her complaiſance 
at length he quitted her, and went to 
the other ſide of the room. Narciſſa 
ſuſpecting nothing. of the rage that in- 
flamed me, put ſome queſtions to me, 
as ſoon as he was gone, to which I 
made no reply, but aſſumed a grim look, 
which too well denoted the agitation of 
my breaſt, and ſurprized her not a lit- 
tle, She no ſooner obſerved my emo- 
tion, than ſhe changed colour, and aſk- 
ed , what ailed me. But before I 
could make anſwer, her brother pulling 
me by the ſleeve, bade me take notice 
of a lady who ſat fronting us, whom I 
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immediately, to my vaſt aſtoniſhment, . 
diſtinguiſhed to be Melinda, accompa- 
nied by her mother, and an elderly 
gentleman whom I did not know. 
* Wounds! Mr. Randan, ' cried the 
ſquire, * is ſhe not a delicate piece of 
«* ſtuff? *Sdeath! IT have a good mind, 
© if I thought ſhe was a ſingle per- 
* ſon.” Notwithſtanding the perplexity 
I was in, I had reflection enough to 
foreſee that my paſſion might ſuffet 
greatly by the preſence of this lady, 
all probability would revenge 
herſelf upon me for having formal 
diſgraced her, by ſpreading reports to 
my prejudice. k was therefore alarm- 
ed at theſe ſymptoms of the ſquire's 
admiration ; and for ſome time did not 
know what reply to make, when he 
aſked my opinion of her beauty: * 
length I came to a determination, and 
told him that her name was Melinda, 
that ſhe had a fortune of ten thanized g 
pounds, and was ſaid to be under pro- 
miſe of marriage to a certain lord, who 
deferred his nuptials a few months 
until he ſhould be of age. I thought 
this piece of intelligence, which I had* 
myſelf invented, would have hindered 
him effectually from entertaining any 
farther thoughts of her; but I wat 
egregiouſly miſtaken. The fox-hun- 
ter had too much ſelf-ſufficiency to de- 


ſpair of ſucceſs againſt any competitor 


on earth. He therefore made light of 
her engagement, ſaying, with a ſmile / 
of ſelf-approbation, © Mayhap ſhe will 
© change her mind—what P his 
© being a lord! I think myſelf as good 
© a man as e er a lord in Chriſtendom;3 
© and I'll ſee if a commoner worth 
© three thouſand a year won't ſerve 
© her turn.“ This determination 
ſtartled me not a little; I knew he 
would ſoon diſcover the contrary o 
what I advanced, and 2s I believed he 
would find her ear open to his addreſ- 
ſes, did not doubt of meeting withevery 
obſtacle in my amour, that her malice 
could invent, and her influence exe- 
cute. This refleQion increaſed my 
thagrin. My vexation was evident. 
Narcifla inſiſted on going home imme- 
diately ; and as I led her to the door, 
her noble admirer, with a look full of 
languiſhment, directed to her a pro- 
found bow, which ſtung me to the 
ſoul: Before ſhe went into the chair, 
ſhe aſked, with an appearance of con- 
cerh, what was | 
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and 1 could ronounce no more than, 
By heaven! I'm diſtracted.· 


CHAP. XXI. 


TORTURED WITH JEALOUSY, 1 GO 
ROME AND ABUSE STRAP—RE- 
CEIVE A MESSAGE FROM NAR- 
CISSA, IN CONSEQUENCE OF 
WHICH I HASTEN TO HER APART- 
MENT, WHERE HER ENDEARING 
ASSURANCES BANISH ALL MY 
DOUBTS AND APPREHENSION $— 
IN MY RETREAT DISCOVER 
SOMEBODY IN THE DARK, WHOM 
SUSPECTING TO BE A S$PY, I 
RESOLVE TO KILL; BUT TO MY 
GREAT SURPRIZE, AM CON- 

- VINCED OF HIS BEING NO OTHER 
THAN STRAP— MELINDA SLAN=- 
DERS' MEI BECOME ACQUAIN- 
TED WITH LORD QUIVERWIT, 
WHO ENDEAVOURS TO SOUND 
ME WITH REGARD TO NARCISSA 
—THE SQUIRE Is INTRODUCED 
TO HIS LORNDSHIP, AND GROWS 
COLD TOWARDS ME—1I LEARN 

FROM MY CONFIDANTE, THAT 
THIS NOBLEMAN PROFESSES Ho- 
NOURABLE LOVE TO MY Mus- 
TRESS, WHO CONTINUES FAITH- 
FUL TO ME, NOTWITHSTANDING 

- THE SCANDALOUS REPORTS SHE 
HAS HEARD TO MY PREJUDICE 
wo AM MORTIFIED WITH AN 
ASSURANCE THAT HER WHOLE 
' FORTUNE DEPENDS UPON THE 

\ PLEASURE OF HER BROTHER— 
MR. FREEMAN CONDOLES ME 
ON THE DECLINE OF MY CHA- 
RACTER, WHICH 1 VINDICATE 
SO MUCH TO HIS SATISFACTION, 

THAT HE UNDERTAKES TO con- 
BAT FAME IN MY BEHALF. 


AVING uttered this exclama- 
tion, at which ſhe ſighed, I went 
home in tue condition of a frantic Bed- 
lamite; and finding the fire in my a- 
partment almoſt extinguiſhed, vented 
my wy upon poor Strap, whoſe ear I 
inched with ſuch violence, that he 
roared hideouſly with pain, and when 
I quitted my hold looked fo fooliſhly 
aghaſt, that no unconcerned ſpectator 
could have ' ſeen him, without being 
ſeized with an immoderate fit of laugh- 
ter. It is true, I was ſoon ſenſible of 
the injury I had done, and aſked par- 
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don for the outrage I had committed; 
upon which my faithful valet, ſhaking 
his head, ſaid, © I forgive you, and 
may God forgive you.“ But he 


could not help ſhedding ſome tears at . 


my unkindneſs. I felt unſpeakable re- 
morſe for what I had done, curſed m 

own ingratitude, and conſidered his 
tears as a reproach that my ſoul, in her 
preſent difturbance, could not bear, It 
ſet all my paſſions into a ferment, I 
ſwore horrible oaths without meanin 

or application, I foamed at the mouth, 
kicked the chairs about the room, and 


played abundance of mad 1 that 


frightened my friend almoſt out of his 
ſenſes. At length my tranſport ſub. 
ſided, I became melancholy,. and wept 
inſenſibly. | 

During this ſtate of dejection, I was 
ſurprized with-the appearance of Miſs 
Williams, whom Strap, blubbering 
all the while, had -conducted into the 
chamber, without giving me previous 
notice of her approach. 
tremely affected with my condition, 
which ſhe had learned from him, beg- 
ged me to moderate. my paſſion, ſu- 


ſpend my conjectures, and follow her 


to Narciſſa, who deſired to ſee me forth- 
with. That dear name operated upon 
me like a charm! I ftarted up, and 
without opening my lips, was con- 
ducted into her apartment through the 
garden, which we entered by a private 
door, I found the adorable creature 
in tears! I was melted at the ſight— 
we continued filent for ſome time—my 
heart was too full to ſpeak—her ſnowy 
boſom heaved with fond reſentment ; 
at laſt, ſhe ſobbing cried, « What have 
© I done to diſoblige you ?? My heart 
was pierced with the tender queſtion ! 
I drew near with the utmoſt reverence 
of affection! I fell upon my knees be- 
fore her, and kiſſing her hand, exclaim- 
ed, O! thou art all goodneſs and 
perfection! I am undone by my want 
© of merit} I am unworthy to poſſeſs 
© thy charms, which Heaven hath deſ- 
© tined for the arms of ſome more fa- 
* voured being?” She gueſſed the cauſe 
of my diſquiet, upbraided me _— 
for my ſuſpicion, and gave me ſuc 

flattering aſſurances of her eternal fide- 
lity, that all my doubts and fears for- 


ſook me, and peace and ſatisfaction 


reigned within my breaſt, . 
At midnight left the fair nymph to 
her repoſe, and being let out by Mils 


; | Williams, 


She was ex- 


 _ RODBRICK: 
Williams, at the garden gate by which 
I entered, began to explore my way 
homeward in the dark, when I heard 
at my back a noiſe.like that of a ba- 
boon when he mows and chatters. I 
turned inſtantly, and perceiving ſome- 
thing black, concluded I was diſcover- 
ed by ſome ſpy, employed to watch 
for that purpoſe. Arouzed.at this con- 
jecture, by which the reputation of the 
virtuous Narciſſa appeared in jeopardy, 
Idrew my ſword, and would have ſacri- 
fired him to- her fame, had not the 
voice of Strap reſtrained my arm. It 
was with great difficulty he could pro- 
nounce, * D-=d—d—do! mum—um 
um- murder me if pou pleaſe.” 
Such an effect had the cold upon his 
jaws, that his teeth rattled like a pair 
of caſtanets. Pleaſed to be thus unde- 
ceived, I laughed at his conſternation, 
and aſked what brought him thither. 
Upon which he gave me to underſtand, 
that his concern for me had induced 
him to fallow me to that place, where 


the ſame reaſon had detained him till 


now; and he frankly owned, that in 
ſpite of the eſteem he had for Miſs Wil- 


liams, he began to be very uneaſy about 


me, conſidering the diſpoſition in which 
I went abroad; and if I had ſtaid much 
longer, would have certainly alarmed, 
the neighbourhood in my behalf. The 
knowledge of this his intention con- 
founded me! I repreſented to him the 
miſchievous conſequences that would 
have attended fuch a raſh action, and 
cautioning him ſeverely againſt any 
ſuch defign for the future, concluded 
my admonition with an aſſurance, that 
in caſe he ſhould ever a& ſo madly, I 
would, without heſitation put him to 
death, © Have a little patience,* cried 
he, in a lamentable tone, your diſ- 
* pleaſure will do the buſineſs, without 
your committing murder. I was 
touched with this reproach; and as 
ſoon as we got home, made it my bu- 
ſineſs to appeaſe him, by explaining 
the cauſe of that tranſport, during 
which I had uſed him ſo unworthily. 
Next day when I went into the long 
room, I obſerved ſeveral whiſpers 
circulate all of a fudden; and did 
not doubt that Melinda had been bu- 
ſy with my character; but I conſoled 
a 0 with the love of Narciſſa, upon 
which I reſted with the moſt perfect 


confidence, and going up to the rowly- 
powly table, won a few pieces from 
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my ſuſpected rival, who with an ea« 


ſy politeneſs, entered into converſation 


with me, and deſiring my company at 
the coffee-houſe, treated me with tea 

and chocolate. I remembered Strut- 
well, and guarded againſt his inſinu- 


ating behaviour; nor was my ſuſpicion 
wrong placed; he artfully turned the 
diſcourſe upon Narciſſa, and endeavour- 


ed, by hinting at an intrigue he pre- 
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tended to be engaged in elſewhere; to 


learn what connexion there was be- 
tween her and me. 
was ineffectual; I was convinced of 
his diſſimulation, and gave ſuch gene- 


was forced to drop the ſubje& and 
talk of ſomething elſe. | 

While we converſed in this manner, 
the ſavage came in, with another gen- 


But all his fineſſe 


ral anſwers to his enquiries, that he 


tleman, who introduced him to his 


lordſhip; and he was received with 
ſuch peculiar marks of diſtinction, that 
I was perſuaded the courtier intended to 
uſe him in ſome ſhape or another; and 
from thence I drew an unlucky omen. 
But I had more cauſe to be diſmayed 


the following day, when I ſaw the ſquire 


in compan 
mother, who honoured me with ſeve- 
ral diſdainful glancesz and when I af. 
terwards threw myſelf in his way, in- 
ſtead of the cordial ſhake of the hand, 


he returned my ſalute with a cold re- 


PR of Servant, ſervant;z* which 
e pronounced with ſuch indifference, 


or rather contempt, that if he had not 


been Narciſſa's brother, I ſhould have 
affronted him in publick. 

Theſe occurrences diſturbed me not 
a little. I foreſaw the brooding ſtorm, 


and armed myſelf with reſolution for 


with Melinda and her 


* 


the occaſion; but Narciſſa being at 
ſtake, I was far from being reſigned. 


I could have renounced every other 


comfort of life with ſome degree of 


fortitude ; but the proſpe& of lohn 
her, diſabled all my philoſophy, 
tortufed my ſoul into madnels. 


Miſs Williams found me, next morn- 


ing, full of anxious tumult, which did 


not abate, when ſhe told me, that my 


Lord Quiverwit, having profeſſed ho- 
nourable intentions, had been intro- 


duced to my lovely miſtreſs by hen 


brother, who had at the ſame time, 
from the information of Melinda, 
ſpoke of me as an Iriſh fortune- 
hunter, without either birth or eſtatez 


who ſupported myſelf in the appear - 


ance 
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ance of a gentleman by ſharping, and 
bother infamous practices; and who was 
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of ſuch an obſcure origin, that I did not 
even know my own extraction. Though 
I expected all this malice, I could not 
Hear it with temper, .eſpecially as truth 
was ſo blended with falſhood in the aſ- 
ſertion, that it would be almoſt impoſſi- 
ble to ſeparate the one from the other in 
my vindication. But I ſaid nothing on 
this- head, being impatient to know 
how Narciſſa had been affected with 
the diſcovery. That generous crea- 
ture, far from believing theſe imputa- 
tions, was no ſooner withdrawn with 
her confidante, than ſhe inveighed with 
great warmth againſt the malevolence 
of the world, to which only ſhe aſ- 
cribed the whole of what had been ſaid 
to my diſadvantage; and calling every 
circumſtance of my behaviour to her 
inte review before her, found eve 
thing ſo polite, honourable and diſ- 
intereſted, that ſhe could not harbour 
the leaſt doubt of my being the gen- 
tleman I aſſumed. * I have, indeed,” 
ſaid ſhe, © purpoſely forbore to aſk the 
© particulars of his life, leſt the reca- 
© pitulation of ſome misfortunes which 
© he has undergone ſhould give him 
© pain: and as to the article of his 
© fortune, I own myſelf equally afraid 
© of enquiring into it, and of diſco- 
© yering the ſituation of my own, leſt 
« we ſhould find ourſelves both un- 
© happy in the explanation ; for, alas! 
my proviſion is conditional, and de- 
c pends entirely on my marrying with 
© my brother's conſent.” 

I was thunderſtruck with this intel- 
ligence; the light forſook my eyes, the 
colour vaniſhed from my cheeks, and 
I remained in a ſtate of univerſal tre- 
pidation. My female friend perceivin 
my diſorder, encouraged me with aſ- 
ſurances of Narciſſa's conſtancy, and 

the hope of ſome accident favourable 
to our love: and, as a farther conſola- 
tion gave me to underſtand, that ſhe 
had acquainted my miſtreſs with the 
out-lines of my life; and that although 
ſhe was no ſtranger to the preſent-low 
ſtate of my finances, her love and eſteem 
were rather increaſed than diminiſhed 
by the knowledge of my circumſtances. 
I was greatly comforted by this aſſu- 
rance, which ſaved me a world of con- 
fuſion and anxiety: for I muſt have 


imparted my ſituation one day to Nar- 
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ciſla; and this taſk I could not have 
rformed without ſhame and diſorder, 
As I did not doubt that, 'by this 
time, the ſcandalous aſperſions of Me- 
linda were diffuſed all over the town, 
I refolved to colle& my whole ſtrength 


of aſſurance, to brow-beat the efforts 


of her malice, and to publiſh her ad- 
venture with the frenchified barber, by 
way of repriſal. In the mean time, 
having promiſed to be at the garden 
gate about midnight, Miſs Williams 
took her leave, bidding me ee, my- 
ſelf entirely on the affection of my dear, 
Narciſſa, which was as perfect as in- 
violable. Before I went abroad, I was 
viſited by Freeman, who came on pur- 
poſe to inform me of the infamous 
ſtories that were raiſed at my expence. 
I heard them with great temper, and in 
my turn diſcloſed every thing that had 


happened between Melinda and me; 


and among other circumſtances, enter- 
tained him with the ſtory of the barber, 
letting him know what ſhare his friend 


Banter had in that affair: he was con- 


vinced of the.injury my reputation had 
ſuffered, and no longer doubting the 


fountain from whence this deluge of 


ſlander had flowed upon me, under- 
took to undeceive _- town in my be- 
half, and roll the ſtream back upon 
it's ſource : but in the mean time cau- 


tioned me from appearing in publick 


while the prepoſſeſſion was ſo ftron 
againſt me, left I ſhould meet wit 


ſome affront that might have bad con- 


ſequences. 
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1 RECEIVE AN EXTRAORDINARY 
MESSAGE AT THE DOOR OF THE 
LONG ROOM, WHICH I HOWEVER 
ENTER, 


MELINDA FOR HER MALICE— 
SHE WEEPS' WITH VEXATION— 
LORD QUIVERWIT IS SEVERE 
UPON ME— RETORT HIS SAR- 
CASM—AM RECEIVED WITH THE 
UTMOST TENDERNESS BY NAR- 
CISSA, WHO DESIRES TO HEAR 
THE STORY OF MY LIFE—WE 
VOW ETERNAL CONSTANCY TO 
ONE ANOTHER—I RETIRE—AM 
WAKED BY A MESSENGER, WHO 

| : _ BRINGS 


* 


AND AFFRONT THE 
SQUIRE, WHO THREATENS TO 
TAKE THE LAW OF ME——REBUKE- 
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BRINGS A CHALLENGE FROM 
QUIVERWIT, WHOM I MEET, 
ENGAGE, AND VANQUISH, . 


Thanked him for his advice, which, 

however, my pride and reſentment 
would not permit me to follow j for he 
no ſooner left me, in order to do juſ- 
tice to my character among his friends 
and acquaintance, than I allied out, 
and went _—y to the long-room. I 
was met at the door by a ſeryant, who 
preſented tg me a billet without a ſub- 
cription, importing that my preſence 
was diiagreeable to the company, and 
deſiring 1 would take the hint without 
farther diſturbance, and beſtow myſelf 
ellewhere for the future, This peremp- 
tory meſſage filled me with indigna- 
tion. I followed the fellow who deli- 
yered it, and ſeizing him by the collar, 
in preſence of all + company, threa- 
tened to put him inſtantly to death, if. 
he did not diſcover the ſcoundrel who 
had charged him with ſuch an impu- 
dent commiſſion, that I might puniſh 
him as he deterved. The mgflenger, 
affrighted at my menaces and furious 
looks, fell upon his knees, and told 
me, that the gentleman who ordered 
him to deliver the letter, was no other 
than Narciſſa's brother, who at that 
lime ſtood at the other end of the 
room, talking to Melinda. I. went up 
to him N e and in the hear- 
ing of his inamorata, accoſted him in 
thele words: * Look'e, Squire, was 
it not for one conſideration that pro- 
tes you from my reſentment, I 
{ would cane you where you ſtand, for 
' having had the preſumption to ſend 
me this ſcurrilous intimation !* which 
I tore to pieces and threw in his face; 
it the ſame time darting an angry re- 
ard at his miltreſs, I told her, I was 
lorry ſhe had put it out of my power 
to compliment her upon her invention, 
but at the expence of her good - nature 
nd veracity, Her admirer, whoſe 
ourage never roſe but in proportion 
d the wine he had ſwallowed, inſtead 
f reſenting my addreſs in what is 
aled an honourable way, threatened 
proſecute me for aàn aſſault, and 
ok witneſſes accordingly ; while ſhe, 
qued at his puſillanimous behaviour, 
ad enraged at the ſarcaſm I had ut- 
ed againit her, endeavoured to make 
* quarre] a public cauſe, and wept 
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RANDOM,” 
aloud with ſpite and vexation. The 
tears of a lady could not fail of at- 


tracting the ngtice und concern of the 


ſpectators, to whom ſhe complained of 


my rudeneſs, with great bitterneſs; _ 


ſaying, if ihe was a man I durſt nqt 
ule hey ſa. The greateſt part of the 
gentlemen, already prejudiced againſt 


me, were offended at the liberty I had 
taken, as appeared from their looks; 


though none of them ſignified their 
diſguſt any other way, except my 
Lord Quiverwit, who yentured to {ay 
with a Ineer, that I was in the right 


to eſtabliſh my own character, of which 


he had now no longer any doubt. 
Nettled at this ſevere equivoque, which 
raiſed a laugh at my expence, I replied. 


with ſome warmth, © I am proud of 


* having in that particular got the ſtart 
of your lordſhip.” He made no an- 
tier to my repartee, but with a con- 
temptuous ſmile, walked off, leaving 
me in a very diſagreeable ſituation. 


In vain did I make up to ſeveral peo- 


ple of my acquaintance, whole con- 
verſation, I hoped, would baniſh my 


confuſion; every body ſhunned me 


like a perſon infected, and I ſhould 
not have been able to bear my diſgrace, 
had not the idea of 'the ever-faithful 
and fond Narciſſa come to my relief. 
I quitted the ſcene of my mortification, 
and ſauntering about the town, hap- 


pened to wake from my contemplation, - 


when I found myſelf juſt oppolite to a 
toy-ſhop, which I entered, and pur- 
chaſed a ring ſet with a ruby in the 
form of a heart, ſurrounded by dia- 
mond ſparks, for which I paid ten 
guineas, intending it for a preſent to 
the charmer of my foul. 33 

I was introduced, at the hour ap- 
pointed, to this divine creature, who, 
notwithſtanding what ſhe had heard to 
my diſadvantage, received me with the 
utmoſt confidence and tenderneſs ; and 
having been informed of the general 
{ſketches of my life, by Miſs Williams, 


_ expreſſed a deſire of Knowing the par- 


ticular circumſtances; which I related 
with great candour, omitting however 
ſome things which I concluded altoge- 
ther improper for her ear, and which the 
reader's reflection will eaſily ſuggeſt. 
As my ſtory was little elſe than a recital 
of misfortunes, the tear of ſympathy 
ceaſed not to trickle down her enchant- 
ing eyes, during the whole of the nar- 
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\, pation, which when 1 had finiſhed, the 


* 


the reſt to fate. 


recompenſed me for my trouble with 


the moſt endearing proteſtations of e- 
ternal love. She bewailcd her reſtrifted * * 


condition, as it was the means of re- 
tarding my happineſs; told me, that 
Lord Quiverwit, by her brother's per- 
miſſion, had been to drink tea with her 


that very afternoon, and actually pro- 


poſed marriage; and ſeeing me ex- 
tremely affected with this piece of in- 
formation, offered to give me a con- 
vincing proof of her affection, by 
eſpouſing me in private, and leaving 
I was penetrated with 
this inſtance of her regard, but that I 
Might not be outdone in generoſity, 
reſiſted the bewitching temptation, in 
conſideration of her honour and in- 
tereſt; at the ſame time, I preſented 
my ring as a pledge of my inviolable 
attachment, and on my knees, im- 


plored Heaven to ſhower it's curſes on 


my head, if ever my heart ſhould en- 
tertain one thought unworthy of the 
' paſſion I then avowed. She received 
my token, gave me in return her pic- 
ture in miniature, exquiſitely drawn 


and ſet in gold; and in the ſame poſ- 


ture called Heayen to witneſs. and to 


judge her flame. Our vows being thus 


reciprocally breathed, a contidence of 
hope enſued, and our mutyal fondneſs 


becoming as intimate as. innocence 


would allow, I grew inſenſible of the 
rogreſs of time, and it was morning 
+; I could tear myſelf from this 


darling of my foul! My good angel 


foreſaw what would happen, and per- 
mitted me to indulge myſelf on this 
occaſion, in conſideration of the fatal 
abſence I was doomed to ſuffer. 

I went to bed immediately on my 
return to my lodging, and having ſlept 
about two hours, was waked by Strap, 
who, in great confuſion, told me, there 
was a footman below with a letter, 
which he would deliver to nobody but 
myſelf. Alarmed at this piece of news, 
I defired my friend to ſhew him up to. 
my chamber, and received the follow- 
ing letter, which he ſaid required an 
immediate anſwer, | 


. ©'SIB, 


« HEN any man injures my. 
„ « honour, let the difference 
* of rank between us be ever ſo great, 
I am contented to wave the privilege 
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from him on equal terms. 
ſolence of 


the morning. 


„ 
„ me 
5 ** 


7 


© of my quality, and to ms. reparaticn 
e in- 


e reply to me yeſter. 
ong- room, I might have 


day in the 
© overlooked, had not your preſump. 
tive emulation in a much more in. 
« tereſting affair, and a diſcovery 
© which I made this morning, con. 
* curred in perſuading me to chaſtiſe 
* your audacity with my ſword, If 
* you therefore have ſpirit enough to 
* ſupport the character you aſſume, you 
© will not fail to follow the bearer im. 
* mediately to a convenient place, 
© where you ſhall be met by 
© Quiverwir, 
Whether I was enervated by the loye 
and favour of Narciſſa, or awed by the 
ſuperior ſtation of my antagonill, l 
know not, but I never had leſs inci. 
nation to fight than at this time: hoy. 
ever, finding there was a noceſſity for 
vindicating the reputation-of my mil. 
treſs, as well as for aſſerting my own 
honour, I forthwith roſe, and dreſſing 
in a hurry, put on my ſword, bade 
Strap attend me, and ſet out with my 
conductor, curſing my bad fortune all 
the way for having been obſerved in ny 
return from my angel; for fo I inter- 
preted his lordiſhip's diſcovery. When 
I came within fight of my riyal, his 
lacquey told me, he had orders to top; 
upon which, I commanded Strap to 
halt alſo, while I walked forward; re- 
ſo]ving, if poſſible, to come to an ex- 
progres with my challenger, before 
e ſhould come to battle. Nor was 
an opportunity wanting; for I no 
ſooner approached, than he aſked with 
a ſtern countenance, what buſineſs I had 
in Mr. Topehall's garden ſo early in 
I don't know, my 
© lord,” faid I, © how to anſwer a quel- 
tion put to me with ſuch magiſterial 
© havghtineſs., If your lordſhip will 
a pleaſe to expoſtulate calmly, you wil 
© have no caule to repent of your con- 
© deſcenſion. Otherwiſe, I am not to 
© be intimidated into any confeſſion.” 
—* There is no room for denial,” an- 
ſwered he, I ſaw you come out with 
« my own eyes.*— Did any othe 
« perſon ſee me? ſaid I. I neithe 
know nor care, faid he; I want 
© no other evidence than that of m 
© own ſenſes.” Pleaſed to hear tha 
the ſuſpicion was confined to him 14 
| e 
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his ſhell, which was cloſe to 1 


has "Fe ME . = „ ; 


f endeavoured to appeaſe his jealouſy 
Fe owning an intrigue with ihe _ 
ing-maid; but he had tos much dif. 


ternment to be ſo eaſily impoſed upon, 


and told me there was only one to 
convince him of the truth of — 1 
alledged; which was no other than re- 
nouncing all claim to Nareiſſa, upon 
bath, and promiſing upon honour ne- 
ver to ſpeak to her for the future. 
Exaſperated at this propoſal, I un- 
ſheathed my ſword, ſaying, Heavens! 
i what title have you, or any man on 
earth, to impoſe ſuch terms on me f 
He did the ſame, and making towards 
me with a contrated brow, ſaid I was 
a villain, and had diſhonoured Nar- 


tiſa. * He's a ſcandalous villain,” 1 


replied, in a tranſport of fury, who 
t — me with- that imptitation1 
+ She is a thouſand times more chaſte 
t than the mother that bore you, and 
4 I will affert her honour with my 
heart's blood !* 80 ſaying, I ruſhed 
upon him with more eagerneſs than 
addreſs, and endeavouring to get with · 
in his point, received a wound in my 
neck, which redoubled my rage. He 
excelled me in temper as well as in ſkill, 
by which means he parried my thruſts 


with great calmneſs, until I had al- 


moſt exhauſted my ſpirits; and when 


he 3 me beginning to flag, at- 
tacked me fiercely in his turn. Find- 


ing himſelf however better oppofed 
than he expected, he reſolved to follow 


his longe, and cloſe with me; accord- 
ingly, his ſword entered my waiſtcoat 
on the {ide of the breaft-bone, and run- 
hing up between my ſhirt and kin, ap- 
peared over my left ſhoulder. I ima- 
pined that his weapon had perforated 
my lungs, and of conſequence that the 
wound was mortal; therefore, deter- 
mined not to die unrevenged, I ſeized 
breaſt, 
before he could diſentangle his 
and keeping it faſt with my left-hand, 
ſhortened my on ſword with my right, 
intenditig to run him through the heart; 
but he received the thruſt in the left 
arm, which trated up to the 
ſhoulder blade. Difappointed in this 
expectation, and afraid ſtill that death 
would fruſtrate my revenge, I 
with him, and beg adh the ſtronger, 
threw him upon the ground, where I 
wrefted his Word out of his hand, and 
ſo great was my -cotifufion, inſtead of 


rappled 


turning the Poiut upon him, ſtruck out 
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tion of my an 


int, 


three of his fore · teeth with the hilt. In 
the mean time, our ſervants ſeeing us 
fall, ran up to ſeparate and aſſiſt us: 
but before their · approach I wa upon 
my feet, and had 1 — that. my 
ſuppoſed mortal wound was only a 
flight ſcratch. The knowledge of my 
own ſafety diſarmed me of a good deal 
of my reſentment, and I began to ens 
quire with ſome concern into the fitua- 
oniſt, who remained 
on the ground bleeding plentifully at 
his mouth and arm. Lhelped hisfoot- 
man to raiſe him, and having 'bound 
his wound with my handkerchief, 
Hured him it was not dangerous; I 
likewiſe reſtored his ſword, and offered 
to ſupport him te his houſe; He 
thanked me with an air of ſullen dig- 
nity; and whiſpering that I ſhould 
hear from him ſoon, went away, Jean- 
ing on his ſervant's ſhoulder, | 

I was ſurprized at this promiſe, 
which I conſtrued into a threat, and 
reſolved, if ever he ſhould call me out 
again, to uſe whatever advantage for- 
tune might give me over him; in ano- 
ther manner, 
leiſure to take notice of Strap, who 
ſeemed quite ſtupified with horror: IL 
comforted him with an aſſurance that 
I had received no damage, and ex- 
plained the nature of this affair as * 
walked homeward. By that time T _ 
had got into my apartment, I found 
the wound in my neck ſtiff and un- 
eaſy, and a good deal of wtlotted blood 
ran-down upon my ſhirt : upon which 
I pulled off my coat and waiſtcoat, 
and unbuttoned my collar; that I might 
dreſs it with more eaſe. My friend no 
ſooher perceived my ſhirt quite dyed 
with blood, than, imagining I had 

at leaſt twenty thoaſand wounds, he 
cried, * O Jeſus!” and fell flat on the 
floor. I ſtopt the bleeding with a lit · 
mag lint, and upplying a plaiſter over 
it, cleanſed mylelt from the gore, 
ſhifted and dreſſed, while he lay fenfe- 
leſs at my feet; ſo that when he reco- 


vered, and ſaw me perfectly well, he 
could ſcarce believe his own eyes. 


Now that the danger was paſt, I was. 
very well pleaſed with what had hap- 
pened, hoping that it would toon be- 
come known, and conſequently dig- 


nify my character not a little in this 

lace. I was alſo proud of —_ 

ewn my (el, in ſome wort 

. Marella; whe, Te 
Ff ſuaded, 
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1 AM VISIT-ED-BY FREEMAN, WITH 


z 


.- 'WHOMI APPEAR IN PUBLIC, AND 


AM CARESSEN——AM-SENT FOR BY 
LORD QUIVERWIT, WHOSE PRE- 
sENCE I QUIT IN A PASSION— 


THE ADVENTURES: OP 


When. we were left by ourſelyet, he 


having uſed the a fortune had 
given me over him with ſuch moderz. 
tion; and aſked pardon for any offence 
his reſentment might have prompt. 
ed him to commit. I would wil. 
« ingly;”. ſaid he, make you m 

„friend; but as it is impoſſible for 
me to diveſt myſelf of my paſſion for 
Narcifla, I am too well convinced of 


* 


thanked me in very,polite terms, for 
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VV with theſe reflections, the news 
of the duel being communicated by 
ſome unknown channel, ſpread all over 
the town. I was viſited by Freeman, 
who teſtified his ſurprize at finding me; 
for he was told that Lord Quiverwit © 
' being dead of his wounds, I had ab- 
ſconded, in order to avoid the cogni- 
.zance of the law. I aiked if people 
_ gueſſed the occaſion of the quarrel ; 
| nd underſtanding it was attributed to 
Nis lordſhip's reſentment of my reply 
In the long-room, confirmed that con- 
jecture, glad to find Narciſſa unſu- 
ſpected. My friend, after I had aſ- 
fared him that my antagoniſt was in no 
danger, wiſhed me joy of the event; 
than which, he ſaid, nothing could 
happen more opportunely. to ſupport 
the idea he had given of my character 
1 to his friends, among whom he had 
__ been very aſſiduous in my behalf. 
On the ſtrength of this aſſurance, I 
went with him to the coffee-houle, 
where I was ſaluted by a great many 
of thoſe very perſons who had ſhun- 
ped me the preceding day; and I found 
every body making merry with the 
ſtory of Melinda's French gallant- 
Vhile I remained in this place, I re- 
ceived a meſſage from Lord Quiverwit, 
deſiring," if I was not engaged, to lee 
me at his houſe, n a 
Thither I immediately repaired, and 
was conducted to an apartment where 
I was received. by his lordſhip in bed. 


tification to ſee her reduced to indi- 
gence, unleſs you have wherewithal 
to ſupport her. And I am eredibly in- 
formed of your incapacity that way; 
nay, I will confeſs, that urged bo 
this conſideration, I have actually | 
© ſent notice to her brother, of the 
6 progrels I ſuſpe& you have made in 
© her affection, and defired him to take 
© his precautions accordingly.” A- 
larmed and provoked at this informa- 
tion, I told is lordſhip, that I did not 
ſee. how he. could reconcile that piece 
of conduct with his profeſſion of open 
dealing, and flung away from him in 
a paſſion. _ 925 
As I walked homeward, in hope of 
hearing from my miſtreſs as uſual by 
means of Miſs Williams, I was ſur- 
prized with the waving of a handker- 
chief, from the window of a coach and 
fix that paſſed by me at full ſpeed ; and 
upon farther obſervation, I ſaw a ſer- 
vant on horſeback riding after it, who 
I knew. by his livery-belonged to the 
ſquire. Thunder-ftruck with this diſ- 
covery, the knowledge of my misfor- 
tune ruſhed all at once upon my re- 
flection ! I gueſſed immediately that 
the. ſignal was made by the dear hand 
of Narciſſa ; who being hurried away 
in, conſequence. of Lord Quiverwit's 


NARCISSA.IS+CARRIED OFF BY your ſentiments, to think we ſhaj! 
HER BROTHER—I ,INTEND., TO | ever agree on that ſubject. I took 
: PURSUE HIM, , AND , AM bis- the liberty, therefore, of ſending for 
SUADED BY MY FRIEND—EN- you, in order to own candidly, that 
GAGE IN PLAY, AND LOSE ALL © I c>nnot help oppoſing your ſucceſs 
MY MONEY—SET OUT FOR LON- * with that young lady; though, at 
LON — TRY MY FORTUNE AT (the ſame time, pe to regulate 
THE GAMING-TABLE,. WITHOUT my oppoſition by the dictates of jul. 
$SUCCESS—RECEIVE..A LETTER * tice and honour: this, however, | 

TROM NARCISSA—BILK MY TAY- think proper to advertize you of, that 
"4.46; 74 I ſhe has no independent fortune, and 
oj 2 ; if you ſhould even ſucceed in your 
SIX7HILEF. I entertained myſe}f * addrefles, you would have the mor. 
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meſſage to her brother, had no other 
method of relating her diſtreſs, and im - 
ploring my aſſiſtance. Frantick with 
chis conjeR 


ure, Iran to my lodgings 
An . match 2 
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of three days, worth a thouſand pounds; his neck, raiſed him 5 
but it was not my intention to ſtop toes, and was going away wow any 


. .RODERICK: 


ſnatched: my piſtols, and ordered Strap 
to get poſt - horſes, with ſuch inco- 
herence of ſpeech and diforder, that the 
or valet, terrified with the ſuſpicion 
of another duel, inſtead of providing 
what I defired, went forthwith to Free- 
min; who being informed of my be- 
haviour, came ſtraight to my apart- 
ment, and conjure me fo patheticall 
to make him acquainted with the cauſe 
ef my uneaſineſs, that I could not re- 
{ule telling him my happineſs was fled 
with Narciſſa, and that I muſt retrieve 
her or periſh, He repreſented the mad- 
nels of ſuch an undertaking, and en- 
deavoured to divert me from it with 
creat ſtrength of friendſhip and rea- 
{on : but all his arguments would have 
been ineffectual, had he not put me in 
mind of the dependance I ought: to 
have on the love of Narciſſa, and the 
attachment of her maid, who could not 
fail of finding opportunities to adver- 
tize me of their ſituation: and at the 
fame time demonſtrated the injury my 
charmer's reputation mult ſuffer from 
my precipitate retreat. I was con- 
vinced and compoſed by theſe conſide- 
rations: I appeared in public with an 
air. of tranquility; was well received 
by the beſt company in town; and my 
pisfortune taking air, condoled ac- 
cordingly; while I had the ſatis faction 
of ſeeing Melinda ſo univerſally diſ- 
countenanced, that ſhe was fain to re- 
turn to London, in order to avoid the 
ſeoffs and cenſure of the ladies at Bath. 
But though the hope of hearing from 
xc darling of my ſoul, ſupported- my 
pirits a little while, I began to be very 
uneaſy, when at the end of ſeveral 
weeks I found that expectation diſap- 
pointed. ! In. ſhort, melancholy and 
deſpondence took poſſeſſion of my ſoul ; 
22 that providence, which, 
by acting the ſtepmother towards me, 
kept me from the fruition of my wiſh- 
es, I determined, in: a fit of deſpair, 
to riſk all I had at the gaming table, 
with a view of acquiring a fortune ſuf- 
5 to render me independant for 
ife; or of plunging myſelf into ſuch a 
ſtate of miſery, as would effectually 
cruſh every ambitious hope that now 
tortured my imagination. 85 
Actuated by this fatal reſolution, 1 
engaged in play, and after ſome turns 
of fortune, found myſelf, at the end 


8 I- 


there, for which cauſe Fre Strap ig- 
norant of my ſucceſs, and continued 
my career, until I was reduced to five 
guineas, which I would have hazarded 
alſo, had I not been aſhamed to fall 
from a bet of two hundred pounds to 
ſuch a petty ſum. : . 
Having thus executed my ſcheme, I 
went home, amazed to find myſelf fo 
much at-eale, and informed my friend 
Strap of my miſchanee, with ſuch 
calmneſs, that he imagining I joked, 
affected to receive the tid ings with great” 
equanimity.- But both he and I found 
ourſelves miſtaken very ſoon; I had 
miſinterpreted my own ſtupidity into 
deliberate reſignation, and he had rea- 
ſon to believe me in earneſt, when he 
law me next morning agitated with 
the moſt violent deſpair, which he en- 
deavoured to alleviate with all the 


conſolation in his power. 1 


In one of my lucid intervals, how». 
ever, I charged him to take a place in 
the ſtage- coach for London; and in 
the mean time paid my debts in Bath, 
which amounted to thirty ſhillings on- 
ly. Without taking leaveof'my friends 
I embarked, Strap having the good for- 
tune to find a return-horſe; and arrived 
in town, without having met with any 
thing remarkable on the road. While 
we croſſed Bagſhot- heath, I was ſeized 
with a ſort of inclination to retrieve my 
fortune, by laying paſſengers under 
contribution, in ſome ſuch place. My 
thoughts were ſo eireumſtanced at this 
time, that I ſhould have digeſted the 
crime of robbery, ſo righteouſſy had I: * 
concerted my plan, and ventured m 
life in the execution, had T not been” 
deterred by refleQing upon the infamy 
that attends detection. 
The apartment I formerly lived in 
being unengaged, I took poſſeſſion of 
it, and next day went in queſt of Ban- 
ter, who received me with open arms, 
in expectation of having his bond diſ- 
charged to his liking; but when he 
underſtood What had happened, his 
countenance changed of x ſudden, and 
he told me with a dryneſs of diſpleaſure 
peculiar to himſelf, that if he was in 
my place, he would 1 it out of for- 
tune s power to play him ſuch another 
trick, and be avenged of his on in- 
diſcretion at once. When I defired him 
to explain his 2 he pointed to 
ſelf on his tip- 


. 2 
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and 
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Farther coremony when 1 put him in 
mind of my i gence, and demanded 
the five: guineas I had formerly lent 
him. Fire guineas!* cried he, 


_ *: zounds!. bad you afted with com- 


mon prudence,, you might have had 


twenty thouſand in your pocket by 


#-this time. I depended upon five 


5 hundred from you, as much as if I 
©. had had notes for it in the Bank; and 


by all the rules of equity, you are 


© indebted to me for that ſum.* IL was: 


neither pleaſed nor convinced by this 
hat op ON and inſiſted on my right 


with ſuch determined obſtinacy, that 


he was fain to alter his tone, and ap- 
a * my clamour, by aſſuring me, that 
he was 0 ne wh of — ſhillings. 
Society in diſtreſs generally promotes 
d 7 9 among people 
om being a dun, I deſcended to be 
a client, and aſked his advice about 
repairing my loſſes. He counſelled me 
to have recourſe again to the gaming 
table, where I ſucceeded fo well before, 
nd put myſelf in a condition, by ſell - 
ing my watch, I followed his direc - 
tions, and having accommodated him 
with a few. pieces, went to the place, 
where I loſt every ſhilling, | . - 
Then I returned; to my lodgings full 
of deſperate reſolution, and having 
made; Strap acquainted with my fate, 
ardered bim to pawn my ſword imme: 
diately, that I mi 
make another effort. This affectionate 
creature no ſooner underſtood my pur- 
poſe, than ſeized with inſuppreſlible 
lorrow at the proſpe& of my miſery, 
he burſt into tears, and afked what I 
4wopoled. to do after the ſmall ſum he 
Cod raiſe on the ſword ſhould- be 
ſpent. On my on account, ' ſaid he, 
Jam quite unconcerned; for while 
God ſpares me health and theſe ten 
fingers, I can earn à comfortable 


4 ſubſiſtenoe any where; but what muſt 


© became of you, Who have leſs hu- 


4 mijluty, e and more appetites 
le 


4 to gratify? a 1 bim, 
by ſaying, with a gloomy aſpect, I 
ſhould 2 e 4 reſource witile I 
had. a loaded piſto] in my poſſeſſion. 
Stupified. with horror at this dreadful 
inſinuation, he ſtood mute for ſome 
time, and then broke out into God 


of his inſinite mercy enable you to 


£ withitand-that temptation of the de- 


vill Conſider your immortal ſoul; 


F Ahere e no repentance in the grave! 


be enabled to 


O Lord! that ever we ſhould come 
to this. Are we not enjoined to re. 
6 ken ourſelves to the will of Heaven) 
where is your patience? Durum pa. 
© frextia frango—you are but à young 
© mat—there =— be many ws, 
© things in ſtore for you—accidit in 
« punto quid non ſperatur in anno 
remember yaur uncle, Mr. Bowling; 
6 perhaps he is now on his voyage 
c E rd, pleaſing himſelf with % 
hopes of ſeeing and relieving you; 
* nay, peradventure he is already ar, 
* rived, for the ſhip was expected about 
* this time.” A ray of hope ſhot 
athwart my ſoul at this ſuggeſtion; Þ- 
thanked my friend for his ſeaſonable 
recollection, and after having promiſed 
to take no reſolution till fil return, 
diſmiſſed him to Wapping for intelli- 
8 vey FEW 


In his abſence I was yifited by Ban- 


ter, who being informed of my bag 


g luck at play, told me, that fortune 


would prgbably be one day weary of 
perſecuting me... In the mean time, 
ſaid he, here ip à letter for you, 
© which I recejved juſt now encloſeq 
in one from Freeman.“ I ſnatched 
it with eagerneſs, and knowing the 
fuperſcription to he of Narciſſu's hand- 
writing, kiſſed it vith trapſport, and 
having opened it read. 


IT is wich great difficulty, thay 
| I © I hay lidlzn From rao Frm 
tion of thoſe ſpiss who: arg ſet 'ovep 
me, this opportunity of telling you, 
that I was ſuddenly carried away 
from Bath, by my brother, who wat 
informed of our forrgſppndence by 
© Lord Quiverwit, whom, I hpce un- 
+ derftand, you have wounded in a 
* due} on my account. As I am fully 
convinced of your hongur and love, 
© I hope I ſhall never hear of ſuch deſ- 

e proofs of either for the future. 
am ſo ſtrictly watched, that it will 
be impoſſible for you to ſee me, un- 
til my brother's tuſpicion ſhall abate, 
s or Heaven contrive ſome other un- 
6 forelzen event in our behalf. In 
© the mean time, you may depend on 
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the conſtancy and affe&ion of your 


© own 5 
! Pak STE SIR : © Nagcis84; 


P. 8. Miſs Wilſians, who" is my 


fellow priſonet, deßres to be fe. 


s membered 


_ which n 


r menahered- to yen, We are both 
t in good health, and only ip pain 
for you, e as it will be 
impracticable for you ta convey 
. £ any meſſ | 
of our confinement; for which rea- 
s (on, pray debft from the attempt, 
that, hy miſcarrying, might pro- 


$ long our captiy it, _ 


This Kind letter afforded me great 


conſolation; I communicated it to 
Banter, and at the fame time ſhewed 
= her picture: he approved of ber 

auty and good ſenſe, and could not 
help owning, that my negleft of Miſs 
Snapper was excuſable, when ſuch a 
fine creature engroſſed my attention. 

began to be reconciled to my fate, 
and imagined, that if I could contrive 


means of beg until my uncle 
E 


ſhould arrive; in caſe he was not already 
at home, he would enable me to do ſome- 
thing effectuaſ in behalf of my loye and 
fortune, I therefore conſulted Banter 
about a-preſent ſupply, who no ſooner 
underſtood that I had credit with a tay - 
lor, than he adviſed: me to take off two 
or three ſaits of rich clothes, and con- 
vert them into caſh, by ſelling them 
at half price to a ſaleſman in Mon- 
mouth Street. I was ſtartled at this 
poſal, which I thought ſavoured a 
ittle of fraud but he rendered itpalat= 
able, by obſerving, that in a few months 
I might be in a condition to do every 
body juſtice; and in the mean time, 
J was acquitted by the honeſty of my 
intention. I ſuffered myſelf to be per 
fuaded by this ſalvo, by which my 
neceſſity, rather than my judgment, 
was convinced; and when I found 
there were no accounts of the ſhip in 


ncle ' embarked, actually 

ut the ne ie practice, and raiſed 
yit, five and twenty guineas, paying 

him for his advice with the odd five. 


"CHAP, xxv. 


JAM ARRESTED—CARRIED TO THE 
MARSHALSEA———PIND MY OLD 
ACQUAINTANCE BEAU JACKSON 
IN THAT GAOL—HE INFORMS ME 
OF HIS ADVENTURES—STRAP 
ARRIVES, AND WITH DIFFICUL- 
"FX is COMPORTBD = JACKSON | 
& -. ; 


© RODFRICK RANDOM, - 


or letter to the place 


— a 
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- INTRODUCES ME 1 A 027 
1 &DNIRB HIS: CONVERSATION 
AD CABACITY + AM DEEPLY 


- AS A JOURNEYMAN' BARBER, 


Nr this: expedient was in a few - 
weeks attended with a conſe- 


| quence I did not foreſee; à player 


having purchaſed ong of the ſuits 


which were expoſed to fale, ap- 


ed in it on the ſtage one night, 
while my taylor unfortunately hap- 
ened to be preſent, He knew it im- 
mediately, and epqyiring minutely inta 
the affair, diſcoyered my whole con- 
trivance; upon wiich he came to my 
lodgings, and telling me that he was 


yery much ſtraitened for want of mo- 


ney, preſented his bill, which amount - 
ed to 50 l. Surprized at this aunex- 
pected addrefs, I affected to treat him 


cavalierly, ſwore ſome gaths, aſked if 2 
he doubted. my honour, and telling 


him I ſhould take care who I dealt 
with for the future, bads him come 
again in three days. He obeyed me 
punQually, demanded his money, and 
finding himſelf amuſed; with bare pro- 
miles, arreſted me that very day in the 
ftreet. I was not much ſhocked at 
this adventure, which, indeed, put an 
end to a ſtate of horrible expectation z 
but I refuſed to go to a ſpunging - 
houſe, Where I heard there was no- 
thing but the moſt flagrant impoſition; 
and a coach being called, was carried 
to the Marthalſea, attended by a bai- 
liff and his follower, who were very 
much diſappointed and chagrined at 
my reſolution. 3 2 "I 
The turnkey gueſſing, from my ap- 
rance, that I had money in my poc- 
et, received me with the repetition of 
the Latin word depone; and gave me to 
underſtand, that I muſt pay before- 
hand for the apartment I ſhould ehuſe 
to dwell in. I deſired to ſee. bis con- 
veniencies, and hired a ſmall paultry 
bed-chamber for a crown a week, 


which, in any other place, would not 


have let for half the money. Having 
taken poſſeſſion of this diſmal habita - 
tion, I ſent for Strap, and my thoughts 
were buſied in collecting matter of con- 


ſolation to that faithful ſquire, when 


ſomebody knacked at my door, which .. 


I no ſooner opened, than a young fel 
an IF? RuDIP Ges 
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- ABPECTED/ WITH MY MISFQR= * * 
TUNE=STRAYF' HIRES HIMSSLYW 
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and marvellous foul linen. After a have been fixed by another action 
lo bow, he called me by name, and * ſince. that time. However, you 
aſked if I had forgot him. His voice know my diſpoſition; I defy care 
aſſiſted me in recollecting his perſon, and anxiety ; and being on the half- 
hom I ſoon recognized to be my old * payliſt, make ſhift to live here tole- 
acquaintance Jackſon, of whom men- * rably eaſy. I congratulated him on 
tion is made in the firſt part of my me- his philoſophy, and remembering that 
moirs, I ſaluted him cordially, ex- I was in his debt, repaid him the money 
preſſed my ſatis faction at finding him he formerly lent me, which, I beliere, 
Tear condoled him on his preſent was far from being unſeaſonable. I 
fſituationz which, however, did not then enquired about the .ceconomy of 
ſeem to affe& him much, for he laugh- the 7 which he explained to my 
ed very heartily at the occaſion of our fatisfaftion; and after we had agreed to 
meeting ſo unexpectedly in this place. meſs together, we were juſt going to give 
Our mutual compliments being paſt, I orders for dinner, when Strap arrived. 
enquired about his amour with the I never in my lite ſaw ſorrow ſo ex. 
lady of for: une, which ſeemed to be travagantly expreſſed in any counte- 
ſo near a happy concluſion, when J had nance, as in that of my honeſt friend; 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him laſt; and which was, indeed, particularly adapt- 
after an immoderate fit of laughter, ed by nature for ſuch impreſſions, 
he gave me to underſtand, that he had When we were left by ourlelves, I * 
been egregiouſly bit in that affair. -communicated to him my diſaſter, and 
You mult know, ſaid he, that a endeavoured to conſole him with the 
few days after our adventure with ſame arguments he had formerly uſed 
the bawd and her b—ches, I found to me, without repreſenting the fair 
| ©: means to be married to that ſame fine chance I had of being relieved in a 
lady you ſpeak of, and paſſed the ſhort time by Mr, Bowling. But his 
night with her at her lodgings, ſo grief was unutterable; he ſeemed to 
much to her ſatis faction, that early give attention without liſtening, and 
in the morning, after a good deal of wrung his handy in filence; ſo that I 
« ſniveling and ere ſne owned, was in a fair way of being infected by 
that far from being an heireſs of great his behaviour, when Jackſon a 
fortune, ſhe was no other than a com and perceiving the deference I paid to 
mon woman of the town, who had Strap, although in a foatman's habit, 
« decoyed me into ve in or-, diſtributed his crumbs of comfort with 
der to enjoy the privilege of a femme ſuch mirth; jollity, and unconcern, 
©: couverte; and that unleſs I made my that the features of the diſtreſſed ſquire 
£ eſcape immediately, I ſhould be ar- relaxed by degrees, he recovered the 
© reſted for a debt of her contracting, uſe of ſpeech, and began to be a little 
© by bailiffs employed and inſtructed more reconciled to this lamentable 
for that purpoſe. Startled at this event. We dined together on boiled 
« intimation, k roſe in a twinkling, beef and greens, brought from a cogk's 
© and taking leave of my ſpouſe with ſhop in the eee and al- 
© ſeveral hearty damns, got ſafe into though this meal was ſerved up in a 
_ © the verge of the court, Where I kept manner little . with the 
ſnug until I was appointed ſurgeon's ſphere of life in which . lately 
mate of a man of war at Portſmouth: lived, 1 made a virtue of neceſſity, ate 
* for which place I ſet gut on Sunday, with good appetite, and treated my 
© went on board of my ſhip, in'which friends with a bottle of wine, whic 
21 failed to the Straits, where I had had the deſired effect, of increaſing 
© the good fortune to be made ſurgeon the good humour of my fellow-priſo- 
© of a ſloop that came home a few ner, and exhilerating the ſpirits of 
months after, and was put out of Strap, who now talked cavalierly of 
* commiſſion ; whereupon I came to my misfortune, * 11 5 
London, imagining myſelf forgotten, After dinner, Jackſon left us to our 
6 and freed from my wife and her cre - private affairs; when 1 deſired my 
4 ditors; but had not been in town a friend to pack up all our things, and 
week before I wi arreſted fora debt carry them to ſome cheap lodging he 
© © of hex's, amounting to z0l. and ſhould chule for himſelf in the neigh- 
brought to this place, where 1 bourkgod of the Marſhalſea, jeg Be 
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had diſcharged my lodging, for which 
urpoſe J gave him money. I like- 
wiſe recommended to him the keeping 


my misfortune ſecret, and ſaying to 
my landlord, or any other who ſhould” 
enquire. for me, that I was gone into 
the country for a few weeks; at the 


ſame time I laid ſtrong injunctions upon 
him to call every ſecond day upon Ban- 


ter, in caſe he ſhould receive any letter 


for me from Narcifſa, by the canal 


of Freeman; and by all means to leave 


a direction for myſelf, at my uncle's 
lodgings in Wapping, by which I 
might be found when my Kinſman 
ſhould arrive. . 

When he departed to execute theſe 
orders, (which, by the bye, were pane: 
tually performed that very night) I 
found myſelf ſo little ſeaſoned to my 


ſituation, that I. dreaded] reflection, 


and ſought ſhelter from it in the com- 
pany of the beau; who, promiſing to 
regale me with a lecture upon talte, 
conducted me to the common ſide, 
where I ſaw a number of naked mi- 
ſerable wretches aſſembled together. 
We had not been here many mi- 
nutes, when a figure appeared, wrapt 
in a dirty rug, tied about his loins 
with two pieces of liſt, of different co- 
lours, knotted together; having a 
black bathy beard, and his head co- 
vered with a huge maſs of brown peri- 
wig, which ſeemed to have been raviſh- 


ed from the crown of ſome ſcare- crow. 


This apparition, ſtalking in with great 
ſolemnity, made a profound bow to 
the audience, who ſignified their appro- 
bation by a general reſponſe of, How 
dye do, doctor? He then turned to- 
wards us, and honoured Jackſon with 
a particular ſalutation: upon which 
my friend, in a formal manner, intro- 
duced him to me by the name of 
Mr. Melopoyn. This ceremony being 


over, he advanced into the middle of 


the congregation, which crouded a- 
round him, and hemming three times, 
to my utter aſtoniſhment, | pa ole. 
with great ſignificance of voice and 


geſture, a very elegant and ingenious. 


diſcourſe upon the difference between 
genius and taſte, illuſtrating his aſſer- 
tions with apt quotations from the beſt 
authors, ancient as well as modern. 
When he had finiſhed his harangue, 
which laſted a full hour, he bowed 
again to the ſpectators; not one of 
whom, I was informed, underſtood fo 
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much as a ſentenee of what he had ut- 
tered They manifeſted, however, their 
admiration and eſteem by voluntary 


+4 


contribution, which, Jackſon told meg 


one week with another, amounted to 
eighteen pence. This- moderate ſti- 
pend, together with ſome ſmall pre- 


ſents that he received for making up dif- 


ferences, and deciding cauſes — | 
the priſoners, juſt enabled him tobreaths 
and walk about, in the groteſque figure 
I have deſcribed. I unge Bite. 


that he was an excellent poet, and had 


compoſed a tragedy, "which was allow- 
ed by every body who had ſeen it, to 
be a performance of great merit; that 
his learning was infinite, his morals 
unexceptionable, and his modeſty in- 
vincible. Such a character could not 
fail of attracting my regard; I longed 
impatiently to he acquainted with him, 
and deſired Jack ſon would engage him 
to ſpend the evening in my apartment, 
My requeſt was granted, he fayoured 
us with his company, and in the courſe 
of our converſation, perceiving that T 
had a ſtrong paſſion for the Belles Let- 
tres, acquitted himſelf fo well on that 
ſubject, that I expreſſed a fervent de- 
ſire of ſeeing his productions. In this 

oint too he gratified my inclination ; 
E promiſed to bring his tragedy to my 
room next day, ng in the mean time 
entertained me with ſome detached 
pieces, which gave me a very advanta- 
geous idea of his poetical talent. A- 


mong other things, I Was particularly 


leaſed with ſome elegies, in imita- 
tion of Tibullus ; one of which 1 
leave to ſubmit to the reader, as a ſpe- 
cimen of his complexion and capacity. 


| I. e 
W ERE now are all my flatt' ring 
dreams of joy? | : 

Monimia, give my ſoul her wonted reſt; -, 
Since firit thy beauty fix d my roving eye, 
Heart-gnawing cares corrode my penſive 


breaſt! : 

5 II. | Ws 

Let happy lovers fly where pleaſures call, 
With feſtive ſong beguile the fleeting hour; 
Lead beauty thro' the mazes of the ball, 
Or prets her wanton in love's roſeate bower. 
| III. Ele 

For me, no more I'll range th empurpled 


mead, 


Where ſhepherds pipe, and virgins dance 


around ; 


Nor wander thro' the woodbine's fragrant - 


ſhade, | 
To heap the mulis of the grove —_— | 
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1 be dme lonely church; of dreary 


Where fancy eines che glimarcig taper 
ue | ; 3 
_ - - Where damips hang movld'ring on the 


ivy'd wall; | 1 
And _ ghoſts drink tip the,niidnight 


g * V. * - L 4 
There leagu'd in bopeleſs ſs anguiſh and 


6 deſpair, 1 

Awhile in filence o'er my fate repine! 
Then, with à long farewel to love and 

Care, 5 

To kindred duſt my weary limbs conſigns 

. VI. | * . 

4 Wilt thou, Monimia, fied a gracious tear, 

On the cold grave where all my ſorrows reſt ? 
Strew vernal flow'rs, applaud my love 


ſincere, : | 
And bid the turf lie gaſy on my breaſt ! 


I was wonderfully affected with this 
hetic complaint, which ſeemed fo 
well calculated for my-own diſappoint- 
ment in love, that I could not help 
attaching the idea of Narciſſa to the 
name of Monimia, and of formin 
Tuch melancholy-preſages of my pal- 
Lon, that I could not recover my tran- 
Nuility; and was fain to have recourſe 
to the bottle, which repared me for a 
profound ſleep, that I could not other- 
wiſe have enjoyed. Whether theſe 
Impreſfions invited and introduced a 


1 of other melancholy reflections, 
oReny 
e 


fortitude was all exhauſted in 
effort I had made againſt deſpon- 
dence, during the firſt day of my im- 
riſohment, I cannot determine; but 
-awoke in the horrors, and found 14 
imagination haunted with ſuch dif- 
mal apparitions, that I was ready to 


- deſpair : and 1 believe the reader will 


own, I had no great cauſe to congra- 
tulate myſelf, when I conſidered my 
ſituation. I was interrupted in the 
midſt of theſe gloomy apprehenſions, 
by the arrival of Strap, who contri- 
buted not a little to the re- eſtabliſn- 
ace, by letting me know 
that he had hired himſelf as a journey- 
man barber; by which means he 
would be not only able to ſave me a 
conſiderable expence, but even make 
Mift to lay up ſomething for my ſub- 
filtence after my money thould be 


ment, in'qgſe L ſhould not be relieved 


re. 
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f 


i EAD MELOPOYRN's TRAGEDY; 


AND,CONCELVE A VAST OPINION 
OF His GENIUS—HE RECOUNTS 
nis ADVENTURES. ' 


HIP E we ate our breakfaſt 
together, I made him acquain- 

ted with the character and condition of 
the poet, who came in with his play at 
that inſtant, and imagining we were 
engaged about buſineſs, could not be 
prevailed upon to fit; but leaving his 
performance, went away: My friend's 


tender heart was melted at the fight of 


a gentleman and chriſtian (for he had 
d great veperation for both theſe epi- 
thets) in ſuch miſery; and aſſented 
with great chearfulneſs to à propoſal 1 
made of clothing him with our ſuper: 
fluities; a taſk with which he charged 
hiinſelf, and departed immediately to 
perform it; i 

He was hb ſooner gone, than I lock. 
ed my door, and ſat down to the tra- 


gedy, which I read to the end with vaſt 


pleafure; not a little amazed at the 
conduct of the managers who had re- 
jected it. The fable, In my opini- 
on, was well choſen, and naturally 
conducted, the incidents intereſting, 
the characters beautifully contraft 
ſtrongly marked, and well ſupported; 
the diction poetical, ſpirited, and cor- 
rect; the unities of the drama main- 
tained with the moſt ſerupulous exact. 
neſs; the opening gradual and engag- 
ing, the peripeteialn ſurprizing, and 
the cataſtrophe affecting: in ſhort, 1 
126, 0h it by the laws of Ariſtotle and 
Horace, and could find nothing in it 
exceptionable, but a little roo much 
embelliſhment m fome few places, 
which objectidn he removed to my fa- 
tisfaction, by a quotation from Ari- 
ſtotle's Poeticks, importing, that the 
jeaſt intereſting parts of a poem ought 
to be raiſed => ignifled by the charms | 
and energy of diction. 

I revered his genius, and was ſeized 
with an eager curioſity to know the 


particular events of a fortune To un- 


worthy of his merit. At that inſtant 
Strap returned with a bundle of clothes, 
which I ſent with my compliments to 
Mr. Melopoyn, - as a ſmall token of 
my regard, and defired the fayour of 


his 
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his company to dinner. He accepted 
my preſent invitation, and in leſs than 
half an hour made his appearance in a 
decent dreſs, which altered his figure 
very much to his advantage, I per- 
ceived by his - countenance; that his 


heart was big with gratitude, and en- 


deavoured to prevent his acknowledg- 
ments, by aſking pardon for the liber- 
ty I had taken; he made no reply, 
but with an aſpect full of admiration 
and eſteem, bowed to the ground, while 
the tears guſhed from his eyes.  Af- 
fected with theſe ſymptoms of an in- 
genuous. mind, I ſhifted the converſa- 
tion, and complimented him on his 
erformance; which, I aſſured him, 


| afforded me infinite pleaſure. , My ap- 


robation made him happy: dinner 
($25 ſerved, and Jackſon arrived, I 
begged their permiſſion for Strap to ſit 
at table with us, after having inform- 
ed them, that he was a perſon to whom 
I was extremely obliged; they were 
kind enough to grant that favour, and 
we ate together with great harmony 
and fatisfaction. ,. - 1 
Our. meal being ended, I expreſſed 


wy wonder at the little regard Mr, 


elopoyn had met with from the 


world; and ſignified a deſire of hear- 


ing how he had been treated by the 
managers of the playhouſes, to whom 
J underſtood from Jackſon, he had of- 
fered his tragedy without ſucceſs. 
© There is ſo little entertaining in the 
incidents of my life,“ ſaid he, that 

I am Lure the recital will not recom- 

penſe your attention; hut ſince you 


c 

« 
< diſcover an inclination to know them, 
0 

* 


I underſtand my duty too well to diſ- 
appoint your deſire. Y 


c Y father, who was a curate in 

© the country, being. by the 
narrowneſs of his circumſtances, 
hindered from maintaining me at 
the univerſity, took the charge of 
m A Liga upon himſelf, and 
laboured with ſuch induſtry and 


had little cauſe to regret the want of 
public maſters. Being at great pains 


tion for poetry; upon which he re- 
commended me to an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the claſſicks, in the 
cultivation of which, he aſſiſted me 
with paternal zeal, and uncommon 
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concern in the undertaking, that 1 


to conſult my natural bias, he diſ- 
covered in me, betimes, an inclina- 
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* erudition., © When he thought me 
<. ſufficiently acquainted with the an- 
© cients, he directed my ſtudies to the 


© beſt modern authors, French and Ita» 


© lian, as well as Engliſh, and laid a 
« particular, injunction upon me, to 
make myſelf maſter of my mother 


© tongue. 79 


About the age of eighteen I grew 


_ ambitious of undertaking a work of 
ſome conſequence z and, with my fa» 

ther's approbation, actually planned 
the tragedy you have read; but be- 
fore I had finiſhed four acts, that 
indulgent parent died, and left my 
mother and and me in very indigent 
circumſtances. A near relation com- 

Ne our diſtreſs, took us into 
his family, where I brought my fable 
to a concluſion; and ſoon after that 
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* choly event had ſubſided, I told my, 
© kinſman, who was-a farmer, that 
* having paid my laſt duty to my pa · 
„rent, I had now no attachment te 
detain me in the country, and there- 
< fore, was reſolved to ſet out for Lon- 
don, and offer my play to the ſtage, 
where I did not doubt of acquiring 
a large ſhare of fame as well as for. 


unmindful of my friends and hene- 
factors. My couſin was raviſhed 
with the proſpect of my felicity, and 
willingly contributed towards the 
expence of fitting me out for my ex · 
pedition. 1 * G N 
Accordingly I took a place in the 
waggon, and arrived in town, where 
I hired an apartment in a t, 
willing to live as frugal as poſſible, 
until I ſhould know what I had to 
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I intended to offer my play. For 
though I looked upon mylelf as per- 
fectly ſecure of a good reception; 
imagining that a patentee would be 
as eager to receive, as I to preſent 
my roduction; I did not know 
waet 


engaged in favour of another au 

a circumſtance that would certainly 
retard my ſucceſs, On this con- 
ſideration, too, I determined to be 
ſpeedy in my application, and even 
© to wait upon one of the managers 


© the very next day. For this purpoſe | 


« Tenquiredof-my landlord if he knew 
© where either or both of them lived 
G g * and 


- . 
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period my mother quitted this life. 
When my ſorrow for this melan- 


tune, in which cafe I ſhould not be 


expect from the manager, to whom. 


er or not he might be _- : 
ry 


* 


* 


230 


man, (a tallow-chandler) I made 
„kim acquainted with my deſign ; 
* upop- which he told me that nt 
7 the wrong way to work; that I 
© would not find ſuch eaſy acceſs to a 
© manager as I imagined; and that if 
© TI delivered my performance without 
proper recommendation, it would be 
© as onetoa thouſand if ever it ſhould be 
minded. Take my advice,” ſaid 
© he, ** and your buſineſs is done. One 
c of the patentees is a good catholic, 
v6 as T am, and uſes the ſame father 
ho confeſſes me, I will make you 
«acquainted with this good prieſt, 
4 ho is an excellent ſcholar, and if 


$* he ſhould approve of your play, his 


. recommendation will go a great way 
in determining Mr. Supple to bring 
«jt on the ſtage.” I applauded his 
$ expedient, and was introduced to the 
*: friarz who having peruſed the tra- 
gedy, was . pleaſed to ſignify his ap- 
ey, Was p ih 
7 probation, and commended me in 
© particular, for having avoided all 
© refleftions' upon religion. He pro- 
__ © miſed to uſe all his are with his 
* ſon Supple in my behalf; and to in- 
form himſelf that very day, at what 
time it would be proper for me to 
© wait upon him with the piece, He 
* was punctual in performing his en- 
gagement, and next morning gave 
me to underſtand that he had men- 
© tianed my affair to the manager, and 
that I had no more to do, than to go 
* to' his houſe any time in the fore- 
* noon,' and make uſe of his name, 
upon which J ſhould find immediate 
n x; in agen F took this advice, put 
m 


performance in my boſom, and 


having received directions, went im- 
mediately to the houſe of Mr. Sup- 
© ple, and knocked at the door, which 
F had awicket in the middle, faced 
„ with a net-work of iron. Through 
this a ſervant having viewed me for 
© ſome time, demanded to know my 
-* buſineſs; I told him my bulineſs 
4 was with Mr. Supple, and that I 
came from Mr. O*Varniſh. ' He ex- 
5 amined' my appearance once more, 
© then went away, returned in a few 


„ minutes,” and laid his maſier was 


4 buſy and could not be ſeen. Al- 
though I was a little moxtified at my 


* 
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© and he being curious to know m 

© buſineſs, and at the ſame time ap- 
© pearing to be a very honeſt friend- 
1 2 ng oY . 


 * diſappointment, I was perſuaded thay | 


* my reception way owing to M 
© Supple's ignorance of my erfand 
and that I might meet with no mor 
« obſtrugions of the ſame kind, 
 defired Mr. O' Varniſh to be my in. 
troductor the next time, He com- 
© plied with my requeſt, and obtained 
immediate admittance-to the maya- 
ger, who received me with the ut- 
© moſt civility, and promiſed to read 
my play with the firſt convenience, 
By his own appointment I called 
again in a fortnight, but he was gone 
out; I returned in a week after, and 
the poor gentleman was extremely 
ill; * my viũt in a fortnight 
after that, and he aſſured me, he had 
been ſo much fatigued with buſineſs, 
that he had not been able as yet to 
read it to an end; but he would take 
the firſt opportunity; and in the 
mean ame obſerved, that what he 
had juſt ſeen of it was yery enter- 
taining. I comforted myſelf with 
this declaration a few weeks longer, 
© at the end of which I appeared again 
6 before his wicket, was let in, and 
found him laid up with the gout. I 
© no ſooner entered his chamber, than 
looking at me with a languiſhing eye, 
© he Cad, „% Mr. Wen Em 
« heartily ſorry for 0 that has 
6 
o 
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happened during my illneſs. Vou 
2475 know, r 5 eldeſt boy, 

“ finding your manuſcript upon te 
table in the dining-room, where I 
« uſed to read it, carried it into the 
« kitchen, and leaving it there, a neg- 
«« ligent wench of a cook-maid, miſ- 
15 85 it for waſte paper, has ex- 
« pended ĩt all but a few leaves in ſinge · 
«© ing fowls upon the ſpit. But I hope 
© the misfortune is not irreparable, 
% fince, no doubt, you have ſeveral 


4 copies.” 
I I proteſt to you, my good friend Mr, 
Random, I was extremely ſhocked 
at this information; but the good- 

* natured gentleman' ſeemed to be ſo 
much affected with my misfortune 

that I ſuppreſſed my concern, and told 


* 


. © him, that although Thad not another 


c 

« 

c 

- 

* 

« copy] ſhould be able to retrieve the 

© Jois' by writing another from my me- 

© mory, which was very tenacious, 

© You cannot imagine how well 

© pleaſed Mr. Supple was at this aſſu- 

france; he begged I would fet about 

it immediately, and carefully revolve 

and recollect every W | 
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per, that it might be the ſame indi- 


| e vidual play that he had peruſed. En- 


+ couraged by this infunction, Which 


© plainly demonſtrated how much he 


intereſted himſelf in the affair, I 
6 talked my remembranece and induftry, 


© and in three weeks produced the exact 


£ 

6 

« 

«© image of the former, which was con- 
© yeyed to him by my good friend, fa, 
«© ther O*Varniſh, who told me nextday, 
e that Mr. Supple would reviſe it ſu- 
« perficially, in order to judge of it's 
© {ameneſs with the other, and then 
« give his final anſwer. For this exa- 
© mination I allotted a week; and in 
© full confidence of ſeeing it ated in a 
little while, Jinkagded an audience 
© of the manager, when that term was 
expired. But alas! the ſeaſon had ſlipt 
© away inſenſibly; he convinced me, 
that if my play had been put into re- 
«* hearſal at that time, it could not have 
© been ready for performing until the 
„ end of March, when the benefit 
© nights came on; , conſequently it 
would have interfered with the inte- 
[4 
c 


"© reſt of the players, whom it was not 


© my buſineſs to diſoblige. 


] was fait to acquieſce in theſe rea- 


ſons, which to be lure were extreme- 
ly juſt; and to reſerve my perform- 
ance for the next ſeaſon, when he 
hoped I would not be ſo unlucky. 
Although it was a grievous diſap- 
pointment to me, who by this time 
began to want both money and ne- 


my expectation from the theatre, 
cies, by which the ſum I brought to 


Indeed, I ought to be aſhamecvat this 
circumſtanceof my condutt : for my 
'finances were ſufficient, with good 


comfortably a whole year. You 


you that in ſix months I expended 
not a farthing leſs than ten guineas : 
but when one confiders the tempta- 
poſed in this great city, eſpecially if 

e is addicted to pleaſure; as I am, the 
wonder will vaniſn, or at leaſt abate, 
Nor was the cauſe of my concern li- 
mited to my own ſituation entirely: 


I had writ an account of my good 
reception to my kinſman the farmer, 
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„ kore 1 pretended to commit it to pa- 


L candidly own 


ceſſaries; having, on the ſtrength of 
launched out into ſome extravagan- 


town was already almoſt conſumed. 


economy, to have maintained me 


will perhaps be amazed when I tell 


tions to which a young man is ex- 

« 
=» 
'Y 
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RANDOM, 


© and defired him to depend upon mo 
* for tlie money he had kindly ac- 
© commodated nie with, about the end 
© oof W an which promiſe I now 
* found . myſelf unable to perform. 
© However; there was no remedy but 
© patience: I applied to my landlord, 
© who was a = good-natured man, 

my diſtreſs, and beg- 
© ged his advice in laying down ſome 


plan for my ſubliftence, He readily 


© promiſed to conſult his confeſſor 
© on this ſubje&, and in the mean 
time told me, I was welcome to 
lodge and board with him, until for- 
tune ſhould put it in my power to 
make reſtitution. r 
Mr. O' Varniſh being informed of 
my neceſſity, offered to introduce 
me to the author of a weekly paper, 
who; he did not doubt, would em- 
© ploy me in that way, provided he 
* ſhouldyfind me duly qualified; but 
© upon enquiry, I A that this 
journal was calculated to foment di- 
viſions in the commonwealth, and 
therefore I deſired to be excuſed from 
engaging-in it. He then prepoſed 
that I ſhould write ſometing in the 
poetical way, which I might diſpoſe 
of to a bookſeller for a pretty ſum af 
ready money, and perhaps eſtabliſh 
my own character into the bargain; 
this event would infallibly procure 
friends; and my tragedy would ap- 
pear next, ſeaſon to the beſt advan- 
tage, by being ſupported both hy in- 
tereſt and reputation. I was charmed 
with this proſpect, and having heard 
what friends Mr, Pope acquired by 
his paſtorals, ſet about a work. of 
that kind, and in leſs than ſix weeks 
compoled as many eclogues, which L 
forthwith offered to an eminent hook 
ſeller, who deſired me to leave them 
for his peruſal, and he would give 
me an anſwer in two days, At the 
end of that time, I went to him, 
when he returned the poems, tell- 
ing me, they would not anſwer his 
urpoſe, and ſweetened his refuſal, 
57 laying there were ſome good ele- 
ver lines in them. Not a little de- 
jected at this rebuff, which, I learned 
from Mr. O' Varniſh, was owing to 
the opinion of another author, 
this Pookſeller always conſulted on 
. theſe 2 I W 8 
erſon of the ſame profeſſion, who / 
any, of he a HANG, whe 
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6 paſtorals, and adviſed me, if 1 in- 


: tended to profit by my talents, to 


« write ſomething ſatirical or luſcious, 
* ſuch as the Button Hole, Shockey 
and Towzer, The Leaky Veflel, &c. 
* and yet this was a man in years, 


' © who wore a reverend periwig, look - 


© ed like a ſenator, and went regular- 
© ly to church. Be that as it will, I 
* ſcorned to proftitute my pen in the 
© manner he propoſed, and carried my 
6 papers. to a third, who aſſured me, 


that poetry was 1 out of his 


© way; and aſked if I had got never a 
© piece of ſecret hiſtory, thrown into 
< a ſeries of letters, or a volume of 
adventures, ſuch as thoſe of Ro- 
© binſon Cruſoe, and Colonel Jack, 
or a collection of conundrums, 
< wherewith to entertain the planta- 
© tions. Being quite wnforaithed for 


© this dealer, I had recourſe to ano- | 


ther, with as little ſucceſs; and I 
by 4 believe was rejected by the 
whole trade. | 
© I was afterwards perſuaded to of- 
© fer myſelf as a tranſlator, and ac- 
© cordingly repaired to a perſon, who 
«© was faid to entertain numbers of that 
claſs in his pay; he aſſured me, he 
© hadalready a great deal of that work 
on his hands, which he did not know 
4 whatto do with; obſerved that tran- 
< flation was a mere drug, that branch 
© of literature being. overſtocked with 
an inundation of authors from North 
Britain; and afked what I would 
© expe& per ſheet, for rendering the 


Latin c aſſicks into Engliſh. hat 1 


* 


f o might not make myſelf too cheap, I 


determined to ſet a high price upon 


my qualificttions, and demanded half 
<4 x guinea for every tranſlated ſheet. 


4, Half a guinea ' cried he, ſtaring at + 
© me; then pauſed a little, and iaid 


he had no occaſion for my ſervice at 


"© preſent? I found my error, and re- 


«< folving to make amends, fell one half 


ain my demand; upon which he 
' «© ſtared at me again, and told me his 


hands were full. I attempted others, 
without finding employment, and 
-© was actually reduced to a very un- 


© comfortable proſpect, when I be- 
ir of offering my talents 

to the printers of halfpenny ballads, 

and other fuch occaſional eſſays as 


ure hawked about the ſtreets. With 


Fk ADVEN 
1 told me, the town was cloyed with 
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crowd of them with gin, 


moſt noted and vociferous of this 


* tribe, who directed me to A perſon - 


whom I found 838 a whole 

read and 
chesſe z he carried me into a little 
back-parlour, yery neatly furniſhed, 
where I ſignified my defire of being 


enrolled among his writers ; and was 
aſked what kind of compoſition I 
profeſſed. Underſtanding that my in- 


clination leaned towards poetry, he 
expreſſed his ſatis faction, telling me 
one of his poets had loſt his ſenſes, 
and was confined in Bedlam, and 
the other was become dozed with 
drinking drams; ſo that he had not 
done any thing tolerable theſe many 
weeks. When I propoſed that we 
ſhould enter into terms of agreement, 
he gave me to underſtand, that his 
bargains were always conditional, 
and his authors paid in proportion to 
the ſale of their works. . 
Having therefore ſettled theſe con- 
ditions, which (I do aſſure you) were 
not very advantageous to me, he af- 
ſigned me a ſubje& for a ballad, 
which was to be finiſhed in two hours; 
and I retired to my garret in order to 
perform his .de 6..ay As the theme 
appened to | it my fancy, I com- 
pleated a pretty\ſort of an ode within 
the time preſcribed, and brought it 
to him, big with hope of profit and 
applauſe. - He read it in a twinklin 
and to my utter aſtoniſhment, told 


me it would not do; though, indeed, 


he owned I wrote a good hand, and 


ſpelled very well, but my language 


was too high flown, and of conſe- 
quence not at all adapted to the ca- 
pacity and taſte of his cuſtomers. I 
promiſed to rectify that miſtake, and 
in half an hour humbled my ſtyle to 
the comprehenſion of vulgar readers; 
he approyed of the alteration, and 
ave me ſome hopes of ſucceeding 
in time, though * obſerved, that 
my performance was very deficieut 
in the quaintneſs of expreſſion that 
pleaſes the multitude :- however, to 
artet me, he ventured the ex- 
pence of printing and paper, and if 1 
remember aright, my ſhare of the ſale 
amounted to Hu pence halfpenny- 
From that day I ſtudied the Grub 
Street manner with great diligence, 
and at length became ſuch a profi- 
cient, that my works were. in great 


8 view, I applied to one of the *'* requeſt among the moſt polite of the 
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4 chairmen, 
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s chairmen , draymen, hackney coach» 


© men, footmen, and ſervant maids : 
© nay, I have enjoyed the pleaſure of 
© ſeeing my productions adorned with 
cuts, paſted upon the wall as orna- 
« ments in beer-cellars and coblers 
« (talls; and have actually heard them 
« ſung in clubs of ſubſtantial tradeſ- 


men. But empty praiſe, you know, 


my dear friend, will not ſupply the 
cravings of nature. I found myſelf 
in danger of ſtarving in the midſt of 
all my fame; for of ten ſongs I com- 
ſed, it was well if two had the 
good fortune to pleaſe. For this 
reaſon I turned my thoughts to proſe, 
and during a tract of. gloomy wea- - 
ther, publiſhed an apparition, on the 
ſubſtance of which I ſubſiſted very 
comfortably a whole month : I have 
made many à good meal upon a 
monſtery a rape has often afforded 
me great ſatisfa&ion ; but a murder 
well-timed, was my never failing re- 
ſource. What then! I was a moſt 
miſerable ſlave to my employers, who 
expected to be furniſhed at a minutes 
warning with proſe and yerſe, juſt as 


the times required, whether the in- 
clination was abſent or preſent. 
« Upon my ſincerity, Mr. Random, I 
© have been ſo much peſtered and be- 
ſieged by thoſe children of clamour, 
that life became a burden to me.. 


r. 


THE coxrixvATIOVW AND CON- 
CLUSION OF MR. MELOPOYN'S 
STORY. 


c 12 ſhift, notwithſtanding, to 
© maintain myſelf till the begin- 
ning of next winter, when I renew- 


© ed my addreſſes to my friend Mr. 


« Supple, and was moſt graciouſly re- 
FI ceived. & T have been thinking of 


 .« your affair, Mr. Melopoyn,” ſaid he, 


« and am determined to ſhew how far 


I have your intereſt at heart, by in- 
et troducing you to a young nobleman 
of my acquaintance, who is remark- 


* able for his fine taſte in dramatic 
* writings, and is, beſides, a man of 
* ſuch influence, that if once he ſhould 
<<. approve of your play, his patronage 

f ſupport it againſt all the oe 


sorts of envy and ignorance; fog] 
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they thought the circumſtances of 


% do aſſure you, that merit alone will 
not bring ſucceſs. I have already 
** tpoke of your performance to Lord 
«© Rattle, and if you will call at in 
houſe in a day or two, you ſha 
have a letter of R to his 
* lordſhip.” I was ſenſibly touched 
* with this mark of Mr. Supple's 
* friendſhip, and looking upon my af- 
fair as already done, went home and 
* imparted my good fortune to my 
landlord, who, to render my ap- 
« pearance more acceptable to my pas 
« tron, procured a ſuit of new clothes 
© for me on his own credit. 
Not to trouble you with idle par- 
ticulars, I carried my tragedy to his 
lordſhip's lodgings, and lent it up 
along with Mr. Supple's letter” by 
one of his ſervants, who deſired me, 
by his lord's order, to return in a 
week, I did fo, and was admitted 
to his lordſhip, who received me ve 
courteouſly, told me he had peruſed 
ay play, which he thought, on the 
whole, was the beſt coup d effai he 
had ever ſeen ; but that he had mark- 
ed ſome e fe in the margin, which 
he imagined might be altered for the 
better. I was tranſported with this 
reception, and promiſed (with many 
acknowledgments of his Jordſhip's 
generolity) to be governed ſolely by 
is advice and direction.“ Well 
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cc then,” ſaid he, „ write another fair 


„ copy with the alterations I have 
c propoſed, and bring it to me as ſoon 
© as poſſible; for I am reſolved to have 
c it brought on the ſtage this winter.” 
© You may be ſure I fet about this 
© taſk with alacrity, and although I 
© found. his  lordſhip's remarks much 
© more numerous, and of leſs im- 
«© portance than I expected, I thought 
it was not my intereſt to diſpute upon 
« trifles with my patron ; therefore, 
© I new-modelled it according to his 

« defire in leſs than a month. ET 
© When I waited upon him with the 
manuſcript, I found one of the ac- 
tors at breakfaſt with his lordſhip, 
who immediately introduced him to 
my acquaintance, and deſired him to 
read a ſcene of my play. This taſk 
he performed very. much to my fa- 
a Geile, with regard to emphaſis 
© and pronunciation; but he ſignified 
'© his dilgut at ſeveral words in eve 

© page, which I preſuming to defen 

© Lord Rattle told me with a rg 
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+ tory look, 1 mult not 


pretend to diſ- 
8 with him, who had been a player 
eſe twenty years, and underſtood 
the cοõ,ͤuy of the ſtage better than 
any man living. I was forced to 
ſubmit, and his lordſhip propoſed 
the ſame actor ſhould read the whole 
play in the evening, before ſome 
gentlemen of his acquaintance, 
whom he would convene at his lodg- 
ings for that purpoſe. 
I was preſent at the reading; and 
I proteſt to you, my dear friend, I 
never underwent ſuch a ſevere trial 
in the whole courſe of my life, as 


at that juncture; for although the 


player might be a very honeſt man 
and a good performer, he was ex- 
ceſſively illiterate and aſſuming, and 
made a thouſand frivolous objec- 
tions, which I was not permitted to 
anſwer: however, the piece was very 
much applauded on the whole; the 
eee who, I under- 
ood, were men of fortune, pro- 
miſed to countenance and ſupport it 
as much as they could; and Lord 
Rattle aſſuring me that he would a& 
the part of a careful nurſe to it, de- 
ſired me to carry it home, and alter 
it immediately according to their re- 
marks: I was fain to acquieſce in 
his determination, and fulfilled his 
injunctions with all the expedition in 
my power; but before I could pre- 
ſent the new copy, my good friend 
Mr. Supple had diſpoſed of his pro- 
perty and patent to one Mr. Brayer ; 
ſo that freſh intereſt was to be made 
with the new manager. This taſk 
Lord Rattle undertook, having ſome 
acquaintance with him, and recom- 
mended my performance ſo ſtrongly, 
that it was received. 
I looked upon myſelf now as upon 


the eve of reaping the fruits of all 


my labour: I waited a few days in 
expectation of it's being put into re- 
hearſal, and. wondering at the de- 


lay, applied to my worthy pa- 


tron, who excuſed Mr. Brayer on 


account of the multiplicity of buſi- 


neſs in which he was involved, 'and 
bade me beware of teazing the pa- 
tentee. I treaſured up this caution, 
and exerted my patience three weeks 
longer; at the end of which his 
lordſhip gave me to underſtand that 
Mr. Brayer had read my play, and 


owned it had undubitable merit; 
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© but 2s he had lon been pre: engig · 


ed to another author, he could not 
poſſibly repreſent it that ſeaſon; 
though, if T would reſerve it for the 
next, and in the interim make ſuch 
alterations as he had propoſed by 
obſervations on the margin, I might 
depend upon his compliance. 

© Thunderftruck at this diſappoint. 
ment, I could not, for ſome minutes 
utter one ſyllable: At length, how. 
ever, I complained dine of the 
manager's inſincerity in amuſing me 
ſo long, when he knew from the 
beginning that he could not gratify 
my deſire. 
manded me for my freedom, ſaid Mr, 
Brayer was a man of honour, and 
imputed his behaviour with reſpe& 
to me, to nothing elſe but forgetful- 
neſs. And indeed I have had ſome 
reaſon ſince that time, to be con- 
vinced of his bad memory : for, in 
ſpite of appearances, I will not allow 
myſelf to interpret his conduct any 
other way. Lord Rattle obſervin 
me very much affected with my dif. 
appointment, offered his. intereſt to 
bring on my play at the other houſe, 
which I eagerly accepting, he forth- 
with wrote a letter of recommenda- 
tion to Mr. Bellower, actor, and 
prime miniſter to Mr. Vandal, pro- 
prietor of that theatre: and deſired 
me to deliver it with my tragedy with- 
out loſs of time. Accordingly, 1 
haſtened ,to his houſe, where, after 
having waited a whole hour in a lob- 


by, 1 was admitted to his preſence, 


and m 
great 


performance received with 
ate.. He told me he was ex- 


tremely buſy at preſent, but he would 


peruſe it as ſoon as poſſible; and 
bade me call again ina week. I took 
my leave, not a little aſtoniſhed at 
the port and ſupercilious behaviour 
of this ſtage-player, who had not 
treated me with good manners; and 
began to think the dignity of a poet 
greatly impaired ſince the days o 
Euripides and Sophocles ; but all 
this was nothing in compariſon o 
what I have ſince obſerved. 

© Well, Mr. Random, I went back 
at the appointed time, and was told 


that Mr. Bellower was engaged, and 


could not ſee me. 1 repeated my vi- 

fit a few days after, and having wait- 

ed a conſiderable time, was favoured 

with an audience, during 3 
a * 


— 


But his 2 repri- 
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5 ſaid he had not as yet read my play. 
Nettled at this uſage, I could con- 


s tain myſelf no longer, bur telling 


s him, I imagined he would have 


paid more deference to Lord Rattle's 
© recommendation, demanded my ma- 


5 nuſcript with ſome expreſſions of re- 


© ſentment. ** Aye, faidhe, in a the- 


t atrical/ tone, with all my heart.“ 
Then pulling out- a drawer of the 
+ bureau at which he ſat, he took 
out a bundle, and threw it upon a 
table that was near him, pronouncing 
the word, „There, with great 
« diſdain. I took it up, and perceiv- 
ing, with ſome ſurprize, that it was 
a comedy, told him it did not belong 
to me; upon which he offered me an- 
other, which I alſo diſclaimed. A 
third was produced, and rejected for 
the ſame reaſon. At length he pull - 
ed out a whole handful, and ſpread 
them before me, ſaying, There 
are ſeven - take which you pleaſe 
te or take them all.” I ſingled out 


my own, and went away, ſtruck 


dumb with admiration at what I had 
6 ſeen, not ſo much on account of his 
« inſolence, as of the number of new 
6 plays, which from this circumſtance 
tl concluded were yearly offered to 
+ the ſtage, You may be ſure I did 
© not fail to carry my complaint to 
my patron, who did not receive it 
with all the indignation I expected; 
5 but taxed me with precipitation, and 
told me I muſt lay my account with 
bearing the humours of the players, 
* if I intended to write for the ? ty 
{© There is now no other remedy,” 
© ſaid he, ©* but ta keep it for the next 
% ſeaſon for Mr. Rrayer, and alter it 
« at your leiſure, in the ſummer, ac- 
« cording to his directions. I was 
now reduced to a terrible alternative, 
either to quit all hopes of my trage- 
dy, from which I had all along pro- 
© miſed myſelf a large ſhare of fortune 
© and reputation, or to encounter eight 
long months of adverſity in preparing 
© for and expecting it's appearance. 
This laſt penance, painful as it was, 
© ſeemed moſt eligible to my reflection 
* at that time, and therefore I reſolv- 
© ed to undergo it. 

© Why ſhould I tire you with parti- 
 culars of no conſequence! I wreſtled 
with extreme 
of my probation was expired; and 
went to my Lord Rattle, in order to 


RANDOM, 


verty, until the tune 
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remind him of 'my affair, when I 
underftood, to my great concern, 
that his lordſhip was juſt on the point 
of going abroad, and, which was 
« ſtill more unfortunate to me, Mr. 
Brayer had gone into the country; 
fo that my generous patron had it, 
not in his power to introduce me per- 
ſonally, as he intended: however, 
he wrote a very ſtrong letter to the 
manager in my favour, and put him 
in mind of the promiſe he had made 
in behalf of my play. , 
As ſoon as I was certified of Bray- 
er's return, I went to his houſe with 
* this letter, but was told he was gone 
* out. I called again next day early 
in the morning, received the ſame 
* 
5 
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anſwer, and was defired to leave my 
name and buſineſs; I did fo, anc 
returned the day after, when the ſer- 
« yant (till affirmed that his maſter was 
gone abroad; though I perceived 


© him as I retired, obſerving me through 


© a window. Incenſed at this diſcove- 
© ry, I went to a coffee-houſe hard by, 
© and incloling his lordſhip's letter in 
one for myſelf, demanded a categori- 


© cal anſwer. I ſent it to his houſe by a 


porter, who returned in a few mi- 
© nutes, and told me Mr. Brayer would 
© be glad to ſee me at that inſtant.” I 
© obeyed the ſummons, and was re- 
5 ceived with ſuch profuſion of compli- 
© ments and apologies, that my reſent- 
© ment — ſubſided, and I 
Vas even in pain for the concern which 
© this honeſt man ſhewed at the miſ- 
* take of his ſervant; who, it ſeems, 
© had been ordered to deny him to every 
© body but me. He expreſſed the ut- 
© moft veneration for his good and no- 
ble friend Lord Rattle, whom he 
* ſhould always be proud to ſerve; 
< promiſed to peruſe the play with all 
* diſpatch, and give mea meetin upon : 
it; and as a teſtimony of his ehe m 

© made me a preſent of a general or- 

der for the ſeaſon, by which I ſhould 
© be admitted to any part of the the- 

atre. This was à very agreeable 

© compliment to me, whoſe | greateſt 

«.pleature confiſted in ſeeing dramatic 

performances, and you need not 

doubt that I often availed myſelf 
© of my privilege. As I had an op- 

« portunity, of being behind the ſcenes ' 
when I pleaſed, I frequently con- 
« yerſed with Mr. 4 5 about my. 
play, and aſked when he intended ta, 
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put, it into rehearſal ; but be had al- © gan (God forgive me) to ſuſped the 


* ways ſo much buſineſs _ his hands, 
* that it remained with him unopened 


_ © a conſiderable while; and I became 


very uneaſy about the ſeaſon, that 
* waſted apace, when I ſaw in the pa- 
pers, another new play advertiſed, 
4 which had been written, offered, ac- 
© cepted, and rehearſed, in the compaſs 
© of three months. You may eaſily 
« gueſs how much I was confounded 


Ad © at this event! I own to you, that in 


© the firit tranſport of my anger, I 
© ſulpefted Mr. Brayer of having 
< aRed towards me in the moſt pitiful 
c dious manner; and was actual- 
ly glad at his diſappointment in the 
s ſucceſs of his favourite piece, which, 
© by the ſtrength of art, lingered till 
«the third night, and then died in a 
deplorable manner. But now that 
paſſion has no ſhare in my reflection. 
I am willing to aſcribe his behavi- 
our to his want of memory or want 
of judgment; which, you know, are 
natural defects, that are more worthy 
of compaſſion than reproach. 
© About this time I happened to be 


me ſhe was acquainted with the 
wife of a gentleman who was very 
well known to a lady who had great 


mate with Earl Sheerwit, and that, if 


in my behalf. As this nobleman 
had the character of a Mecænas in 
the nation, and could ſtamp a value 
upon any work hy his ſole counte- 
£ nance and approbation, I accepted 
her offer with eagerneſs, in full confi- 
© dence of ſeeing my reputation eſtab- 


4 liſhed, and any. wiſhes fulfilled in a 
very ſhort time, 


ſhould have the good fortune to pleaſe 


E his lordſhip's taſte. I withdrew the 


£ manuſcript from the hands of Mr. 


_ © Brayer, and committed it to the care 


4 of this gentlewoman, who lahoured 


4 ſo effectually in my intereſt, that in 


c leſs than a month jt was conveyed to 
« thecarl, andin a few weeks after 


„ had the ſatis faction to hear that he 


« read and approved it very much. 
£ 8 with this piece of intel- 
c ligence, I flattered myſelf. with the 
hopes of his intereſting himſelf in it's 


© © favour; but hearing no more of the 


(mutter in three whole months, I be» 


in company with a gentlewoman, 
who having heard of my tragedy, told 


intereſt with a perſon who was inti- 


[ pleaſed, ſhe would uſe her influence 


rovided that I. 
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veracity of the perſon who brought 
me the ous tidings : for I thought 
it impoſſible, that a man of his rank 
wad 3 who knew the diff. 
culty of writing a good tragedy, and 
underſtood the Indy of he Jarre 
ſhould read and applaud an effay of 
this kind, without feeling an incli- 
nation to befriend the author, whom 
his countenance alone could raiſe 


long before I-found my friend very 
much wronged by my opinion, 

* You mult know that the civilities 
I had received from Lord Rattle, and 


the deſire he manifeſted to promote 


the ſucceſs of my play, encouraged 
me to write an account of my bad 
fortune to his lordſhip, who conde- 
ſcended ſo far as to deſire, by letter, 


«young ſquire of a great eſtate, with 
w 


om he was intimate, to eſpouſe 
my cauſe; and, in particular, make 
me acquainted with one Mr. Mar- 
mozet, a celebrated player, who had, 
lately appeared on the ſtage with 
aſtoniſhing eclat, and bore ſuch ſway 
in the houſe where he acted, that the 
managers durſt not refuſe any thing 


he recommended. The young gen- 


tleman whom Lord Rattle had em- 
ployed for this purpoſe, being diff- 
dent of his own intereſt with Mr. 


| Marmozet, had recourſe to a noble- 


man of his acquaintance; who, at 
his ſolicitation, was ſo good as to 


introduce me to him; and the conver- 


ſation turning upon my performance, 


J was not a little ſurprized, as well 


as pleaſed to hear, that Earl Sheer- 


wit had ſpoken very much in it's 


praiſe, and even ſent Mr. Marmo- 
zet the copy, with a meſſage expreſ- 
ſing a deſire that he would act in it 
next ſeaſon. Nor was the favourite 


actor backward in commending the 
piece, which he mentioned with ſome 


expreſſions of regard that I do not 
chuſe to repeat; aſſuring me that he 
would appear in it, provided he 
ſhould be engaged to play at all du- 
ring the enſuing ſeaſon. In the mean 
time, he deſired I would give him 


leave to peruſe it in the country, 


whither he intended to remove next 
day, that he might have leiſure to 
conſider and point out ſuch altera- 
tions as might, perhaps, be neceſſary 


for it's repreſentation; and took my 


c direction, 


But it was not 


) 
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direction, that he might communi- 


ſhould make, Truſting to theſe af. 
ſurances, and the intereſt which had 
been made in my bahalf, I hugged 


myſelf in the expectation of ſeeing 
it not only acted, but acted to the 


greateſt advantage, and this I thought 
could not fail of recompenſing me in 
an ample manner, for the anxiety 
and afffiction I had undergone : but 
ſix weeks being Sago, I did not 


know how to reconcile Mr. Marmo- 
zet's ſilence; with his promiſe of 


writing to me in ten days after he 
ſet out for the country; however, 
I was at laſt favoured with a letter, 
importing that he had made ſome re- 
marks on my tragedy, which he 
would freely impart at meeting, and 
adviſing me to put it, without loſs 
of time, into the hands of that ma- 
nager who had the beſt company; 
as he himſelf was quite uncertain, 
whether or not he ſhould be engaged 
that winter. Iwas a good deal alarm- 
ed at this laſt part of his letter, and 


adviſed about it with a friend, who 


told me, it was a plain indication of 
Mr. Marmozet's deſire to get rid of 
his promiſe: that his pretended un- 
certainty about his acting next win- 
ter, was no other than a ſcandalous 
evaſion ; for, to his certain know- 
ledge, he was already engaged, or 
at leaſt in terms with Mr. Vandal; 
and that his deſign was to diſappoint 
me, in favour of a new comedy, 
which he had purchaſed of the au- 
thor, and intended to bring upon the 
ſtage for his own advantage. In 
ſhort, my dear Sir, this perſon, who, 
I muſt own, is of a ſanguine com- 
plexion, handled the moral charac- 
ter of Mr. Marmozet with ſuch ſe- 
verity, that I began to ſuſpect him 
of ſome particular prejudice, and 
E myſelf upon my guard againſt 


is infinuations. I ought to crave 


pardon for this tedious narration of 


trivial circumſtances, which, how- 


ever intereſting they may be to me, 


muſt certainly be very dry and inſi- 
pid to the ear of one unconcerned in 
the affair. 
meaning of your looks, and will 
proceed, Well, Sir, Mr. Marmo- 
zet, upon his return to town, treat- 


ed me with uncommon complaiſance, 


and. invited me to his lodgings, 


But I underſtand the 
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where he propoſed to communicate 
his "remarks; which I confeſs were 
more unfavourable than I expected; 


but I anſwered his objections, and, 


as I thought, brought him over tg 
my 3 ; for, on the whole, he 


ſignified the higheſt approbation of 
the performance, In the courſe of 
our diſpute, I was not a little furs 


prized to find this poor geritleman's 
memory -ſo treacherous as to let him 
forget what he had ſaid to me be- 
fore he went out of town, in regard 
to Earl Sheerwit's opinion of m 
play, which he now profeſſed him. 
ſelf ignorant of; and I was extremes 
ly mortified at hearing from his own - 
mouth, that his intereſt with Mr. 
Vandal was ſo very low, as to be in- 
ſufficient of itſelf to bring a ne piece 
upon the ſtage. I then begged his 
advice, and he counſelled me to ap- 
ly to Earl Sheerwit for a meſſa 
in my favour to the manager, who 
would not preſume to refuſe any 
thing recommended by ſo great a 
man; and he was ſo kind as to pro- 
miſe to ſecond this meſſage with all 
his power. I had immediate re- 
courſe to the worthy gentlewoman 
my friend already mentioned, who 
opened the channels of her convey» 
ance with ſuch expedition, that in a 
few days I had a promiſe of the meſ. 
ſage, provided I could aſſure myſelf 
of Mr. Vandal's being unengaged to 
any other author; for his lordſhip 
did not chuſe to condeſcend fo far, 
until he ſhould underſtand that there 
was a pry at leaſt, of ſuc» 
ceeding ; at the ſame time that bleſ- 
ſed me with this piece of news, I 
was ſtartled at another, by the ſame 
canal of communication; which was, 
that Mr. Marmozet, before he ads 
viſed me to this application, had in- 
formed the earl, that he had read my 
play, and found it- altogether unfit 
for the ſtage. Though could not 
doubt the certainty of this intelli- 
gence, I believe there was ſome miſ- 
apprehenſion in the caſe; and, with- 
out taking any notice of it, told Mr, 
Marmozet the anſwer I had been 
favoured with; and he promiſed to 
alk Mr. Vandal the queſtion propoſ- 
ed. I waited upon him in a day or 
two, when he gave me to underſtand, 
that Mr. Vandal. having. profeſſed 
himſelf free of-all engagements, he 
EET Ka had 
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© had put my play into into his hands, 
© and repreſented it as a piece ſtrongly 
© recommended by Earl Sheerwit, who 
© (he aſſured him) would honour him 
* with ameſlage in it's favour; and he 
* deſired me to call for an anſwer at 
Mr. Vandal's houſe, in three days. 
II followed his directions, and found 
the manager; who, being made ac- 
* quainted with my bufineſs, owned 
" that Mr, Marmozet had given him a 
© manuſcript play, but denied that he 
© had mentioned Earl Sheerwit's name. 
© When I informed him of the circum- 
© ſtances of the affair, he ſaid he had no 
engagement with any author; that he 
would read my tragedy forthwith ; 
and did not believe he ſhould ven- 
ture to reject it in contradiction to 
his lordſhip's opinion, for which he 
had the utmoſt veneration, but put 
it into rehearſal without loſs of 
time. I was ſo much intoxicated 
with this encouragement, that I 
overlooked the myſterious conduct 
of Mr. Marmozet, and attended the 
manager at the time appointed, when, 
to my infivite confuſion, he pro- 
_ © nounced my play improper for the 
© ſtage, and rejected it "accordingly. 
© As ſoon as I could recolle& mytelf 
* from the diſorder into which this un- 
expected refuſal had thrown me, I 
f a deſire of hearing his ob- 
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indiftin&, and unintelligible, that I 
perſuaded myſelf he had not at all 
peruſed the piece, but had been 

rompted by ſomebody, whoſe leſſons 
he had not rightiy retained. How- 
ever, I have been ſince informed, 
that the poor man's head, which was 
not naturally very clear, had been 
diſordered with ſuperſtition, and that 
he laboured under the tyranny of a 
wife, and the terrors of hell fire at 
the ſame time. Precipitated in this 
© manner, from the higheſt pinnacle 
© of hope, to the abyſs of deſpon- 
« dence, I was ready to fink under the 
© burden of my affliction; and in the 
© bitterneſs of my anguiſh, could not 
* help entertaining 
Mr. Marmozet's integrity, when I 
© recolleted and compared the cir- 
*-cumſt inces of his conduct towards 
me. I was encouraged in this ſu- 
* ſpicion, by being told, that my Lord 
© Sheerwit had ſpoke of his character 
* with great contempt; and, in par- 
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© ticular, reſented his mſolence in oy. 
K 5 his own taſte to that of 15 
* lordſhip concerning my tragedy, 
© While I heſitated between different 
© opinions of the matter, that friend, 
© who (as I told you before) was 2 
© little hot-headed, favoured me with 
© viſit; and having heard a circum. 
© ſtantial account of the whole affair, 
© could not contain his indignation, 
© but affirmed without ceremony, that 
© Marmozet was the ſole occaſion of 
© my diſappointment; that he had ad- 
c xd from firſt to laſt with the moſt 
« perfidious diſſimulation, cajoling me 
© with infinuating civilities, while he 
© under-band employed all his art and 
© influence to prejudice the ignorant 
manager againſt my performance; 
that nothing could equal his hypo- 
© criſy but his avarice, which en- 
groſſed the faculties of his foul ſo 
© much, that he ſcrupled not to be 
© guilty of the meaneſt practices to 
« gratify that ſordid appetite ; that in 
© conſequence of this diſpoſition, he 
had proſtituted his honour in betray. 
* ing my inexperience, and in under- 
mining the intereſt of another author 
of eſtabliſhed reputation, who had 
* alſo offered a tragedy to the ſtage, 
© which he thought would interfere 
« withthe ſucceſs of the comedy he had 
* bought, and determined to bring on 
© at all events. | Ro 

© I Has ſhocked at the deſcription of 
ſuch a monſter, which I could not 
believe exiſted in the world, bad as 
it is, and argued againſt the aſſere- 
rations of my friend; by demon- 
ftrating the. bad policy of fuch be- 
haviour, which could not fail of en- 
tailing infamy upon the author; and 
the ſmall temptation that a man of 
Mr. Marmozet's figure and ſucceſs, 
could have to conſult his intereſt in 
ſuch a groveling manner, which 
mult create contempt and abhorrence 
of him in his patrons, and. effectu- 
ally deprive him of the countenance 
and protection he now enjoys in ſuch 
an eminent degree. He pretended 
to Jaugh at my fimplicity, and 
aſked if I knew for which of his 
virtues he was ſo much careſſed by 
© the people of fafhion. * It is not,” 


„ „ VR _©___MVYTD 


© ſaid he, „ for the qualities of his 
« heart, that this little paraſite is in- 
© vited to the tables of dukes and 
, lords who hire Wxtraardinary cots 
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« for his entertainment: his ayarice 
« they ſee not, his ingratitude they 
« feel not, his hypocrify accommo- 
« (ates itſelf to their humours, and is 
ce of conſequence pleaſing ; but he is 
« chiefly, courted for his buffoonery, 


« and will be admitted into the choiceſt 


« parties of 1.905 for his talent of 
ce mimicking Punch and his wife Joan, 
« when a poet of the moſt exquiſite 
« genius, is not able to attrad the 
e Teal regard.” God forbid, Mr. 
Random, that I ſhould credit aſſer- 
tions that degrade the dignity of our 
« ſuperiors fo much, and repreſent that 
© poor man as the moſt abject of all 
© beings! No, I looked upon them 
© as the hyperboles of paſſion; and 
though that comedy of which he 
« ſpoke did actually appear, I dare 


© not doubt the innocence of Mr. 
Marmazet, who, I am told, is as 


much as ever in favour with the 
earl; a circumſtance that, ſurely, 
could not be, unleſs he had vindi- 
cated his character to the ſatisfa&ion 
of his lordſhip. Pray forgive this 
long digreſſion, and give me the 
hearing a little longer; for, thank 
Heaven! I am now near the goal. 

© Baffjed in all my attempts, I de- 
ſpaired of ſeeing my play acted; and 
bethonght myſelf of chuſing ſome 
employment, that might afford a 
ſure, though mean ſubſiſtence ; but 
my landlord, to whom I was by this 


had laid his account with having his 
money paid al] in a heap, from the 
po of my third night, could not 

rook his diſappointment, therefore 
made another effort in my behalf, 
and by dint of intereſt, procured a 
meſſage from a lady of faſhion to 
Mr. Brayer, wha had always pro- 
feſſed a great veneration for her, de- 


forthwith, and aſſuring him that ſhe 
and all her friends would ſupport it 
in the performance: to ſtrengthen 
my iatereſt, ſhe engaged his beſt 
actors in my cauſe ; and in ſhort ex- 
erted herſelf ſo much, that it was 
again received, and my hopes began 
to revive. | But Mr. Brayer, honeſt 


man, was ſo much engroſſed by bu- 
ſineſs of vaſt conſequence, though to 
appearance he had nothing at all to 
do, that he could not find time to 
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time conſiderably indebted, and who 
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ſiring that he would ſet up my play 


. 
© read it until the ſeaſon was pretty far 
© advanced; and read it he muſt, for 
« notwithſtanding his having peruſed 
© jt before, his memory did not retain 
one circumſtance of the matter. 
© At length he favoured it with his 
attention, and having propoſed cer- 
tain alterations, ſent his duty to the 
lady who patronized it, and pro- 
miſled, on his honour, to hring it on 
next winter, provided theſe altera- 
rations ſhould be made, and thecopy 
delivered to him before the end of 
April. With an aching heart, I 
ſubmitted to theſe conditions, and 
erformed them accordingly : but 
ortune owed me another 6. Loud 
mortification ; Mr. Marmozet, du- 
ring the ſummer, became joint-pa- 
tentee with Mr, Brayer, ſo that 
when I claimed performance of ar- 
ticles, I was told, he could do no- 
thing without the conſent of his 
partner, who was pre-engaged to 
another author. | | i 
My condition was rendered deſpe- 
rate by the death of my good friend 
and landlord, whoſe executors ob- 
tained a judgment againſt my effects, 
which they ſeized, turned me out 
into the ſtreets naked, friendleſs, - 
and forlorn; there I was arreſted at 
the ſuit of my e and thrown 
into this priſon, where I have made 
ſhift to live theſe five weeks on the 
bounty of my fellow-priſoners, who, 
IT hope, are not the worſe for the in- 
ſtruction and good offices by which 
I manifeſt my gratitude; but in ſpite 
of all their charitable endeavours 
my life was ſcarce tolerable, until 
our uncommon benovolence ena» 
bled me to enjoy it with comfort,” 
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I AM SEIZED WITH A DEEP M- 
LANCHOLY, AND BECOME A $LO» 
VEN—AM RELIEVED BY MY 
UNCLE—HE PREVAILS UPON ME 
TO ENGAGE WITH HIS OWNERS, , 
AS SURGEON OF THE SHIP 
WHICH HE COMMANDS —— HE , 


% 


MAKES ME A CONSIDERABLE _ 


PRESENT=—ENTERTAINS STRAP 
As HIS STEWARD ———1 TAKE 


LEAVE OF MY FRIENDS, AND o 
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shall not make any refleftions on 
this ſtory, in the courſe of which 


the reader muſt perceive how egregi- 


ouſly the fimplicity and milky diſpo- 
fition of this worthy man, had been 
duped and abuſed by a ſet of ſcoun- 
drels, who were ſo habituated to falſe- 


_ hood and equivocation, that I verily 


believe they would have found the 


utmoſt difficulty in uttering one ſyl- 
lable of truth, though their lives had. 


depended upon their ſincerity. Not- 
dio al) I had ſuffered from. 
the knavery and ſelfiſhneſs of man- 
kind, I was amazed and incenſed at 
the bate indifference which ſuffered 


ſuch uncommon merit as he poſſeſſed, 
to languiſh in obſcurity, and ſtruggle 


with all the miſeries of a loathſome 
Jail ; and ſhould have bleſſed the occa- 


fon that ſecluded me from ſuch a per- 


fidious world, had not the remem- 
branee of the amiable Narciſſa pre- 
ſerved my attachment to that ſociety 
of which ſhe conſtituted a part. The 
picture of that lovely creature was the 
conſtant companion of my ſolitude ; 
8 often did I contemplate the re- 
emblance of thoſe enchanting features 
that firſt captivated my heart! How. 
often did I weep over thoſe endearing; 
ſcenes which her image recalled! and 
how often did I ourſe my perfidious 
fate for having robbed me of the fair: 


iginal! In vain did my imagination. 
| fatter me with ſchemes of future hap- 


pineſs; ſurly reaſon always interpoſed, 
and in a moment overthrew the un-. 
ſubſtantial fabrick, by chaſtiſing the 
extravagance of my hope, and repre- 
ſenting my unhappy fituation in the 
right point of view: in vain did I fl 
for refuge to the amuſements of the 
lace, and engage m the parties of 
. at cards, billiards, nine- 
pins, and fives; à train of melancholy 
thoughts took poſſeſſion of my ſoul, 
which even the converſation of Melo- 


poyn could not divert. Lordered Strap to 


enquire every day at Banter's lodgings, 
in expectation of hearing again from 
my charmer ; and my diſappointment 


. conſiderably augmented my chagrin. 


My affectionate valet was infected with 


my ſorrow, and often ſat with me 


whole hours without ſpeaking, utter- 
ing ſigh for kgh, and ſhedding tear for 
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tear. This fellowſhip increaſed our 
diſtemper; he became incapable of hu. 
ſineſs, and was diſcarded by his maſter; 
while I, ſeeing my money melt away, 
without any certainty of deliverance, 
and in ſhort, all my Ravel fruſtrated; 
grew negligent of life, loſt all appe. 
tite, and degenerated into ſuch a ſloven, 
that during the ſpace of two months, 
I was neither waſhed, ſhifted, nor 
ſhaved; ſo that my face, rendered 
meagre with abſtinence, was obſcured 
with dirt, and overſhadowed with hair, 
and my whole appearance ſqualid and 
even frightful.; when, one 0 Strap 
brought me notice, that there was a 
man below who wanted to ſpeak with 
me, Rouzed at this intelligence, and 


in full 1 55 of receiving a letter from 


the dear object of 19y love, I ran down 
ſtairs with the, utmoſt precipitation, 
and found, to my infinite ſurprize, my 
n uncle Mr. Bowling! Tran- 
ported at the fight, I ſprung forward 
to embrace him. Upon which. he 
ſtarted aſide with great agility, drew 
his hanger, apd put himſelf upon 
his guard; crying, © Ayaſt, brother, 
* avaſt! ſheer off, —Yo ho! you' turn. 
* key, why don't you keep a better 
© look out? here's one of your crazy 
+ priſoners broke from his laſhings, I 
do ſuppoſe. I could not help laugh- 
ing heartily at his miſtake; but this I 
ſoon rectifſied by my voice, which he 
inſtantly recolle&ed, and ſhook me by 
the hand with great affection, teſtify- 
ing his concern at ſeeing me in ſuch a 
miſerable condition, 


conducted him to my apartment, 


where, in preſence of Strap, whom I 
introduced to him as one of my beſt 
friends, he gave me to underſtand, 
that he was juſt arrived from the coaſt 


of Guinea, after having made a pretty 


ſucceſsful voyage, in which he had a&- 
ed as mate, until. the ſhip was attacked 
by a French privateer; that the captain 


being killed during the engagement,, 


he had taken the command, and was ſo 
fortunate as to fink the enemy; after 


which exploit he fell in with a mer- 


chant ſhip from Martinico, laden with 


ſugar, indigo, and ſome filver; and, 


by virtue of his letter of marque, at- 


tacked, took, and brought her ſafe. 
into Kinſale in Ireland, where ſhe was 


condemned as a lawful prize; by 
which means he had, not only got a 


pretty large ſum of money, but alſo 


acquired 
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had already conferred upon him 
the command of a large ſhip, mounted 
with twenty nine pounders, ready to 
{ail upon a very advantageous voyage, 
which he was not at liberty to diſcover. 
And he aſſured me, that it was with 
the greateſt difficulty he had found me, 
in conſequence of a direction left for 
him at his lodgings at Wapping. 

I was rejoiced beyond meaſure, at 
this account of his good fortune; and, 
at his deſire, -recounted all the adven- 
tures *that had happened to me ſince 
we parted, When he underſtood the 
particulars of Strap's attachment to 
me, he ſqueezed his hand very cor- 
dially, and promiſed to make a man 


of him; then giving me ten guineas 


for my preſent occaſion, took à di- 
rection for the taylor who arreſted 
me, and went away, in order to diſ- 
charge the debt, telling me at parting, 
that he would ſoon fetch up all my 


| leeway with a wet ſail. 


I was utterly confounded at this 
ſudden tranſition, which atfefted me 
more than any reverſe I had formerly 
felt; and a crowd of incoherent ideas 
ruſhed ſo impetuouſly upon my imagi- 
nation, that my reaſon could neither 


| ſeparate nor connect them; when Strap, 


whoſe joy had manifeſted itſelf in a 
thouſand fooleries, came into my room 
with his ſhaving utenſils, and without 
any previous intimation, began to la- 
ther my beard, whiſtling with great 


emotion all the while. I ſtarted from 


my reverie, and being too well ac- 
quainted with Strap, to truſt myſelf in 


his hands while he was under ſuch 


agitation, deſired to be excuſed; ſent 


for another barber, and ſuffered myſelf 


to be trimmed. Having performed 
the ceremony of ablution, I ſhifted, 
and dreſſing in my gayeſt apparel, 
waited for the return of my uncle, 
who was agreeably ſurprizi 
ſudden transformation. | 

This beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied 


my exeditor, and obtained an order 
for my diſcharge, ſo that I was no 


longer a priſoner; but as I had ſome 


reluctance to part with my friends and 


fellows in diſtreſs, I prevailed upon 


Mr. Bowling to favour us with his 
companys and invited Mr, Melopoyn 


and Jackſon to ſpend the evening at 
my apartment, where I regaled them 
with a ſypper, good wine, and the 


0 na4NDOD. 
acquired the favour of his owners, 
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heartily congratulated me, notwith- 
ſtanding the loſs of my company, 
which they were pleaſed to ſay they 
ſhould ſeverely feel. As for Jackſon, 
his misfortune made ſo little impreſ- 
ſion on himſelf, and he was altogether 
ſo looſe, indifferent, and indiſereet, that 
I could ſcarce pity his ſituation: but I 
had conceived a veneration and friend- 
ſhip for the poet, who was, in all reſpects, 
an object much more worthy of com- 


paſſion and regard. When our gueſts. 


_ withdrew, and my uncle had retired, 


with an intention to viſit me next 
morning, I made up a bundle of ſome 
linen, and other neceſſaries, and bid-. 
ding Strap carry them to Mr. Melo- 


poyn's lodging, went thither myſelf, 


and preſſed it upon his acceptance, 
with five guineas, which with much, 
diftculty he received, aſſuring me at. 
the ſame time, that he ſhould never. 
have it in his power to make ſatisfac- 
tion. I then aſked if I could ſerve 
him any other way: to which he an- 
ſwered, © You have already done too 
 much;* and unable to contain the 
emotions of his ſoul any longer, burſt 
into tears, and wept aloud. Moved 
at the ſpectacle, I left him to his re- 
pole, and when my uncle returned in 
the morning, repreſented his character 
in ſuch a favourable light, that the 
honeſt ſeaman was affected with his 
diſtreſs, and determined to follow my 
example, in preſenting him with five 
pieces more: upon which, that I might 
ſave him ſome confuſion, I adviſed 
Mr. Bowling to incloſe it in a letter 
to be delivercd by Strap after we ſhould 
be 2 


his was accordingly done. I took. 


a formal leave of all my acquaintance 
in the gaol, and juſt as I was about to 
ſtep into a hackney-coach at the gate, 
Jackſon calling me, I returned, and 
he aſked me in a whiſper, if I could 


lend him a ſhilling, His demand be- 


ing ſc moderate, and in all likelihood 
the laſt he would make upon me, I 
ſlipt a guinea into his hand, which he 
no ſooner perceived, than he cried, © O 
4 * a guinea l' then laying hold 
of a button of my coat, broke out into 
an immoderate fit of laughter; and 
when his convulſion was ended, told 
me, I was an honeſt fellow, and Jet 


me go. The coachman was ordered 
to 5 to Mr, Bowling's lodgings,” 


where 
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where when we arrived, he entered into 
A - ſericus diſcourſe with me on the ſub- 
2M 3 jet of my ſituation, and propoſed that 
43 1 ſhould fail with him in quality of 
his ſurgeon; in which caſe, % would 
put me in a method of getting a for- 
tune in a few years, by my own in- 
zeae þ and aſſured me, that I might 
EXPE 


to inherit all that he ſhould die, 
| poſſeſſed of, provided I ſhould ſurvive , 


-M im. Though T was penetrated with 
WM a fenſe of his generofity, I was ſtartled 
1 at a propoſal that offered violence to 
& my love, and ftgnified my ſentiments 
on that head, which he did not ſtem 
to reliſh z but obſerved that love was 
the fruit of idleneſs; that when once 
1 ſhould be employed in buſinefs, and 
my mind engaged in making money, 
= I ſhould be no more troubled with 
3 theſe filly notions, which none but 
=. your fair-weather Jacks, who have 
| nothing but their pleaſure to mind, 
ought to entertain. I was piqued at 
this inſmuation, which I Jookel upon 
3 as a reproach, and without giving my- 
> Ffelf time to deliberate, accepted his 
= offer. He was overjoyed at my com- 
pliance, carried me immediately to his 
chief owner, with whom a bargain 
was ſtruck; fo that then I could not 
retract with honour, had I been ever 
fo much averſe to the agrcement. 
That I might not have time to cool, 
he bade me draw out a lift of medi- 
cines for a complement of five hun- 
dred men, adapted to the diſfempers 
of hot climates, and ſufficient for a 
voyage of eighteen months; and carry 
it to 2 certain wholeſale apothecary, 
who would alſo provide me in two 
well-qualified mates. While I was 
thus employed, Strap came ih, and 
looked very blank when he underſtood 
niy reſolution: however, after a pauſe 
. of ſome minutes, he inſiſted upon go- 
ing along with me; and at my deſire 
was made ſhip's ſteward by Captain 
Bowling, who, promiſed to be at the 
expence of fitting him out, and to lend 
him two hundred pounds to purchaſe 
an adventure. 
When 1 had delivered my lift of 
medicines, choſen a couple of my own 
countrymen for mates, and beſpoke a 
ſet of chirurgical inſtruments, my un- 
cle told me, that by his laſt voyage he 
E had cleared almoſt three thouſand 
- pounds, one third of which he would 
1 Tmmediately make over and put into 
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my hands; that he would procure foe 
me credit to the value of as much 
more, in ſuch goods as would turn to 
beft account in the country to which 
we were bound ; and that although he 
looked upon my intereſt as, his own, 
he would keep the remaining part of 
his fortune in his own diſpoſal, with 
a view of preſerving his independence, 
and the power of puniſhing me, in caſe 
I ſhould not make a good uſe of what 
he bad already beſtowed. 7 
Without troubling the reader with 
an account of _ effect which this ſur. 
rizing generolity had upon my mind, 
i ſhall ul "4 that his promiſes 
were infantly performed, and an in- 
voice of merchandiſe proper for the. 


voyage preſented to me, that I might 


purchaſe the goods, and ſhip them with 
all expedition, In the midſt of this 


2 the remembrance of my charm- 


ing Narciſſa often interpoſed, and made 
me the moſt miſerable of all mortals 
I was diſtracted with the thought © 
being torn from her, perhaps for ever; 
and though the hope of ſeeing her 
again might have ſupported me under 
the torments of ſeparation, I could not 
refle& upon the anguiſſi ſhe muſt feel 
at parting with me, and the inceſſant 
ſorrows to which her tender boſom 
would be expoſed during my abſence, 
without being pierced with the deepeſt 
affliction! As my imagination was 
daily and nightly upon the rack to in- 
vent ſome method of mitigating this 
cruel ſtroke, or at leaſt of a 8 
my love and honour in the opinion o 
this gentle creature, I at length Rum- 
bled upon an expedient, with which 
the reader will be made acquainted m 
due time; and in conſequence of my 
determination, became leſs uneaſy and 
diſturbed, * we 
My buſineſs being finiſhed, and the 
fhip ready to ſai}, I reſolved to make 
my- laſt appearance among my ac- 
quaintance at the other end-of the 
town, where I had not been ſeen ſince 
my impriſonment; and as I had, by 
the advice of my uncle, taken off ſome 
very rich clothes for ſale, I put on the 
gayeſt ſuit in my poſſeſſion, and went 
in a chair to the coffee - houſe I uſed to 
frequent, where 1 found my friend 
Banter ſo confounded at the magnifi- 
cence of my dreſs, that when I made 
up to him, he gazed at me with a look 
of aſtoniſhment, without being _ 
eg or 
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for ſome minutes to open his lips; 
then pulling me aſide by the ſleeve, 
and fixing his eyes on mine, accoſted 
me in this manner: Random, where 
« the devil have you been? eh! What 
is the meaning of all this finery ? 
« Oho! 1 andecfand you. 

« juſt arrived from the country ! what, 
© the roads are good, eh! 
© Random, you are a bold fellow, and 
« a lucky fellow! but take care, the 
© pitcher goes often to the well, but is 
© broke at laſt.” So ſaying, he point- 


ed to his collar; by which geſture, 


and the broken hints he had ejacu- 


| lated, 1 found he ſuſpected me of hay- 
ing robbed on the highway; and I 
laughed very heartily at his ſuppoſi- 
tion. Without explaining myſelf any 


farther, I told him he was miſtaken 
in his conjecture; that I had been for 
ſome time paſt with the relation of 
whom he had frequently heard me 
ſpeak ; and thatas I ſhould ſet outnext 
day upon my travels, I had come to 
take my leave of my friends, and to 
receive of him the money he had bor- 
rowed from me, which, now that I was 
going abroad, I ſhould certainly have 
occaſion for. He was a little diſcon- 
certed at this demand; butrecolle&ing 
himlelf in a moment, ſwore in an af- 
fected paſſion, that I had uſed him 
extremely ill, and he would never for- 


give me, for having, by this ſhort 


warning, put it out of his power to 
free himſelf of an obligation he could 
no longer bear. I could not help ſmi- 
ling at this pretended delicacy, which 
I commended highly, telling him, he 
needed not be uneaſy on that ſcore, 
for I would give him a direction to a 
merchant in the city, with whom I 
would leave a diſcharge for the ſum, 
to be delivered upon payment. He 
profeſſed much joy at this expedient, 
and with great eagerneſs aſked the per- 
fon's name and place of abode, which 
he forthwith wrote in his pocket-book, 
aſſuring me, that he ſhould not be long 
in my debt. This affair, which I knew 


| he would never after think of, being 


ettled to his ſatis faction, I ſent cards 
to all my friends, deſiring the favour 
of their company at a tavern in the 
evening, when they honoured my in- 
vitation, and I had the pleaſure of 
treating them in a very elegant man- 
ner, at which they expreſſed equal ad- 


miration as applauſe, Having en- 


Yov are 


Well, 


joyed ourſelves till midnight, I took TY | 


my leave of them, and was well- nigh 
ſtifled with careſſes; next day I Fe 
out with Strap in a poſt-chaiſe for 
Graveſend, where we went on board, 


and the wind ferving, weighed anchor - 


in leſs than twelve hours. Without 
meeting with any accident, we reached 
the Downs, where we were oblived to 
come fo an anchor, and wait Br an 
eaſterly wind to carry us out of the 
channel. 2955 Hoa 
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1 SET OUT FOR SUSSEX=CONSULT 
MRS. SAGELY — ATOCHIEVE AN 
INPERVIEW WITH NARCISS A—— 

RETURN TO THE SHIP—WE GET. 
CLEAR OF THE CHANNEL 
LEARN OUR DESTINATION==WE 


= ARE CHASED BY A LARGE SHIP— 


- THE COMPANY ARE DISMAYED, 
AND ENCOURAGED BY THE CAP- 
TAIN'S SPEECH—OUR PURSUER 


HAPPENS TO BE AN ENGLISH 


MAN OF WAR—WE ARRIVE At 
THE COAST OP GUINEA, PUR- 
CHASE FOUR HUNDRED NE 


GROES, SAIL FOR PARAGUAY, 


GET SAFE INTO THE RIVER OF 
PLATE, AND SELL OUR Axa. 
TO GREAT ADVANTAGE. 


T7 was now I put in execution the 
ſcheme I had projected at London; 
and aiking leave of the captain for 
Strap and me to ſtay on ſhore till the 
wind ſhould become favourable, m 

requeſt was granted, becauſe he had 
orders to remain in the Downs until 
he ſhould receive ſome diſpatches from 
London, which he did not expect in 
leſs than a week. Having imparted 
my reſolution to my truſty valet, who 
(ty h he endeavoured to diſſuade me 
from ſuch a raſh undertaking) would 
not quit me in the enterprize, I hired 


| horſes, and ſet out immediately for that 
part of Suſſex where my charmer was 


confined, which was not above thirty 


miles diſtant from Deal, where we 
mounted. 


As I was perfectly well 
acquainted with the quztent of th: 


ſquire's eſtate and influence, I halted 


within five miles of his honſe, where 


we remained till the twilight; at 


which time we ſet forward, and by 
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Here we left our horſes tied. ta a tree, 
and went directly to the houſe of m 

old benefactreſs, Strap trembling f 
the way, and venting cjaculatory peti- 
tions to Heaven for our ſafety, Her 


\ habitation being quite ſolitary, we ar- 
rived at. the your without being ob- 


rved, when I ordered my companion 
to enter by himſelf, and in cafe there 


mould be company with her, deliver a 


letter which I had writ for that pur- 

ſe, and ſay that a friend of her's in 

ndon, underſtanding that he in- 
tended to travel this road, had com- 
mitted it to his care. He rapped at 
the door, to which the good old ma- 
tron coming, told him, that being a 


5 mes woman, he muſt excuſe her, if 


ze did not open it, until he had de- 
clared his name and buſineſs. He an- 
ſwered, that his name was unknown 
0 her, and that his buſineſs was to de- 


liver a letter, which (to free her from 


all manner of apprehenſion) he would 
convey to her through the {pore be- 
tween the door and threſhol This. 
he inſtant ly 


ſooner rea 


ly performed; and ſhe no 
the contents, which ſpeci- 


fied my being preſent, than ſhe cried, 


© If the perſon who wrote this letter 
© be at hand, let him ſpeak, that I 
may be aſſured by his voice whether 
© or not I may ſafely admit him.“ I 


forthwith applied my mouth to the 


key - hole, and pronounced, Dear mo- 


© ther, you need not be afraid, it is I, 


ſo much indebted to your goodneſs, 
« who now crave admittance. She 
knew my voice, and opening the door 
immediately, received me with a truly 
maternal aFeQion, manifeſting by,the 


tears ſhe let fall, her concern left I 


Mould be diſcovered, for ſhe had been 


informed of every thing that had hap- 


pened between Narciſſa and me, from 
the dear captive's own mouth. When 
I explained the motive of my journey, 


which was no other than a defire of 


ſeeing the object of my love before 1 
ſhould quit the kingdom, that I might 
in "perſon convince her of the neceſ- 
fity I was under to leave her, recon- 

e her to that event, by deſcribing 
the advantage that in all probabili- 
ty would attend it, repeat my vows 
of eternal conſtancy, and enjoy the 


melancholy pleaſure of à tender em- 
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the favour of 2 dark night, reach · 
da copſe about half a mile from 

e village where Mrs. Sagely lived., 

E 


brace at parting. I ſay, when I had 
thus ſignified my intention, Mrs. Sage- 
ly told me, that Narciſſa, upon her 
return from the Bath, had been ſo 
ſtrictly watched, that nobody but one 
or two of the ſervants devoted to her 
brother, was admitted to her preſence; 
that afterwards ſhe had been a little en... 
larged, and was permitted to ſee com- 
any; during which indulgence, ſhe 
ad been ſeveral times at her cottage; 
but of late ſhe had been betrayed by 
one of the ſervants, who diſcovered to 
the ſquire, that he had once carried a 
letter from her to the 
rected to me; upon which informa. . 
tion, ſhe was now more confined than 
ever, and that I could have no chance 
of feeing her, unleſs I would run the 
riſque of getting into-the garden, where 
ſhe and her maid wereevery day allow- 
ed to take the air, and lie hid until I 
ſhould have an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to them; an adventure attended 
with, ſuch danger, that no man in his 
right wits would attempt it. This 
enterprize, hazardous as it was, I re- 
ſolved to perform, in ſpite of all the. 
arguments of Mrs. Sagely, who rea- 
ſoned, chid, and intreated, by turns; 
and the tears 4 prayers of Strap, 
who conjured me on his knees, to have 
more regard to myſelf as well as to 
him, than to tempt my own deſtruction 
in ſuch a precipitate manner. I was 
deaf to every 3, but the ſuggeſtions 
of my love; and ordering him to re- 
turn immediately with the horſes to the 
inn from whence we ſet out, and wait 
for my coming in that place, he at firſt 
remptorily refuſed teJeave me, until 

. ade him, that if our horſes 
ſhould remain where they were till 
day-light, they would certainly be diſ- 
covered, and the whole county alarm- 
ed, On this conſideration, he took 
his leave in a ſorrowful plight, kiſſed 
my hand, and weeping, cried, * God 
© knows if ever I ſhall ſee you again. 
My kind landlady finding me obſtinate, 
we me her heſt advice 2 to behave 
in the execution of my project; and 
after having perſuaded me to take a 
little refreſhment, accommodated me - 
with a bed, and left me to my repoſe. 
Early in the morning, I aroſe, and 
armed with a couple of loaded piſtols 
and a hanger, went to the back of the 
ſquire's garden, climbed over the wall, 
and, according to Mrs. Sagely's di- 
| ws. reRion, 
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rection, concealed myſelf in a thicket, 
hard by an alcove that terminated 4 
walk at a good diſtance from the houſe, 
which I was told my miſtreſs chiefly 
frequented. Here I abſconded from 
five o'clock in the morning to fix in 
the evening, without ſeeing a human 
creature; at laſt I perceived two wo- 
men approaching, whom, by my 
throbbing heart, I ſoon recognized to 
be the adorable Narcifſa and - Miſs 
Williams. I felt the ſtrongeſt agita- 
tion of ſoul at the ſight; and gueſſing 
that they would repoſe themſelves in 
the alcove, ſtept into it unperceived, 
and laid upon the ſtone table a picture 
of myſelf in miniature, for which I had 
ſat in London, purpoſing to leave it 
with Narciſſa before I ſhould go abroad. 
I expoſed it in this manner, as an in- 
troduction to my own appearance, 
which, without ſome previous intima- 
tion, I was afraid might have an un- 
lucky effect upon the delicate nerves of 
my fair enſlaver; and then withdrew 


into the thicket, where I could hear 


their diſcourſe, and ſuit myſelf to the 
circumſtances of the occaſion. As they 
advanced, I obſerved an air of melan- 
choly in the countenance of Narciſſa, 
blended with ſuch unſpeakable ſweet- 
nels, that I could ſcarce refrain from 
flying into her arms, and kiſſing away 
the pearly drop that ſtood collected in 
each bewitching eye. According to 
my expectation, ſhe entered the alcove, 
and perceiving ſomething on the table, 
took it up. No ſooner did ſhe caſt her 
x upon the features, than ſtartled at 
the reſemblance, ſhe cried, Good 
God! and the roſes inſtantly yaniſh- 


ed from her cheeks. Her confidante, 


alarmed at this exclamation, looked at 
the picture; and, ſt ruck with the Jike- 
neſs, exclaimed, * O Jeſus! the ver 

features of Mr. Random ' Nareiſta 
having recollected herſelf a little, ſaid, 
Whatever angel brought it hither as 
* a comfort to me in my affliction, I 
© am thankful for the benefit, and 
* will preſerve it as the deareſt object 
* of my care. So ſaying, ſhe kiſſed 


it with ſurprizing ardour, ſhed a flood 


of tears, and then depoſited the lifeleſs 
image in her lovely boſom. Tranſ- 
ported at theſe ſymptoms of her unal- 
tered affection, I was about to throw 
myſelf at her feet, when Miſs Wil- 
liams, whoſe reflection was leſs enga- 
ged than that of her miſtreſs, obſerved 
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that the picture could nat tranſport it- 
ſelf bither, and that ſlie could nn 
thinking I was not far off. The gen- 
tle Nareiſſa ſtarting at this conjecture, 
anſwered, Heaven forbid! for al. 
though nothing in the univerſe could 
0 Pun me ſatis faction equal to that of 
© his preſence for. one poor moment, in 
* a proper place, I would rather for- 
« feit his company,. almoſt for ever, 
© than ſee him here, where his life 
© would be expoſed to ſo much dan- 
ger.“ I could no longer reſtrain the 
impulſe of my paſſion, but breaking. 
from my concealment, ftood before 
her, when ſhe uttered a fearful ſhriek, 
and fainted in the arms of her com- 
panion. I flew towards the treaſure of 
my ſoul, claſped her in my embrace, 


and with the warmth of my kiſſes 


brought her again to life. O] that 1 
were endowed with the expreſſion of a 
Raphael, the graces of a Guido, the 
magic touches of a Titian, that I might 
repreſent the fond concern, the chaſ- 
tened rapture, and ingenuous bluſh, 
that mingled on her beauteous face, 
when ſhe opened her eyes upon me, and 
pronounced, O heavens! is it you?” 
I am afraid I have already encroach- 
ed upon the reader's patience, with 
the particulars of this amour, on which 
(I own) I cannot help being imperti- 
nently circumſtantial, I ſhall there- 
fore omit the leſs material paſſages of 
this interview, during which I con- 
vinced her reaſon, though I could not 
appeaſe the ſad 2 of her love, 
with regard to the long 5 e. and 
dangers I muſt undergo. we 
bad ſpent an hour (which was all ſhe 
could ſpare from the barbarity of her 
brother's vigilance) in lamenting over 
our hard fate, and in repeating our 
reciprocal vows, Miſs Williams re- 
minded us of the neceſlity there was 
for our immediate parting 3 and ſure 
lovers never parted with ſuch ſorrow 
and reluctance as we. But becauſe 
my words are incapable of doing juſ- 7 
tice to this affecting circumſtance, I 


am obliged to draw à veil over it, and 


obſerve, that I returned in the dark td 

the houſe of Mrs. Sagely,who was over - 

joyed to hear of my ſucceſs, and op- 
ſed the tumults of my grief with 


tuch ſtrength of reaſon, that my mind 


regained in ſome meaſure it's tranqui - 
lity ; and that very night, after having 
forced upon the good gentlewoman A 


1 purſs 
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purſe of twenty guineas, as a token of Upon which my uncle ordered thy 
my gratitude and efteem, I took my ſtudding-ſails to be hoiſted; and thy 
Jeave of her, and ſet out on foot for ſhip to be cleared for engaging; buy 
the inn, where my arrival freed honeſt finding that (to uſe the ſeaman's 
Strap from the horrors of unutterable phraſe) we were very much wronged 
dread. | | y the ſhip which had us in chace, and 
We took horſe immediately, and which by this time had hoiſted French 
alighted early next morning at Deal, colours, he commanded the ſtudding- 
where I found my uncle in great con- fails to be taken in, the courſes to de 
cern on account of my abſence, be- clewed up, the main-tap fail to be 
cauſe he had received his diſpatches, backed, the tompions tobe taken out 
and muſt have weighed with the firſt of the guns, and every man to repair 
fair wind, whether 1 had been on bod to his quarters. While every body 
or not. Next day, a briſk eaſterly was buſied in the performance of theſe 
gale ſpringing up, we ſet ſail, and in orders, Strap came upon the quarter. 
eight and forty hours got clear of the deck, tremb ing and looking aghaſt, 
channel. . | and with a voice half ſuppreſſed b 
When we were about 200 leagues fear, aſked if I thought we were 4 
to weſtward of -the Land's End, the match for the veſſel in purſuit of us, 
captain taking me apart into the cabin, Obſerving his conſternation, I ſaid, 
told me, that now he was permitted © What! are you afraid, Strap? 
by his inſtructions, he would diſcloſe © Afraid!“ he replied, * n-n-no; what 
the intent and deſtination of our „ ſhould I be afraid of? I thank God 
voyage: The ſhip,” ſaid he, which I have a clear conſcience z but I be- 
© has been fitted out at a great expence, © heve it will be a very bloody battle, 
© is bound for the coaſt of Guinea, and I wiſh you may not have occa- 
6 where we ſhall exchange part of our * fion for another hand to aſſiſt you in 
cargo for ſlaves and gold duſt; from * the cock-pit.* I immediately per. 
+ ©. thence we will tranſport our negroes ceived his drift; and making the cap- 
© to Buenos Ayres in New Spain, tain acquainted with his ſituation, de. 
© where (by virtue of paſſports ob- fired he might be ſtationed below with 
© tained from our own court, and that me and my mates. My uncle, in- 


8 of Madrid) we will diſpoſe of them cenſed at his puſillanimity, bade me 


and the goods that remain on board ſend him down inſtantly, that his fear 
for ſilver, by means of our ſupercar- might not infe& the ſhip's company; 
go, who is perfectly well acquainted whereupon I told the poor ſteward, 
c with the coaſt, the lingo, and inha- that I had begged him for my aſſiſtant, 
© bitants.*” Being thus let into the and deſired him to go down and help 
ſecret of our expedition, I borrowed my mates to get ready the inſtruments 
of the ſupercargo, a Spaniſh grammar, and dreſſings. Notwithſtanding the ſa- 
dictionary, and ſome other books of, tisfaftion he muſt have felt at theſe 
the ſame language, which I ſtudied tidings, he affected a ſhyneſs of quit- 
with ſuch application, that before we ting the upper deck; and faid, he 
arrived in New Spain, I could main- hoped I did not imagine he was afraid 
tain a conyerſation with him in that to do his duty above board; for he be- 
tongue, Being arrived in the warm lieved himſelf as well prepared for 
latitudes, I ordered (with the captain's death as any man in the ſhip, no diſ- 
conſent) the whole ſhip's company to be paragement to me or the captain. I 
blooded and purged, myſelf undergo- was diſguſted at this affectation, and 
ing the ſame evacuation, in order to in order to puniſh his hypocriſy, aſſured 
prevent thoſe dangerous fevers to which him he might take his choice, either of 
northern conſtitutions are ſubje& in going down to the cock-pit with me, 
hot climates; and I have reaſon: to be- or of ſtaying upon deck during the 
lieve that this precaution was not un- engagement. Alarmed at this indif- 
ſerviceable, for we loſt but one ſailor ference, he replied, © Well, to oblige 
during our whole paſſage to the coaſt. you, I'II go down; but remember it 
+ One day, when we had been about is more for your fake than my on. 
five weeks at ſea, we deſcried to wind- So ſaying, he diſappeared in a twink- 
ward a large ſhip bearing down upon ling, without waiting for an anſwer. 
ws with all the fail ſhe could carry. By this time we could oblerye two 15 
„ . ö n 


ef guns in the ſhip which purſued us, 
and which was now but two ſhort miles 
aſtern, This diſcovery had an evi- 
Gent effe& upon the ſailors, who did 
not ſcruple to ſay, that we ſhould be 
tore to pieces, and blown out of the 
water, and that if in caſe any of them 
ſhould loſe their precious limbs, they 
mult go a begging for life, for there was 
no proviſion made by the merchants for 
thole poor ſouls who are maimed in 
their ſervice. The captain underſtand- 
ing this backwardneſs, ordered the 
erew abaft, and ſpoke to them thus: 
My lads, I am told you hang an 
© a—ſe, I have gone to fea thirty 
© years, man and boy, and never ſaw 
« Engliſh ſailors afraid before, May- 
©-hap you think I want to expoſe you 
for the lucre of gain. Whoſoever 
* thinks ſo, thinks a damned lye, for 
my whole cargo is inſured ; ſo that in 
© cale L ſhould be taken, my loſs would 
© not be great. The enemy is ſtronger 
© than we to be ſure; what then! 


| © have we not a chance for carrying 
away one of her maſts, and ſo get 


clear of her? If we find her too hard 
for us, tis but ſtriking at laſt. If 
any man is hurt in the engagement, 
I promiſe, on the word of an honeſt 


ſeaman, to make him a recompence 


© according to his loſs. So now, you 
that are, lazy, lubberly, cowardly 


« dogs, get away, and ſculk in the 
c hold, and hls goats and you that 


© axe jolly boys, ſtand by me, and let 
us give one broadſide for the honour 
© of Old England.“ This eloquent 
harangue was ſo well adapted to the diſ- 
poſition of his hearers, that one and all 
of them, pulling off their hats, waved 


them over their heads, and ſaluted him 


with three cheers; upon which he ſent 
his boy for two large caſe bottles of 
brandy, and having treated every man 
with a dram, they repaired to their 
quarters, and waited impatiently for 
the word of command. I muſt do my 
uncle the juſtice to ſay, that in the 


whole of his diſpoſition, he behaved 


with the utmoſt intrepidity, conduct, 
and deliberation, The enemy being 
very near, he ordered me to my ſta- 


tion, and was, juſt going to give the 


word for hoiſting the colours, and 
firing, when the ſuppoſed Frenchman, 
hauled down his white pennant, jack 
and enſign, hoiſted Engliſh ones, and 
fired a, gun a-head of us, This was 


a joyful event to Captain Bowlin 
who immediately err nE cos 
and fired a gun 10 leeward: upo 
which the other ſhip ran along-fide of 
us, hailed him, and giving him to 
know that ſhe-was an Englih man of 


war of forty guns, ordered him to hoiſt 


out his boat and come on board, This 
command he obeyed with the more ala- 
crity, becauſe, upon enquiry, he found 
that the was commanded by an o 

meſſmate of his, who was — . 


to ſee him, detained him to dinner, 


and ſent his barge for the ſupercargo 
and me, who were very much careſſed 
on his account. As this commander 


was deſtined to cruize upon the French, 


in the latitude of Martinico, his ſtem 
and quarters were adorned with white 
flowers de lis, and the whole ſhell o 

the ſhip ſo much diſguiſed for a decoy- 


to the enemy, that it was no wonder 


my uncle did not know her, although 
he had ſailed on board of her many 
years, We kept company with her 
four days, during which time the cap- 
tains were never aſunder, and then 


arted, our courſe lying different from 


er's. F 
In leſs than a fortnight after our 
ſeparation we made the land of Guinea, 
near the mouth of the river Gambia, 
and trading along the coaſt as far to 
the ſouthward of the line as Angola 
and Bengula, in leſs than fix months 
diſpoſed of the {rental part of our 
cargo, and purchaſed four hundred 
negroes, my adventure having been 
laid out in · gold duſt. | 


Our complement being made up, we 


took our departure from Cape Negroe, 
and arrived in the Rio de la Plata in 
ſix weeks, having met with nothing re- 
markable in our yoyage, except an epi- 
demic fever, not unlike the gaol diſtem- 
per, which broke out among our ſlaves, 


and carried off a good many of the ſhip's - 


company; among whom I loſt one _ 
mates, and poor Strap had well nig 

given up the ghoſt. Having produced 
our paſſport to the Spaniſh governors 
we were received with great cour- 
teſy, ſold our ſlaves in a very few days, 
and could have put off five tim esthe 


number at our own. price; though we 


were obliged to ſmuggle the reſt of 
our merchandize, — * of Euro- 
an bale goods, which however we 


made ſhift to diſpoſe of at a great ad- 
ti- . - A 


vantage. 
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1 AM INVITED TO THE VILLA OF 
A SPANISH DON, WHERE WE 
© MEET WITH AN ENGLISH GEN- 
TLEMAN, AND MAKE A VERY. 


INTERESTING DISCOVERY—WE. 


LEAVE BUENOS AYRES, AND AR- 
KIVE AT JAMAICA. | 


UR ſhip being freed from the 
diſagrecable lading of negroes, 
to whom indeed I had been a miſerable 
ſlave, ſince our leaving the coaft of 
Guinea, I began to enjoy myſelf, and 
breathe with pleaſure the pure air of 


Paraguay, this part of which is reck- 


oned the Montpelier of South America, 
- and has obtained, on account of it's 
climate, the name of Buenos Ayres. 
It was in this delicious place, that I 
gave myſelf entirely up to the thoughts 
of my dear Narcifla, whoſe image ſtill 
kept poſſeſſion of my breaſt, and whoſe 
_ charms, enhanced by abſence, - i 
peared to my imagination, if poſſible, 
more engaging than ever! I calculated 
the profits of my voyage, which even 
exceeded my expectations; reſolved to 
purchaſe a handſome finecure upon my 
arrival in England, and if I ſhould 
find the ſquire as averſe to me as ever, 
ME his ſiſter by ſtealth; and in caſe 
our family ſhould increaſe, rely upon 
the generoſity of 'my uncle, who was 
by is time worth a conſiderable ſum. 
While I amuſed myſelf with theſe 
a e projects, and the tranſport- 
ing hopes of enjoying Narciſſa, we were 
very much careſſed by the Spaniſh gen- 
tlemen, who frequently formed parties 
of pleaſure for our entertainment, in 
which we made excurſions a wa 
into the country. Among thoſe who 
ſignalized themſelves by their civility 
to wy there was-one Don Antonio de 
Ribera, a v lite youn ntle- 
man, with . ad Ls ed an 
intimate friendſhip, who inyited us one 
day to his country-houlſe, and as a far- 
ther inducement to our compliance, 


promiſed to procure for us the com- 


pany of an Engliſh ſignior, who had 
been ſettled in thoſe parts many years, 
and acquired the love and eſteem of 
the whole provigce, by his affability, 
good ſenſe, and honourable behavi- 
K 

- We accepted his invitation, and ſet 


"THE ADVENTURES 
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au for bis villa, where we had not 


been longer than an hour, when the 


rſon arrived in whoſe favour I had 
een ſo much ꝓrepoſſeſſed, He was x 
tall man, remarkably well ſhaped, of 
a fine' mien and appearance, com- 
manding reſpect, and ſeemed to be 
turned of forty; the features of his 
face were ſaddened with a reſerve and 
gravity, which in other countries 
would have been thought the effect of 
melancholy ; but here appeared to have 
been contracted by his commerce with 
the Spaniards, who are remarkable for 
that ſeverity of countenance. Under. 
ſtanding from Don Antonio that we 
were his countrymen, he faluted us all 
round very complaiſantly, and fixing 
atientively on me, utter- 
ed a deep ſigh. I had been ſtruck with 
a profound veneration for him at his 
firit coming into the room; and no 
ſooner obſerved this expreſſion of his 
ſorrow, directed, as it were, in a par- 
ticular manner to me, than my heart 
took part in his grief. I ſympathized 
involuntarily, and ſighed in my turn. 
Having aſked leave of our entertainer, 


-he accoſted us in Engliſh, profeſſed his 


fatisfaftion at, ſeeing ſo many of his 
countrymen in ſuch à remote place, 
and aſked the captain, who went by the 
name of Signior Thoma, from what 
part of Britain he had failed, and whi- 
ther he was. bound. My uncle told 
him that we had ſailed from the river 
Thames, and were bound for the ſame 
place, by the way of Jamaica, where 
we intended to take in a lading of 
ſugar. f | 
Having fatisfied himſelf in theſe and 
other particulars about the ſtate of the 
war, he gave-us to underſtand that he 


y had a longing defire to reviſit his native 


country, in conſequence of which, he 
had already tranſmitted to Europe the 
ateſt part of his fortune in neutral 
ottoms, and would willingly em- 
bark the reſt of it with himſelf, in our 
ſnip, provided the captain had no ob- 


jection to ſuch a paſſenger. My uncle 


very prudently replied, that for his 
part he ſhould be glad of his company, 
if he could procure the conſent of the 
governor, without which he durſt not 
admit him on board, whatever incli- 
nation he had to oblige him. The 
gentleman approved of his diſcretion; 
him, that there would be 
y in obtaining the con- 
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| liſtened with attention and reverence; 


to another ſubject. 


I was overjoyed to hear his inten- 
tion, and already intereſted myſelf fo 
much in his favour, that had he been 
diſappointed, I ſhould have been very 


unhappy: in the courſe of our enter- 


tainment, he eyed me with uncommon 
attachment; I felt a ſurprising attrac- 


tion towards him! when he ſpoke, I 
the dignity of his deportment filled me 


with affection and awe; and in ſhort, 


the emotions of my ſoul, in preſence 


of this ſtranger, were ſtrong and un- 
_ accountable. © . 


Haring ſpent the beſt part of the 


day with us, he took his leave, tell- 
ing Captain Thoma, that he ſhould 
hear from him in a ſhort time: he was 


no ſooner gone, than I aſked a thou- 
fand queſtions about him, of Don 
Antonio, who could give me no other 
ſatisfaion, than that his name was 
Don Rodrigo, that he had lived fifteen 
or ſixteen years in theſe parts, was 
reputed rich, and ſuppoſed to have 


. been unfortunate in his younger years, 
becauſe he was obſerved to nouriſh a 


five melancholy, even from the time 
of his firſt ſettlement among them; 


but that nobody had ventured to en- 


quire into the cauſe of his ſorrow, in 
conſideration of his peace, which 


might ſuffer in the recapitulation of his 


misfortunes. * 1 
I Avas ſeized with an irreſiſtible de- 
fre of knowing the particulars of his 
fate, and enjoyed not ohe hour of re- 
poſe during the whole night, by reaſon 


of the eager conceptions that inſpired 


me with regard to his ſtory; which 1 
reſolved, if poſſible, to learn. Next 


morning, while we were at break faſt, 
three mules richly capariſoned arrived 


with a meſſage from Don Rodrigo, de- 


ſiring our company, and that of Don 
Antonio, at his houſe, which was fi- 
tuated about ten miles farther up in 
the country, I was pleaſed with this 
invitation, in conſequence of which 
we mounted the mules which he had 
eg for us, and alighted at his 

ouſe before noon. Here we were 
2 entertained by the generous 
ſtranger, who ſtill ſeemed to ſhew a 
particular regard for me, and after 
dinner made me a preſent of a ring 
{et wich a beautiful amethyſt, the pro- 


* 


RODERIOK. 


| nivance.of the governor, who was "CAS 
good friend, ſhifted the converſation 


duction of that country; ſaying at the 
fame time, that he ys Seen bleſſed 
with a ſon, who, had he lived, would 
have been nearly of my age. This 
obſervation, delivered with à profound 
ſigh, made my heart throb with vio- 
lence; à crowd of confuſed ideas 
ruſhed upon my imagination, which, 
while I endeavoured to unravel, my 
uncle perceived my abſence of thought, 


and tapping me on the ſhoulder, ſaid, 


© Oons! are you aſleep, Rory !*' Be- 
fore T had timeto reply, Don Rodrigo, 
with uncommon eagerneſs of yoiceand 
look, pronounced, Pray, captain, 
* whatis the young gentleman's name? 
— His name, ſaid my uncle, is 


Roderick Random. Gracious 


powers l cried the ſtranger, ſtarting 
up; © and his mother's . His mo- 
ther, anſwered the captain, amazed, 
was galled Charlotte Bowling. 

* O bounteous Heaven!” exclaimed 
Don Rodriga, ſpringing acroſs the, 
table, and claſping me in his_arms, 
© my ſow! my fon! havel found thee 
© again? do Thold thee in my embrace, 
© after having loſt and deſpaired of 
© ſeeing thee to long?” So ſaying, he 
fell upon my neck and wept aloud 
with joy; while the' power of nature 
operating ſtrongly in my breaſt, I was. 
loſt in rapture, and while he preſſed 
me to his heart, let fall a ſhower. of 
tears into his boſom. His utterance 
was choaked up. a good while, by the 


_ agitation of his ſpul: at length he 


broke out into Myſterious Provi- 


dence l O my dear Charlotte; there 


© yet remains a pledge of our love! 
and ſuch a pledge! fo found !—O._ , 
© Infinite Goodnets ; let me adore thy 
© all-wiſe decrees!” Having thus ex- - 
preſſed himſelf, he kneeled upon the 
floor, lifred up his eyes and hands to 
heaven, and- remained ſome minutes 
in a ſilent extaſy of devotion; I pu 

myſelf in the ſame poſture, adored the 
all- good Diſpoſer in a peer of mental 
thankſgiving ; and when his ejacula- 
tion was ended, did homage to -m 


father, and craved his parental blei- 


ſing. He hugged me again with un- 
utterable fondneſs, and having im- 
plored the protection of Heaven upon 
my head, raiſed me from the ground, 
and preſented me as his ſon to the com- 
pany, who wept in concert over this 
affecting ſcene. Among the reſt, my 
uncle did not fail te diſcover the 2 
| | neſs 
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neſs and joy of his heart: albeit un- 


ſed. to the melting mood, he blub- 
bered-with great tenderneſs, andwring- 
ing my father's hand, cried, Brother 
4 Random, I'm rxejoiced to ſee. you. 
God be praiſed for this happy meet- 

Don Rodrigo, underſtanding 
that he was his brother-in-law, em- 
braced him affectionately, ſaying, Are 
©,you my Charlotte's brother? Alas, 
© unhapy Charlotte! But why ſhould 
6 I repine? we ſhall meet again, never 
more to part! Brother, you are truly 
welcome. Dear ſon, I am tranſport- 
© ed with unſpeakable joy | This day 


* 


is a 2 my friends and ſervants 


ſhare my ſatisfactionn 


While he diſpatched meſſengers to . 


19 


— of it's duration is called Ephe- 


* 


begged he would indulge me ſo far as 


to ſend for him without letting him 


know my happineſs, until he could re- 


ceive an account of it from my own 
mouth. | | 
My 2 N was inſtantly complied 

and a meſſenger with a ſpare 


mule. detached to the ſhip, carrying 
orders from the captain to the mate to 
ſend the ſteward by, the bearer. My 
health being in the mean time re- eſta- 
hliſhed, and my mind compoſed, I 
began to reliſh, this important turn of 
my fortune, in reflecting upon the ad- 
vantages with which it muſt be attend. 
ed; and as the idea of my lovely Nar- 
ciſſa always joined itſelf to every ſcene 
of happineſs I could imagine, I enter- 
tained myſelf now with the proſpe& 
of poſſeſſing her in that diſtinguiſhed 
ſphere to which ſhe was entitled by her. 
birth and qualifications. Having often. 
e her name while I was de- 
paved,of my ſenſes; my father gueſſed 
that: there was an intimate connexion 
between us, and diſcovering the picture 
which hung in my boſom by a cibband; 
did not doubt; that it was the reſem- 
blance of my amiable miſtreſs: in this 
belief he was confirmed by my uncle, 
who told him that it was the picture 
of a young woman to whom I way 
under promiſe of, marriage. Alarmed 


at this piece of information, Don Ro- 


drigo took the firſt opportunity of 
queſtioning me about the particulars 
of this ir; which, when I had re- 
counted, he approved of my . paſſion, 
and promiſed, to contribute all in his 
power towards it's ſucceſs. . Though 
PER doubted his generoſity, I was 
tranſported on this occaſion, and throw- 
ing myſelf at his feet, told him, he 


| had now compleated my happineſs ; 


for without. the poſſeſſion of Narciſſa, 
I ſhould be miſerable among all the 
pleaſures of life. He raiſed me with 
a ſmile of paternal, fondneſs; ſaid he 
knew what it was to be in love; and 
obſerved, that if he had been as ten- 
derly beloved by his father as I was 
by mine, he ſhould not now perhaps 
have cauſe—Here he was interrupted 
by a ſigh, the tear ruſhed into his eye, 
he ſuppreſled the dictates of his grief, 
and the time being opportune, deſired 
me to relate the paſſages of my life, 
which my uncle had told him were 
manifold and ſurprizing. I recounted 
the moſt materral circumſtances of my 
fortune, to which he liſtened with won- 


der and attention, manifeſting from 


time to time thoſe different emotions 
which my different ſituations may be 
ſuppoſed to have raiſed in a parent's 
breaſt; and when my detail was ended, 
blefſed God for the adverſity I had un- 

| | dergone 5 


r COLY UL wn © 18 


+ wt ww > © ww qa I - 1 2 » W353 IPRA. 


$ 
$ 
d 
2 
a 

7 
d 
2 
ec 
d 
Y 
* 
n 
9 
E 
8 
, 
| 
3 


dergone; 


underſtanding, improved the heart, 
ſteeled the conſtitution, and qualified 


a young man for all the duties and 


enjoyments of life, much better than 
any education which affluence could 
beſtow, _ „ 1 V 
When I had thus ſatisfied his curi- 


_ ofity, I diſcovered an inclination to 


hear the particulars of his ſtory ; which 


he gratified, by beginning with his 


marriage, and proceeded to the day 
of his diſappearing, as I have related 
in the firſt part of my memoirs, * Care- 


© leſs of life, continued he, © and un- 
sable to live in a place where every 


c object recalled the memory of my dear 
Charlotte, whom I had loſt through 
the barbarity of an unnatural parent, 
I took my leave of you, my child, 


then an infant, with a heart full of 


£ unutterable woe, but little ſuſpecting 
that my father's unkindneſs would 
© have deſcended to my innocent or- 
© phan; and ſetting out alone at mid- 
© night for the neareſt ſea-port, early 


next morning got on board a ſhip, 


6 bound, as I had heard, for France, 
© and bargaining. with the maſter for 
my paſſage, bade a long adieu to m 

c native country, and put to ſea wit 

c the firſt fair wind. The place of 
f our deſtination was Granville, but 
© we had the misfortune to run upon 
« ridge of rocks near the iſland of Al- 
© derney, called the Caſkets, where the 
« ſea running high, the ſhip went to 
pieces, the boat ſunk along ſide, and 


c every ſoul on board periſhed, except 


« myſelf, who, by the aſſiſtance of a 
© grating, got aſhore on the coaſt of 


© Normandy, I went directly to Caen, 


c where I was ſo lucky as to meet with 
© count whom I had formerly 


* known in my travels: with this 


s gentleman I ſet out for Paris, where 
IJ vas recommended by him and other 


friends, as a tutor to a young noble- 
man, whom I accompanied to the 


5 court of Spain. There we remained 
© a whole year, at the end of which 
my 962" 

© ther, I quitted my office and ftaid 
behind, by the advice of a certain 
© Spaniſh grandee who took me into 
© his protection, and introduced me to 
© another nobleman, who was after- 
© wards created viceroy of Peru. He 
* infiſted on my e Tok him to his 


s goyernment in the Indies; where, 


being recalled by his fa- 
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vhich, be ſaid, enlarged the © however, by reaſon of my religion, 


© it was not in his power to make my 
* fortune any other way than by en- 
* couriging me to trade, which 1 had 
not long proſecuted when my patron 
© died, and I found myſelf Fry. mid& 


© of ſtrangers, without one. friend to 


og 


© ſupport, and protect me, Urged by 
7 his DA poet I ſold * 780 
* and removed to this country, the 
* governor of which having been ap- 
pointed by the viceroy, was my in- 
© timate acquaintance. Here has Hea- 
© ven proſpered my endeavours, during 
© a reſidence of ſixteen years, in which 
my tranquility was never invaded, 
but by the remembrance of your mo: 
© ther, whoſe death I have in ſecret 
* mourned without ceaſing; and the 
© refle&ion of you, whote fate I could 
© never learn, notwithſtanding all my 
* enquiries, by means of my friends 
© in France; who, after the maſkytri 
© examination, could give me no other 
account, than that you went abroad 
© ſix years ago, and was never after 
© heard of. I could not reſt ſatisfied 
©.with this imperfect information, and 
© though my [Seth of finding you was 
but languid, reſolved to go in queſt, | 
© of you in perſon : for which purpoſe, 
© I have remitted to Holland the va- 
© lue of twenty thouſand pounds, and 
am in pollelflon of fifteen thouſand 
© more, with which I intended to em- 
bark mylelf on board of Captain 
Bowling, before I diſcovered this 
© amazing ſtroke of Providence, which 
© you may be ſure has not altered my. - 
© intention.*” * ES | 
My father having entertained us with 


this agreeable ſketch of his life, with- 


drew 1n order to relieve Don Antonio, 
who in his abſence had done the ho- 
nours of his houſe; and I was juft 
dreſſed for my appearance among ye 


gueſts, when Strap arrived from 


ſhip. 
He no ſooner entered the grand apart- 
ment in which I was, and ſaw the 
magnificence of my apparel, than his 
ſpeech was loſt in amazement, and he 
gaped in ſilence at the objects that ſur- 
rounded him. I took him by the hand, 
obſerved that I had ſent for him to bs 
a witneſs and ſharer of my 14 
and told him I had found a father, 
At theſe words he ſtarted, and after 
having continued er kh vie 
his mouth and eyes wide o cried, 
nis mopth and eyes e, e 
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© come to this! and have you fixed 
© your habitation in this diſtant land! 


Dod proper you, I find we muſt 
7 part 4 21 or r would not leave 


3 -"carcaſe ſo far from my 
6 2 for all the wealth + 
_ © the univerſe!” With theſe ejacula- 
tions, he began to ſob and make _ wry 

faces; upon which I aſſured him of 


his miſtake, both in regard to Narciſſa, 


and m Kaying in Paraguay, and in- 
Formed bim as briefly as I could, of the 


great event which had happened. Ne- 
ver was rapture more ludicroufly ex- 


prefſed, than in the behaviour of this 
worthy creature, who cried, laughed, 
whiſtled, fung, and danced, all in a 
breath; his tranſport was ſcarce over, 
when my father entered, who no ſoon- 
er underſtood that this was Strap, than 

he took him by the hand, ſaying, Is 
"© this the honeſt man, who befriended 
© you ſo much in your diftreſs ?—You 
© are welcome to my houſe, and I will 
© foon put it in the power of my ſon to 
© reward you for your good offices in 
c his behalf; in the mean time, go 
© with us, and partake of the repaſt 
© thatis Send. Strap, wild as he 
was with joy, would by no means ac- 
cept of the proffered honour, crying, 
4 God forbid} I know my diſtance; 


© your worſhip ſhall excuſe me. And 


Don Rodrigo a his modeſty in- 
vincible, recommended him to his ma- 


Jjor- domo, to be treated with the utmoſt 


reſpect; while he carried me into a 
large ſalcon, where I was preſented to 
23 numerous company, who loaded me 
with compliments and cateſſes, and 
congratulated my father in terms not 
p for me to repeat. Fa: 

"Without ſpecifying the particulars 
of our entertainment, let it ſuffice to 


ay, it was at the ſame time elegant 


and ſumptuous, and the rejoicings laſt- 
ed two days: after which, Don Rod- 
rigo ſettled his affairs, converted his 
ties into filver and gold, viſited and 
took leave of all his friends, who were 
ieved at his departure, and honour- 
ed me with conſiderable preſents; and 


coming on board of my uncle's ſhip, with 


the firft favourable wind we ſailed from 
the Rio de la Plata, and in two months 
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"Aha odd, I know what! Go thy 
A ways, poor Nareiſſa, and go thy ways 
__ © fomebody elſe—well—Lord, what a 

"© thing is love!—God help us | are all 
. . © our mad pranks and proteftations 


came ſafe toan anchor in the harbour 
of Kingſton in the iſland of Jamaica, 


1 VISIT. Mx OLD . FRIEND THOM. 


__SON—WE SET SAIL FORK BURopx . 
—MEET WITH AN ODD ADVEN. 
, TURE—ARRIVE IN, ENGLAND— 
TI RIDE ACROSS THE COUNTRY 


FROM PORTSMOUTH TO sus, 
 SEX—CONVERSE 
_ SAGELY, WHO INFORMS ME or 

NARCISSA'S BEING IN LONDON— 
IN CONSEQUENCE OF THIS In. 

TELLIGENCE, 1 PROCEED 70 

CANTERBURY—MEET WITH MY. 


OLD FRIEND MORGAN=—ARRIVE ' 


AT LONDON=—VI6IT NARCISSA— 
INTRODUCE MY FATHER To 
HER—HE Is CHARMED' WITH 
HER GOOD SENSE AND BAU- 
"TY—WE COME ro A DETER- 
MINATION OF DEMANDING HER 
BROTHER'S CONSENT ro OUR 
f e | | 


- 


Mr. Thomſon ; and. hearing that he 
lived in a flouriſhing condition, upon 
the eſtate left him by his wife's father, 


who had been dead ſome years, I took 


horſe immediately, with the conſent of 
Don Rodrigo, who had heard me men- 
tion' him with great regard, and in 2 
few hours reached the place of his ha- 
bitation. | | | | 

I ſhould much wrong the delicacy of 
Mr, Thomſon's ſentiments, to ſay 
barely he was glad to ſee me: he felt 
all that the moſt ſenſible and diſinter- 
eſted friendſhip could feel on this occa- 
fion ; introduced me to his wife, a very 


amiable young lady, who had already, - 


bleſſed him with two fine children; 
and being as yet ignorant of my cir- 
cumftances, ankle offered me the aſ- 
filtance of his purſe and intereſt. I 
thanked him for his generous inten- 
tion, and made him acquainted with 
my fituation, on which he congratu- 
lated me with great joy, and after L 
had ſtaid with him_a whole day and 
night, accompanied me back to King- 


ſton, to wait upon my father, whom 
he invited to his houſe. Don Rodrigo 
complied with his requeſt, and having 


been handſomely entertained during 


the 


WITH Ms. 


Enquired, BY ſoon as I got aſhore, 5 


about my 8 companion 
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She {pace of s week, returned extreme- 
iy well ſatisfied with the behaviour of 
my friend and his lady, to whom at 
parting he preſented a oy valuable 
53 ring, as a token of his eſteem, 
During the courſe of my converſation 
with Mr. Thomſon, he gave me to un- 
derſtand, that his and my old com- 
mander Captain Oakhum was dead 
ſome months, and that immediately 
after his death, a diſcovery had been 
made of ſome valuable effects that he 
had feloniouſly ſecreted out of a prize, 
by the aſſiſtance of Dr. Mackſhane, 
who was how actually in priſon on that 
account, and being deſtitute of friends, 
ſubſiſted ſolely en the charity of my 
friend, whoſe bounty he had implored 
in the moſt abje& manner, after hay- 
ing been the barbarous occaſion of 
driving him to that terrible extremity 
en board of the Thunder, which we 
have formerly related. Whatſoever 
this wretch might have been guilty of, 
I applauded Mr. Thomſon's genero- 
ſity towards him in his diſtreſs, which 


wrought ſo much upon me alſo, that I 


ſent him ten piſtoles, in ſuch a private 
manner that he could never know his 

benefaQor. | | 
While my father and I were careſſed 
among the gentlemen on ſhore, Captain 
Bowling had writ to his owners, by the 
packet, which, failed a few days after 
our arrival, ſignifying his proſperous 
voyage hitherto, and defiring them to 
enſure his ſhip and cargo homeward- 
bound; after which precaution he ap- 
lied himſelf fo heartily to the taſk of 
ading his ſhip, that with the aſſiſtance 
of Mr. Thomſon, ſhe was. full in leſs 
than fix weeks. This kind gentleman 
likewiſe procured for Don Rodrigo 
bills upon London for the greateſt part 
of his gold and filver, by which means 
it was ſecured&gainſ the riſk of the 
ſeas and the enemy; and before we 
failed, ſupplied us with ſuch large 
quantities of all kinds of ſtock, that 
not only we, but the ſhip's company, 

fared ſumptuouſly during the voyage. 
Every thing being ready, we: took 
our leave of our kind entertainers, 
and going on board at Port Royal, ſet 
fail for England on the firſt day of 
June. We beat up to windward, with 
ne eaſy weather; and one night, be- 
ler g ourſelves near Cape Tiberoon, 
y to, with an intention to wood and 


1 
1. 
i 2 


© KRODERICK RANDOM © Br Wl 
water next morning in theb „While | 
we remained in this e a ſailor 


this event, I jumped into the 
lay along-ſide, with the ſecond mats 


having drank more new rum than he 


could carry, ſtaggered over - board, and 


notwithſtanding all the means that 
could be uſed to preſerve him, wen 
to the bottom and Klar 
two hours after this melancholy acci- 
dent happered, as I enjoyed the cool 
air on the quarter deck, I heard a voice 


riſing, as it were out of the ſea, and 


calling, Ho, the ſhip; ahoy l' U 
which one of the toy 1 —— 
caſtle cried, I'll be N- n'd, if that 
* an't Jack Marlinſpike, who went 
© overboard!” Not a little ay ae" at 
oat that 


and four men, and rowing towards 
the place from whence the voice 


| (which repeated the hail) ſeemed to 


proceed, we perceived ſomething float» 


ing upon the water; when we had 
rowed a little farther, we diſcerned it * 


to be a man riding upon à hen-coop, 
who, ſeeing us approach, pronounced 
with a hoarſe voice, | ha your 
© bloods! why did you not anſwer 
© when I hailed?* Our mate, who was 
a veritable ſeaman, hearing this ſalute, 
ſaid, By G, my lads, this is none of 


© our man: this is the devil; pull e. 7 


for the ſhip.” The fellows obey 
his command, without queſtion, and 
were already ſome fathoms on our. re- 
turn, when I inſiſted on their takin 
up the poor creature, and prevail 
upon them to go back 'to the wreck, 
which when we came near the ſecond 
time, and ſignified our intention, we 


received an anſwer of, Avaſt, avaſt ! 


© what ſhip, brother? Being ſatisfied 
in this particular, he cried, * D--n the 
© ſhip, I was in hopes it had been of 
© own; where are you bound?” We 
ſatisfied his curioſity in this particular 
too; upon which he ſuffered himſelf 
to be taken on board, and after hav= 
ing been comforted with a dram, told 
us he belonged to the Veſuvio man 
of war, upon a cruize off the iſland of 
Hiſpaniola; that he had fallen over- 
board about four and twenty hours 
ago, and the ſhip being under ſail, they 
did not chuſe to bring to, but toſſed a 
hen-coop over-beard for his convem» 
ence, upon which he was in good hopes 
of reaching the Cape next morning; 
howſomever, T as well content 
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hs aboard of us, becauſe he did not 
doubt that we ſhould meet his ſhip; and 
if he had gone aſhore in the bay, he 


might have been taken priſoner by the 


French. My uncle and father were. 


very much diverted with the account 
of this fellow's unconcerned behavi- 
our; and in two days, meeting with 


the Veſuvio, as he expected, ſent him on 


board of her, according to his deſire. 
Having beat up ſucceſsfully the 


- windward paſſage, we ſtretched to the 


1 


northward, and falling in with a weſ- 
terly wind, in eight weeks arrived in 
ſoundings, and in two days after made 
the Lizzard. It is impoſſible to expreſs 


the joy I felt at the fight of Englith | 


ound! Don Rodrigo was not un- 
moved, and Strap ſhed tears of glad- 
neſs. The ſailors profited by our ſa- 
tisfa&tion ; the ſhoe that was nailed to 
the mart being quite filled with our 
liberality. My uncle reſolved to run 
up into the Downs at once, but the 
wind ſhifting when we were abreaſt 
of the iſle of Wight, he was obliged to 
turn into St. Helen's, and come to Spit- 
head, to the great mortification of the 
crew, thirty of whom were immediate- 
1y preſſed on board of a man of war. 

My father and I went aſhore im- 


mediately at Portſmouth, leaving Strap 


with the 8 to 7 round with the 
ſhip and take care of cur effects; and 


I diſcovered ſo much impatience to ſee 


my charming Narciiſa, that my fa- 
ther permitted me to ride acroſs the 
country to her brother's houſe ; while 
he ſhould hire a poſt - chaiſe for London, 
where he would wait for me at a place 
to which I directed him. 

Fired with all the eagerneſs of paſ- 
fion, I took poſt that very night, and 
in the morning reached an inn about 
three miles from the ſquire's habita- 
tion; here T remained till next even- 


ing, allaying the torture of my impa- 


tience with the rapturous hope of ſee- 


ing that divine creature after an abſence 


of eighteen months, which far from 
impairing, had raiſed my love to the 


moſt exalted pitch! Neither were my 
reflections free from apprehenſions, 
that ſometimes intervened in ſpite of 
all my hope, and repreſented her as 
having yielded to the importunity of 
her brother, and bleſſed the arms of an 
happy rival, My thoughts were even 
maddened with the fear of her death; 


and when I arrived in the dark at the 
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houſe of Mrs. Sagely,-I had not for 
ſome time courage to deſire admittance, 
left my ſoul ſhould be ſhocked with dif. 
mal tidings. At length, however, I 
knocked, and no ſooner certified the 
good gentlewoman of my voice, than 
ſhe opened the door, and received me 
with a moſt affectionate embrace, that 


brought tears into her aged eyes. For 


© Heaven's ſake! dear mother, cried I, 
© tell me how is Narciſſa? is ſhe the 
* ſame that I left her?* She bleſſed my 
ears with ſaying, She is as beautiful, 
© in as good health, and as much yours 
© as ever. Tranſported at this aſſu- 
rance, I begged to know if I could not 
ſee her that very night; when this ſage 
matron gave me to underſtand that my 
miſtreſs was in London, and that things 
were ſtrangely altered in the ſquire's 
houſe ſince my departure; that he had 
been married a whole year to Melin- 
da, who at firſt found means to wean 
his attention ſo much from Narciſſa, 
that he became quite careleſs of that 
lovely ſiſter, comforting himſelf with 
the clauſe in his father's will, by which 
ſhe ſhould forfeit her fortune, by mar- 
rying without his conſent; that my 
miſtreſs being but indifferently treated 
by her ſiſter-in-law, had made uſe of 
her freedom ſome months ago, and 
gone to town, where ſhe was lodged 
with Miſs Williams, in expeRation of 
my arrival; and had been peſtered with 
the addreſſes of Lord Quiverwit, who 
finding her heart engaged, had fallen 
upon a great many ſhifts to perſuade 
her that I was dead; but finding all 
his artifices unſucceſsful, and deſpair- 
ing of gaining her affection, he had 
conſoled himſelf for her indifference, 
by marrying another lady ſome weeks 
ago, who had already left him on ac- 
count of ſome family uneaſineſs. Be- 
fides this intereſting information, ſhe 
told me, that there was not a great 
deal of harmony between Melinda and 
the ſquire, who was ſo much diſguſted 
at the number of gallants who con- 
tinued to hover about her even after 
marriage, that he had hurried her down 
into the country much againſt her own 
inclination, where their mutual ani- 
motities had rifen to ſych a height, 
that they preſerved no decency before 
company or ſervants, but abuſed one 


another in the Ae terms. 


This good old gentlewoman, to give 


me a convincing proof of my dear Nar- 
cifla's 


TE 5 
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ciſſa's unalterable love, gratified me 
with a tight of the laſt letter ſhe had 
favoured her with, in which I was 
mentioned with ſo much honour, ten- 
derneſs, and concern, that my ſoul 
was fired with impatience, and I de- 
rermined to ride all night, that I might 
have it the ſooner in my power to make 
her happy. Mrs. Sagely perceiving 
my eagerneſs, and her maternal affec- 
tron being equally divided between 
Narciſſa and me, begged leave to re- 
mind me of the ſentiments with which 
I went abroad, that would not permit 
me for any ſelfiſh gratification to pre- 
judice the fortune of that amiable 
young lady, who muſt entirely depend 
upon mie, after having beſtowed her- 
ſelf in marriage. I thanked her for her 
kind concern, and as briefly as poſſi- 
ble deſcribed my flouriſhing fituation, 
which afforded this humane perſon in- 
finite wonder and ſatisfaction. I told 
her, that now I had an opportunity to 
manifeſt my gratitude for the obliga- 
tions I owed, I would endeavour to 
make her old age comfortable and eaſy ; 
as a ſtep to which, I propoſed ſhe ſhould 
come and live with Narciſſa and me. 
This venerable gentlewoman was ſo 
much affe&ed with my words, that the 
tears ran down her ancient cheeks; 


ſhe thanked Heaven that I had'not belied 


the preſages ſhe had made on her firſt 
acquaintance with me; acknowledging 
my generoſity, as ſhe called it, in the 
moſt elegant and pathetic expreſſions; 
but declined my propoſal, on account 
of her attachment to the dear melan- 
choly cottage where ſhe. had ſo peace- 
fully conſumed her ſolitary widowhood. 
Finding her immovable on this ſubject, 
I inſiſted on her accepting a preſent of 
thirty guineas, and took my leave, re- 
ſolving to accommodate her with the 
ſame ſum annually, for the more com- 
fortable ſupport of the infirmities of 
old age. | | 

Having rode all night, I found my- 
ſe!f at Canterbury in the morning, 


where J alighted to procure freſh hor- 


ſes; and as I walked into the inn, per- 
ceived an apothecary's ſhop on the 


other fide of the ſtreet, with the name 


of Morgan over the door. Alarmed 
at this diſcovery, I could not help 
thinking that my old meſſmate had 
ſettled in this place; and upon enquiry, 
found my conjecture true, and that he 
was married lately to a widow in that 
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country, by whom he had got three thou 


— 


ſand pounds. Rejoiced at this intelli- 
gence, I went to his ſhop as ſoon as it 
was open, and found my friend be- 


hind the counter, buty in preparing a 
glyſter. I ſaluted NE 4 — 


with * Your ſervant, Mr. Morgan.” 
Upon which he looked at me, and re- 
plying, © Your molt humble ſervant, 
* goot Sir;* rubbed his ingredients in 
the mortar, without any » emotion, 


* What !' faid I, Morgan, have you - 
© forgot your old meſſmate?* At 


theſe words, he looked up again, and 
ſtarting, cried, © As Got is my—ſure 
it cannot—yes by my ſalfation, I pe- 
lief it is my dear friend Mr, Rantom. 


He was no ſooner convinced of my | 


identity, than he threw down the peſ- 
tle, overſet the mortar, and jumping 
over the board, ſwept up the contents 
with his clothes, flew about my neck, 
hugged me affectionately, and daubed 
me all over with turpentine and the 
yolks of eggs, which he had been mix- 
ing when Lcame in. Our mutual con- 
gratulations being over, he told me, 
that he found himſelf a widower upon 
his return from the Weſt Indies ; that 
he had or intereſt to be appointed ſur- 
geon of a man of war, in which capa- 


city he ſerved ſome years, until he 


married an apothecary's widow, with 
whom he now enjoyed a pretty good 
ſum of money, peace and quiet, and 
an indifferent good trade. He was 
very deſirous of hearing my adventures, 
which I aſſured him I had not time to 
relate, but told him in general, my 
circumſtances were very good, and 
that I hoped to ſee him when I ſhould 
not be in ſuch a hurry as at preſent. 
He inſiſted, however, on my ſtaying 
breakfaſt, and introduced me to his 


wife, who ſeemed to be a decent ſen- 


ſible woman, merz well ſtrieken in 
years. In the courſe of our converſa- 
tion, he ſhewed the ſleeve - buttons I 


had exchanged with him at our part- 


ing in the Weſt Indies, and was not a 
little proud to ſee that I had preſerved 
his with the ſame care. When I in- 
formed him of Mackſhane's condition, 
he ſeemed at firſt to exult over his diſ- 
ireſs; but after a little recollection, 
ſaid, Well, he has paid for his ma- 
lice, I forgife him, and may Got for- 


give him likewiſe.” He expreſſed great 


concern for the ſoul of Captain Oak- 


hum, which he believed was nom 
gnaſhing 
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3 2 gnaſhing it's teeth. But it was ſome 


time before I could convince him 
Thomſon's being alive, at whoſe good 
fortune, nevertheleſs, he was extreme- 
ly glad, 
Having renewed our proteſtations of 
friendſhip, I bade the honeſt Welch- 
man and his ſpoule farewel, and taking 
{-horſes, arrived at London that 
ame night, where I found my father 
in 8 health, to whom I imparte 


what L had learned of Narciſſa. This 


indulgent parent approved of my in- 
tention. of marrying her, even without 
a fortune, provided her brother's con- 
ſent could not be obtained; promiſed 
to make over to me in a few days a 
ſufficiency to maintain her in a faſhion- 
able manner, and expreſſed a deſire of 
ſeeing this amiable creature, who had 
captivated me ſo much. As I had not 
Rept the night before, and was beſides 
atigued with my ae I found 
mylelf under a neceſſity of taking ſome 
repole, and went to bed accordingly : 
next morning about ten o'clock, took 
a chair, and according to Mrs, Sage- 
ly's directions, went to my charmer's 
lodgings, and enquired for Miſs Wil- 
iams. I had not waited in the par- 
5 longer than a minute, when this 
young woman entered, and no ſooner 
rceived me, than ſhe ſhrieked and 
Kon backward; but I got between her 
and the door, and claiping her in my 
arms, brought her to herſelf with an 
embrace. Good Heaven !* cried ſhe, 
s Mr. Random, is it you indeed! my 
E miſtreſs will run diſtracted with joy. 
I told her, it was from an apprehen- 
fion that my ſudden appearance might 
have ſome bad effect on my dear Nar- 
eiſſa, that I had deſired to ſee her firſt, 
in order to concert ſome method of ac- 
guainting her miſtreſs gradually with 
my arrival. 
conduct, and after having yielded to 
the ſuggeſtions of her own triendſhip, 
in aſking if my voyage had been ſuc- 
ceſsful, charged herſelf with that office, 
and left me glowing with deſire of ſee- 
ing and embracing the object of my 
love. In a very little time I heard 
ſomebody coming down ftairs in haſte, 
and the voice of my angel pronounce, 
with an eager tone, © O Heaven! is it 
<. poſſible! where is he? How were 
my faculties arouzed at this well 
known ſound! and how was my foul 


2 / wapſported, when ſhe broke ip upon 


c Grace was in all her ſteps, heaven in her 


She approved of my 


and with her uſual dignity of pruden 


my view, in all, the bloom of ripened 
beauty 


eye, , 


© In every geſture dignity and loye ! 


You whofe ſouls are ſuſceptible of the 
moſt delicate impreſſions, whoſe ten- 
der boſoms have felt the affecting vi- 
ciſſitudes of love, who have ſuffered 
an abſence of eighteen long months 
from the dear obje& of our hope, and 
found at your return the meiting fair 
as kind and as conſtant as your heart 
could wiſh, 'do me juſtice on this oc- 
caſion, and conceive what unutterabls 
rapture poſſeſſed us both, while we 
flew into each other's arms! This 
was no time for ſpeech; locked in a 
mutual embrace, we continued ſome 
minutes in a ſilent trance of joy! When 
I thus encircled all that my foul held 
dear; while I hung over her beauties, 
beheld her eyes ſparkle, and every fea- 
ture fluſh with virtuous fondneſs; 
when I ſaw her enchanting boſom heave 
with undiſſembled rapture, and knew 
myſelf the happy cauſe heavens, what 
was my ſituation! I am tempted ta 


commit my paper to the flames, and to 


renounce my pen for ever, becauſe it's 
molt ardent and lucky expreſſion ſa 
poorly deſcribes the emotions of my 
ſoul. © Q adorable Narciſla!* cried I; 
O miracle of beauty, love, and 
truth! I at laſt fold thee in my 
arms! I at laſt can call thee mine! 


No jealous brother. ſhall thwart our 


* happineſs again; fortune hath at 
length recompenſed me for all my 
c fulferiogs, and enabled me to do 
« jultice to my love. The dear crea- 
ture ſmiled ineffably charming, and 
with a look of bewitching tenderneſs, 
ſaid, And ſhall we never part again? 
— Never!” I replied, thou won- 
dxous pattern of all earthly perfec- 


© tion! never, until death fhall divide 


us! by this ambroſial kiſs, a thou- 
« fand times more fragrant than the 
© breeze that ſweeps the orange grove, 
© I never more will leave thee! 

As my firſt tranſport abated, my 
paſſion grew turbulent and unruly. I 
was giddy with ſtanding on the brink 
of bliſs; and all my virtue and philo- 
ſophy were ſcarce ſufficient to reſtrain 
the inordinate ſallies of deſire. Nar- 
ciſſa perceived the conflict within me, 


Z ö 


a beet © 


© 
— 


1 


RODERICK. RAN DO. 


alled off my imagination from the ob- 
ject in view, and with eager expreſ- 
. of intereſted curioſity, deſired to 
know the particulars of my voyage. In 
this I gratified her inclination, bringing 
my ſtory down to the preſent hour; ſhe 
was infinitely ſurprized at the cireum- 
{ance of my finding my father, which 
brought tears into her lovely eyes. 
She was 3 at hearing that he 
approved my flame, diſcovered a long- 
ing deſire of being introduced to him, 
congratulated herſelf and me upon my 
ood fortune, and obſerved that this 
great and unexpected ſtroke of fate 
ſeemed to have been brought about by 
the immediate direction of Providence, 
Having entertained ourſelves ſome 
hours with the genuine effuſions of our 
fouls, I obtained her conſent to com- 
leat my happineſs as ſoon as my fa- 
ther ſhould judge it proper, and ap- 
plying with my own hands a valuable 
necklace, compoſed of diamonds and 
amethyſts ſet alternately, which an old 


_ lady of e had preſent- 


me with, I took my leave, pro- 
miſing to return in the afternoon with 
Don Rodrigo. When I went home, 
this generous 2 inquired "ry af- 
fectionately about the health of my 
dear Narciſſa, to whom that I might 
be the more agreeable, he put into " 
hand a deed, by which I found myſelf 
in poſſeſſion of fifteen zhouſand pounds, 
excluſive of the profits of my own mer- 
chandize, which amounted to three 
thouſand more. After dinner I ac- 
companied him to the lodging of my 
miſtreſs, who being dreſſed for the oc- 
caſion made a molt dazzling appear- 
ance. I could perceive him {truck with 
her figure, which 1 really think was 
the moſt beautiful that ever was created 
under the ſun, Heembraced her ten- 
derly, and told her, he was proud of 
having a ſon who had ſpirit to attempt, 
and qualifications to engage, the af- 
fections of ſuch a fine lady. She 
bluſhed at this compliment, and with 
eyes full of the ſofteſt languiſhment 


turned upon me, ſaid, ſhe ſhould have 


been unworthy of Mr. Random's at- 
tention, had ſhe been blind to his ex- 
traordinary merit. I made no other 


anſwer than a low bow. My father, 
ſighing, pronounced, Such once was 
my Charlotte l' while the tear ruſhed 


nto his eye, and the tender heart of 


reilſa manifeſted itſelf in two pre- 


cious drops of, ſympathy, which, but 
for his preſence, I would have kiſſed 
away. Without repeating the parti. 
culars of our converfation, I ſha] only, 
obſerve, that Don Rodrigo was ay. 
much charmed with her good ſenſe, ag 
with her appearance; and the was no 
leſs pleaſed with his underſtanding and 
polite addreſs. It was determined 
that he ſhould write to the ſquire, lige 
nifying his approbation of my paſſion - 
for his ſiſter, and offering a ſettlement 
which he ſhould have no reaſon to re- 
ject ; and that, if he ſhould refuſe the 
propoſal, we would crown our mutual 
wiſhes without any farther regard te 
his will, N 5 


CHAP, XXXII. 


MY FATHER MAKES A PRESENT ra 
NARCISSA—THE LETTER IS p18 
PATCHED TO HER BROTHER—L 
APPEAR AMONG MY ACQUAIN=- 
TANCE—BANTER'S BEHAVIOUR _ 
—THE SQUIRE REFUSES HIS 
CONSENT=—=MY UNCLE COMES 
TO TOWN——APPROVES OF MY. 
CHOICE—I AM MARRIED—WE_ 
MEET THE SQUIRE AND HIS LADY” 

Ar THE PLAY—OUR ACQUAINs * 
TANCE IS COURTED. 3 


A TER having ſpent the evening 
to the ſatis faction of all preſent, 
my father addreſſed himſelf thus to 
Narcifſa ; Madam, give me lgave to 
conſider you hereafter as my daugh E 
« ter, in which capacity I inſiſt upon 
your accepting this firſt inſtance of 
my paternal duty and affe&ion." 
With theſe words he put into her hand 
a bank-note of 500 l. which ſhe no 
ſooner examined, than with à low 
curtſey ſhe replied, © Dear Sir, though 
© I have not the leaſt occaſion for this 
« ſupply, I have too great a veneration 
« for you, to refuſe this proof of your 
« generoſity and efteem, which I the 
© more freely receive, becauſe I al- 
c phone look upon Mr. Random's in- 
« tereſt as inſeparably connected with 
© mine.” He was extremely well 
pleaſed with her frank and ingenuous 
reply; upon which we ſaluted, and 
wiſhed, her good night, The letter at 
my requeſt was diſpatched to Suſſex 
by an yas pm and in the mean time 
Don Rodrigo, to grace my eng 
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hired a ready-furniſhed houſe, and ſet health, and pleaſure, for ſuch a iti h 
- up a very handſome equipage. © fu} conſideration. Finding him a. le 

Though I paſſed the greateſt part verſe to this way of life, I changed a 
of the day with the darling of my the ſubje&, and returned to Pon ir 


9 


himfelf with hopes of borrowing more. the conſent oF” 

I carried him home to dinner with me, © ORSON TOPEHALL.,' 
and my father liked his converſation \ 
. ſo much, that upon hearing his diffi- My father was not much ſurprized 
cCeulties, he deſired me to accommodate at this polite. letter, after having heard 
him for the preſent, and enquire if he the character of the author; and as for 
would accept of a et ja in the me, I was even pleaſed at his refuſal, 
army, towards the purchaſe of which becauſe I now had an opportunity of 
he would willingly lend him money, ſhewing my diſintereſted love. By his 
Accordingly, I gave my friend an op- 2 I. waited on my charmer; 
| portunity of being ales with me, and having imparted the contents of 
A when, as I expected, he told me he her brother's letter, at which ſhe wept 
| | was juſt on the point of being recon- bitterly, in ſpite of all my conſolation 
eiled 30 an old rich uncle, whoſe heir and careſſes, the time of our marriage 
he was, but wanted a few pieces for was fixed at the diſtance of two days. 
immediate expence, which he deſired During this interval, in which my ſoul 

F would lend him, and take his bond was wound up to the laſt ſtretch of rap- 
1 for the whole. His demand was li- turous expectation, Narciſſa endeavour- 
mited to ten guineas; and when I put ed to reconcile ſome of her relations in 
twenty mto his hand, he ſtared at me town to her marriage with me; but 
for ſome moments, then putting it finding them all deaf to her remon- 
Into his purſe, ſaid, © Ay, tis all one, ſtrances, either out of envy or preju- 
© you ſhall haye the whole in a very dice; ſhe told me with the moſt en- 
© ſhort time.” When I had taken his chanting ſweetneſs, while the tears be- 
note, to ſave the expence of a bond, I dewed her lovely cheeks, Sure the 
expreſſed ſome ſurprize that a fellow © world will no longer queſtion your 
of his ſpirit ſhould loiter away his time * generoſity, when you take a poor for- 
in idleneſs, and aſked why he did not © lorn beggar to your arms.“ Aﬀect- 
chuſe to make his fortune in the army. ed with her ſorrow, I preſſed the fair 
« What! ſaid he, throw away my mourner to my breaſt, and ſwore that 
money upon a ſubaltern's commiſ- ſhe was more dear and welcome on 
* fion, to be under the command of a that account, becauſe ſhe had facri- 
* parcel of ſcoundrels who have raiſed ficed her friends and fortune to her 
© themſelves above me by the moſt iy- love for me. My uncle, for whole 
famous practices ! no, I love inde- character ſhe had a great veneration, 
F pendency too well to ſacrifice my life, being by this time come to en * 
* 3 ih troduce 


ſoul, I found leiſure ſometimes to be Rodrigo, who had juſt received the ti 
among my former acquaintance, who following epiſtle from the {quire, : 
were aſtoniſhed at the magnificence of Keg 9 5 C 
| oo 1 1507 ome nt __ 5 e © $IR, 
ar was confounded at the ſtrange . ; 
viciitudes of my fortune; the 1 5 : pou ane order 3 which 6 
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diſcover, until I thought fit to diſ- , eee, Naa bs: 2 15 * 5 As for c 
cloſe the whole ſecret of my laſt voy- , 2 ee 3 25 © Nos Your 6 
age, partly in conſideration of our , ee OTE . 3 mr ſeen: l 
former intimacy, and partly to prevent . be it 1 4 : mY FM 2 Ae c 
5 unfavourable conjectures which he and , 1 s + _—_— 5 E 4 not 6 
others in all probability would have dee m © ON © BET av c 
made in 2 to my circumſtances. 2 h wavy OOF Wr. \ 
He profeſſed great ſatis faction at this * ae. = mms 14 2 0 con ent, { 
iece of news, and J had no cauſe to. 1 80 2 ee | 101 c elieve, is ] 
elieve him inſincere, when I conſi- , _ N ah = f. Kae e 5 better 
dered that he would now look upon , wy 1 7 Ith c "I 1 +1 1- you had | 
himſelf as acquitted of the debt he . 4 the woanth. gt: the Indies, your ſon 
owed me, and at the ſame time flatter , ſhall never match in our family, with 


troduced him to my bride; andalthough 
he was not very much ſubject to refined 
ſenſations, he was ſtruck dumb with 
admiration at her beauty. After hay- 
ing kiſſed and gazed at her for ſome 
time, he turned to me, ſaying, © Odds 
bobs, Rory! here's. a notable prize 
indeed; finely built, and gloriouſly 
« rigged, i'faith! if ſhe an't well man- 
ned when you have the command of 
her, ſirrah, you. deſerve to go to ſea. 
in a cockle-ſhell. No offence, I 
© hope, niece; you muſt not mind 
« what I ſay, being (as the ſaying 1s) 
a plain ſea-faring man, thof mayhap 
I have as much regard for you as a- 
© nother.* She received him with great 
civility, told him ſhe had longed a great 
while to ſee a perſon to whom ſhe was 
ſo much indebted for his generolity to 
Mr. Random; that ſhe looked upon 
him as her uncle, by which name ſhe 
begged leave to call him for the fu- 
ture; and that ſhe was very ſure he 
could ſay nothing that would give her 
the leaſt offence. The honeſt captain 
was tranſported at her courteous beha- 
viour, and inſiſted upon giving her a- 


way at the ceremony, ſwearing that he 


loved her as well as if ſhe was his own 
child, and that he would give two 
thouſand guineas to the firſt fruit of 
our love, as ſoon as it could ſqueak. 
Every thing being prepared for the ſo- 
lemnization of our nuptials, which 
were to be performed privately at my 
father's houſe, the auſpicious hour ar- 
rived, when Don Rodrigo and my un- 
cle went in the coach to fetch the bride 
and Miſs Williams leaving me with 
a parſon, Banter, and Strap, neither of 
whom had as yet ſeen my charming 
miſtreſs. My faithful valet, who was 
on the rack of impatience to behold 
a lady of whom he had heard ſo 
much, no ſooner underſtood that the 
coach was returned, than he placed 
himſelf at a window to have a peep 
at her as ſhe alighted; and when he 
ſaw her, clapped his hands toge- 
ther, turned up the white of his eyes, 
and with his mouth wide open, re- 


mained in a ſort of extaſy, which broke 


out into, O Dea certe ! qualis in Eu- 
* note ripis, aut per juga Cynthi exercet 
Diana chorus] The doctor and Ban- 
ter were ſurprized to hear my man 
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their admiration was ſoon changed, & 
appeared in the countenances of both. 

Indeed they muſt have been the moſt 
inſenſible of all beings, could they 


have beheld without emotion the di- 


vine creature that approached! She was 
dreſſed in a ſack of white ſattin, em- 
broidered on the breaſt with gold; the 
crown of hef head was covered with a 
ſmall French cap, from whence de- 
ſcended her beautiful hair in ringlets 
that waved upon her ſnowy neck, 
which dignified the necklace I had 
given her; her looks glowed with mo- 
deſty and love; and her boſom, through 
the veil of gauze that ſhaded it, af- 
forded a proſpe& of Elyſium! I re- 
ceived this ineſtimable gift of Provi- 
dence as became me; and in a little 
time the clergyman did his office; m 

uncle, at his own earneſt requeſt, act- 
ing the part of a father to my dear 
Narciſſa, who trembled very much, 
and had ſcarce ſpirits ſufficient xo ſup- 
port her under this great change of l. 
tuation. Soon as ſhe was mine by the 
laws of heaven and earth, I printed a 
burning kiſs upon her lips, my father 
embraced her tenderly, my uncle hug- 
ged her with great affection, and I pre- 


| ſented her to my friend Banter, who ſa- 


luted her in a very polite manner; 
Miſs Williams hung round her neck, 
and wept plentifully ; while Strap fell 
upon his knees, and begged to kiſs 
his lady's hand, which ſhe preſented 
with great affability. I ſhall not pre- 
tend to deſcribe my ow feelings at this 
juncture z let it ſuthce to ſay, that at- 
ter having ſupped and entertained our- 
ſelves till ten o'clock, I cautioned my 
Narciſſa againſt expoling her health by 
ſitting up too late, and ſhe was pre- 
vailed upon to withdraw with her maid 
to an apartment deſtined for us, When 
ſhe left the room, her face was over- 
ſpread with a bluſh that ſet all my 
blood in a ſtate of fermentation, and 
made every pulſe beat with tenfold vi- 
gour ! She was ſo cruel as to let me re- 
main in this condition a full half hour; 
when, no longer able to reſtrain my 
impatience, I broke from the compa- 
ny, burſt into her chamber, puthed 
out her confidante, locked the door, 
and found her—O heav'n and earth! 
a feaſt, a thouſand times more delicious 


ſpeak Latin, but when my father led. than my moſt ſanguine hope preſaged! 
Narcifſa into the room, the object of But let me not profane the chaſte myſ- 


/ 


teries 


c 


teries of Hymen: I was the happieſt 
of men! a 
In the morning I was waked by 
three or four drums, which Banter had 
laced under the window; upon which 
withdrew the curtain, and enjoyed 
the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of con- 
templatingthoſe angelic charms, which 
were now in my poſlefſion! * Beau- 
4 ty! which, whether ſleeping or a- 
© wwake, ſhot forth peculiar graces 
The light darting upon my Narciſſa's 
eyes, ſhe awoke allo, and recollecting her 
tuation, hid her bluſhes in my bo- 
ſom. I was diſtracted with joy! I 
could not believe the evidence of my 
ſenſes, and looked upon all that had 
happened, as the fictions of a dream 
In the mean time my uncle knocked at 
the door, and bade me turn out, for T 
had had a long ſpell]. I roſe accord- 
ingly, and ſent Miſs Williams to her 
miſtreſs, myſelf receiving the congra- 
_ tulations of Captain Bowling, who 
rallied me in his ſea phraſe with great 


Fucceſs. In leſs than an hour, Don 


Rodrigo led my wife in to breakfaſt, 
where ſhe received the compliments of 
the company on her looks; which, they 
faid, if poſſible, were improved by 
matrimony. As her delicate ears were 
offended with none of thoſe indecent 
ambiguities, which are too often ſpoke 
on ſuch occaſions, ſhe behaved with 
dignity, unaffected modeſty, and eaſe; 
and as a teſtimony of my affection 
and eſteem, I preſented her, in pre- 
fence 'of them all, with a deed, by 
which I ſettled the whole fortune [ 
was poſſeſſed of, on her and her heirs 
for ever. She accepted it with a glance 
of moſt tender acknowlegment, ob- 
ſerved, that ſhe could not be ſurprized 
at any thing of this kind I ſhould do, 
and deſired my father to take the 
trouble of keeping it; ſaying, * Next 
© to my own Mr. Random, you are 
© the perſon in whom I ought to have 
© the greateſt confidence. Charmed 
with her prudent and ingenuous man- 
ver of proceeding, he took the paper, 
and aſſured her that it ſhould not loſe 
it's value while in his cuſtody. 
As we had not many viſits to give 
and xeceive, the little time we ſtayed 
in town was ſpent in going to public 
diverſions, where I have the vanity to 


think Narciſſa ſeldom was cclipled, | 


One night in particular, we bad ſent 
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boxes, which we no ſooner entered, 
than we perceived in the oppoſite hoy 


the ſquire and his lady, who ſeemed 
not a little ſurprized at ſeeing us. L 
0 


was pleaſed at this opportunity 

confronting them ; the more, becauſe 
Melinda was robbed of all her ad. 
mirers by my wife, who happened that 
night to outſhine her ſiſter both in 
beauty and drefs. She was piqued at 
Narciſſa's victory, toſſed her head a 
thouſand different ways, flirted her 
fan, looked at us with diſdain, then 
whiſpered to her huſband, and broke 
out into an affected giggle; but all her 
arts proved ineffectual, either to dif. 
compoſe Mrs. Random, or to conceal 
her own mortification, which at length 
forced her away long before the play 
was done. The news of our mar- 
riage-being ſpread, with many circum. 
ſtances to our diſadvantage by the in- 
duſtry of this malignant creature, a 
certain ſet of perſons, fond of ſcandal], 
began to inquire into the particulars of 
my fortune, which they no ſooner un- 
derſtood to be mdependant, than the 
tables were turned, and our acquain- 
tance was courted as much as it had 
been deſpiſed before. But Nareiſſa 
had too much dignity of pride to en- 
courage this change of conduct, eſpe- 
cially in her relations, whom ſhe could 
never be prevailed upon to ſee, after 


the malicious reports they had raiſed 


to her prejudice. | 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


MY FATHER INTENDS TO REv1sSIT 


THE PLACE OF HIS NATIVIT Yo 
WE PROPOSE TO ACCOMPANY 
HIM—MY UNCLE RENEWS Hl 
WILL IN MY FAVOUR, DETER- 
MINING TO GO SEA AGAIN=WE 
SET OUT FOR SCOTLAN D—AR- 
RIVE AT EDINBURGH=——PVUR- 
CHASE OUR PATERNALESTATE=— 
PROCEED TO IT—HALT AT THE 
TOWN WHERE I WAS EDUCATED 
— TAKE UP MY BOND TO CRAB 
TRE BEHAVIOUR OF POTION 
AND HIS WIPE, AND ONE OF MY 
FEMALE COUSINS—OUR RECEP- 
TION AT THE ESTATE—STRAP 
MARRIES MISS WILLIAMS, AND 
IS SETTLED BY MY FATHER TO 
HIS 
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um OWN SATISFACTION=I AM 
' MORE AND MORE HAPPY. 


Y father intending to reviſit his 
native. country, and pay the tri- 
Mite of a few tears at my mother's 
ve, Narciſſa and I reſolved to ac- 
rompany him in the execution of his 
ious office, and root 3x prepared 
for the jou z in which, however, 
y uncle would not engage, being re- 
ſolved to try his fortune once more at 
a. In the mean time, he renewed 
is will in favour of my wife and me, 
and depoſited it in the hands of his 
ther- in-law : while I (that I might 
ot be wanting to my own intereſt) 
ummoned the ſquire to produce his 
ther's will at Dockor's Commons, 
nd employed a proctor to manage the 
fair in my abſence. 

Every thing being thus ſettled, we 
ok leave of all our friends in Lon- 
lon, and ſet out for Scotland, Don 
todrigo, Narciſſa, Miſs Williams and 
in the coach, and Strap with two 
nen in livery on horſeback : as. we 
nade eaſy ſtages, my charmer held it 
ut very well till we arrived at Edin- 
urgh, where we propoſed to reſt our- 
ves ſome weeks. 

Here Don, Rodrigo having intelli- 
ence that the fox-hunter had ſpent his 
tate, which was to be expoſed to ſale 
y public auction, he determined to 
ake a purchaſe of the ſpot where he 
as born, and actually bought all the 
and that belonged to his father. 

In a few days after this bargain was 
ade, we left Edinburgh in order to 


alted one night in that town where I 
s educated. Upon enquiry, I found 
tat Mr. Crab was dead; whereupon 
ſent for his executor, paid the ſum 
owed with intereſt, and took up my 
ind, Mr. Potion and his wife hear- 
Is of our arrival, had the aſſurance 
come t6 the inn where we lodged, 
d ſend up their names, with a de- 
of being permitted to pay their re- 
ts to my father and me: but their 
did behaviour towards me, when I 
an orphan, had made too deep an 
preſſion on my mind, to be effaced 


cenfion ; I therefore rejected their 
lage with diſdain, and bade Strap 
them, that my father and I defired 
ave no communication with ſuch 


-minded wretches as they were. 
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© ſee 


ſtairs. 


intende 


o and take poſſeſſion; and by the way, 


is mean mercenary piece of con- 


2861 
They had not been gone half an 
hour, when a woman, without any 


ceremony, opened the door of the 
room where we fat, and making to- 


. wards my father, accoſted him with, 


© Uncle, your ſervant; I am glad to 

pour This was no other than 
one of my female couſins, mentioned 
in. the firſt part of my memoirs; ts 
whom Don Rodrigo replied, Pray, 


© whoareyou, Madam? . O' cried 


ſhe, my couſin Rory there knows me 
very well. Don't you remember me, 
© Rory?'—— Yes, Madam, ſaid I; 
© for my own part, I ſhall never for- 


6 ou. — Sir, this is one of the youn 
4 fades who 55 


195 I have formerly told 
vyou) treated me fo humanely in m 
childhood !' When I W ee 
theſe words, my father's reſentment 
ee in his viſage, and he ordered 
er to be gone with ſuch a command» 
ing aſpect, that ſhe retired in a fright, 
1 as ſhe went down 
e afterwards learned that 
ſne was married to an enſign, Who had 
already ſpent all her fortune; and that 
her ſiſter had bopne a child to her mo- 
ther's footman, who is now her huſ- 
band, and keeps a petty ale-houſe in 
the country. | | 

The fame of our flouriſhing condi- 
tion having arrived at this place before 
us, we got notice that the magiſtrates 

next day to 'compliment us 
with the freedom of their town ; upon 
which my father, conſidering their 
complaiſance in the right pointof view, 
ordered the horſes to the coach early in 
the morning. 

We proceeded to our eftate, which 
lay about twenty miles from this place; 
and when we came within half a league 
of the houſe, were met by a prodigi- 
ous number of poor tenants, men, wo- 
men, and children, who teſtified their 
joy by loud acclamations, and accom- 

anied our coach to the gate. As there 
is no part of the world in which the 
aſants are more attached to their 
Rds than in Scotland, we were al- 
moſt devoured by their affection. My 
father had always been their favourite, 
and now that he ele. their maſter, 
after having been thought dead ſo long, 
their joy broke out into a thouſand ex - 
travagances. When we entered 4he 
court=yard, we were ſurrotinded by a 
vaſt number, who crouded together ſo 
cloſely to ſee us, that ſeveral were in 
danger of being —_— to death 
| L thoſe 
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"RODERICK 
"-  z- thoſe who'were near Non Rodrigo fell 
upon their knees, and kiſſed his hand, 
or the hem of his garment, praying 
Alqud for Jong life and proſperity to 
.- Him others approached Nareiſſa and 
me in the fame manner ;+while the reſt 
- © clapped their hands at a diſtance, and 
invoked Heaven to ſhower it's choiceſt 
bleffings on our, heads, In ſhort, the 
whole ſcene, though rude, was ſo af- 
fecting, that the gentle partner of my 
heart * it, and my father him- 
ſelf could not refrain from dropping 
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me to his houſe, he ordered ſome. bul- 
Jocks to be killed, and ſome hogſheads 
of ale to be brought from-the neigh- 
bouring village, to regale thoſe ho- 
naeſt people, who had not enjoyed ſuch 
a holiday for many years before. 
Next day we were viſited by the gen- 
tlemen in the neighbourhood, molt of 
them our relations, one of whom- 
moe; Jai along with him my couſin, the 
3 unter, who had ſtaid at his houſe, 
ſince he was obliged to leave his own. 
My father was generous enough to re- 
ceive him kindly, and even promiſe to 
urchaſe for him a i in the 
army, for which he expreſſed great 
thankfulneſs and jop. 
My charming N 
ſally admired and loved for her, beau- 
ty, affability, and good ſenſe; and fo 
well pleaſed with Ne dination of the 
lace, and the company round, that 
The has not, as yet, diſcovered the leaſt 
deſire of changing her habitation. 
Me had not been many days ſettled, 
when I preyailed upon my father to 
| . viſit to the village where I had 
Here we were received 


een at ſchool. 
by the wig inhabitants, who en- 


* ” 
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-* terfained ug ig the church, where Mr. 
© - Syntax, the ſchool-maſter, (my tyrant 
deing dead) pronounced a 
tion in honour of our family. And 
none exerted themſelves more than 
Strap's father and relations, who look - 
ed upon the honeſt valet as the firſt 

entleman of their race, and honoured 
E. bene factors accordingly. Having 
"received the homage of this place, we 
xetired, leaving forty pounds for the 
_ enefit of the poor of the pariſh; and 
that very night; Strap being a little 
elevated with the regard that had been 
1 : \ 8 ; 


* 


, N n 
9 9 c 9 - + "EF $3 © * 
2 GE. 4 ad, 2 8 4 * N 2 N 
ad a. a an g i 
„4 * ' 
,. 7 p . 


he did not doubt that ſhe would life 
to his addreſſes, Surprized at this pre 


Having welcomed his daughter and | 


, . ſervation, 
arciſſa was univer- 


1 ; 
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RAN DOM, : 
ſhewn to him, and to me on his ac 
count, ventured to tell me, that 
had a ſneaking kindneſs for MI 


Williams; and that if his lady and 
would uſe our intereſt in his behal 


poſal, I aſked if he knew. the ſtory 
that unfortunate young gentlewoma 
3s which, ho replied, © Yes, ye 
© I know what you mean; ſhe has hee 
s unhappy,.I grant you, but what ( 
s that? I am convinced of her refo 
© mation; or elſe you and my go, 
© Iady would not treat her with ſuc 
© reſpet. As for the cenſure of t 
World, I value it not a fig's end 
_* beſides, the world knows nothing 
the matter.“ I commended his phil 
N and intereſted Narciſſa in b 
cauſe ; who interceded fo effeQual] 
that 'in a little time Miſs Willian 
yielded: her conſent, and they w 
married with the conſent of Don Ro 
rigo, | who gave him five hundn 
pounds to ſtock a farm, and made hi 
overſeer of his eſtate. My gener 
bed- fellow gave her maid the far 
ſum; ſo\that they live in great pe 
and plenty within half a mile of 
and daily \put up prayers for our p 


If there be ſuch a thing as true happ 
neſs on earth, I enjoy it. The impe 
ous tranſports of my paſſion are now ſe 
tled and mellowed into endearing for 
neſs and tranquility of love, rooted 
that intimate connexion and interchai 
of hearts, which nought but virtue 
wedlock can produce. Fortune ſee 
determined to make ample amends | 
her former cruelty; for my proc 
writes, that notwithſtanding the cla 
in my father-in-law's will, on wh 
the ſquire founds his claim, I & 
certainly recover my wife's fortune, 
coniequence, of a codicil anne 
which explains that clauſe, and lin 
her reſtriction to the age of ninete 
after which ſhe was at her own dilpob 
TI would have ſet out for London im 
diately after receiving this piece of 
telligence, but my dear angel has dt 
ER ary of late, and begins to? 
remarkably round in the waiſt; fot 
I cannot leave her in ſuch an inter 
ing ſituation, which I hope willp 
duce ſomething to crown my fel 
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